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AR o 1 a mi filj, mea fpes, 
mea-certa voluptas 
Delitizq; patris, 
folertj indagine prudens, 
@ . Tu patrium cognofce deum, 
venerare fidelj 
Mente, & fincerj toto conamine cordis. 
Quippe parens mundi tacitæ molimina mentis 
Cuncta videns trutinat, rimatur pectoris alt] 
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T. o. T H E Mi O OST 
IuRrious and Mightie 


Prince CHARLES, Prince of | 


a eat Britaine , “Grace in this s 
- life, and jes in the life `. 


Religios aiid moft gracious PRINCE 


AN His Treatife; that\~ 
N, chiefely concerneth 
TAA A. Chrif: ejus; ‘and 

l D > RD: ‘dretheth zo: Sank) 
Ree ‘the: Prince of all 
: slay and of our Jaluation ; doth 
moft. fth belong to you a Prince, 
of fuch worth, and of fo great ex- 
pettation. Let it pleafe your grace 
therefore fanourably to accept of the 
fame, 


Tus EpistT Le 


Jame, which with all bumilitie and 
[ubmifsion, Lone of your meaneft fer- 

wants doe prefent unto your High- 

neffe: By Juch acceptance, as you 

will gine to the world, notable and 
comfortable teflimonie , that you are 

an earne/t imitator of the godly cour- 

Jes of your pious and Princely fa- 

ther, a Paterne and a Patrone of 
godlineffe and learning, who there- 

: boar a fore by a * Jiranger is iuflly called , 
virtwitns | Noftri huius fæculi miraculum, 
in Ea andtowhomwemay fþeake,as Varus 
menpa. | Germinus that Orator faid to Ceelar 
| the Emperour, Cæfar, qui apud te 
audent dicere, magnitudinem tu- 

am ignorant; qui non audent, hu- 
manttatem. Soyou will alfo gine 
euidentand ample declaration , that 

you are an happie follower of your 
eanenly 


_ : 
— Devicatonie. ) | 
| heauenly Father, your mofi bleffed| = 
Creator and ail who hauin 
his dwelling on high,abafeth him- 
\felfe to behold. the contemptible 
things ofthisearth,who did graci- 
oufly receiue * two mites rolka P 45; 
poore widow, and of whom a wil- 
ling minde 1s accepted according 
tothat a man hath, and not ac- 
cording to that he hath not? But 
if any fhall fay , that by prefenting 
thefe fmalltrauels to fo high a Prince, 
Í doe prefumptuouf)y, and that by 
publijhing them in fucha learned na- 
tion, Idoe Juperfluoufly: This Lan- 
were,ts the domfort encouraging me, | 
that goodneffe. Ç God be thanked) in 
your.facred perfon 1s conjoyned-with| 
greatne(fe , that Couriefte and. Cle 
mencie in you, doe o grow. up with Au-| 


fq thoritie| 


| Pfal.113,9. 


2.Cor.8.12. 


all i O  —_— 


Pfal.30.4. 


Tut EriIisTLE | 


thoritie and eminency hoping affured- 
ly your Grace will be well content, to 
Juffer me patiently at this one time to: 
write to you: who at all timesCas my 
bounden duetie requireth) fhall ear- 
nestly pray for you , enen that the 
great God may grant you accor- 
dingto your heart, and fulfill all 
your purpole,for his glory and your 
eternal felicitie. 

eAgaine, if it be faid, that Icome 
with the dimme light of a {mall can- 
dle, where many bright torches are 
already [hining,and with arurall pipe 
where many filuer trumpets are me- 
lodtoufly founding : This is my heart- 
ning , that the moft learned and ta-| 


| borious are the moft modeft and gentle 


cenfurers they wilreuerence the grace 


of God, enen in his fimpleft fernants ; 
} 


the 


 DEDICATORIE, 


the moft iudicious and ‘pirituall with 


eee e 


* the {pirit of meekenefle, will take “aedi dai 


OTIS inui- 
dent labori- 


in good part the unworthy labours 
their inferiours, in any way tending to 
| the edification of the Church of Chrif 
Jefus. 

N ow in the humble manner d 
can demfe, I crane your Princely pa- 
tience , pardon for my boldneffe and 
prefumption ; and proftrate vpon the 
knees of my heart, L inflantly befeech 
the Almightie and moft mercifull 
God to bleffe your highneffe, with 
heauenly * blefsings trom aboue, | cen. 49.15 
with blefsings of the deepe that ly- 

Jeth beneath, that the foule of our 


cr omnem 
collocant o. 
peram fa- 
am, vt de- 
prekendant 
quod queant 
reprehen- 
dere, 


hopefull Prince may be bound in '-1.$am.2§.29s ; 


the bundle of life with the Lord thy 
God, who will teach your Highneffe 


by his holy Spirit, and keepe youas ji halt 


Eg 2 the: 


bus aliorum, | 


Tue Episrie,&c. | 


theappleof his owne eye, and fatisfie 

you with long life, and glorifie you 
Patsas. | with endleffe faluation in his heauenly 

kingdome for euer , remainin 9 


Your Highnefle moft 


humble feruant ; 


W. Narve. 


a wake and» Arife, d YY Eleene and ° remember, 
© Come and fee, E Doe good, and & Juffer, 
* Take vp and reade , | ” D aitik andi praife 
od, 
2 Eph. ga 14, > Cant, 2. ros } d Luke 8. go. © Ioh.1g.z0. £P fal, 
efohn 1.46, * Anguft, hb, 8 | 34848 Phil.1.29. ® Luk. 22.32, 
confe].cap, 126 i Pfal,147.12. | 


Ep H.«E Se Go verf L8. 


And pray alwaies with all manner of prayer and fup- 
plication in the fpirit sand watch thereunto with 
sall per feuerance. ë: 


ananena an ER 
ad 


ee TT p dis. 29504) 269-07 


Now the very God of peace fanétifie you throughout, 
and I pray God that your whole fpirit . and foule, | 
and bodie may be kept blameleffe unto the com- 

F ming of our Lord Iefus Ghrifs —— 05 > 

ES Faihful is hee which callethyon , who alfo will 

H doei. Ag 
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Of Chrift His Excellencies ` | some canfas 
i rhai a yio 121] wherefore 
a Q EO Ecaufèethe gatets firaite and A dia i 


the Way narrow that led- | 
deth vato Life, and our 
iniquitics are as a weighty | 
burthen too heanze forts, 
‘wee our’ felues are weake, 
3 c foolifh, and (by nature) 
~- haue no underitandinz to 
| doe well : being afinfullnation,4 a feed of the wie: 
| ked corrupt children , that are cane backé-ward ` 
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having many cruell and craftic enemies,compaf- 
fing about vspdrawing heere vito vs} retaining 
[elertzg9. | within ys, fighting againft vs, WYE deceit full and 
witked heartteadie (tke afalfe Datla) to betray 
vs, the world pple sn ati vs..(fo.that this 
{flame | 18a principall point of £ pare relizion, ro'keepe our 
Dee»: fis Cnfatied of Me cond NS finn hinge fl 
byPers.e. | fa on vs, honr aduerfary the Dinell like a roaring 
| Lyon feeking to denouve vs, Thefe are the worft 
jiaTimg1. {andi Last dayes,-msost perilous times „men arebe. 
come Usholy, vnthankefull, louers of pleafures, 
x 2.Pet.3.3. | more then loners of God, k Mockers which walke 
! Math.74.12. | after their'vagodly lusts, 1 Iniquitie hath inerea- 
fid, and theloue of many hath waxedcoldeym The 
day declineth; and the foadowes of the enening are 
frretched out, The wholefome word of God for 
the moft part (alas) being vilipended and misbe- 
leeued. Hence it commeth to paffe(which with 
anguith of foule, with birterneffe of fpirit, and 
heauinefle of heart , is daily to be lamented and 
a Math.:o.16 | deplored)» That many are called, but few chofen, 
o Michy. 14. | that the oflocke of Gods heritage, which dwell fò. 
litary in the wood asin the middeft of Carmel, 
P Luk. 12. 33, | is but p 4 4erle flocke , q Many there be which goein 
3 Math. 7- 13- | a1 the wide gate and broad way , that leadeth to de- 
rg. Pet.g.18. | fraction,» If the righteous fcarcely be faned, where 
SHofg.c. | fhallthe ungodly aud finner appeare. © Peaple perifh 
eternally and are deftroyed for lacke of knowledge, 
and holineffe. 
Saluatis on- | © Nowy forafmuch as this isa moft vndoubted 
ly in Chrif. | truth, without all controuerfie, that faluation is 


|! A@4.12- |tobe gotten in Chrift Iefus onely, t Fox among 
men 


m Tenitogs 
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| Unto the wife men} both a motiue and direction, 
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menthere is ginen no other name vader heanen, 
whereby wemust be faned , he ts that beloued Son, 
in whom God is well pleafed, for his fake God will 
be merciful to our varighteoufnelfe, x and willne 
more remember our finnes, and iniquities , a Grace 
and trath, and happinelfe commeth hy our Saniour 
Fefas ynto us: My purpofe and prayer is there- 
fore, That this Treatife (> By the helpe of the 
Spirit of Iefus Christ) may be a furtherance of 
our timous comming to him,& of our moft hap- 
pie conjunction with him, Who ¢s c the day-/pring 
from ax high, vifiting vs for our faluation ; That 
thefame, Ifay may be tovs (As his Starre was 


uMath. 17. ç. 


x Heb. 8.12. 
E Ioh.1.- I To 


b Phil. 1. 19, 


s 


€ Luke 1.7. 


moouing vs to goc forward ; and direCting vs in 
or way, to bring vs vnto him, d Who & the roete 
and generation of David, and the bright morning 
Starre enen the fhining ¢ Starre of Iacob, and eter- 
nall light of glorie. -ci ele’ 

That Starre, which appeared to the Wife 
men in the Eaft, was not any of the fixed Starres, 
or planets, becaufe they commonly are feene a- 
boue the vpper Region of the ayre, and ‘haue 
their ordinary motion, neither was it any natu- 
rall apparition , which hapnedin the inferiour 
Region of the ayre, fuddenly vanifhing away, 
but rather (according’ to the opinion of (ome) it | 
was an Angel of the Lord} reprefenting the | 
forme of a Starre, or elfe as Chryfoftome faith, 
(whofe judgement in this is beft allowed) a cer- 
taine miraculous new: Starre (fuch a new Starre 
was feene as a learned’ Dinine ‘teftificth) ‘in the} 
B 2 yeere 


d ‘Rev.22.6, 


e Numb. 24: 
17. 

The reafon 
of the Title 
of this Trea- 


tife, 
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yeere of Gon, 1572. Seruing the Wife- 
men forthetime; And albeit this Starre, which 
as Augustine thinketh,was gouerned by an An- 
gel of God, did firft appeare vpon the day of the 
bie! conception of Chrift, sing the 25. day.of 
| Vide itine- March; as Nicephorus andChryfostome obfernes 
| rarium toti- and was feenefot a whole yeere, and 4 pweckes, 
| aS, Scrip- | that is, to thefixt of Zaavary in the begimning of 
tira. thefecond yeere after the Natiuitie of Chrift, 
e] it wanted eleuen weekes of two yeere, Yet not- 
-withftanding of this Jong appearance and fhi- 
See Plate a Vuln 5. fome few Wife-men only came to the 
Aib. knowledge and prefence of Iefus Chritby the 
Cicero Lb. (phelpesthereof. Thefe might iuftly haue beene 
de Dinar, | termed Wife-mnen although called by this name 
Strabo libeS. | Magi, which word-primitiuely expreffeth thofe, 
Geogr. | who. were altogether couerfant in things divine, 
Psccolomi- | and gaue themfelues to the knowledge of hard 
mens de des | things, to finde out the fecrers. and myfterics of 
re nature; fo according to Yarinus they were both 
Priefts and Philofophers,. afmuch regarded a- 
mone(t the Perfians,as the Gymnofophifts were 
efteemed amoneft the Indians, as the Philofo- 
phers amongft the Grecians, or the Prophets or 
Accidithuic | Cabalifts amongft the Hebrewes , fo that name | 
nomini idem | anciently was farre diuerfe from Inchanters orj . 
quod nomini | Magicians; althongh afterward through-abufe it l 
Tyranni i- | was taken in ameuill part, bur was nor fo from 
tem Sophi- | the beginning. \ | 
fa. And furely: Firft, their perillous and tedious. 
journey vadertaken for Chyifts caufe, queftion- 
leffe with great-expenfes , and perhaps wath 
| derifion 
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derifion and oppofition of many. Secondly, 
their diligent inquifition forthe babe. Thirdly, 
their exceeding great joy wherwith * they rejoy- 
ced, when againe they faw the Starre, Fourthly, 
their humble worfhipping of him, whom they 
found inthe houfe with his mother. Fiftly, their 
prefenting of gifts vnto him, euen gold, incenfe, 
and mirrhe, Sixthly, their obedience to that hea- 
uenly warning , Albeit the fame was contrary to 


‘King; all of thefe were manifefteutdences of 
true wifedome. | 

Such fruits wherof,I heartily wifh not to few, 
‚butto many: Yea to all who fhall reade or heare 
ithe words of this little booke, namely, that they 
‘may attaine to the fauing knowledge of fefus 
our Lord, not! tobeidle noy vnfrnitfull therein, 
but knowing him they way come to him, for his 
3 fonnes {hall come from far unto him to be nourifh- 
edat hes fide, that in their iourney comming to 
him with Dauid , hthey may feeke him with their 
whole heart, and withthe Prophets, i they may 
inquire and fearch of the faluation which is unto 
him,that they fearching for him, may k finde him, 
that finding him and the permanent pledges of 
his gracious prefence, 1! they may reioyce in him 
continually: That reioycing in him, m They may 
(fall downe before him , worfhipping him willingly, 
making fupplication to him earneftly, n offering 
their bodies and foules an acceptable facrifice to 
himmoft willingly, °Seruing their Lord in feare 
and reioycing in trembling ; kifsing the Sonne left 
B 3 he 


the commandement of a mightie and-a cruell | 
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he bee angry and they perifh in the way, when hi 
wrath fhall turne fuddenly , but that they may 
conftantly, continue in the courfe of his com- 
mandements, that they may be the true p Ifrael of 
God, which fhall be faued in the Lord, with an euer- 
lafting faluation, nener to be afhamed nor confoun- 
ded world without end, 

Almighty and bleffed God a the father of mercies, 
and the God of all comfort, t looke downe from the 
heanen, and beheld from the dwelling placeof thy 
holineffe and glory, thy poore and ynworthy fer- 
uant, and feeing it is thy accuftomed manner, 
by weakeft inftruments to doc greateft workes : 
Grant of thy gracious goodneffe , that by this 
miniflerie many! may come to amendment, ont of 
the fnare of the Diuell, that: their bondes being 
broken, and the » cordes of finne wherewith they 
were holden being cut, the prifonx doore being ó- 
pened, they may bce deliuered from the power of 
darkenefe, and tranflated into the kingdome of 
Tefas, that the vaile of ignorance being remoued, 
finne fubdued , and their earthly affections 
mortified, they may bee 4 called unto his maruei- 
lous light, and b be changed by renewing of their 
minde, they may ¢ beare the image of heaucnly A- 
dam, d walking after the [pirit in loue, c worthte 
of their Chriftian vocation,£ that they may hane 
their hearts flablifhed with grace, that after they 
haue veceiued Iefus their Lord, they may remaine 
rooted and builtin him, fob that they may receiue 
forgineneffe of their finnes, and inheritance among 
them which are fanctified by faith in him, Amen 

For 


a 
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The methode 


For our more encouragement, and better pro- 
of this Bcoke 


greffe in this purpofe, letvs with diligent atten- 
tion confider : Firft, how excellent Chrift ts in 
his owne nature : Secondly, how neceflary he is 
for vs : Thirdly, how mercifull and gracious 
towards vs. To the end wee may bee mooued 
to efteeme highly of him, becaufe of his excel- | 
lencie, to feke him earneftly , becaufe of our | 
neceffitic, and to receiue him moft louingly, be- 
caufe of his great mercie and manifold benefits, 
| which he imparteth moft plentifully vnto vs. 
Chrift his excellencie will appeare the more 
cleerely being illuftrated by fome comparifons : 
Hee is more precious then the fruit of the Earth, 
then Gold and Pearles, then the Heauens, then 
Men, then Angels. r. Thei fruit of the Earth is [i tam.ç.7. 
precious, asthe Apoftle faith ; and of all the | 
fruit thereof, that Palme-tree growing in vpper 
Babylonia, is the moft excellent and commodi- 
ous, the molt profitable plant , giuing vnto 
man, whatfoeuer his neede beggeth at natures 
hand, affording fundry and wonderfull commo- 
dities, namely Wine, Hony, and Vineger. Stra- 
bo and Niger addetha fourth commoditie that 
it yeeldeth Bread, and Antonius the Hermite 
findeth a fift commoditie, little inferiour to any 
of thofe foure, which is, that from the felfe fame 
Tree, is drawnea kinde of fine flaxe, of which 
people make their garments , and with which 
they prepare the Cordage for theirs Ships ; end 
that this is true, ¢thanafivs in the life of Azto- 
nius the Hermite confefleth, declaring that hee 
receiued 


Chrift more 
worthie chen 
the fruit of 
the Earth. 


Herod. in 
Clio, hb. 1. 


Read tke firft 
boole, of the 
fit port of 
the Hifforie 
of the World. 
chap.3.Sec.3a 


k If2.11.10. 


o Tab 20.17. 


P Ihia. 

<3 Pfal.105.40 
r Reu.2-17, 

í Pfal.36.8. 


t Pro.31.3!- 
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x Reu.3.18. 


la Tohtg.r- ` 
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receiued a garment made thereof from the Her- 
mite himfelfe : Yet this Tree cannot giue Wife- 
dome tothe foolifh, nor fight to the blind, nor 
health for all manner of fickeneffe, nor righte- 
oufneffe to the wicked,-nor happineffe to the 
wretched, < l 

But Lefus Chrift k the roote of Ifhai which flan- 
deth up for a fiene vatothe people, whofe refl is 


.|elorious, the nations fhall feeke unto him, 1 who 


Jball rife to reigne oner the Gentiles, in whom the 
Gentiles fhal truf?. Hee will giue vs m wine and 
milke, without filuer or money, he walln caufe vs to 
drinke {piced wine, and new wine of the Pomegra- 
nates. And albeit the Hypocrite, o /hall not fee 
the riuers, nor the floodes , nor flreames of hony 
and butter, yet p enery one of bis feruants, {hall eate 
butter and hony aboundantly, and q {hall bee filled 


with the Bread of Heauen, with the hid: Manna 


[ufficiently, € they fhall bee fatisfied with the fat- 
nelfe of his houfe, and hee will gine them drinke, 
out of the riners of his pleafures, which endure 
\ eternally: And if the t family of a wife and worthie 
woman; bee well apparrelled and cloathed with 


| fearlet, thall not they-of the v familie of faith, 
and of the houfehold of God, be better arraied, 


euen with the x white raiment of Chrifts righte- 
oufneffe, who will beftow vpon vs many moe 
benefits, as'life, health, wifedome, peace, grace, 


| and happineffe ; as God willing afterward fhall 


be more particularly exprefied. 
Thus he 4 the true Vine, the onely Oline b tree, 
the moft pleafant Palme tree, who will never 


c forfake 
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| c for fake his fweetneffe, nor fatnelfe, nor bountifut- 
| nefe, who wiil make hisowne to bed the plan- 
ting of the Lord, and the trees of righteoufneffe 
ebringing foorth their fruit in due feafon , Hee is 
by infinite degrees, much more precious and 
excellent then all the fruit of the Earth, from 
whom wee may receiue innumerable benefits. 

Gold and Siluer are in great price and ac- 
| count amongft earthly and ignorant men, yet 
{the Apoftle declareth their bafenefle , in cal- 
ling them f corruptible things ; another Apoftle 
declareth their changeablenefle, in calling riches 
Suncertaine things ; Solomon faith, that they are 
hothing, and in another place hurtfull things, 
iyeferned to the owners thereof for euil as thall be 
fet downe fomewhat more largely, in the tenth 
Chapter following. 

Alfo in the holy Scripture, there is mention 
made of fundry precious ftones and Pearles, 
which were then in old times, and are‘as yet in 
our dayes much regarded, & thought of both for 
their beautie and f{plendour, alfo for their qua- 
litiesj operation and power. Se f 

Thek Rabie, Topaz, Carbuncle, Emeraud, Saz 
phir, Diamond, Turkess, Agate, Hematite, Beril, 
Onix, and lafper, the Christal, and Corak, with 
others, which (according to the iudgement of 
the learned) haue theirowne properties, where- 
fore they are fo efteemed. 201d vaian 

` The Rabie remooueth dimneffe from the |' 
eyes, and maketh men’bold: ag T 
‘The Topaz being caft into very hor water,pre-|. 

ng aT | ae 


© Jadg.9.113.- 
d [fa.61.3. 


e Pfal1.3 ô 


E y.Pet.r.28, 


g 1r. Tim.6.17 
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i Eccle.g,12. 
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Montanw. | ferueth the hand from burning thereiri ; alfo it 
is auaileable againft Phrenfie, Lunacie, and Me- : 
lancholy. 
T ofat The Carbuncle giueth a light like fire, and fhi- 
) neth ina darke night. 
The Emerand is comfortable to the heart, it: 
is good for memorie, and an enemic to venery. 
Pliniu lib. | The Saphir is profitable againft the ftinging of 
Scorpions, and ftayeth the fluxe of blood. 
The Diamond can tcarcely be broken, neither 
is it mollified with fire, nor yron. 
Borrhains. The Tarkes comforteth the fpirits of the 
whole body, and is good for thofe that want 
colour. _ | ~ 

The _4gare preferueth againft poifonable 
beafts , and Scorpions ; wherefore the gles 
did put them in their nefts, for the defence of 
their young-ones : alfo it is thought, thaeit will 
refift Thunder, and allay Tempefts. 

The Hematite ftayeth the extraordinary blee- 
ding of the Nofe, and hath a fingular force a- 
a inft Dunkenneffe. 

The Berill, or Hiacinth doth bring ioy, and 
conciliate fauour. 

The Onix hung about the necke, ferueth to 
ftrengthen the body, and it is profitable for 
chaftitie. Fe 

_: The affer hath an aftringent qualitie, and 
ftancheth blood. mn 

The C4rifted. is.of the fame nature, alfo it 
doeth greatly augment Milke to women. 

The Coral being knit to-a ficke mans necke, 

routed A groweth | 


— — 
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Sn. Aaa a °° °°» «»xL le a e 
| groweth pale, the powder thereof is good for | Strabo ib, 
| the {tones inthe Kidneies, and in the Bladder, | 14. 
and helpeth thofe that are difeafed with the fal- 
ling fickeneffe. | 
Whether or not, thefé ftones be of fuch ver- | Hered.tib.3 
tue and force, I will neither difpute, nor deter- 
{mine, but experience teacheth that they are of 
jpower to draw money cuen from the coue- | 
tous. One faith, they are amice oculorum, hoftes | Petrar. di 
| animorum, viltrices virorum fortium , friends of gi 
the eyes, enemies of the mindes, and ouercom- 
mers of valiant men, as of Alexander , and 
Pompey. 
Neither did that 4gate which Pyrrhus fo re- 
garded, make him inuincible, but by a woman 
he was killed ; neither did that precious ftone of 
Policrates, brought againe to him out of the Sea 
by a filh, make him fortunate, but by that Per. 
Jian Orontes, hee was taken and ctucified. 
Yet we may affirme boldly, that aflthofe are 
buttrifles and! vanitie , wherein there is no profit, |! ler-16.19, 
in refpect of the precioufneffe, and excellencie 
of Tefus Chrift: Who firft will furely remooue | Firft Chrift 
thedimnefie, and take away the fecales fromthe | preferred # 
eyes of our minde, and make vs m righteous and|to the 
bold as a Lyon : Secondly, hee will preferue vs om. P 
from moft dangerous and fierie perils; n whes|, To the 
thon walke® through the very fire, thon flialt not | Topaze, 
be burnt, neither fhall the flame kindle upon thee ; ("IG 43.20 
hee will faue thee, that in this life thou bee not 
confumed by thy burning and fierie affections, 
and in the lifeto come , he will keepe thee from 


Caz hatt- 


e e a o a 


P Luk.11.4.3. 


t 
9 Reu.§.33, 


r lam. 2.136 
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Cuar L 
that fire which neuer fhall be quenched: He P who | 
is the wifedome of God ;will be a moft perfe&tpre- | 


Luke 3.17. 


fie; a That lambe of God who hath receined power, 


meckenelfe of wifedome, with ioy and gladneffe. 


¢ Pfalvaty.t2. 


HO... |thofef Locufts, which like unto Scorpions, haue 
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feruatiue againtt fprirituall madneffe, and phren- 


riches, and wifedome; will grant to his owne,that 
r they may be wifeand indued with knowledge, fhew: 
ing by their good conuer {ation their workes , in 


3. Chrif is the true light of the World, who 
followeth him fhall not walke in darkeneffe, but fhalt 
hase the light of life, « he will gine light to them 
that fit in darkeneffe, and inthe fhadow of death, 

uiding their feet inte the way of peace. 

4. Chrift will give u eserlafting confolation ; 
and if x Iob did comfort the mourners, will not 
lefus, 2 tbat comforteth the abied doe that to the 
diftrefled ; if b Tychicus could comfort the hearts 
of the Ephefians, cannot Chrift rather minifter 
confolation to the hearts of all Chriftians, Aee: 
cwhois mindefull of vs, will fanétifieand flreng- 
thes our corrupt and weake memorie, that wee 
fhould be mindfull of him, and dremember that 
lefus Chrift, made of the feed of Danid, was raifed 
againe from the dead, for our righteoufneffe. 


s. Hee who is ¢ the death of Death, and} 


the defiruction of the grane, will take away the 
fting of finne, and redeeme his owne from the 
ower of the graue, preferuing them alfo from 


{tings in their tailes. | 
6. Heis moft {trong and conftant, who can- 
not be ouercome nor changed;-~hee fhall {ubdue 


- and 
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13 
ands overcome Satan , and thofe beaftssbat fight a- | 6 Rewi}. 


i 1% 
gaint him; he will giue power to his owne, tot. iin’ 
h overcome that wicked ones and. f{ee:ng + they are 
‘borne of God,alfo to ouercome the world, furnith- 
ing ftrength tothem, kto beftedfaf and vnmoone- 
a lee. Uns a. %t wa bA evel whi “ase 
` 7 He who is ! the Lord God of the fpirits of all 
fiefh, will refreth the {pirits of his owne people: 
For if fome few good Chriftians ™ comforted 
Pauls firit, fhall. not Tefus Chrift comfort ber- 
terthe fpirits of his feruants ; hee will change 
theirblacke colour, and make them 8 bright as 
the Morning, faire as the Moone pure as the Sunne, 
terrible as an. Armie withbanners. . | 

g Chrift will preferue his owne from the ve- 
nome and poyfon of finne, which worfe then 
wine, ° én the end thereof is will bite like a Serpent, 
and burt like a Cockatrice; ‘he will alfo bep az hs- 
ding place from the winde, and as a refuge for the 
cempeft of Gods wrath and indignation, 

9.He ftayeth the bloodie courfe of our {piritual 

infirmitie, and when as the wicked q fall be filled 
with drunkenneffe and forrow, euen with the cup of 
deftruction dnd defalation., he will grant vnto vs, 
for tobe children * of the day and to be faber. 

ro Chrift will make the righteous f glad with 
the ioy of his countenance, and purchafe vnto them 
the fauour of the Almightie. . ; 

ri He fhall beto his people t their force,their 
firength, and their refuge in the day of affliction, 
he will adorne them with all comely vertues and 
honeftie. BBS p 
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‘12. -Torthe ra He hath anattractiue power to 4 draw vs, 


Tafper. vho are of a refraGtorieand repining nature, and 
e Cant.t-3- +d of an altringent power, to binde vs to the alrar of 
i his obedience. 

13. Tothe}|, 13 Hewill *sacreafe the faith of his owne Difci- 
Chryftall. | ples, andthe Lord who added to the Church from 
r Euka2S. | day to day, Juch as fhould be fased , will augment 
+47 | allo the beauenly graces, and fpirituall gifts of 

~ this doles, | 
(4+ Tothe| 14 “There is vertue in Chrift,> To takethe fony 


Sunne, 


o mem 


Corali. | hearts out of our bodies, © his poweris made per feci 
tt | through our weakene(fe, he will keepe vs from the 
©3.Cortag. | falling and filthy fickneffe of finne. | 
>. Chrift Thirdly, our Sauiout, who isd higher shen the 
mere elitell heaucns, doubtlefic heis more excellent then the 
Jentthen | heauens. It istrue, that as the earth hath neede 
the Hea- | ofthe kelpe of thehcauens, Ifthe cold carth 
vensand | werenot warmed from aboue , if the dry earth | 
the Sunne, | were natawatered from heauen, it would be 
barren and ynprofitable: So if our cold hearts 
were not warmed with the fire of holy zcale,and 
alaga | AbD the pirit of burning, and watered with the 
© Zach-8.19.| ¢dewahich the heauen gives, cuen with the dew 
| of grace, they would be altogether obdurate 
and vnfruitfull. 
Now of all the planets in the vittole heauens, 
\ the fhining Sunne is:moft precious , and power- 
fallin refpeé of the abundance of light, inre- 
fect alfo of the motion and operation thercof, 
Thereis great light inthe Sunne , but Chrift 
c i | hatha muchymore: greater light , he may fend 
|t A&zt Ea lioke fren beanen pafsing the brightneffe of the|' 


a 
Sunne ; the Sunne fhineth not inallplaces ; not 
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in darke dungeons ;‘norat alltimes; not-in the 


night feafon, but Chrift giveth lightto hisowne | 
inan obf{cure prifon, as vnto Peter, Their 8 Shane 
frallnener goe downe , neither {halt their Atoone be 


bid, for the Lord fhall be their cnerlaiting light, 
and the dayes of their forrow fhall bended.’ > 


The naturall Sunne helpeth-and’comforterlt | 


by the light thereof,thofe only who haue feeing, 
and cleere eyes; but the borne blind hath little 


 pleafure thereby: but thei Sune of vighteoufnefe, 


that k true light which lighteneth enery man , bath 
power toi open the eyes of thofe shat are borne blind, 


their meyes [hall be light 


nea, and their 
dingilluminated. -7i *" 


o ti a* 


vnderftan- 


20° Then Sanne commeth forth as a Bridezroome, 
out of bis chamber, and reioyceth like a mightie man 


to runnehis race; his ging ont, & fromthe end of 
the heauen, and his tompaffe is unto the ends of the | 
fame, ving wonderfull: celeritie with an excee: | 


ding fwift motion , fo that (as fome thinke) in 
the fhort fpace of an houre, he paffeth two hun- 
dreth Ruen thoufand miles (1 take them to be 


Dutch miles) bécavfe'a German afi 


fame. i 


rmeth the 


But Lefus Chrift , who in refpe&of his God- 


head is euery where; and prefent in 


yeteuen in his bleffed bodie, he will come farre |, - 


all places, 


more fwiftly then the Sunne mooueth ; for ina 


fhort time, 9 ¿n'a moment, inthe twinckling of an 


eye, at the last trumpet, from the third beanen , 


P from the right band of the throne of G 


od, héewill 


26 Gaba 


~ 


i i Mal.g.2. 
k loh, ag. 
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m ags 


P Plal.i9.§.. | 


Heidfeldins 
is Sphing. 
CAD. 3. de 
wundo» 


"H s 
= 1. Cor, I7. 
ee 


'P Heb,13.3. 


Cuar. I. . Of Chrifts Excellencie, 


~ | defcend vnto this ayre, and his owne feruants 
then remaining vpon the carth, they fhall be all: 
à Reu.22. 20. | changed, and all faued. 4 Surely be will come quick- 
cPialzo dy, £ Hee will make haft to helpe and deliner his 
Saints. — . 
| For whofe comfort and fafetie ,. he may caufe 
t Tot; to. t3. | the fpeedie Sun f-ftand Mill) aed abide im one place, 
' 2.King. 20. | asinth@dayes of-Jofhwa; or tor goe backe agamne 
by fo many degrees, as he did for the ftrengthning 
of Hezekiah, at whofe pleafure it fhall bedarke- 
u Math.a7.gg.| ed and ob{cured,,.as it was at the time of his 
“Iob9.7. | pafsion. x Hecommandeth.the Sunne and it rifeth | 
Tul. Cicer. | yop he clofeth up the Starres as under a Signet. 
age 3. Concerning the operation of the Sunne, | 
pis the Ethnikes were not ignorant thereof, when} 
Aa they faid it was, Mens myndi, cor cals, dux, prin- |, 
AMacrob.Sa-) ceps, cx moderator luminum reliquorum, The 
turnal. lib. | worlds minde, the heauens heart, the guide, the 
Shiha T7: | principall, andthe Moderator ofthe reft of the 
P74 \itghts; Alfo it was the Author of the-earths fer- 
tilitie, that it brought all cornes to maturitie; 
And fomeafirme, That allthe Idoll gods wor- 
fhipped by the Pagans, were no other thing but 
the Sunne only ; that they all (alchough many) 
rchearfed by Macrobigs might be referred tothe 
Sunne onely, which he taketh to prooue at 
) | length with fundry. reafons. 
at | _ Yea Scribontus himfelfe faith, Sebeftcaloris er 


facultatis vitalis uninerfa [caturigo,: That it is the 

well-fpring and fountaine of heate, and of all 
lively facultie. wo 

Yer notwithttanding, the,Suane.is but acres- 

N ture, 


| de planetis. 


tn 
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ture, fabiect to the commandement of Chrift,by 
infinite degrees inferiour to our bleffed Sauiour, 
in glory and excellencie , no waies to be compa- 
| red with him , Who isa the brightneffe of his Fa-| + Heb.1.3. 
thers olory, and the ingraued forme of bis Perfon, 

bearing up all things by his mightie werd, b The * Reu.tg, 16. 
‘King of kings, and Lord of lords , € wath him is the | c Pil 6,9. 
well of Life, and in his light Jhal we fee light, be 

who is the true way to life, wills fhew vs the path of | i PA 16.11, 
life, and ¢ makes full of ioy with bis countenance, | ¢ AG.2.:8. 
Afwe fhall € lay bold of him, who is eternall life, if|* z,Tim.6.12. 
swe goe not backe frombim , the fountaine of our | ¢ pil. 80,18. 
felicitie, then he will reuiue vs, ana keepe vs,and 
we fhall call vypon him here, and praife his glori- 
ous name for euer. | 

Good it is for vs, toh Looke to this Sonne of | * Heb, 12,2. 
righteoufnefle; men by looking longto the na- | 
turall Sunne, will haue their eyes dazled, and| 
their face blackned:but we by looking to Chrift, 
| we fhall haue our eyes cleerer, and our face fai- 
rer. If i thelight of the eyes (according to our 
Sauiours faying) reioycerh the heart, Shallnot the 
pleafant light of our foule bring greater gladnes 
vnto vs? 

Some fenfeleffe hearbes, as the Mary-gold 
with others doth (as it were)conuoy and behold 
the vifible Sun ; and fhall not we to whom God 
hath given fenfe and vnderftanding , loue and 
behold him, k whotsthe light of the world ; if we 
follow him, we (hall not walke in darkneffe, but 
fhallbaue the light of Life. Indcede (as our Saui- 
our faith) we fbould! walke while we hane lizhe, 
| D leaft i 


i Prov 15 30. 
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Plin, lib. 9. | 
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leaft the darkeneffe come upon vs , and he that wat- 
keth in the darke knoweth not whither he goeth, 
While we haue the light , let vs beleewe in the light, 
that we may be the chitdren of light. 

And feeing according to the moft wife dif- 
penfation of the prouident goodnefle of the Al- 
mightie Ged (If it be true whicha godly and 
iudicious diuine writeth) thatthe fhining Sanne 
of the firmament hath come neerer to this 
earth now inthis laft age, then it was before by.a 
very large fpace and quantitie. For in our dayes 
as he affirmed, the Sunne is neerer the carth al- 
moft by ten thoufand Germane: miles, then it 
wasin the dayes of Hippanfisand Prolomeus. It 
may be doubted indeede, whether it be forthe 
old age of the world,the heauen as it were crook 
ing and fetling,the vniuerfe tending to decay and 
languifhing, or whether the outworneand wea- 
ried earth, wanting the old ftrength and vigour, 
hath neede of the neerer pofition and placing of 
the Sunne, tonourifh and refrefh the fame; as | 
ald bodies and fo feeble and cold, haue neede to 
be warmed and cherifhed with the heate of the 
fire. | 

But how cuer it be naturally, yet this is moft 
certaine, m that now our falwation is neerer then 
when we belecued it ; » God who inthe old time [pake 
in diners manners to our fathers by the Prophets, in 
thefe lafi dayes , he bath [poken to vs by his Sonne, 
who hath now come very neere Unte vs, who 
o flandcth at the docre and knocketh, faying , Popen 
vato me my fifter, my undefiled, he is willing to 
warme 


— —_— 
ki 
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mrenaaeaeeeeeeeeee aaae, 
warme our cold hearts , azd toq feede or nourifh 
vs in his ftrength, £: with his owne rød í he will g4- 
ther vs with his arme , and carry vs in his bofome 
for our refrefhment,giuing all good things need- 
full for vs, and guiding vs by his Spirit. 

Seeing therefore t ovr Lord zs neere unto vs, 
ugt is good for vs to draw neere to him; as when we 
xgefift the dinell , he will fle from vs , fo when we 
draw neere to God, he wth draw seere to vs. Now 
we fhould 2 Seeke the Lord while be may be found, 
and cal upos him while he is neere. 

Befides this, Chrift is more excellent then the 


| heauens, fecing he is more ftable and permanent, 
forb they [hallperifh, but he fhallendure : they halt 


all waxeold as dotha garment, and as a vefture 
they fball bechanged, but heis the fame for ener and 
his yeeres fhall not faile , yea the children of his fer- 
wants [hall continue , and their feede fhall fiand fast 
in his fight. 

Fourthly, Albeit c God bath made man alittle 
lewer then himfelfe , andhath crowned him with 
glorie and worfhip, and hath made him to haue domi- 
ntonin the workes of his hands , and hath put all 
things unaer hisfeete, all fheepe and oxen, yea and 
tne beafts of the field, the foules of the ayre, and the 


ful of the Sea, and that which paffeth throngh the | 
pathes thereof, siuing vnto him exceeding pre- | 


ferment, to d fabdue the earth,and to ruie ouer other 
creatures. The* learned obferueth ten preroga- 
tiues granted to man, yet heis very farre inferior 
to lefus Chrift, inrefpect of whom , abraham 
himfelfe is ¢ but duf and athes, Mofesis af fernant, 
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giob 3y: 37-|40bis 3 vile, 8 abhorring himfeife, The i chiefe Cap. 


tażnes and proud Princes of the great Nzwene are 
but Locufts and as the Grafhoppers , which fiie 
away, and their place is not knowne where they are, 
yea Dasidsis aworme, l lacoh isa worme ; feeing 
them Starres are vncleane in Chvrifts fioht bow mush 
more mana worme, enen the fonne of man, whichis | 
buta wormes n Behold al nations before him, are 
as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the-duft of 
the balance, they are as nothing, and they are coun 
ted to him lefe then nothing and vanitie, He brin- |. 
geth the Princes to nothing, and maketh the ludges 
of the earth ws.vanitie, as though they were not 
planted, as though they were not{owen, asthough 
their fiocke tooke no roote inthe earth; for-he did 
euen blow vpon them and they withered, and the 
whirlewinde will take them away as ftubble. The 
mightielt, the nobleft, the wifeft are nor to be 
compared with Chrift in excellencie, nor wor- 
thinefle. 
Fiftly , ° Chriftss made fo much more excellent | 
then the Angels, inafmuch as he hath obtained a 
more excellest name then they; he is Gods Sonne and 
Allthe Anzels of God doe worfhip him , his throne is 


| for ener and ener, they fet forth che prailes of their 


Creator, faying , p Holy, holy, holy isthe Lord of} 
Hoftes, the whole morld is full. of Fis glory, 9 Glory 
be to God in the high heanens, and peace in earth,and 
towards men good will, alfethey are all minifiring | 
[pirits fent forth to minifier , for their fakes which 
foall be heires of faluation, One writeth this truth 
of them. te 


ANTA 
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| vader the earth. , ~ 


[on ee Of Chrifis Excellencie. 


Anegelicus fine finechorus, qui Laude perenni 
Conclamat,celebratque Deum famulantia fuetas, 
Ferre minificria,cr tufsis parere fupernis, 


T hey came and minifired unto Christ, after 


his temptation inthe Wilderneffe, and bee be- | 


ing ina terrible agonie upon the mount of Olines, 
{shere appeared an Angel from heauen, comfor- 
ting him who is the £ head of all Préncipalitie and 
power,“ the first borne of enery creature, by whom, 
and for whom all things were created euen Thrones 
and Dominions, hauing in all things the prehemi- 
nence, at whofe name ewerie knee fhall bow, both of 
things in heauen, and thingsincarth, and things 

The due confideratiori of Chrifts incompara- 
ble precioufneffe and perfection, may mooue vs 
to haue a reuerent regard to him, and to efteeme 
highly of him, « who is a light to the Gentiles, 
and the glory of Ifrael, who is 2 the King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords p Gouernment is upon his Jhoul- 
der, he fhall call his name Wonderfull, CounfeHer, 
The mighty God, The Prince of Peace, © who is 
farre aboue all principalitieand power, and might, 


| and dominion, and euery name that is named, not 


in this world onely but alfo in that, that is to come. 
Seeing then that our Sauiour is of ftich pre- 
heminence, worthinefle,and excellencie, we may 
foone know. our bounden duetie, namely, reue- 
rently to regard him, to haue a great eftimation 
of him, to imprint his reverence in our hearts, 
and with his holy feruant d- te thinke dad indze, 
Piy all 
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all things to bee lofe and dung, for the excellent 
knowledge fake of Iefus our Lord, that wee may 
win Christ e Who isto vs both in life and death 
aduantage. | 

Wee thould account him our chiefe treafure, 
our onely ioy, our moft precious f Pearle of great 
price. 

We reade that a Romane Senatour called o- 
nius, did poffeffe avery rare and precious iewell 
named Opalus ; Antonius one of the Triumphers 
hearing of the beautie thereof, had a very great 
defire to obtaine the fame, being then in the 
pride of his power ; becaufe of a refufall,he con- 
ceiued {fuch hatred and indignation againft the 
poffeffour, that in the terrible fire of that pro- 
{cription, hee adiudged him to death. But No- 
nins to keepe his iewell, fuffered banifhment, 14a 
falua nulla et patrimonii, vel patrie cura erat, cum 
ila paratus exulare cy. mendicare grad extremum 
meri : His Pearle being fafe, hee had no care 
of his patrimonie, nor of his natiue Countrey, 
being ready with it to bee banifhed, to beg, and 
at laft-ro die. l 

What then fhould wee fuffer for Chriftes 
caufe’ What eftimation fhould wee make of 
him, who is our onely s portion, our inheritance, 
the God of our faluation ? 

Let euery one fay with the Prophet, whom 
hane I in Heinen bat thee ? and I hare defired 
none in the earth but thee, My flelh faileth and my 
heart alfo, but God is the firength of my heart, 
and my portion forener, hee will guide mee by aS 

consifell, | 
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counfell, and afterward recetue mee to glory. 
Miferable is the madneffe of many men, con- | Madncffe 
temning and defpifing him who és fo pretiexs, | to defpife 
and excellent, Ae alas vis defpifèd and reiected, wee | Chrift. 
hide as it were our faces from him, wee eftecmed | ` 1fa.53-3- 
him not, who hath borne our finnes, who hath car- 
ried our forrowes, who was wounded. for our tranf- 
grejsions. ‘ | 
fthe Captaines with their fifties * were burnt | x 2.King.1.10 
with fire from heanen, becaufe they mifregarded 
Elias, if the } little children were rent in pieces |' 2-Kin2.24. 
with Beares becaufe they mocked Elifha, if ™the | ™2,Samaa, 
_Amonites Citizens of Rabhab were put under {35 
fawes, and under yron harrowes, and under axes 
of yron, and made to paffe thorow the bricke-kilne, 
who abufed Dauids meffengers : n How fhall wee |” Heb-2.3. 
efcape if we neglect fo great faluation, if wee fhall 
contemne him, who is fo excellent, fo worthie, 
and powerfull , the fountaine of felicitie and 
confolation. The ignorance of Chrif is the 
_caufe wherefore hee ts fo dif-efteemed,and vilifi- 
ed. The woman of Samaria before fhe knew 
Chrift, in her ignorance, fhe mif-regarded and 
mocked Chrift, accounting him vnworthie of 
a cup of cold water; But when fhee knew Chri, | 
andthe gift of God in him, that hee had the water 
| of Life, then fhe left her bufineffe, and did ma- | 
nifeft Chrift to her neighbours,declaring that he | 
had told her all things,° that he was the Chrif , |° 10h429. 
then fhe would haue giuen her heart to him. 
The God of our Lord lefus Chrif, the Father of | 
giory, gine Unto vs the fpirit of wifedome, and) 
$ | | renelation | 


p” 
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puea 


reuelation through the knowledge of him, that the 

? Eph.1.17.18. | Eyes of our underftanding may bee lightened, that 
wee may know, whatthe hope i of his calling, and 

what the riches of his glorious inheritance i in 

| the Saints, and what is the exceeding greatneffe of 

his power towards us, according to the working of 

his mighty power. God grant, that fecing wee 

who are weake and vn worthie,are decre to him, 

9 1agz4 | and 4 precious in bis fight, that wee efteeming of 


him, becaufe of his excellencie, may preferre 


him before all things. 


Cuar. Íl. 
Chrift moft neceffarie for vs. 


Vr Sauiour who is moft excel- 
-Jent in himfelfe, hee is alfo 
moft neceffarie for vs; that 
y hemay bee our King to go- 
® uernevs, that hee may be our 
oe high Prieftto reconcile vs to 
"> * our God, our Dodtour to in- 
ftruct vs, our Phifition to cure vs, our Paftour to. 

feede vs,that he may be all in all tovs. 
Chrift is a King moft ftrong, moft wife, moft 
holy, moft louing, moft liberall, a wonderfull 
2 Reue.12.6, | King, an immortall and euerlafting King, 2 Who 
Ifa. 9.7: ruleth all Nations , whofe Kingdome jnall hane 
no 


Chritt our | EP EA 
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no end, b and who is King of Peace and Righte- 


| oufnefe. p3 | 

A good earthly King is moft neceflarie, ¢ Hee 

| ws the bight of the people, 4 he is the breath of their 
noftriles, hee isthe life of the people, e Worth 
ten thoufand of his fubiecis yea the very Ethnikes, 
who were deftitute of the light of Gods word, 
granted this : for the Macedonians affirmed, that 
they allliued by the fpirir, or life of their King 
Alexander, | 

Where there is no King in a Countrie, it is 
manifeft by proofe of holy * Scripture, and by 
lamentable experience, that infpeakeable hurt 
and calamitie befalles that Countrie ; then thete 
is no good order, or decencie, but diforder and 
confufion, there is little Godlineffe or Pietie, 
but Idolatrie and Abomination, little Trueth 
or Honeftie, but Robberie and Oppreffion ; no 
Tuftice or Equitie, but Murther, Blood-fhed, 
and Defolation. 
If there bee a neceflitie of an earthly King, 

there is a greater neceffitie of our Heavenly 

| King. La l 

I. Toreleeue and deliuer vs from the power 

of darkeneffe,to acquire and purchafe vsto him- 

felfe, who before remained vnder the thraldome 

offinne and Satan. © 2 * |: 

Tefus Christ £ the Sonne of God, who for thes 
purpofe appeared, that he wight aiffolue the workes 
of the Diuell; 3 And gaue himfelfe for vs, that he 
might redeemevus from all iniquitie, and purge vs 
to bea peculiar people to himfelfe, Xealous of good 

| E 


‘workes, | 
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workes. Hee isa moft happie Conquerour,. and 
there is a great difference betwixt him, andell 
other earthly Conquerours. 

1. Other Conquerours rather feeke their 
owne wealth and profit,then the good and. com- 
moditie of thofe whom they fubdue = Bur 
Chrift hath a greater regard to our welfare and 
eafe then to his owne.. * 

2. Other Conquerours in their conquering, 
proceeded not fo farre as they intended, neither 
fubdued all thofe people whom they defired to 

"Palas. |fubdue. Bur itis not fo with Chrift, h Towhom 
is ginen the ends of the earth for his poffefsion, he 
acquires to him, whom, and when he pleafcth. 

3. When Conquerours viually did acquire 
Kingdomes and Dominions, it was by thedeath 
of ftrangers‘or enemies: But Chrift he was con- 
tent to. fhed his owne- precious blood, and by 

) his owne Death, to bring life to all them that 
1iA&a0.28. | beleeue in him; for i hee hath purchafed the 
Church of God with his owne blood. 

II. Our King when he hath releeued vs from 
the oppreffion and dominion of ftrong Enemies, 
he is.very neceflarie to defend vs,who are weake 

k Ephef.6,10, | and infirme, but k /frong in the Lord, and inthe 
power of his might , he mutt defend and preferue 

! Reues2,17. | VS, from the old Dragon who is !. wreth and 
maketh warre againf us continually, and -mali- 
cioufly affaults vs, labouring earneftly? by all 
meanes, againe to bring vs into thraldome and 
mifcrable bondage, and fo to endlefle paine and 
damnation... 
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a ame 

III. To gouerne and order vs who are vn- 
ruly, who if wee were left to our felues, would 
mbee featteyed and difperfed, and denoured of all 
beafis ; who would deftroy our felues, and» eze- 
ry one cate the flefh of his neizhour. 

I LIT Tobeftow great benefits & fauours vp- 
on his people; who of themfelues' are wretchea 
and miferable, poore, blind, and naked. 

Dauid was a powerfull King, 2 and faned hes 
people from the hands of their enemies, and deline- 
red them from the tirannie of the Philiftimes. 

Solomon wasa wife King,to whom wash given 
an underftanding heart, to indge his people, and) 
that he micht difcerne betwixt good and enil, 

Zedekiaswas a holy King, ¢ For he claue to the 
Lord, and departed not from him, but kept his com- 
mandements: So the Lord was with him, and hee 
profpered in all things he tooke in hand ;iand bee 
ferned not theKing of Afbar, for he ferued the 
\KingofHeauen. 82°. | Be EE | 

Mofes was a louing R ulerjmore defirous of the 
peoples fafery, then of his owne eternall felicity. 

Darivs a bountifull and liberall King, who 
did gine of his © owne reuenewes, and of his owne 
tribute, expen(es for shebnilding of the houfe of 
God. p T 

But our blefed Kingthe Lord Iefus, ismuch| _ 
more powerfull then Danid was. Chrif deli-| 
| uers his owne, that are on his fide caled, and |E Reue.17-14 
chofen and faithfull from worfe enemies ; from 
finne, from. Satan, fronythe World, and from 
their owne corrupt affeCtions.."! is 

ES Chrift 
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| Chrift more wife then Solomon, who will 
z Mat.25.32. | iudge the World, with equitie, and when 3.42} 
nations [hall bee gathered before him hee wall fepa- 
rate the good fromthe bad, he wilbgiue vnto his 
owne an heauenly,.gingdome, andan crernallin- 
»  _ heritancey-awincorruptible Crowne of endlefle 
glory; asforthe wicked, hee will adiudge them 
as curfed, to, bee ‘tormented: in cuerlafting fire | 
) prepared for the Diuell and his angels; with- 
*Ierto8 | Out whom * all other Kings doe dotepand are 
eee * ooh (iy a9 "904 Var ! TE 
Hezekiah a koly King, yet hee was defiled 
with finne,he wanted not his imperfections »But 
bHebzzg. [our heauenly King hs holy, harmeleffe, undefiled; 
| Separate from finners, and made higher. then.the 
| Heanens, Telus Chrift; more louing them rofes, 
| hee indured fhame, that his Saints‘mightobraine 
glory, he fuffered death, and the paimes of Hell, 
that bs Elec? might,receiue life, and the vnfpeak: 
i2Cor8.9. | able ioy of Heauen: wee fhouldi kwow the. grace | 
of our Lord Tefus Chrift, that hee being rich, for 
our fakes became poore, that we through hws pouer 
KHeb.z.9. >| tie might be made rich, k he through the fuf ering 
of death did taf death for vs, that-we might line 
-| eternally with him in his glorious Kingdome. 
Chro. Cari. | Itis written of Antonius Pius, that hee was 
lib. 3. louing to his {ubie&ts , Solus omniam principium 
fine cinili fanguine fuite He often times repeated} 
that faying of Scipio, that hee rather defired to 
faue one of his owne Subiects,then to kill a thou- | 
fand of his Enemies : yet out of queftion, he loft 
fome of his Subiects in his warre againft the 
people 


~ 
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‘Germanes. ` 

| , But Chrift fafely preferues all‘his feruants, 
Trone of them will bee lost, and hee deales moft li- 
berally & bountifully with them, m for Le eiueth 
all things to them,» when he afcended vp on high, 


| he led captinitie capriwe, and gane gifts vnto men. 
| Chrift, o who gaue himfelfe for vs, will not denie 


vs any thing profitable for-vs. 

Chrift is moft vnlike the Emperour Mauri- 
tits, who being auatitious, would‘ beftow no 
money nor ranfome for the redemption of his 
Chriftian fouldiers, who therefore were cruelly 
killed by Caganus. : 

- But our moft liberall King; p Hath. bought vs 
with a great price, qand we are redeemed, not with 


corruptible things, as filuer and gold, but with the 


pretious blood of his Chrift as of a Lambe undefiled 


and without {pat 
~ Chriftis awonderfull King, for Death did not 
put an end to his reigne and gouernment, as it 
doeth to all other earthly Monarches. 

Hee is an erernall King, * Now vate this our 


‘King, enerlafting, immortal, inuifible, unto God 


onely wife, be honour and olory, for euer and euer, 
Amen. 

Seeing then Chrift is fuch a great King, a Who 
wonld not feare hime the King of Nations, whois 
great in power, and to whom appertaineth the do- 
minion for ener : we fnould b feare him, which is 
able to deftroy bath foule and body in hell, wee c his 
Saints fhould feare him, for nothing wanseth to 
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them that feare him, the Lyons doe lacke and {uff er 
hunger, but they which [eeke the Lord hall want no- 
thing that % good, 

Seeing Chrift isa moft wife King, 4 Lee all the 
children of Sion reioycein their King. If the people 
euKingx. | of the lewes came vp after Salomon their King, and 
qo. retoyced with great coy , f that they range with the 

found of them when he was annointed, What great 
and vn{peakeable caufe of ioy haue the true fub-. 
ie&ts of Chrif to reioyce in him the Lord of the 
whole earth? £ The Lord reigneth , let the earth re- 

fPlal.o7-1- | goyce, let the multitude of the iles be glad, 
Secing Chriftisa moft holy King, we fhould. 
8 Peut. 1 ftudie with an earneft endeauour,g Soto be holy in 
all manner of conuerfation, as he is holy. Men na- 
turally do imitate the manners of thofe tharare 
in place of eminencie and authoritie. The ex- 
|ample of the Prince is the greateft prouocation 

to doe good or euill. 


Et Domini mores Cefarianus habet. 


h2.Cor3.18.| If we be followersof Chrift, hand bechanged 
‘Luk-z.52. | zato the fame image, : as our King increafed in 

wifedome, and in fauour with God and men; So 

fhall we obtaine the fauour of Gad , and of good 
kIch.16.27. | men,andincreafe therein. It is certaine that ‘ the 
Father himfelfe will lowevs, becaufé we lone Chrift. 
And the Lords Saints will be of that difpofition 
that holy Dauid was of ,! Ashe hatedthem with 
an unfained hatred, as his utter enemies that hated 
the Lord: So he loued ardently all thofe that lo- 
m pfals63, | ued the Lord, m bis delight wasinthem, . 
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The Perfians , becaufeof the vertues of their 
King Cyrus, andbecaufe of the benefits which 
they receiued from him, didnoronly affect and 
reuerence himfelfe, butalfo fora long time after 


his death, they loued all thofe that were'like to. 


him in countenance. 

Chriftians will not only loue their gratious 
King the Lord Tefis, but alfo thofe they will loue 
and'tender , who are transformed into his glo- 
rious image. a 

Is cur King (o loning, fo liberall, [o wonderful an 
immortall Ring, wefhould» ferue him in feare, and 
retoyce in trembling, we fhould kiffe the Sonne leaft 
hebe angry, andwe perifh when his wrath fhall fad- 
denly burne, 7 

If we infinceritie fhall feruehim,, and in hu- 
militie fubiect our felucs to our gratious King, of 
fuch vnfpeakeable Princely loue and liberalitie, 
we may be affured that he will vphold, and de- 
fend vs againft all croffes and calamities, for he 
will be vnto vs,° 4 hiding place from the winde,and 
asavefuge for the tempeft , as riners of water ina 


ary place, and as the fhadow of a great rocke in a. 


wearie land. >j 

Accurfed and vnhappie is the eftate ofall fuch 
as fay, P We willnot haue this man to reigne oner Vs, 
forwhen he commeth againe , in great power 
and glory, he will fay, thofe mine enemies, who 
would not that I fhonld reigne ouer them , bring hi- 
ther and flay before me. 

Bleffed and glorious is the condition of all, 
Who fall 4 take his yoke on them, and who wil- 
lingly 
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lingly fhall fubmit themfelues to his eafie and 
happie gouernment , for he fhall be fuch a King 
to them, who fhall by his power deliuer and pre- 
feruethem, by his wifedome rule and gouerne 
them, by his holineffe be a Patterne to them, by 
his louc hee will cheerifh and comfort them: 
His liberalitie thallbe conftantly, wonderfully, 
and eternally extended vnto them;he fhal beltow 
vpon them "a7 inheritance immortall asd ondeft- 
led, and that fadeth not, referued in beaucn for 
them, 

Tefus Chrift, a moft gratious high Prieft, a who 
is able fuffzciently to haue compafsion on them that 
ave ignorant and ont of the way, > who is able alfoto 
faue them perfectly that come unto God by him, fèe- 
ing he euer lineth to make interce/sion for them. 

He is abfolutely moft neceflary for vs,;when he, 
c whe by his own blood entred once into the holy place 
and obtained eternal redemption fervs.) i. To 
appeare in the fight of God for us. 2. To reconcile 
us to God, ( for 4 in Chrift God reconciled the world 
to himyelfe:) 3. And tobleffe vs with {pirituall 
and heauenly blefflings. 

Aaron was a profitable high Prieft to the 
lewes, they marmsured againft God , his plague al- 
readie began among them: Aaron ranne into the 
middeft of the congregation , and made an attone- 
ment for the people, and when he flood betweenc the 
dead and them that were alise the plagne was flayed. 

f Phineas the fonne of Elcazer was icalows for 
the Lords fake, he food and executed inagement, 
therefore the Lord confismed not the children 


of 
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of Ifrael, and the Lord did gine unto Phineas his 


couenant of peace. | 
Tehofhua g was a glorions high Priest , when a 
faire Diademe was fet vpon his head , and hecloa- 


thed with pretious garments , and the Angel of thej 


Lord foed by. 

Our louing Mafter Iefus, isa high Prieft more 
profitable to vs then Aaron was to the ewes; he 
deliuered vs from the fierce wrath and indigna- 
tion of the Almightie, and from all thofe feare- 
fuil plagues which we iuftly deferued, becaufe of 
our difobedience and abhominations. 

Chrift more zealous then Phineas, h For the 
zeale of his fathers houfe did eate him up. 

He is more glorious then Zehofhua was, not 
only in his owne Perfon, but alfo in all his faith- 
full feruants;for he will giue to each one of them 
a pretious Garment, anda faire Diadem ; i Euez 
the crowne of life, which fhall not be taken from 
them. 

Jefus Chrift as heis our high Prieft to appeare 
inthe fight of God for vs, ' Toreconcile us to our 
God, and to fet vs at peace withhim , through the 
blood of bis creffe: So alfo he is our propitiatory 
and meritorious facrifice. |! chrift hath loned vs, 
and hath ginen himfelfe for vsto bean offering and 
a facrifice of fweet [fmelling fauour unto God, 

Vnus Chriflusidem Saçerdos e> Sacrificium ve- 
niens ad nos offerre pronobis guod fump/it ex nobis, 
wt auferret a nobis quod invenit in nobi, pecca- 
tam, One Chrift, the fame one Prieft , and one 
Sacrifice ;comining to vs, offered forvs, which 
he 


& Zech,3. Şe 


hTeh.2.37, 


i Reudligs 10, 


k Col 120, 
1 Ephg.2, 
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he tooke of vs, that he might take from vs, 
which he found in vs, viz. finne and iniquitie. 
Chriftis both tlre Prieft, the Sacrifice,and the 
Altar à the Prieft, as he is beth Godand man : 
the Sacrifice, as he is man: the, Akar , as he is 
miohtpig, | GOd; atid m As for our fakes he did Sanétife bim: | 
. | felfe,So he will San@ifie allthe Sacrificeswhich 
he fhall offer to God, and make them acceptable 
to his heauenly Father. 
- Seeing thereforewe hauc fuch an high Prieft 
fe. Sa 
nHebro. 21 | Which i oner the houfe of God, letus araw neere 
with a true heart in -affurance of faith fprinkled 
in our hearts from an enill confitence, and wafhed in 
our bodies withpure water, aa Ves 
By approching-vato {uch an high Pricft,and by 
inioying the vertueof his Priefthood, we fha!l 
receiue many and great benefits... 
Iofajhss For if the people of Ierufalem by the mini- 
Antig. in- | fry OF Zaddws their high Prieft, were freed from 
daic.lib.11.| great feare, and their worldly ftate bettered : 
cap. 3. If the wrath of a mightie enemic, euen of A- 
lexander the great (who came of purpofe to de- 
{troy and fpoile the citie) was mitigated and re- 
mooued,and fundry favours and immunities was 
granted and conferred to the nation, while as the 
high Prieft, being clad with his Prieftly gar- 
ments, did come forth to falute that conqueror. 
We by acknowledging and taking hold vpon 
aLuk 39, |Our high Prieft, 3 Shall be delinered from the wrath 
to come, from the difpleafure and indignation 
of the Almightie, from the fearefull plagues and 
b Rom. ç. 11. | punifhments dueto finne ;and > Now wee may 
reioyce | 
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reioyce in God through cur Lord lefusChrift, by | 


whom we haue receiued the attonement and reconct- 
liation, We fhall haue great comfort inthis life, 
and greater cenfolations in the lifeto come. By 
the Priefthood of Iefus we fhall haue comfort in 


this life, to mitigare our troubles and temper 


them;but greater comfort in the life to come, for 
to abolifh our troubles and remoouethem, € God 
fhall wipe away all teares from our eyes, and there 
fhak be neyther forrow , neither crying, nor death: 
d Bleffed ave they who dyein the Lora , even fofaith 
the fpirit, for they ref fromtheir labours, and their 
workes follow them. The confolations of this life 
are like the comforts wee receiue from the 
Moone to temper darkneffe : But the confolati. 
ons of the life to come, are like the confolations 
which we receiue from the Sunne,which doth 
abolifh and put away darkneffe. , 
Thus bythe Priefthood of Chrift we fhall be 
deliuered from the anger of God, from the curfe) 
| of the Law, from the punifhment of finne, from 
the paines of hell. We fhall be reconciled vnto 
the Almightie, we fhall obtaine great fauours 


EREU? 4, 


, d Reu,14, I3, 


Simil, 


and priviledges; grace and peace fhall be multi- 
plyedtovs, hislouing kindneffe better than life, 


thall be continually extended to vs. 

We ftand in great need of Iefus to be our Do- 
Ctorand Matter, that hee may inftruct vs that are 
ignorant and vncertaine what to doe: in compa- 
rifon of Chrift the moft learned among men 
fhould note be called Doctors, for ome is our De- 
ctor esen Chrift. 


Chrift our 
| Door. ` 
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He isa Mafterof greareft wifedome, of grea- 


«eft power, of ereareft.diligence, of greateft pa- 


tience, of greateftloue , and a moftwilling Ma- 
fter and enerlafting DoStor. 


Heis a moh wife Mafter, £ The only begotten | 


Sonne, which is in the bofome of the Father, & in 
wom are hid all.the treafures of nifedeme and 
knowledge, 

Firft, Our Mafter as he deliuers moft whole- 
fome, moft excellent and heauenly doctrine to 
his own¢ Difciples; fo is he moft powerfull and 
able co make them (albeit by nature they are dul- 
witted and foolith) to vnderftand and be capable 
of his profitable and high inftru@tions. This is 
only properto our great Doctor, for noether 
Mafter is ọf power to teach and. inftrué, an 
idiote, according to the faying of the Wife 
man; Who fò teacheth a foole, isas one that glu- 
etha potfhard together , and as he shat waketh one 
that flecpeth from a found fleepe. 

. Secondly, He is alfo a powerfull Mafter, be- 
caufe he furnifheth ftrength and grace to his Dif- 
ciples, that they may pratife his profitable pre- 
cepts. Thofe old men, whoad beene ancient 


councellers to Salomon, did gine good counfell to 


Rehoboam wherby his kingdome might have bin 
eftablifhed, iand bis people beene his fernants for 
ener; Butthey were not of power to canfe Rebo- 
bosam to follow their good aduife, for he for- 
fooke the counfell that the old men had given 
him, and followed the counfell of yong men, fo 
his people rebelled, and his kingdome was rent 
from him. | Seneca 


ea 
CŘ a a R a a maa a a 
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- Seneca a wife and learned man, hee taught his 
difciple Nera: many leffons of teniperancie, of 
heneftie, of clemencie, but he could not mooue 
Nero to imbrace them, and continually to pra- 
Ctife them in his life and conuerfation ; for Nero 
became cruell, deceitfuil, moft intemperate, 
and vicious. 


‘naturall knowledge, and heauenly leffons that 
leades to cternall happineffe ; fo hee giueth to vs 
power to conceiuethem , andtobeleeue.them : 
further, hee giueth vs grace to practife them in 
our life and conuerfation, to vfe them rightly to 


owne faluation 

Thirdly, our Mifter is very willing and defi- 
rous to. receiue difciples, of whatfoeuer eftate, 
fexe, or condition they be ; he inuites and calles 


refi toyour foules, Antisthenes a Philofopher, he 
faid to his {chollers, abite, paffe from me : Our 
blefled Matter is moft vnlike him, for hee is very 


ceritie and humilitie will come to him, hece al- 
lures all to come to him, that he may teach then: 
he way.of their faluation. | 

Fourthly, Chrift is a moft diligent Mafter, 
a Hee rifero wp early, and fpeakes to his people ; all 
the day long hee is content to inftruét them, yee 
inthe night hee will teach them, b He will proone 
them, and fo vifit their hearts, ¢ that they fhal re- 
member his Name in the night, and keepe his Law, 


But our bleffed Mafter, as hee teacheth fuper- 


his owne glory, the good of others, and to our > 


vponall, k Come tome, learne of me, ye hall finde. 


willing and content to receiue all that in fin- | 


k Mat.11.29. 
Laert. in 
vita Dio- 
genis. 


Chrift our 
Dotctour. 
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The Apoftle Paul was earneft, and diligent to |. 


4 A@a0. 31. | inftruct the Ephefians, For 4 by the (hace of three 


€ Rom.9,2 2. 


f Rom, 2.4. 


g a.Kin.g.3 8 


s 


h Ephef.s.8. 


In vita À- 
rito. Gua- 
rino vero- 


| neni Ák- 


thore, 


yeeres, hee ceafed not to warne enery one, beth night 
and day with teares, 

Chrift, hee is a mafter of greater power and 
diligence, and very earneft to teach all Chrifti- 
ans the way to eternall happineffe. 

Fiftly, Chrift is a moft patient teacher, for ¢ /f 
he fuffer with long patience, the ve(fels of wrath 
prepared to deftruction, will hee not fuffer with 
longer, and greater patience, the veflels of mercy 
prepared vnto glory’ He is patient in teaching 
vs, that of our felues are indocile, that are vn- 
ruly, that are vnthankefull ; but let vs diligently 
take head, leaft we £ de(pife the riches of his boun- 
tifulnelfe, of bis patience, and long.fuff ering, 

Sixtly, Chrift is a moft louing teacher, for hee 
not onely inftructs vs inthe way of our faluati- 
on, but alfo he furnifheth,and beftowes vpon vs 
all things neceflary. 

Elifha was a louing matter, it is certaine hee 
taught the children of the Prophets the know- 
ledge of God, further, 2 He nour: fhed them that 
dwelt with him, when there was a famine in the 
Land, | 
Chrif, h when he afcended up on high, he gane 
gifts unto men, the gift of Knowledge, the gift 
of Prophecie, yea all giftes which wee inioy 
and poffefle ; Food, Raiment, Health, Riches, 
Honour, &c. 

It is written of Aré/fotle, that he greatly loued 
and affected his {chollers and difciples, princi- | 


pally 
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pally Callżfthenes, and T heophraflus : and fo great 
was his affection to Callifthenes, that for his fake 
hee fuffered the wrath and indignation of Alex- 
ander himfelfe. 

The ardent loue of Chrift toward his Difci- 
ples is vnfpeakeable and admirable ; he teacheth 
them, he nourifheth them, he hath fuffered the |. 
curfe ofthe Law, the heanie wrath of God, the 
torments of Hell, for the good of his Difciples 
that they may be deliuered ; therefore hee giues 
them fufficient maintenance on this earth, and | 
prepares an eternall Manfion of glory for them 
inthe Kingdome of Heauen. 

Seuenthly, Chrift hee is an euerlafting Do- 
|Gour, hee euer liueth co inftruct vs, and this re- 
doundes to the great profit and vtilitie of all his 
Difciples. How profitable and expedient was 
it to lehoafh King of Iudea, that Iehoiada was his 
Precepror and inftructour, for i Iehoafh did that 
which was good in the fight of the Lord, all his 
time that Iehoiada the Prieft taught him : but Ie- 
hoiada waxed old, and was full of dayes, and died , 
after the death of Ichoiada, the King and the 
Princes left the houfe of the Lord God of their fa-. 
thers, and ferued Groues and Idoles, and wrath 
came vpon Indah and lerufalem, becaufe of their 
trefpaffe. During the life time of Iebozada,while 
jhe taught him, Jehoafh lived honeftly, but after 
this death he falleth to Idolatrie. 
 Jefus Chrift hee faith truely of himfelfe,k Be- | k Reuehs.18. 
hold I am aline for ewermore, Amex. He liuing,in- | 
ftrué&s vs, which is for our exceeding good, | 
1 For 


i 2-Kin.12.3. 
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l For hee will inftruct vs and teach usin the way 
that we fhould goe, and will guide us with his eye 
continually, 

Seeing Iefus Chrift is fuch a Do@our, who 
by his wifedome will remooue , or cure out 
foolifhneffe,by his power,will fupplie our weak- 
nefles by his willingneffe, will helpe our vnto- 
wardnefle ; by his diligence, will amend our 
flugeifhneffe;by his patience,will beare with our 
peruerfeneffe,'by his loue; will he cover the mul- 
titude of our infirmities, and beftow vpon vs the } | 
riches of his mercies; and fecing he euer liueth 
to teach ys the way of our faluation, it is our 
duetie moft willingly to œ learne of him,» who of 
God és made unto vs wifedome, and righteoufneffe, 
and [anctification, and redemption ; and that wee 
may make the better progreffe in his heauenly 
and wholefome Doctrine, ° Come and let us goe 
up tothe Mountaine of the Lord, tothe Houfe of 
the God of Iacob, and hee will teach vs his wayes, 
and we wih walke in his pathes. 

Wee haue great needeof Chrift to bee our 
Phifition, to heale vs that are difeafed, and a to 
bind up the broken hearted. 

The Lord may iuftly fay of vs, as hee faid of 
the people of the Lewes, b The whole head is ficke, 
yea and the whole heart is heauie, fromthe fole of 
the foste unto the crowne of the head, there ts no- 
thing whole therein, but wounds and fwelling, and 
fires full of corruption : they hane not beene wrap- 
ped nor bound up, nor moll:fied with oyle, 

Wee ftand then in great need of Chrift to bee f: 


our 


— 


ETT y 
our Phifition, hee is moft expert, well furnifhed 
with all forts of Medicaments , hee is a moft 
Louing, moft Humble, and a moft happie Phi- 
fition. 

Firft, hee is moft expert, and of perfe& know- 
ledge , and exactly knowes both the Nature, | 
the Caufes, and Remedies of all fickeneffes and 
infirmities ; hee knew what ‘weakeneffe and in- 
firmitie was in his feruant Perser, c better then |€ Joh-13.38. 
Peter himfelfe. i 

Secondly, hee is well furnifhed with all forts 
of Medicaments , for grace is the principalleft 
Medicament, and falue for our foules; d T ke |4 John 1.14. 
onely begotten Sonne of the Father, is full of grace . 
and trueth ; and obtaining grace from him wh» 
isthe Fountaine of grace, we fhall certainely find l 

~ |the trueth of his faying, e My grace is fafficient | ¢ z.Cor12.9. 
fer thee; fufficient to amend, orto mitigateall 
-our infirmities. 

Thirdly, Chrift is a moft louing Phifition,hee; 
regards our health and happinefle, but feekes 
not our filuer, gold, or riches : Eli/ha freely hea- 
led Naaman of his Leprofie, f and refufed to re-|€ 2,.Kin.5.16. 
ceine a reward from hint. aa 

Chrift, Ree heales vs from the Leprofie of 
finne, alfo hee heapes his benefits vpon vs, and 
beftowes rich rewards vpon his ynworthie crea- 
tures ; and to procure our health , Chrift was. 
content to make the medicine of his owne heart 
blood : Fufus ef fanguis medici, cy factum eft Me- | August lib. 
dicamentum phrenetici, | 5. contra. 

Fourthly, Chrift is a moft humble Phifition, | "#”- 

G g mecke 
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e Mat.t1.29. |S meeke and lowly in heart, efteeming of poore 


n A&10.3 4: 


Plutarep. in 
cpalriy, 


i Toh.3.13, 
& paffim. 


k Mar 22.15: 


and ignoble men, who dwell in {mall cot- 
tages, as of the Nobleand rich perfonages, who 
remaine in pleafant Palaces,» For God is no accep- 
ter of perfous. 

.Chrift, hee ts very vnlike that vaine Phifition 
Menecrates, who being but a man, ftiled him- 
felfe god in his letter directed'to King A gefi- 
laus : Yet that naturall wife King, offended at 
the prefumption of that foolifh man, wifhed 
him a found minde, and a right iudgement. 

Our Phifition being God himfelfe, tooke vp- 
on him our nature, and in great humilitie cal- 
led himfelfe ithe fonne of man, fe 

Fiftly, Chrif isa moft happie Phifition, ‘be- 
caufe none of his patients did euer perifh in their 
fickeneffe, k For the blind receine fight, and the 
halt goe, the lepers are cleanfed, the deafe heare, 
the dead are raifed vp, the moft dangerous and 
deadly difeafes which hee vndertakes, are fuftici- 
ently cured and remooued. 

And Chrift hee moft perfectly performes the 
duetie of a happie Phifition,which is(according 
to the iudgement of A felepiades , one expert 


Cornel Celf. | himfelfe inthat Art) Medici officium eft, ut cito, 


1 Mat.8. 36. 
m Luke 439 


ut tuie, ut incunde curet, It is the duetie of a 
Phifition to cure {peedily, furely, pleafantly. 
Chrift healeth the difeafed quickely, becaufe 
| he cafi out the vacleane fpirits with bis word, ana 
healed all that were ficke; m when Peters wiues 
mother was taken with a great fener, Chrift; hee 
food ouer her, and vebwked the feauer, and it left 


her: 
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{ro our health by our heauenly Phyfition, wee 
{fhould fhew our thankfulneffe towards ‘him, ‘as 
that Cripple did to Peter and John, he followed 
| ther , 8 He extred with them into the Temple prai- 
fing God. + s 

TheGræcians exceedingly honoured Hippo- 
crates, and efteemed him worthy of diuine wor- 
fhip, becaufe he @orerold that the plague of pe- 
ftilence,was comming, and did fend his difciples 
to helpe and fupport the difeafedé 
_ Our Phyfition he forewarnes vs of the wrath 
of God, and of his plagues, he auerts and ftayes 
the iyslgements of God , that they doe not feize 
vpan.vs, he worketh our health, he procures our 
reconciliation with God, and our eternal! falua- 
tion. "What thankfulneffe fhould wee fhew to 
him, with what honour fhould we adore him, 
how earneftly and willingly fitould wee follow 
him, praifing and worfhipping his glorious name 
for euer. 

lefus Chrifth Who is the great Sheepheard of the 
Jheepe through tne blood of the enerlafting couenant, 
he is moft neceflaric for vs,i That he might gather 
together in one the children of God which were fcat- 
sered, k That he may feed them, and giue them peace, 
that they may dwell fafely in the wilderneffe, and 
leepe inthe woods; now the fheepe of Chrifts pafture 
are men, faith the Lord God. 

dacob he was a good fheepheard , he fuffered 
great paines for the goodof his fheepe ; ! Jn the 
day he was confumed:with heate , and with frost in 
the night, and fleepe departed from his eyes. | 
Geos So! 


45 


8 AG,3.2. 


Plin. lib, 7. 
PP.37 


Chrift our 
Paftour. 

h Heb.13, 20. | 
iToh.rr.§2. 


k Fzech, 34: 
235295310 


? Gen 31,40. 


> 


CHAP. TI. Christ mofi neceffarie for vs. 


Som Mofes, when he kept the fheepe of lethro 
his father in law, he droue the flocke farre within 
the defart , to, the end they might haue more 
plentie of foode. 

Dauid was a {trong and couragious fheep- 
heard, for "whena lyon came and tookea fheepe out 
of the flocke, Danid went out after the Lyon and 
caught him, ana tooke it out of hig month, he [mote 
the Lyon and flue him. 

The great Sheepheard of ourfoules is more 
painfull then Zacob, more carefull and prouident 
then Mofès, more {trong and couragious then 
Dauid. > 

Chrift heo eadured the croffe, and [fuf ered con- 
tempt p He humbledhimfelfe and became obedient to 
the death, 1 He maketh his fheepe to refl im greene 
pasture, they [hall not want; £ He followeth the lofi 
fheepe, he finds it, helayeth. it on his fhoutders with 
joy, he carviethithomes 

Chrift he is more ftrong then Danza, he deli- 
uers vs from the diuell our aduerfarie , {Who as 
avoaring Lyon walketh about continwally , feeking 
whom he may denonre. © 5. ~v 

Let every one of vs confefle in finceritie, and 
pray feruently , faying, with the holy man of 
God, t/ haue cone affray like aloft fheepe, feeke thy 
feruant,for I doe not forget thy commandements. 

Itis very manifeit by proofe of continuallex 
perience,thar there is an abfolureneceffitie of the 
foure elements for che maintenance of this out 
earthly life, bit certainly we ftand in greater 
need of che Lord Icfus, tor the fuftenanceand | 

pre- 


Vie. 


t Pfal. r19. 
176: 


——— ann 
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paion of thefpirrualllife of our foules, 
Theelement of the Ayre refrefheth vs ,. it is 
theelement of our aia and Ey of our 
Being. 
_.. The Water ferues to cleanfe and to wath a- 
way oar fi ar a om for: ripy other good 
viess = ` if 
. Fire or bom warmes y VS , and prepares foode 
for thenourifhment of our 'corruptible bodies. 
~TheEarth bearesvs, albeit , Fe- grogeth wn- 


eth vs, and doth carry. thorow the fecret veines 
thereof, the water of the Ocean, -fatre from 


Seay tobe fweer and pleafant tovs: ©- -! - 


doth refrefh vs with.oy, with comfortjand with 
the lightiofthis countenance; bZ» bins we bane 


inwesin his blood, he watmeth - our cold frozen) 
hearts with the heate of his loue. if: 2 10 

: f We who merealiants and firangers fromthe cor 
wenant of promife, and we who were farkeoffy are 
made neere by his blood; we are no more firangers' 
zor forreiners; but Citizens withthe Saints, and 
of the hoxfrold of Ged. Yea, s When the Ele- 


= 


workes shat are therein foak bee burnt up, and 


things {hall forfakeves Egem shes ChrifkB ball be 


der us, for the burthenof: our fi anes, itmourith- | 


‘man’, it: makes the. falrand bitrer iaire of the 


But ‘Chriftis much more needfull for VS; ‘he | 


peace;cin hemp we line, wee mosse; andhaneoàr Be-. 
ing, Chrift pureeth ws zd and wafheth us friem our | 


ments foall melt with heates ‘and the earth with the 


theheavens|hal pfe sway mitha noy fe, and all | 


aa — wee a | 


b Ioh.16.3 2> 


© AG. 17,28. 
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be all, andin all things to vs ; he will neuer leane 

‘Ioh.14.3- | vs, k He will receiue vs unto bimfelfe, that where he 
is, there we may be alfo, remaining and raigning 
with him in eternall and vn{peakeable glory. 

Vie. The confideration of this, that Chrift is fo 
To feeke | neceflarie for vs,fhould mooue vs,and vrge vs to: 
Chrift. fecke him firft of all and principally, to feeke him 

diligently and carefully, tofeeke him intime, to 

fecke him in the right place where he isto be 

found , to feeke him in feare and humilitie, | to 

feeke him in truth and finceritie , to feeke him 
continually and conftantly. . 

Firft, We fhould feeke him principally, for if 

' Math.6.33. |1 Firfi we fhould fecke the kingdeme of God (wee 

fhould {eeke Him firft and: principally) whe # 

mYoh.r4.6. | the way to that. kingdome, and nwho w the giuer 
© Mat. 25.34-| and beflower of that kingdome. 

Secondly , Let ys {eeke Chrift diligently, for 

oLukt5.8 | fo,he feekes vs, as°.2 woman if hee lofe onepeeceof 

| filuer, dois tight a candle, and fweepe the honfe; and 

feeke diligently till fhee finde it. By our diligent 

feeking of Chrift, we declare and teftifie that we 

P atethercrue.Speule of Chrift; who déefireth to 

P Cant 3-2. | be1oynedunfeparably to her husband , -p/eekes 

hin by nightzand if {hee finde him not fhe rifeth and 

goeth aboutinthe Citic by the fireets, and by the-open 

places , and aiketh the watch-men , and aitigently 

| feekes him whom her foule loues; srllifhee finde him 

and take holdon him, ><- v> s i 


a 1fa.g¢.6. Thirdly, Letvs feeke Chrift intimes:a Secke |, 
yee the Lord while he may be found , calle upon him. 
while he is neere s :Letthe wicked-Sorfake hissvates, 

and 
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and the onrizhteous his owne imaginations, and re- 
surne unto the Lord, and he wik haue mercy upon 
| ham, and to our God, for heis very ready to foretue. 
-The foolifh Virgins fought Chrift, but vn- 
timoufly; * When the gate was fhut, they criéd,| « Mahagas. 
Lord, Lord, open unto vs, but hee an/wered verily 
I know jon not. 
If we defire the Lord neere vnto vs, that fo ti- 
moufly we may feeke him and finde him, our 
ioy and our treafure,let vs labour to obtaine mel- 
ting and broken hearts,and forrowfull foules, be- 
caufe of our grieuous firmes and hainous tref- 
paffes committed againft fo good a God, fo 
kinde and fo graciousa God for vs ; £ The Lord) ¢ Pial, 34.18. 
willbe neereunto them that are of acontrite heart, 
and-will faue fuch as be afflicted in fpirit. 
- Fourthly , When we addreffe our felues to 
feeke Chrift , let vs refort to the right place, and 
-tothe bleffed companie of the godly’people:| - 
lohn he faw t Chrift in the mdf of the feuen golden |tRentt. - 
candle-flrckes, abiding with great maieftie, pow- 
er and glory. We fhould fecke Chrift inthat 
, a that focietie; where he promifed to 
e prefent,in the Church,among the aflembly of 
the righteous. "Loe, Lam with you alwates untill| u Math.28.20 
the end of the world. 
Fifthly, Seeing Chrift is fo neceffarie,it is our 
dutie to feeke him with holy feare and humility, 
as Jacob fought his fathers bleffing ; he feared 
a least he fbould haue beene curfed., vith humilitie |a Gen,27. 12. 
and feate he fought his bleffing. | 
That happie woman Queene Efter, while fhee 
| H Was ° 
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wasto fecke her owns life, and the life of ber 
people from her husband King > Afbuerus , re- 
membring her owne vnworthinetle and indigni- 
tie, and beholding the King his maieftic and lo- 
ry, with preparation,fearc, humilitie and fafting 

fhe came to the King, and made her humble fup: 
plication to him, fhee round fauour in his fight, 
her requelt was granted vnto her. 

Thus we feeking Jefus in holy feare, in humili- 
tie, with fa(ting, with preparation; wee fhall 
finde him: we may draw neereto him while he 
holds vp the golden {cepter of his mercy vnto vs. 

Sixtly, Let vs feeke Chrift in finceritie for 
his owne fake, to glorifie and honour his “holy 
name; not as the carnall lewes, who fought 
Chrift for their bellies, © That they might be filled, 
wherefore Chrift he reprooues them ; but let vs | 


| with earneft ftudie feeke Chrift, and Jabourto 


be like Nathaniel, 4 True d/raeiites in whom is no 
grile, fo Chrift fhall accept of vs. 

Seauenthly, If it bee profitable forvs to pray 
continually , it will bee profitable alfoto feeke 
Chri continually ; Chrifli nativitas fanttificat 
noftram,einsvita inftr ait nefiram cius mors defirwit 


| seftram, Chrifts birth fanétfies our birth , his 


life inftruéts ours , and his death deftroyeth our 
death. Jncaffum laborat in acqustfitione virtutum 
qui eas alibi quam in Chriffo guarit, In vaine doe 
any labour to acquire vertues, who feckethem 

in any other place then in Chrift. 
When we by the grace of God are dutifully 
exercifed inféeking of the Lord Jefus , we ais 
c 
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be well affured to finde him , whom our fonie lo~) £ Cant.1.6, 
seth fecing itis his owne gracious promile, Aske | s math.7.6, 
and it [hall be giucn you, feeke and ye fhal finde,euen | 
Chrift himfelfe, who is of greateft excellencies | 
in whom thereis fufficiencte of all good, to be 
| our King to deliuer vs, who naturally are in bon- 
dage ; to defend vs thar are infirme and weake of 
| our felues; to gouerne vs, who are vnruly ; wee 
| fhall finde him to bean high Prieft, to make in- 
terceffion for vs, who are guiltie, to reconcile vs 
{troour God, who were hisenemies; to bleffe vs 
with fpirituall bleflings ; we fhall finde him our 
‘Doctor to inftru& vs that are ignorant; our Phy- 
fition to heale vs that are difeafed ; our Paftor 
to feed vs, who are moft indigent , to the great 
ioy of our hearts, tothe eternall comfort of our 
foules, to our euerlafting happineffe. 


Cuar. III. 
Of the Loue of Chrift, 


r Vr blefied Sauiour, fo excel- 
Y lentin his owne nature, fone- 
ceffarie for vs, he is alfo moft 
louing and merciful to vs. 
The vndoubred affurance, 
2 andthe firme perfwafion of 

-his great loue and ardent af- i 
fection towards vs , isthe caufe of our vnfpeak- 
H 2 able 
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able ioy and confolation: Yea, the-diligent re- 
membrance of this loue of God to his owne 
Saints, is the caufe oft-times of their wonder 
and admiration ; 20 Lord my God, thou hafi made 
thy wonder fullwerkes fo many , that nonecan count 
inorder to thee thy thoughts towards us : I woald 


am able to expreffe. 

b How deare therefore are thy thoughts vato mes, 
O God! bow great 15s the fumme of them! If 1 foould 
count them, they are moe then the fand : © who may 
be. able to comprehend what is the breadth, and 
length, and depth, and height: And to know the 
loue of Chrift which pafferh knowledge. ) 

Ifthe infinite loue. of Chrift towards his owne 
cannot be comprehended, how can it be fufhel- 
ently vttered or declared; Yet let vs remember. 
for our comfort and inftruéction, that the loue of 
Chrift towards his Saints is eternall, great, con- 
ftant, fweet, wife, ftrong, manifeft, anaturall 


Firft, Chrifts Lowe is eternall , because he lo- 
ued vs before the world was made, he d who chofe 
us ande prepared a kingdome for vs before the foun- 
dation of tae world, he alfo loued vs before the 
beginning of the world: But Chriit chofevs, 
and prepared a kingdome for vs ,. before. the 
foundation of ‘the world. It is true shen he lo- 
ued vs before the world was made, ewen he lonead 
us, and predeftinare vs to happineffe from all eterni- 
tie, which worketh all things after the counfer of his. 
owne wil so his glory to our felicitie. 

Secondly, | 


Of the Loue f Chrif. 


Secondly, Chrifts loue is very great, hisaf- 

fection wonderfull tender towardes his owne, 
s Hiseyes are upon them, his eares are open to their 
crie; his heart pittieth them, his hand helpeth 
them, Ace delinereth them out of all their troubles, 
hee will neuer forger them ; 4 Caz a woman for- 
gether childe ; though fhe fhould forget; yet Chrif 
will not forget his Saints, fori he fèts them asa 
feale vpon ins heart, and a fignet vpon his arme. 
. His loue is more tender and ardent, thenthe 
loue of parents to their children ; * Though my 
Father and Mother fhould forfake me, yet the Lord 
will gather mevp,and be the God of my faluation ; 
1 Greater loue then thishath no man, when any man 
beffoweth his life for his friends, 

Some: Mothers for the preféruation of their 
naturall-life , haue killed their owne children, 
mand did eat them ; we reade ofno Mother, who 
did gine her owne flefh'to be food for her child, 
| to faue his life in time of famine : But our moft 
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| gaue his owne flefh for the life of the World, he was 
willingly content to die, that we might liue eter- 
nally with him in his happie Kingdome. 
Thirdly, Chrifts tender loue is alfo conftant 
and-permanent, ° Forafmuch as he loued his owne 
whith were inthe World, unte the end hee loued 
them .» With him there is no variableneffe,neither 
Joadowing by turning ;qThe Lord changes not,and 
the fonnes of Tacob are not confumed. 
: The great King of Heauen, is not as the mor- 
tallkings on this earth,who oftentimes will alter 
ji H 3 their affections, 
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fection, and change their fauorto wrath andin- 
dignation; " King Ahafhuerofh did promote Ha. 
man, cr exalted him aboue all his Princes but fhort- 
ly after in hiswrath commanded! tohang him, 

Who was in greater fauour with Cdlexander 
the great, then Clytws or Callifihenese yer Clytus 
within fhort {pace was killed, and Cadsithenes 
tormented. 

Who in greater credit with Solyman the Mag- 
nificient, fourth Emperour of the Turkes, then 
Abraham Bafa, whom Solyman made Vefier, 
whichis the cheefe of all the Baffaes, and Pre- 
fident of his Councell , the greateft honour 
inthe Turkith Empire, next vnto the Emperour 
himfelfe? And to honour him yet more, hee 
deliuered him his private Signet, wherewith 
the Turkifh Emperours neuer vfed ro truft any 
but themfelues ; what hee commaunded was 
done, and whatfoeuer hedid was taken for well 
done. He might without the Emperours know- 
ledge giue any office, yea, the gouernment of 
whole Prouinces and Countries vnto his fauo- 
rites; without whofe companie Sosyean was as 
one halfe dead. 

Hee fo poffeffed the Emperotr, that many ` 
commonly faid the fouleof Solyman lined in A- 
byaham, But quickly after, Abraham fo much 
beloued and. honoured, is brought in difgrace 
with Solymaz , He in the Court was murthered 
by the commandement of the Emperour, and 
fo became the fcorne of Fortune, the lamenta- 
ble {pectacle of mans fragilitie. 


But | 
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= ———— eens 
| Bm wh foeuer, fhall, attaine co that: happi- 
nefe as.once to\imioy the Joue’and fauour of 
lefus, hee may-certainely bee per{waded, never 
to loofe the fame; For 2 God is not asman that bee 
fhould repent, band the gifts and calling of God 
ave without repentance, © who fball: feparate vs 
from the lone of Chrift, à hee will not breake the 
bruifed reed, nor quench the fmoaking flaxe, but 
bring foorth indgement an trueth, who e will fuf- 
ficiently haue compafsion om them that .are igno- 
rapt, and out of the way. l ; 

Dilexit nos Christus dulciter fapienter fortiter, 
dulciter qued carnem induit, fapienter quod cul- 
pam vitauit , fortiter quod -mortem fuflinutt. 
Chrift hath-loued vs Sweetly, Wifely, Couragi- 
onfly ; Sweerly, becaufe hee was clothed with 
our Ath; Wifely, becaufe hee efchewed our 
fault; CCouragioufly, becaule he fuffered death, 
that £ through the fuff ering of death, by Gods grace 
he might tafi death for all men. `, i 

Chrift he loued vs Sweetly, when hee gbeing 
equall with God, tooke on him thè forme of a fer- 
nant, hand was made of a woman, i our Lord was 
made of the (cede of Dauid according to the flefh, 
k Without controuerfic, great is the mysterie of god- 


linef e, which is God manifefted in the ficfh,mftified 


= 


‘in the Spirit, feene of Angels, preached unto the 

Gentiles, beleened-on inthe World, ana receiued up 
in glory. 7 | 

Is qui fecerat hominem , factus eff quod fecit, 

ne periret, quod fecit factuseft, home fufcipiendo, 

quod nen-crat, non perdende quod crat, Hee e O 
made 
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made man, hath become what hee hath made ; 


‘Teaft that which he hath made fhould perith ; he 


hath become man, by taking that which he had 
not,not by loofing that which he had. 

Chrift hath loued vs Sweetly, who being e- 
qaall with God in glory, did take upon him our 
nature, and 1 was compaffed with our infirmities, 
and was found in our fhape, becaufe hee loued vs 
fo, he would worke that great worke of our re- 
demption. 

King Achab ™ when he went unto the battel 
against the Aramites, he did change his apparell, 
vndoubtedly not of loue, but of feare. 

Our Sauiour, n the feed of the woman, who was 
to breake the head of the Serpent, o hee made him- 


felfe of no reputation, and was made like vnto 


men, and was found in fhape like as a man; his cx- 
ceeding loue and wonderfull affection, was the 
caufe that mooued him to make fuch an ex- 
change, asto take our flefh, and give tovs his 
righteoufneffe. 

Fiftly, Chrift hath loued vs moft Wifely ; for 
albeit, heetooke vpon him our nature, yet hee 
was not defiled with our finne, p Chrif did not 
finne, neither was there guile found in bis mouth. 

Asthat Serpent of braffe,which Mofes by the 
direction of God lift vp inthe Wilderneffe, it 
had the fhape of a Serpent, but not the ve- 
home, nor poifon of a Serpent ; Yes, 4 when a 
fierie Serpent had bitten a man, if he looked vp to 
the Serpent of braffe, he recouered and lined, 

So Iefus Chrift! became the fonnecf man, that 

l whofoewer 
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whofoeuer beleeseth in him fhould not perifb, bat 
hane eternall life. 

He was clad with our nature, but not polluted 
with finne, being £ the holy Sonne of God, con- 
ceined by the Holy Ghoft , borne of the Virgine 
Mary. . 

Wee haue great comfort in this fimilitude,be- 
caufe'Chrift being very God, isvery man alfo in 
one perfon; wee haue greater comfort in the 
diffimilitude, becaufe albeit Chrift bee man like 
ynto vs, yet hee is no finfull man as weeare; but 
is holy, harmeleffe, the undefiled Lambe of God 
without {pot, 2 which knew no finne, that we fhould 
be made the righteoufnelfe of God in him. 

‘Seeing the Sonneof God hath affumed our 
nature,he is a fit Sauiour to fatisfie the Iuftice of 
his Father, forthat tranfgreffion and fault com- 
mitted by man ; for itis agreeable to reafon,that 


becaufe man finned againft God, hee fhould al- 


fo make fatisfaction for finne. 

And feeing Chrift was free from finne, & the 
holy Son of God, not fubic& to any inbred im- 
pictie, thatis a greater comfort for vs; thereby 
wemay bee affured whatfoeuer Chrift fuffered, 
it was for our fakes ; b Hee was wounded for our 
tranferefsions, hee was broken for our iniquities: 
the chaftifement of our peace was uponhim, with 
his firipes we arehealed, andthe Lord hath laid 
upon him the iniquities of vs all, 

* Chrift our moft holy high Prieft, isnot like 
the Leuiticall Priefts ; For ¢ they were bound to 
offer for finnes, afwell for their owne part, as ee 
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the peoples, becaufe they were finfull like the 
people : But Chrift who is altogether free of fin, 
dHath appeared once to put away finne, by the fa- | ` 
crifice of himfelfe. Chrift being without finne, 
is moft fit to make fatisfaction for vs whoare 
finners. 

Sixtly, our Sauiour loued vs Valiantly, be- 
caufe he fuffered death for vs, and that mof wil- 
lingly, not by conftraint or compulfion ; ¢ No} 
man taketh my life from me, but J (faith he) lay zt | 
downe of my felfe; I haue power to lay it downe, 
and to take it up againe. And {of hath abolifhed 
death, and hath brought life, and immortalitiewn- 
to light through the Gofpel. - 

Quemadmodum infestum animalculum cui no- 
men velpa, cum impetit Petram, non eam ledit in- 
curfa, fed potius perdit aculeum, fic mors vehemen- 
ter falfa eft incurrens vitam, que eft Chrifius Ie- 
fs, ton enim potuit cums tenere mors, fed ipfa po- 
tins açuleum perdidit. 

Like as that troublefome little beaft called the 
Wafpe, when it inuades a hard Rocke, it hurts 
not the Rocke by that onfet, but rather loofes 
her fting: So death was greatly deceiued by | 
fetting vpon life, which is Chrift Iefus ; for 
death cou!dnor hold him, but rather loofe her 
fting ; fothat Chrift fitteth triumphantly ; ° O4 
death, where is thy fling? O graue, where is thy 
wictory ? 

Seuenthly, Chrifts loue towards vs is mant |. 
feft and apparent, not an obfcure or hid loue; it 
appeares cleerely both by his words or ftiles 

which 
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which he giucth vs, and by his workes which he , 

did for vs; Chrift faith to the godly foule ? i My 

Sifter, my Spoufè, my Loue my Done, my undefiled,’ ~ 

open to me, gee me; He calleth his people: his he- + ae 

vitage, hisk portion , the lot of his inheritance, LHe .. 

that toucheth them , toucheth the apple of the Lords x Dentiro. 

eye; and Chrift when he is {peaking of any , who ,' Zach.2.8. 

m fhal doe his Fathers will, he faith the fame is my 

brother, my fifter, and mother. m Math.12,50 
All thofe ftiles which Chrift giueth to his| 

owne, are louing and comfortable. 

So the workes which he doth to them, they 
are very pleafant and profitable. 

Firft, He awaites vpon our comming to him, 
and expects vs a longer time then Samyel did 
awaite for Dawid, when he wasto anoynt him | a a 
King ouer Ifrael ; o He flands at the doore of onr| °° S 
hearts and knockes, If any man heare bis voice, and | 
| open the doore, he will come in vato bins, and fuppe 
with him. 

Gemina dulcedo fuauitatis exuberat ip peZore 
Chrifli, longanimitas in expectando, ex facilites i 
an ewido Souble fweernet of creatine a- pair 
bounds in Chrifts heart, his patience, longani- 
mitie ina waiting for vs, his readinefle to giue 
gifts to Vs. 

Secondly , When we haue wandred and gone 
aftray, and are as loft fheepe inthe wildernefle of 
this world, he followeth vs, he feekes ys di- 
ligently while he finds vs, p he layeth vs on his TE 
Jhoulders with ioy , and brings vs home againe in- im, 
tothe fheepe-fold of his obedience. 

Bia Thirdly 
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Thirdly, Becaufe he loucd vs,he hath fufered 
much paine for vs, more then 4 lacob faffred for 
Rachel ; : Hereby haue me perceiued his leue that he 
layed downe his life for vs, 1 and hath redeemed vs 
from the curfe of thelaw, when he was made a cur fe 
for vs, that through him the blefsing of Abraham 
might come upon vs, that we might receiue the pro- 
mifeof the Spirit through faith. 

Fourthly, Becaufe Chrift. loued vs,, he hath 
fought valiantly to obtaine and purchafe vs to 
himfelfe,; he hath fought more valiantly then 
aOthniell did for Achfab the daughter of Caled, 
whom hee gat to wife, witha field, and witha 
bleffing : But b Chrif bath /poiled the Principalities 
and Pawers , and bath madea fhew of thera.openly, 
and hath triumphed ouer them in the croffe. 

Fifthly, Becaufe he hath loued vs, he hath pa- 
tiently borne with our infirmities , and did.not 
forfake vs when we did offendhim,; ¢ Though 
we fall, we [hall not becaft off , for the Lord putteth 
under bis hand; As the father hath compafsion vp- 
en his children fo hath the Lord compafsion anthem 
shat fearebim, Parents doe not reiectand defpife 
their difeafed and fickly children, but rather che- 


aifh them and. beare with them ; the loue of 


Chrift is more ardent, who beareth with our 

impetfedctions, and healeth all our infirmities. 
Sixtly e Chrif hath forgiuen vs all.our trefpaffes, 
and bath put ont the hand-writing that was againft 
us, euen he took out of the wap that obligatio which 
was contrary tows. Thus hedifchargeth vs of a 
moft dangerous debt, hee cureth vs of a moft 
deadly 
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deadly difeafe, he prefernes vs trom a snoft cru- 
ell enemie, he delivers vs from a mañ darke pri- | 
`J fon,.he wafheth vs from moft filthy {pots. ‘That 
happie woman did euidently dec:are her great 
loue to Chrift, while thee 4 did wafh his feete with 
her teares , and did wipe them with her haire, and 
kiffed thein and anointed them with oyatmest. 
Butthis is a greater demonftration of Chrifts 
loue towards vs, for thathe hath wafhed vs vile 
and miferable finners with his owne blood, from 
the filthineffe and pollution of our finnes , and 
canoynted cur eyes with eye [alue., that we may fees 
Andy she anoynsing which we haue receined from 
him dwelleth in vs, and teacheth us all thingsnecd- 
full for vsto know for our.eternall faluation. 
| Andasin loue he hath delivered ys from the 
| greateft euill,and hath difcharged vs of the wostt | 
debt; fo alfo in his incomprehenfible fauour., he 
hath beftowed.vpon vs the greateft good; and 
| furnifhed to vs the moft pretious and durable 
riches. : a 
| When as .4uguffus Cafar had of his owneac- 
cord payed the. debe of-a Senator his fauorire, 
and had releeued him of that heauie burden,, he 
was therefore renowmed and greatly praifed ;. 
Yethe didnot beftow a fufficient maintenance, 
whereupon his friend: afterward might hanebin 
intertained , ashe being aduertifed of that mat: 
ter,did write tothe Emperour, 44/2 nihil, Fhou 
haft giuennothingto me. e. 


d Tuk.7,;8, 


e Reu.3.18; 
f p Ioh. 2.37. 


Macrobius, 
L, 2. Saturn, 
cap. Ss 


’, Bur Chriftas-he harb wreleened vs,-of-a moft 
troublefome debi, by making fatisfaction there- 
a. I 3 o 5) 
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of; fo further ,' hee will:giue vsmore pretious | 
iewels, and more worthy raymentthen $ Eleazer 
Abrahams fervant gaue to Rebecca, and ha better 
inheritance thé Daad gaue to Mephibofheth:yea, 
i He willreceine from him a kingdome which caznot 
be fhaken’; but remuacneth with vs for ener: ' So we 
may fay, k Chrifte nobis omnia cy in Omnibus, 
Chiiftis all to vs,-and in all things. ~ 

‘This was a true fignification of the loue of 
Eutlmerodach King of Babel’, toward Jehotachin 
King of Tudah,, for’that ! he lifted up his head 
and brought hin out’ of prifon , he fpake kindly to 
him, and changed his prifon garments , he fer his 
throne aboue thethvone of bis Princes that were with 
| him in Babel ‘andhe did gine him «a continual por- 
tion all the dayes:of his life. 

Chrift hath giuen a more fure demonftration of 
his lowe towards vs y who: brings'vs forth from | 
a filthy prifon; who {péakes peaceably and com- | 
fortably to ovr confciences, who changeth oùr 
prifon, rent and polluted garments, who be-i 
ftoweth vponvs ™ the Sprrit of truth which will 
leadevsin'all truth , and à who will grant tovs, 
that we fhall fis with Him | and with bis Father in 
his throne, to praife and bleffe his glorious name for 
| ener andener, ` i 

“Thus the Loucof Chrilt may be yery mani- 
felt and well knowne to vs, by his awaiting for 
vs, who arelingring’; by his feeking of vs, when | 
weare wandring ; by -his taking paines for vs, 
who were-fleeing and départine from bit; by 
fighting rvs fe ‘Olir Redemption ! by fFe- 
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>, 
ring vs who are infirme and weake; by forgiuing 
vs great debts, by beftowing vpon ys great be- 
nefits. s 7 

Eightly, Chrifts Loue is naturall, not forced ; 
a He taketh away imiquitie, and paffeth by the tranf- 
erefsions of his heritage, he. reteineth net his wrath 
for ener, beeaufe mercie pleafeth him ; He wil turne 
againe and hane compafsion vponvs,hewill fubdue 
our iniquities , and caft all our finnes into the bot- 
tome of the Sea: We may therefore (becaule 
Chrifts loue is naturall,and mercy pleafeth him) 
with affured confidence beleeue all his promifes. 

If a couetous or auaricious worme, would 
promifevs great benefire, we might haue caufe 
to.doubt of the performance of that promife, 
feeing it is contrary to his nature to be. liberall 
or beneficiall. 

But Chrift when he promifeth good things, 


we may be certainly. perfwaded that in ductime | 


he will accomplifh and fulfill what euer he hath 
promifed ; for he doth b quiet hinsfelfe in his lone. 
His favour is naturall to him, as itis naturall to a 
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Naturall, 
4 Mich.7. 18, 
19, 


Gratious. 


b Zeph., 17. 


linely fountaine , to giue forth her ftreames of | Simi. - 


wholefome water , and to the bright Sunne to 
giue light and heate where it fhineth : So it is 
naturall to Chri, who is the true fountaine and 
well-{pring of all bleflednefle, and who is ¢ the 
Sonne of righteoufneffe, to Wiig enlighten, and 
| giue health and grace to all his beloued Saints. 
where cuer they remaine ponhs earth. 
Ninthly, The Loueof Chrift, isa moft free 


Loue, no waies merited by vs ;- for itis. extended |Loue free. 
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to miferable, finfull, vnworthy, and-wretched 
creatures : Chrift will cure our miferi¢, d heale 
our rebellion, he will lone vs freely, his anger will be 
turned away from vs, he will makevs happie for 
euer. 

I will fpeake God-willing, of our naturall mi- 
{erie and wretchedneffe, in the next Chapter. 

But firft, propound the vie of this dodtrine, 
viz, that we fhould loue Chrift, who hath fo 
loued vs. i 

Secondly, The euident fignes, and fome infal- 
lible tokens of thofe that loue Chrift, whereby 
they may truly ‘know whether they loue Chrift 
their Redeemer or not. 

Thirdly, Some comforts and benefits, which 
p prepared for all thofe that loue the Lord 

efus. 

Firft, it is our dutie to loue and affect our Sa- 
uiour with a moft ardent and earneft affection ; 
the faithfull foule, the true Spoufe of Chrift 
faith ¢ Zara ficke of lone; Great is her affection |. 
towards Chrift, great willbe the confolation fhe 
fhall receive from Chrift ; f He will bring ber to 
the wine-cellar, his lone will be a banner over her, 
he will flay-ber with flagons , and comfort her with 
his apples, bis fruit will be {weet and delectable unto 
Ler mouth, his comforts will refre(h her for euer. 
Let vs not preferre the loue of any worldly 
thing or car hly commoditie vnto the loue of 
Chrift, for fo did the Gadarens , from 8 whom 
Chriftdenarred, whom he left in mifery and 
bondvge: But let vs h love the Lord onr God, with 

all 
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allour heart , and with all our foule , that we may 
line ; Hethat loueth his life better then Chrif , [hall 
lofe it, and he that hateth his life inthis world, fall 
keepe it unto life eternal, 

Secondly, The inward affection of our heart, | Loue 
fhould appeare euidently, and be manifeft to all, | Chrift o- 
by the outward profeffion of our mouth ; i Who- E 
foener therefore fhal conféffe Chrifi before men,| 7S 
Chrift will confepe him alfo before his heanenly Fa- 
ther ; whofaewer (ball deny Chrift before men, him 
alfo will Chrift deny before his heauenly Father 
which is in beanes ; & Whofoener Jhal be afhamed of 
Chrift and of his words among this finfull and adal- 
terows genePation, of him {ball the Soune of man al- 
fe beafbamed, when he commeth ia the glory of his 
Father with the holy Angels. 

The good Emperour Joujanws , who was of 
excellent wit, and found Iudgement, giuen to 
letters, and therewith well learned, he was a 
faithfull and fineere Chriftian ; Infomuch that 
when the Apoftata Julianus, commanded that 
no Chriftian fhould bee a Captaine, neither 
fhould haueany charge or office in the warres. 
fowianus pleafantly anfwered, that he made grea- 
ter account of the faich whereof he made pro- 
feffion, then of any dignitie or honour he inioy- 
ed, and fo gaue vp his charge: Yet afterwards 
hee was aduanced to great honour, cuen with. 
greatioy and applaufe chofen Emperour , and 
the Emperiail enfignes given to him. His loue 
to Chrift, as it was intire and ardent, fo he pub- 

likely with danger and loffe for a time, profefTed | 
: the 
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the fame,as many other Martyrs,the faithfull fer- 
uants of the Lord, who albeit! they were stoned , 
bewen afunder , albeit they were flaine with the 
[word , afflicted and tormented, yer did they ne- | 
ucr deny their Matter, nor forfake their faith, 
but becaufe of their great and inward affection , 
they publikely, conftantly, and openly confeffed 
their Lord, m holding faft their profefsions whofe 
example fhould be a paterne to vs to loue Chrift 
as they did, ardently and manifeftly in the view 
and fight ofall the world, and neuer to bee afha- 
med of fuch a good Matter. 

Thirdly, Wee fhould conftantly loue Chrift 
at all times, and neuer fuffer our lout to decays, 
but that continually it be feruent, manifeft,plen- 
tifull and conftant. Asthe Hawke while fhee is 
fit to catch the Prey and liuely to Ace well, fhee 
is fet on the hand of the King or Nobleman; but 
if fhee be olde or dead, then fhee is caft off, or to 
the dunghill : So wee when we loue Chrift with 
alacritieand cheerefulnefle,then we are on Gods 
right hand, in his fauour and loue : Butif wee 
die and decay in loue,we are in the readie way to 
be caft off and caftaway. Our loue to Chrift is 
like a little fireor flame : Then wee muft not 
quench it, or caft water vpon it, for thar puts it 
out ; fo our finnes they bee as water, yea cucry| 
finne that we commit is as a difh of water caft on | 
the little fire of our loue , and by it we doe what | 
wee can to extinguifh and put out the fire of! 
Gods grace; but we muftdoeas the Pricfts did, 
who according to the commandement of God, | 

did! 
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didkeep the fire vp6 the Altar,neuer let zt co cut, 
but fed it continually; n The fire (faith the Lord) * Lev. 6.13, 
{hall ener burne upon the Altar, and nener goe out.) 

So we muft cheerifh and preferue this fire ofour 
loue, and carry wood to this fire daily and conti- | 
nually : if we be like the Ephefians , o who lefi ° Reu.z.4. 
their firft loue (as all are when we examine our 
felues throughly, we may foone perceiuea great 
and manifeft decay of ourloue) our Tudge will 
then p come again? vs hortly, and will remoone our 
candlefticke out of his place, except we amend ; and 
fuffer vs to remaine in fearefull and comfortleffe 
darkeneffe, and in ignorant blindnefle , defticute 
of the light of Gods louing countenance, 

» ‘But let vs endeauour with great diligence, that 
wee may haue fuch an affection and loue to 

Chrift, as Alary Magdalen had , who loued and | 
honoured Chrift in his life, and awaited on him 
at hisdeath, and fought him diligently after his thea) 
refurrection ; 3 te whom firf he appeared, comfor- | 1 Ioh. 20.15, 
ting her, and direéting her, to fhew his refurrecti- 
on to his Difciples. 

-= We reade of many women who were not} Plutarch in | 
enlightned with the knowledge of Gods word, | Pomp. 
that conftantly and firmely loued their hus- 
bands; Hypficrates wife to Mithridates a King | Valerius 
of Pontus, did change her apparell, and follow- | Maximus. 
ed her husband thorow many difficult and dan-| e4. cap.6. 
gerous waies, while he fled from Pompei, and 
was agreat comfort to him in time of his trou- 
ble,during the {pace of his exileand banifhment. 

Alfo Sulpitia, wife to Lentulus Cruftelie, when as | 
| K 2 herl 
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her mother Jai did watch ouerher narrowly, 
and keepe her moft diligently, leaft {hee thould 


follow her husband to Sicifia, banifhed by the 


Triumvers ; notwithf{tanding taking to her 
worne and common cloathes , accompanied 
with two maides, forfaking her mother, who 
with alluring words (no doubt) promifed her 
eafe and reft, and good entertainment, fhe priuily 
came to her husband, neither refufed fheeto ba- 
nith her felfe, that her loue and fidelirie towards 
her troubled husband, might the better appeare. 
It is greatly to be feared, that (as the £ Queene of 
the South will rife inindgcment , and condemne the 
Jewes, for their contempt of Chrift; fo enen 


Ethnicke women will rife inindgement with this | . 


a , and condemne it for their cold affe- 
ion and difloyaltie to Iefus Chrift, who effers 
to be the good husband of their foules : But let 
vs Í take up oar croffe and fokow Chrift, and for fake 
our felues. Let vs loue our heauenly husband moft 
conftantly, and adhere to him, moft ftedfattly 
affecting him, with a moft tender, an earneft, a 
conftant and a loyall affection. 

Now forafmuch as the prophane worldly | 
man, will profeffe openly , and affirme boldly, 
that he loues Chrift greatly: Yea, one would 
thinke a manifeft wrong doneto him, ifhisloue 
towards Chrift were called in queftion-, and he 
accounted as one thatis tLuke-warme , neither. 
hot nor cold, whom Chrift will (pew ont of his mouth, 
And fecing that " the heart is deceitful and wicked 
aboue-al things, whocan know it? Iwill briefely fet 
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downe fome fure fignes and tokens, whereby 
any. may know afluredly whether they loue 
Chrift rightly or not. 

-ie One that loueth Chrif truly, will be mind- 
full of Chrift continually, his firft thought in the 
morning willbe of him, his laft. cogitation in the 
eucning will bee of him, inthe day time, and 
night time hee willrhinke vpon him, and neuer 
fuffer that Chrift flip ont of his memorie, hee 
will fay with the faithfull foule, the true fpoufe | 
‘of Chrif , *Z wll remember thy loze more then 
wine, The people of God in their banifhment 
at. Babylon, did a newer forget Ierufalem , but 
remembred their Citie , and preferred it to their 
cheefe toy, becaufe of their loueto Ierufalem. If 
one loue earneftly the King of Ierufalem, he will | 
neuer forget him, but alwayes remember him 
with intire affection,and heartic thankefgiuing. 

Secondly, if thou loue Chrift in finceritic, 
thou wilt delight in his. word greatly, and re- 
ioyce to heare him {peaking to thee , thou wilt 
fay ; bit zs the voyce of my welbeloued ; c The fhecpe 
of Chrifi know his woyce, and follow their Sa- 
uiour, but they flee froma franger; becaufe they 
know not his yoyce, Thou wik take great pleafure 
to heare him {peake to thee, (for hed wil preach 
good tidings to thee, libertie to thee that artcap: 
tine, the opening of the Prifon to thee that. art | 
bound he will preach the acceptable yeere of | 
the Lord to thee,to comfort thee that mournes) 
and proclaime peace, and reconciliation to thee 
wha by nature was his enemie. 
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| Our defire Thirdly , whofoeuer loue Chrift as they 
of a com- | fhould do,they will defire eatneftly to haue foci- 
jmunion —_| etic and communion with Chrift; yea,to pofleffe 
with him. | Chrift, and to bee pofleffed by him , that they 
c Cant246. {may with feeling and experience teftifie e my 
beloned ts mine, and I am his, and to attaineto 
that fellowfhip and communion, they will bee 
content to fuffer great paines, and to beftow 
great charges and expenies. 

Gen.34.12-| Schechem,f when bis heart clane vate Dinah 
* | the daughter of lacol; while hee longed for her 
naturally, didaske her in Matriage ; He faid vn- 
to her Father, and to her Brethren, let mee finde 
fauourin your eyes, grant memy.requeft, and Iwill 
gine you whatfoener yee appoint mee, aske of mea- 
boundantly, both dowryand gifis, and I will gine 
as yeappoint mee, fothat yee gine mee the maide to 
wife; and for her fake he fuffered incifion in his 
Ach, aud he deferred wot tobe circumcifed becaufe 
he loued \acobs daughter. -S 
| Who fo loue Chrift fpiritually, withan car- 
neft and tender affection, to the end they may 
poflefle Chrif, and .iniey the pledges of his pre- 
fence, they, will.beecontent willingly to'beftow 
expenfes,, and to indure paines į yea, to fuffer 
sIoh-rr25. | death, thatthey may obtaine him, s Whos the 

re(urrection and the life. wis a 
Obedience Fourthly, obedience to the commandements 
to hiscom- | of Chrift,sis amoft tureargument of ‘a Chrifti- 


mande-  |ans affection towards Chrift; h Jf yee lone mee 
| an (faith he) keepe my Commandements: Dathan and 
| omt4ats: | Abiram loued norwtofes; for when he the Ruler 
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of the people fent: for them , they difobeyed | 
jand anfwered, i Wee will not come vp > therefore | i Nim 16.12.. 
they went downe aline into the pit, and theearth) ` | 
conered thera,’ | 

Dauid louedthe Lord tenderly; k Therefore | © pal.rvé.t. 
hee madeshaft, and delayed not-to keepe bis Com- |' Vial.119.60. 
mandements. 

Fiftly, if thou loue Chrift thou wilt be great- | Our for- - 
ly grieued and difcontented, when any difho- | tow for his 
nour or indignitie!is done|to him. W4bifhaz the | his ditho- | 
_lfonie of Zeruiah did carrie great affection to | "°°" | 
Danid, for when Shimei came out, curled and | 
iuiured Dauid, A bifhai was offended, and m fazd | ™ 2. Sama6.g| 
wnto the King, what doeth this dead dogee cur fe 
my lord the King? let me goe, I pray thee, and take 
away bis head, a ve 

Many and great benefits will they receiue 
who loue Chrift dutifully; Hee shat. loueth me, | tohn-14.21, 
Shall bee loued of my Father : hee will beflow his 
Joning kindneffe and fanour vpon them. The fa- 
uour of God is moft profitable, moft pleafant | 
and permanent. If the fauour ofan earthly King | 
n bee like the dew.vpen the graffe, that will refrefh | Prozg.ta, 


one, and increafe his eftate in Worldly goods ; 
the fauour of the Heavenly King will bee much 
more profitable; o Za bis fanour is life. Gods fa- |° Phl-30-5- 
uour ismoft pleafant, and fo moft to bee defired, | 
which made Dasidsthus to pray ; p Lord Lift up|» Pial 4». 
the light of thy countenance vponvs, (Gad gine us 
thy fanour and loningkindneffe.) Thon haf ginen 
mee more ioy of heart, theaothers had, when their |- 
wheat and wine did abound: His fauout is perma. | 
nent 
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nent and not alterable ; q Zam the Lord (faith he) 
Ichanze not, and therefore yee fonnes of Iacob are 
not confumed . And {ecing tthe gifts of God are 
vachangeable, and without repentance. © God is 
not as man, that he fhould repent. Our Heavenly 
King ts not like an earthly King , for oftentimes 
it commeth to paffe, that a mortall King will 
change his affection, and alter his loue,as t -44a- 
Jhuerus did to Haman, as before was {pecified. 
Orontes fonne-in-law to King Artaxerxes, 
hauing experience of the changeablenefle of the 
affection of great Princes, being reiected of the 
angry King, and condemned ; Like as (faid hee) 
the fingers of thofe who did accomp:,fomtimes 
were placed for a great number , at other times 
for a {mall number (for in old timesjmen vied to 
make their accompts with their fingers, as now 
they doewith counters:)fo the friends of Kings, 
while they inioy the fauour of Kings, they may 
doc great things to helpe themfelues and others; 
but whenthey are in difgrace with their Prince, 
they may doe very little for their own releefe. Ir 
is better therefore to truttin the Lord, " Thea to 
hane confidence in Princes ; his fauour is fteadfaft, 
and permanent, hee himfelfe is alwayes prefent 
with his owne , * To helpe im time of neede, 
Tacov alouing father; y Hee doued lofeph, azda 
made him acoate of many colours, but hee could 
not continually bee prefent with him, tohaue 
defended him from the envie and fury of his 
brethren. 
Dauid x \ouing Prince, and-well minded to- 
wards 
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wards cd hner, a vato whem hee madea feaft, yet | *2.Sam3.20 
he could not euer accompanie him, to faue him 

from the {word of Joab, but whom God fauours 

hee will at alltimes bee prefent with them, b He | > Pralor.1g.i 
willbee with them in trouble, hee will deliner thems | 
and glorifie thems. | | 

+ Secondly, if wee loue Chrift, «Wee knew that) ¢ Rom8.28, 
all things worke together for the beft vnto vsis the. 
troubles,afflictions,and calamities of this life will 

worke to our good. This they doe not of their) Martyr in 
owne ftrength or nature, but by the appoint- | R 
ment of God : for if earthly .Phifitions-can fo 
temper poifon by their art, that they will make 
| itto procure the health of a mans bodie; It is no 
merueile although the moft wife God, fo temper 
our croffes and all our afflictions, as to make 
į them to redound to the weale and profit of thofe 
who loue him. 

Thirdly, if wee loue Chrift, we fhall be be- 
loued of him, and d farely hee will gine reft to his 
| beloued ; after our paines, trauell,and-miferie,we 
| hall inioy peace, reft, andtranquilitie. Naomi 
efaid vate Ruth, my daughter fhall I not feeke refi 
for thee, that thou mayeft proper : Chrift will fay 
vnto tharfoule that loueth him, I will {eeke reft 
for thee, that thou mayeft profper cternally. 

Fourthly, £ he that loueth me (faith Chrift)=7 
| will loue him and fhew my owne felfe unto him; yea 
hee will giue his owne felfe, vnto him, forthe 
price of his redemption, hee will purge him, 
honour, and bleffe him. l i 

Let svs walke in lone, enen as Chrift hath loued 
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vs and hath giaen himfelfe for vs to be an off ering 
and a facrifice of fweei (melling fanouy to God. 
bReucress || Nowheunto him that loued vs, and wafbed vs 
from our finnes in his blood, and made vs Kings 
{and Priefis vato God, euen his Father, to him bee 
glory and dominion for euermore, Amen. 
Thus of the manner how wee fhould loue 
Chrift, viz. greatly, openly, conftantly ; alfo of 
the fignes fhewing our affection to him, viz 
our remembrance-of him, our delighting in his 
word, our defire of communion with him,our 
obedience to his precepts, our gricfe and difcon- 
tentment at his difhonour : further, of our com- 
forts when we loue him ;..we fhall get Gods fa- 
uour, all things fhall turne to our good, wee fhall 
get reft, peace, puritie, protection, his bleffing, 
honour, and erernall happinefie. Wee will next 
{peake of the freenefle of his great loue towards | 
miferable mam 
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His incomprehenfible loue of 
Chrift is-moft-free, no way of 
ourdeferuing, forit is extended 
to miferable, finfull, vnworthy, 

Sere: and wretched creatures : We in- 
aReuel.3.r7. | deede are a poore, naked, blind, miferable, ana 

. wretch ed, | 


i 
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wretched, & that by our default & procurement, 
for God at the beginning, b He made man in hss |° Gert26: 
owne image according to his owne likeneffe,& in 
rigteoufnes, and holines, <ripamve io rg ararua Oe, MAN | 
was the image & workemanfhip of God. 'Exem-| 
plumque Det quifque eff in imagine parua, euery | Nazianz. 
oneis the example of God in a fmallimage; fo | Manil. 
| we were allat the beginning, but wee did not a- | 
bide in the ftate of our creation ; wee loft our 
happineffe by our owne finne and deféction, and 
fo wee became weake, mortall, vile, vnhappiec, 
finfull, and miferable’ in our bodies, foules; and 
| in our actions. | eck omer 
Our bodiescare daft and earth, r2ken out of | The miery 
the earth, and which fhall returne againe thereto : | of the body 
Corpus materia eft malitie, our bodie is a matter | ° Mug 
of naughtinefle, Corpus ef volutabrum, © diner- | Hilarius: 
forinm peccatorum, our body ‘isa wallowing | e4mbrof.in 
place, and lodging of finnes : Corpus ef? puteus | Lucam. — 
cano ac miferis tantum fcatens, our body isa pit Auguft. lib. 
full of clay,filthineffe,and onely miferie,it is be- | 2- eorf eff. 
come cadauer fenfibile fepulchrum portabileafen-\ © 
fible carion, a portable fepulchre : the beginning 
of our body is filthineffe,the perfeétion thereof 
is weakenefic, the end thereof is rottenneffe. It is 
called fascus flercorum, éfca vermium, a facke of 
filthineffe, a baite and food of the wormes. 
The foule of man much more pretious and |, Of the 
excéllent then the body : when we confider the | foute.-‘ 


— 


faculties, and the beft ornaments thereof, wee 
may foone perceive them (as they are meerely 
naturall ) to bee exceedingly defaced and de- 

L 2 praued, 
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praued, in fo much that the reafon and ynder- 
Plutarch. | ftanding it felfe (which is as needfull for our 
in moral, | fafetie and tranquilitie, asthe anchore is to the 


Ship, and as pleafant and profitabletovs, as the 
Sunne is to the World; without the Sunne, al- 
beit, there were other planets and Starres, there 
would remaine but darkenefle ; and without rea- 
| fon, albeit, there were other {enfes and powers, 
there would remaineé but bruitifhneffe. This our 
vnderftanding is, firft obfcured and darkened ; 
d So that the naturall man, perceineth not the things 
that are of God, for they are foolifhneffe to him : 
Secondly, itis fo feeble and weakened, thatall 
the traucls and labours’ of the wifeft (without 
the afliftance of Gods holy Spirit) cannot in- 
creafe the light, the knowledge and the ftrength 


d 1.Cor.2.14. 


e 1.Cor.3.7.. | thereof’; © Neither i he that planteth any thing, 
_ | neither hee that watereth, but God that gineth in- 
creafe: Thirdly,it is fo corrupted and vitiate,that 

E Yfagz.r0. |it would £ deceive us, and caufe vs rebell againft s 
e 1.Corg.t, | God, with thofe Babylonians ; 3 /t would puffe us 
hTeregzz, | VP and not edifievs; h It would make vs wife te 


doe ewill, but haue no knowledge to doe well, yea, 
the beft effect thereof would be trouble and vex- 
ation ; i For in the multitude of wifedome i much 
griefe, and he that increafeth knowledge increafeth 
forrow. 

Such then being the vanitie and miferie of the 
vnderftanding, how grear is the vanitie, and mi- 
frie of the will,,and. of the affections, which 
ought to.bee gouerned and directed by the vn- 
derftanding. 


l i Eccles, I.3 8, 


The vanitie 
ofthe will. 


P GT ES 


The 


Crap. IIII. t0 miferable man, 


The will of man fo differs from the will of 
God, asthe Ionick Idiome or Language, which 
is inlarged, differs from the Atticke Idiome, 
which is contracted. 

Itis Gods will that we conteine our felues 
within the limits of reafon, but our will is to 
paffe-ouer and tranfgreffe the bounds appoin- 
ted by God, yea, our willis dire contrary to 
the Lords will; his will,is holy and heauenly,our 
will is wicked and earthly ; k The will of God is 
good, acceptable and perfect ; our will is enill, per- 
uerfe and imperfect. 

* Itis the Lords will! That we be holy in all man- 
ner of life and conuer{ation, as he which hath called 


vs is holy ; Burm we are all under finne , we hane all| © Rom,3.9. 


gone out of theway, wee are all vnrighteous, and 
made altogether unprofitable. Itis Gods will that 


we be trueand faithfull , n as he is called faiihfull|* Reu.19,.11, | 


and true, and iudgeth righteoufly ; buto al mer are 
lyers falfe and deceitfull by nature. God willeth 
vs to. bep 4 Royall Priefthood, a free people his own 
children, brethren and fifters to Chrift Iefus;but 


qwe hane beene fer nants to finne, {lanes to our vile 


affections , and vaffals to Satan. It isthe Lords 
will, * That we fhoutd be the Temple of God,and that 
his good Spiritfhould dwell in vws; but we haue be- 
come! a denne of theeues, a receptacle of foule 
fpirits. Icisthe Lords will, t thet we fhould be as 
the Oliue trees {preading onr branches in beautie, 


within his garden ; but we u aze as bryers and |u tagze 


thornes, worthy to be caft into euerlafting fire. 


i Itisthe Lords will, that xwe fhould be bis husban-\x + Cor. o. 
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drie or field to bring forth fruit in the appointed 
feafon. 

Yiob 31.40, | Butalas in vsy thiffles do crow in fead of wheat, 
and cocklein fiead of barley ; we area barren and 

*Heb,6,8, | vnprofitable husbandrie, z éaitly to be reprooned, 
very neere vatocurfing ; whofe end (except wee 

timely and ferioufly repent) is to bee burned. It 
*Ifa.5.2. | ts the Lords will that we fhould be his a frust full 
Vineyard to bring forth grapes,and to be his plea- 

fant plants ; bue wee haue brought forth wilde 

grapes ; hee looked for indgement, but behold oppre/- 
fion, for righteoufneffe but behold a crying. It isthe 

b2,Timas | Lords will that wet fhould be weffels of gold and 
i filuer vnto honour in his henfe, but wee hane beene 
vellels of wood and earth unto difhonour. Xt isthe 

e2,Cor.1t,2. | Lords will ¢ shat wee be prepared to bee prefented as 
, pare Virgins to him, that he may be our husband, 
tHolza9. |d to marry us vnto himfelfe forener, yea to marry 
vs in righteoufneffe and indgement , inmercy, in 

faith fulneffeand in compafsion : but wee forfaking 

our moft wife and moft louing husband , the 

guide of our youth, the giuer of all our good, 

e Ezech, 16. | c weebtnecominitied fornication with his enemies , 
thin weehaueincreafed our whoredomes, £ we haue done 
a fhamefully and footift:ly , and bane played the harlot 
with the world and with finne, and iuftly haue we 

deferued his wrath and indignation , fhame, po- 

s Praliéz.27, | uerty and deftrudtion ; s For the Lord deftroyeth 
al them that goe a whoring from him ; yea wee 
wholy gain-ftand the good will ofour God. And 
as the planets are mooued with a motien, which 

| is contrary to the moouing of the Vniucrfe : vd 
| alfo 
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alfo our nature , and the whole courfe of our life 
is dire@ly repugnant to his moft holy comman- 
dements. . 

We haue then good caufe to renounce our 
owne wicked and peruerfe will and to pray with 
the Prophet ; h Teach me O Lord to doe thy will, for 
thou art my God, let thy good Spirit leade me wato 
the land of righteoufneffe, i for it is God which wors 
keth in vs both the will and the deed, even of his 
good pleafare ; we haue caufe at all timesto fay 
with our Saviour ; k O my Father not as Iwill but 
as thon wilt (0 beit done. 

Concerning our affections (which infeparably 
abide with vs,which no thing can remooue from 
vs) as cleerely appeareth by experience, and that 
fpeech of that worthy Emperour , Antoninus Pi- 
#s,For when as his adopted Sonne Marcas Aure- 
lins, did heauily lament the death of his Tu- 
tor, and the Courtiers affayed haftily to miti- 
gate his griefe and forrow ; the Emperour faid, 
fuffer him tobea man, for neitherthe Empire, 
neither Philofophic, will take away his natural! 
affections. 

Thefeare to vsa fort of drunkennefle, forto 
diftemper and-annoy vs. 

Thefe are to vs asa heauie burtien, prefling vs 
downe,& hindering vs, from running the race of 
our fpiritual Iourney. Our affections are tovs,as a 
mightie tempeft, and vehement winde isto the 
Sea,which make it troublous,& very dangerous. 
Thefe are like an enill and watry humour, falling 


-| downe frem the head vponthe eyes, and hinde- 
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ting the fight. Thefe are like the poifonable cup 
of Circes, that fuddenly transformed men: 
Thefe are to vs naturally, as the Nations and Ca- 
I Toth.2 3.43. | Manites were to the lewes, | a (rare and deftructi- 
ontovs, asawhip onour fides, and thernes in our 
eyes, withdrawing vs from doing good , vrging 
vs to doe cuill, {o to bring vs to miferie and 
wretchednefle. 
Seeing then fuch is the condition of the body 
m Pial.39.5. |andfoule, ™ farely euery maz in his bef eftate, is 
"Pfal.6a.9. | altogether vanitie,  thechiefe men are liers : to lay 
© Pfalgo.rs. | them vpona ballance, they ave o altogether lighter 
then vanitie, ° they areas a dreame , and as the 
___ | fhadow ofa dreame;a fhadow is a vaine,a weake, 
gust were | a darke, and a backeward thing, fleeing from the 
Pind. Sunne, and from the light ; when the Sunneis in 
Eaft, the fhadow enclines to the Welt,and when 
the Sunne is inthe Weft, the fhadow tendeth to 
the Eaft : Soin man there is vanitie, weakneffe, 
darkneffe, peruerfenefle, and backwardneffe, a 
rebellious and deceiuing heart, declining and de- 
parting from the liuing God. 
Ifthen the fountaine be bitter,the water fow- 
ing therefrom,can not be {weet ; if the tree be c- 
uill, the fruit cannot be good, If a man befo 
e Gen.6.y. | peruerfe and corrupt , So P that all the tmaginati- 
ons of thethoughts of bis heart be only enill contina- 
ally; his actions and deeds will be as his thoughts, 
qRom.3.12. | wicked and vicious. 4 'Thereisnone then, who 
Inaacen. de | of himfelfe, by his owne nature (the Apoftle 
vihe. cond, | {peaketh truly) that doth good , no notone, But 
hum, Agit praua, quibus offendit Deam , off endit proxi- 
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mumof endit [apfum, agit tarpia quibus pollust fa- 
mam, pollit perfonam , polluit confiient:am; agit 
vana qaibus negligo vtilia, negligit necefjaria , fit 
cibus ignis qui femper ardet cy vrit , inextinguibi- 
lis, efca vermis qui femper rodit ły comedit immor- 
talis; maffa putredinis, que [emper fetet cr fordet : 
Aman doth wicked things, wherewith he of- 
fends God, he offends his neighbour, he offends 
himfelfe; he doth filthy things, wherewith hee 
defileth his good name, he defileth his perfon, 
he defileth hts confcience ; he doth vaine things, 
) whereby hee neglects profitable and neceffarie 
things; hee becommeth the foode of an vn- 
quenchable fire, which ts euer burning and con- 
| fuming, a baite of a neuer dying worme, which 
is cuer gnawing and deuouring , avery mafle cf 
| rottenneffe, that at all times is filthy and ftinking. 
r He that will plow iniquitie and [owe wickedneffe, | « tob 48. 
fhall reape the fame, with the blaft of God he perils- 
eth, and with the breath of his noftrhils be is confu- 
med. 
All mankinde is fubie& to a three-fold miferie, | 
| „| according to the tudgement of an Ancient. Firft, 
: weare readily feduced. Secondly,we are vnable 
: to obey God. Thirdly, we are weake and in- b 
firme to refit tentations, If we would difcerne | Bernard 
betwixt good and cuil! weare deceived ; if we 7: 
affay to doe good, we are foone wearie of weli- 
doing; ifwe preafle to withftand euill, weare 
aft downe and vanquifhed; £ Our defiraction i it vol13.9, 
of our felues, our helpe and delinerance # of God, 
andin him. 


M Further, 


(Oman IIL Chrifts fra Loue, 


Further the remembrance ofthe place where 
we haue bin where we are prefendy,and whither 
wcegoe naturally , may be an occafion to hew 
to vs our bafeneffe, and to aggrauate our wret- 
Bernard. |chednefle. Confidera unde vezis cp erubefee, wbi 
es dx ingemifce, quo Vadis > contremifce ; Comli- 
der from whence thou commeft, and be afha- 
med; and where thou art(that thou remaineft in 
Mefhech, and dwelleft in the tents of Kedar) 

x Pfal.120-5-| thou mayeft figh ; whether thou goet, and be 
afraid. 


and deformitie, of our weaknefie, foolithneffe, | 
and filthineffe, of our corruption, peruerfeneffe, | 
rebellion and wickednefle; it hath beene the 
good pleafure of our glorious and bleffcd Savi- 
our, freely of his owne accord, to loue and af- 
uZeph.zr. | fect ys au people not worthy to be beloued:; and ifwe 
fhall embrace his tenderand free loue, ewen he 
xA@r.é | who in his owne due time will * reflore oa 
| Kingdome to Ifrael, he willalfo reftore tows all 
thofe gifts and graces which we loft by fines we | 
ylohz.5. | fhall be concenued y of the firit, and the wombe 
z Galag.rs, | of Pour mother the Church, we fhallbea borne nse 
{2toh.13- af bloed, nor of the will of the flefh, brt of God, who 
b 2.Cor,3.12. | is our Father in Chrift,and we Jhall be > changed in- 
tothe fame image of the Lord, from Gisry to Glory, 
as by the Spertt of the Lord; he will make vs hisi 
cRewgao. | owne habitation; Hee will comein urtovs, aad” 
3 1-Cor3.16: | (uppe with us, we halbe d tie holy Temple of God, 
ca Tim., (P whom his Spirit dwelleth; Hee will make es, 
20. eveffelsof gold and filuer appointed to konor, ana. 


ai 


Yet notwithftanding of our miferic , vanitie, |. 
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alf our members as weapons of righteoafneffewnto £ Rom.6.1. 
God. and becaule g his hana hath fafhioned thee, he & Pial-i19.73 
will cine thee understanding , that thou maieft 
learne his commandements; h He willtarne backe thy * 10> 33.30. 
foule from the pit,to be illuminate in the light of | l 
the living; he will enlighten thy darke vnderftan- | 
ding, ftrengthen thy weake vnderftanding ; and 
renue thy corrupt and vitiat vnderftanding; he, 
will fo conforme our wicked will, to his holy | 
will, that we? fhall not fulfill the wid of our flefh, + Ephef.z.3. 
neither that , kwe be unwifè y but [hall know what * Eph.s.t7. 
the will of the Lord isas the firwants of Corift, do- ' Eph.6.6. 
ing the willof God from the heart ; further, he will 
moderate and rectific our crooked affections,and 
m fet chem on things which are aboue, and not things | m Col,3.2. 
which are on the earth {o that they fhall be eftee-| 
med not earthly but heauenly ; asa {mall drop of 
water poured into a great quantitie of wine, loo- 
feth thenatureof water, and hath both the co- 
lour and tafte of wine; fo are our affeGtions chan- 
ged by Chrift; they will be rectified and ruled | 
by him, and become holy and heauenly, accor- | 
ding to his will; Chrift will not remooue our | 9%% 
affections, but directthem: As one who is of 
purpofe to breake a horfe of a good kinde, will 
not labour to take from him his {wiftneffe , 
ftrength, and courage, but totame him, and fit 
him for the feruice of the owner ; So Chrift will 
nottake our affections from vs , but conforme 
them to his will, for Gods glory, the good of 
others, and our owne faluation; then thy. grea- 
teft forrow fhall be for thy fins; " when thon [balt 
M 2 looke 
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loske upon him, whom thou haft pierced ; thy moft) 
toy foallbe in the crofeof Lefus , whereby the world 
is crucified unto thee, and thos vntothe world . thy 


greateft feare fhal be ske the feare of lofeph, leaft 


|PGengg.g. |P thou finne againft God , thy moft fernent lone fhall 
92,Cons.1q.| be fet upon Chrif; that < lone {hall [o conftraine 


*Phil.3.20. | thee, that thy conuer{ation [hell be with him inthe 
f Rom.13.14. | beawen, and thou f fhatt haue wothought for the 
‘Ephs.x. | flefh, to fulfill the lusts thereof, but fhalt be t a fot- 
lower of God, asa deare childe in all thy actions, 
“Ting, | and walkein lone with Chrif n denying vngodlineffe 
and worldly lufis, lining foberly , injtly, andgodly, 
XHebsya.2, | iø this prefent world; x looking unto Iefus she Aw- 
thor and finifher of thy faith, whogaue himfelje for 
thee, ro redeeme thee from all iniquitie ; and will 
beftow vpon thee many and excellent bleffings, 
A few number thereof, I am now Godwilling 
to lay before thee , that by thy meditation on 
them, thou maieft readily receiueC hrift,offering 
himfelfe with his mercies, fo gracioufly to thee. 


C at, ~V- 
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aa a Moxa sr many innumerable and vn- 
eth ja {peakable benefits , which Chrift of 
Spirit. his vndeferued favour, will vouch- 


fafe vnto his owne feruants, I will re- 

compt thefe for the prefent: He will giue his 

Spirit, life, health, wifedorac, foode, cloathing, 
riches," 


OO! la ee na E ą— 


Cuan Yr 


riches, libertie, ioy, honour, peace, grace, his 
bleffing, yea, himfelfe for to bee a husband to all 
thofe, who will willingly, and rightly reccive 
him. 

Firft, Chrift will giue to his owne his holy 
Spirit, which * proceedeth from the Father, to 
teftifie of him. This {pirit by his moft mighty 
power and effectuall working, will banifh and 
expell the fpirit of Satan, which naturally pof- 
feffeth allthe children of C4dam, anb enill and 
wicked firit, that would vexe and troublevs : Se- 
condly, a¢ fale and lying fpirit, that would deceine 
vs: Thirdly, d az uncleane foule [pirit, that would 
defile vs : Fourthly, a ¢/pirit of fornication, can: 
fing vs to depart from our God,withholding ex flay- 

ing vs from gining our minds to turne tO our Lord: 
Fiftly,4 £ deafe (birt, fo that of our felues wecan- 
not heare the word of God : Sixtly, 4 dumbe | 
firit, fo that wee cannot {peake to our God: 
Seuenthly, æ s pirit of infirmitie, bowing osto- 
gether, fo ihat wee cannot in any wife lift up onr 
felues to looke to him: Rightly, ha fpirit of lumber, 
fo that with our eyes, we cannot fee the way of God, | 
neither in our hearts confider thofe things that 
belongto our peace : Ninthly, «i frit of giddi- 
nee to difemper vs : Tenthly, ak fpirit of feare 
to terrifievs from Gods feruice : Eleuenthly, the 
l fpirtt of the world, to tie and glue our affecti- 
ons thereto, deteining vs from the Heauenly 
Kingdome. 
The people of Ierufalem were greatly indebted 
vnto Dawid, becaufe hee expelled the Tebufites 
Tod M 3 oie 
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out of the Citie, and ™ tovke the fort Zion: Are 
wee not more obliged vnto the goodnefle of 
Iefus, who hath caft out of vs fo many diuels fpi- 
ritually, as hee haducaft out of Mary Magdalen 
bodily, and hath taken to him our heart, to bee 

his habitation. a 
< That renoumed man Trafybulus , deferued 
well of tbe Athenians, who droue out of their 
Towné, thirtie Tyrants miferably oppreffing the 
Citizens, and made a Decree of obliuion, and 
forgetting of all wrongs, neuer to be remembred 
among them, and fo reftored great peace and 
| tranquillitie-vato his ewre people. But much 
more better hath Chrift deferued of vs , who 
will fend his holy Spirit to deliner vs : firt, from 
o the fpirifof bondage, and caft out the foule fpirit 
with-the vneleane lufts thereof, and giue tovs 
pehe Spirit of life: {econdly, the Spirit of veritie: 
thirdly, be aS perit.of grace. fourthly, the! Spirit 
of prayer and compafston : fiftly, 4 sew Spirit that 
wee die not : fixtly, the! Spirit of adoptien « fe- 
uenthly, the ¢ Spirit of underflanding : eighty, 
the Spiritof mifedome and coxnfell: ninthly, the 
Spirit of knowledge and firength to quicken vs, to 
teach vs, to beautifie vs,to make vs ferue our Ged 
in newneffe of fpzrit , to ftrengthen vs, to giue 
wifedome to vs, to guide our feet inthe way of | ` 
of peaceand rightcoufneffe, fo to couer vs with 
his innocencie, That the Lord {hall not remember 
the finnes of our youth, neither our rebellions ; 
x But his onely tender mercies and louing kindnefe, 

| enen for his goodneffe fake. o 
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The operation of this holy {pirit is principal- 
ly our fanctification, from the which the fpirit is 
called a the (pirit of fanctification. And che effects |*Rom14. | 
and fruites of the holy Spirit, proceeding-from | - | 
the fanctification of the fpiric are fpread into 
7 » Eitt b ý b Tohn 3.5. 
many branches : Firlt,> to renew vs, ortoworke 
{ 
| 
| 


faith and conuerfion in vs » Secondly, to make vs 
fenfible¢ of our wants : Thirdly, forrowfull for our | © Gal.s-17. 
finnes : Fourthly, to wraftle, and lafl againft the 
flelh, and our owne corruption s Fiftlyy4 to thirff |° Plal 42 2- 
earneflly for grace, and mercy from God : Sixtly, 

to preferre Chrifl to all, thinking all things loffe |° Phil-3-8. 
for him : Seuenthly, tof teach and informe vs ac- |' Vob.14.26- 
cording to Chrifts promife, Et vbi fpiritus eff ma- | Leo. in Ser, 
gifter tito difcitur quod docetur,where the {piricis |% SJpris > 
matter, it is foone learned by vs, which is taught 

vnto vs : Eightly, 3 to comsoyne and couple vs | Romi. . 
with Chrift, that as: members of his body wee may. . 
beeraifed with him from the dead: Ninthly, 470} *Rom.18.14. | 
lead and gouerne vs, through all the dangers and 
difficulties of this life : Tenthly, ` to comfort vs in |‘ lob.1g.16. 
time of our trouble and affizctisn » andinthisre-| 
{pect hee is truely called the Comfortey : Ele- 

uenth!y, to confirme vs who are weake and wa- 

ucring in-out faith, and to make vs fure of our 

faluation, and of rhe continuation of allthe blef. 

fines of Chrifttowards vs, and of obriprefernati. | 

on cuen vntó the'énd ; k That. wee may bee feated |" Er™1 13. 
with his holy Spirit of the promife, which is the 

earnefk of our inheritance, untill the redemption 

ef the pof fion parebaged, unto the praife of his | | 
g The | “ 
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The effects and properties of the holy Spirit, 
may bee the better knowne by thofe compari- 
fons which are fetdowne in the holy Scripture: | 
It is compared, to 1 fire, m to water, and tothe 
n oyle of gladnefe. 1. The fire doeth warme 
and giue heate to cold things. 2. It will fur- 


| nifh light in darkeneffe. 3. It will nourifh vs 


Holy ípirit 
compared » 
to the fire. 


in fome manner, at leaft prepare foode for our 
nourifhment. g. Icis the nature of the freto 
afcend and goe vpward. 5. It hath a power 
to burne. 6. It hath force to melt mettals, to 
mollifie hard things. z. It ferueth to. bee 
a Beacon for the fatetie of fhippes. s. Fireisa 
terrour to Lyons, and other rauenous beafts. 
9. Itis fit to cleanfe houfes infected with the 
plague of the peftilence. 

te The holy Spirit will warme with the loue 
of Chrift, our celd hearts, frozen in the dregs 
offinne, inthis cold age ofthe decaying world. 
2. It will illuminate vs with fanctifying and fa- 
uing light, who of our felues remaine in the fha- 
dow of death and darkenefle. 3. Ic willche- 
rifi vs.. 4. Raife our affections towardshim. 
s. It will confume the droffe of finne. 6. Mol- 
lifie and melt our hard hearts. 7. Durect vs 
tothe faluation of our foules. $. Beaterrour 
to Satan and euill {pirits. 9 It will cleanfe our 
infected foules. . And to infift in thefe properties 
more particularly; As fire warmeth cold things, 
fo doeth the holy Spirit warme our cold and 
benumined Hearts : Wee finde that S. Pas) end 


his company, had great neede of a fire to warme 


them, 
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them, when after Shipwracke they were caft in 
winter vpon Malta, they accounted it no little} - 
kindneffe,when thofe of the Ifleo kindled afire, | ° Ads 28.2. 
and receined them all, becaufe of the fhowre, and of 
thecold. ~ - wae | 

I. We haue great need to be warmed with'the | 
holy Spirit in this World; And wee may beaf-} 
fured, that our hearts will neuce-bee quickened | ' 
with the life of Chrift, but when they are war- 
med with the heate of the holy Spirit : Before 
the Shunamites dead fonne was raifed to’ life, 
p The flefh of the childe waxed warme, when Elifha |? 2-Kia.4.34- 
firesched himfelfe upon him; fö out warmed Heart || 
becommeth a quickened heart. If no creatures 
be hid q rom the heate of the Sanne in the Firma- 4 Plal.r96. 
ment, none of Chrifts Saints thall be depriued of). 
the heate of the loue:of his Spirit. : 

II. The fpirit brings. more cleare and con- 

tinuing light , vnto ourdarke mindég, then a fire 
can bring vnto our houfe.; * Ja this light fhall wee | = Pal. 36.9. 
fee light , as for the wicked man, who hath not 
the light of this {pirit, £ He hall nener depart ont | © lob-15.30, 
of daykeneffe, hist way fhal be darke and 'flippery ; | * Pfal.35.6. 
heu will abhorre the light, not knowing the wayes | *lob 14.13. 
thereof, neither continuing inthe pathes thereof . 
wherefore, x He fhall fumble, and fhallfall, and\ = 1GS 19, 
ball bee broken; and fhal! be fnared; and Jhall be), 
taken, and deftroyed ; when the godly hall 
bee well guided, and furely preferned. If the 
Jewes receiued a great benefit by that cloud 


which guided them,'and was in the hight a apel. |° F¥od.13.21- 
| lar of fireto fhew licht y them. True Chriftians | 


recelue 
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receiue a greater benefic by Gods good Spi- 

bIfas8.10, | rit; Our dight hall [pring ont of darkenefe.cWe 

© Cololrerg | hall bee delinered from ihe pewer of darkeneffe, 

F Pfal.g3.15. |€ Light fhall bee fomne for vs ; £ We fhall walke in 

‘slfag8sy, | the light of Gods countenance, 3 Which will teach 

| -| vsto profit, and lead ws the way that wee fhould 
ae, : 

Atfosusa |. III. Wee are nourithed and refrethed by 

flammis & | the benefit of the fire, (at the leaft, moft part of 

iguod fouces . | Our foode is prepared and made fit for vs, by the 

omnia di- \helpe thereof.) So Mofes defired the people, 

us. dT 0 bake or fecthe Manna it felfe, for their nou- 
rifhment, and fuftentation. : And it is knowne | 
by experience, thar our moft neceflarie foodey. 
would become vnprofitable, vnholefome, and 
vnfauory for vs,if ic were not dreffed by the fire. 
Weare better refrefhed by the confolations of 
the holy Spirit : Yea, all naturall and ciuill gifts, 
as worldly Wifedome, Eloquence, Vtterance, 
the gift of Prophefying, without the grace of the 
fanctifying Spirit, at one day will ferue to no 
e Mig Hitt purpofe; Whenas Chrift ¢ will profeffe to them, | 
I neuer knew you, depart fromme, yee that worke | 

iniguitic, 

ILII. Itisthe propertie of the fire, thatthe 

flame thereof afcendeth and rendeth vpward, 

eAnguft. | Vnam. viam fiit, alteram nefcit, it knoweth one 
way,to go vpward; it hath no other way.So itis}. 

the propertie of the Spirit, to raife vp our earth- 
f Colof3.z. |ly hearts ; £ That wee may fet our affections on 
| things which are aboue, and neton things p=: 
8Phils.27, | ave on the earth, 3 That our connerfaiion may bee 
, ai! 
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may walke worthy of the vocation, whereunto wee 
are called; whofoeuer hath receiued the Spirit 
of Chrif, he will fay with Dawid, i Vnto thee 0- 
Lord, lift I up my foule, enen vato thee, k That is. 
high and excellent, that inhabiteth eternitic, who 
dwelleth in the high and holy place. Our foule 
eing liftvp vnto God by heanenly contempla- 
tion, is then moft fure from the tentation and 
danger of Satan ; as a fowle when fhe flieth high 
in the ayre,remaineth then in greateft fafetic, but. 
when fhe abideth on the earth, is in moft icopar- 
die, for there the fowler may catch her in the 
grin, and infnare her, the ner couer her, or fome 
other inconuenience may overtakeher. So our 
heart minding and affecting earthly things conti- 
nually, is ofteft a prey to the enemie, who incef- 
fantly 1 compalfeth the earth, and fo within it hun 
teth whom he may devoure. ` ahi 
} V. The holy Spirit, is as a fire to kindle the 
feruencie of grace in vs, and to confume, and 
burne vp the droffe of finne; as gold caft into the 
furnace, itis fined and the drofle confumed : we 
are by the feruencie of the Spirit fined arid bet- 
tered, our finnes are remooued , but wee our 
felues preferued, m That Bufh which Mofes faw 


confumed,becaufe the great Angel of the Coue- 
nant, Chrif, was inthe Bufh: Although webee 
kindled with an ardent loue to Gods glory, yer} 
we fhali not bee deftroyed by the’ fire of that} 
zeale ; but our wickednefle thereby will bee| 

N 2 weakened, 


asbecommeth the Gopel of Chrift, and that h wee 


inthe Wildermeffe, bured with fire and wasnot | 


OI 
h Ephef3.1. 


i Pfal, 29:1, 
k-Ifa 57.15. 


Simil, 


l lob1.7. 


Chryf: hom. 
13. in loh, | 


m Exod.3.3, 


i 
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| weakened, and we our felues preferued, Spiritus 
| Gregor, | famclus, ideoin linguisisneis apparuit, quia.omnes 
in bom. iquos replenit ardentes pariter, Gdloquentes fecit, 
The holy Spirit, thercfore, appeared in ficrie 
tongues, becaufeit made allthofewhom it filled 
to be: burning;and {peaking >burning indeed with 

19 AG 28.21, | 2cale of Gods glory s» Preaching, the Kingdome 
of Ged, and teaching thofe things, which concerne 
the Lord defus Chrift., a 

VI. As the fire hath powcr to melt mettais, 
and to foftenin fome -meafure hard -yron i,$0, 
the Spirit hath a morse forcible power, to molli- 
fie and foften our, hard hearts :, When Jofiab 

° aKin.23.19-| heard the words of the Law, o Huw heart did 
melt, and hee bumbled-hignfelfe, befoxethe Lord. 
Whe did work this effeé in him? only che hely 

| Spirit ; for as no waters could haue come out of 

e Exod.27.6. | the Rocke, p vnieffe it had beene {mitten, wit! 
the rod of Afofés, at Gads commend : fo our 
hard hearts: cannot bee fofined , till they bee 
wrought vpon-by the vertue of Chrifts Spirit; 

aPfari4,s, |244t 9 God which tuyneth the Rocke into water 
pooles, and the flint into a fountaine of waier, muh 
by-the power of his Spirit, change our hard 

rExekrr39. | hearts, Heemufe x take away the [tonic heart out of 
our bodies, and ( according to his promife ) ginue 
us an heart of fiefh, 

f Pla.t07.23. VII. £ They that goe downe tothe Sea in 
Ships, and occupie by the great waters, hane neede 
of a fire, or Beacon to bee a direction for their 
fafe entrie into the Port, at fundry-places, and 
oftentimes.:,So in) Pharos in Ægypt , at the 

comman- | 
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commandement of Prolomeus Philadelphus , and 


by the Art of that cunning artificer Saftrates Gai- 


diusa high Tower of white marble was built, 
vpon the top whereof were kindled fires in the 
night feafon, for the fafetie of paflengers in the 
right courfe to the hauen s Bur at all times, and 
in all parts, we haue greater neede of the light of 
Gods Spirit, thar we may be euer guided,or elfe 
we taking and holding a wrong courfe, tas con- 
cerning faith, we may make Shipwracke to our de- 
ftruGion both of foule and bodie eternally. 

VIIL. The Philofopher affirmeth that fire is 
a great terrour to Lyons. The Dwell our aduer- 
fary is as a roaring Lyon walking about, feeking 
whom hemay dewoure, he moft feareth the Spirit, 
whom if wepofieffe and entertaine, being fted- 
faftin the faith, furely then we fhall be able to 
x refit the Diuell and he will fice fromvs. 

IX. Itisknowneby experience, that houfes 
infected with the plague of peftilence, are clean- 
fed by fire,atid the Lord ordained to purifie with 
fireallthe prey, (Gold, Siluer, Braffe, Iren,) taken 
from their enemies as polluted with their finnes; 
athat which might abide or fuffer the fire, they 
bebooued to make it goe through the fire, that z 
might becleane, The Spirit of Chrift hath an in- 
ward purging power , to > make vs cleane 
through the Word of Chrift, and to keepe vs in foule 
and bodie blameleffe, unto the comming ¢ of our 
Lord defes Chrif. 


Now if that dwelling place bevnpleafant and | 


vnheartfome, which in a cold and ftormie feafon; 
N 3 wants 


Strab, l, i7. 


tiTima 19. 
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wants the feruice and pleafure of a fire: Yea, 
aLeu6,1z, | Godappointed, 4 that frre fhonld enermore burne 
upon his Altar, neuer to be putout, neuer to goe out. 
Surely, that foule is more vnpleafant in the eyes 
oft he Almightie, that wanteth the prefence of 
Chrifts Spirit; that foule will not be a habitation 
for the holy and blefled God; and if men will 
beftow great labour and expenfes , to prouide 
fire to burne in their houfes, fhould not we im- | 
ploy the vetermoft of our power, and labour l 
with moft earneft endeauours , thatthe fire of 
Chrifts Spirit, may be kindled in our hearts. 
Holy Spi- The Spirit is compared vnto water; Hoe every 
ric compa-| one that thirfteth , lee him come to the waters: thefe 
ted to wa-| waters comenot from the Ocean of this earth, 
ter. but they f ifue out of the Lords Sanctuary , Chrift 
Emaar n| Will giue vs this water, 8 he that drinketh thereof, 
sloh.giq: | fhau neuer be more athirft; this water {hall beto 
hima well of water [pringing up isto encrlasting 
life. 
We haue greatneede of this corruptible wa- 
There are |ter, itis very necefiary for vs. 1. To wath filthy 
vfes of wa- | things; without water many things would re- 
ter, maine foule and defiled. 2. To giue growth to 
Better vies | corne, hearbs, graffe; without fhowers of raine 
+ the Spi- | they would wither, and neuer come to maturity 


|nor perfection. 3. Plentie of water extingui- 
heth fire. 4. It will refrefh and comfort weari- 
ed men trauelling ina great drouth. But the fpi- 
rit of Iefus is more neceffarie to wath vs from 
the filthinefleof our finne, 2. To make vs in- 
creafe in godlinefle, 3. To extinguith F vio- 

ence 
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lence of our firie affections.. 4. To refrefh and 
comfort vs, fighting againftfinne , Satan, and 
our ghoftly enemies. 

I. Aaronand his fonnes; £ Were wafbed with 
water, and then did put upon him his Prie/tly gar- 
ments; we mutt firftbe wathed from the polluti- 
on of our finnes, and then be i cloathed with that 
white rayment, that our filthy nakedneffe doe not ap- 
peare: The Spirit of Chrift doth thus purge vs 
from the filthineffe of our finnes, and doth wath 
our foulesina better fort, then water can cleanfe 

our bodies ; euen to wath k our hearts from wic- 
kedneffe, that we may be faned ; wherefore when 
Dauid defired of the Lord, that a! cleane heart 
Jhoaldbe created withinhim, and thataright Spi- 
rit (bould be renewed within him, he thus prayed ; 
Caft me not away from thy prefence, and take not 
‘thy holy Spirit from me; the holy Prophet knew 


well, that if the holy Spirit fhould be taken from. 


him, then it were impoflible for him to kane a 
cleane heart, and aright Spirit within him. 

L II. Corne, hearbs, and graffe,will not grow 
‘without water, raineand dew; m Can a rufh grow 


without mire (faith Zob) or can the graffé grow | 


\mithont water, though it were greene. and not cut 
| downe, yet foall it wither. So in the daies of Achab, 
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ke Ier. Ig. 


! Phal, 33. 10, 


m Tob 8.78, | 


nthere was neither dew nor raine ° when the heanen \" 1 Kin. yga. | 


was [hut three yeeres, and fixe moneths , then great 
famine was therowout all theland, becaufe of the 
continuing drouth, and lacke of fhowers and 
‘raine; as it was a fearefull plague, when p the Lord 


wouid gine the Jewes for theraine of their land duf | 
‘al andy 


P Buk. 25. 


P Deur.28.24 
Veri, 12. 


r 1.Cer,7.9 


£ 2.Sam,13. 
2. 


Chryfoft. 


t Rom,.123 Ie 


CHAP y, 


andafhes; {o it wasa great earthly blefing, When 
the Lord did giue raine in due feafon, that was pro- 
fitable forthe increafe of their corne, grafe, and 
fruits of their ground, Tr is the prefence and o- 
peration of the Spirit, that maketh vs to grow 
in vertue and godlinefle, without it all graces 
would leffen and decay in vs: 9 Whenthe Lora 
was with faithfall Samuel , by his Spirit, then he 
grew both in ftature and knowledge, avd none 
of bis words did fall to the ground, 

ITI. The Spirit extinguifheth our fiery lufts 
and affections, as water extinguifheth fire ; It is 
true, that the luftof the vnregenerate, is as a firey 
rto burne and confume them. the heate of con- 
cupifcence in Ammon, was the caufe of Ieannefle, 
yeas of ficknefle ; £ he was fore vexed, that he fel 
ficke for Tamar : Ir is of neceffitie that euery one 
muft become a facrifice, eitherto God,or to the 
diuell (there is no middeft) we may know to 
which of them we are afacrifice, both by the 

| fire confirming, and the thing that is confumed 
in vs; if the fire confuming be the heate and fer- 
uour of the Spirit, the ardent loue of God, the 
earnelt zeale of his glorie, and the thing that is 
-confumed, be our filthy finne, our raging luft, 
our inordinate affections , then we may be affu- 
red, we area facrificeto God, t Linizg holy, and 
acceptable to him, but if the fire confuming be 
our fire of affections, our raging lufts, & burning 
concupifeence, and if the things that be confu- 
med, be the gifts of the Spirit, our loue, zcale, 
then vndoubtedly we are a facrifice to Satan, mi- 
i ferable 
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ferable are they, whofe finnes and firie affeGions 
arenot quenched by the cooling waterof the 
holy Spirit, they will bee burnt vp in this 
world with the fire of their paffions , and in the 
world to come, Chrift the righteous Iudge, 
will u burne them as chafe with unguenchable 
frre. 

I V. Wholefomeand cleane water, refrethes 
and comforts one wearied, languifhing and fain- 
ting through thirft: I/mael was at the point of 
death , vntill the time hee was refrefhed and 
ftrengthned with « the water of that well, which 
God thewed to his mother Hagar; Yea,Sampfon 
himfelfe hauing ouercome and {laine the Phili- 
ftims ; +He was fore athirft, and faid, fhall 1 die for 
thirft, and falinto the hands of the vncircamci. 
fed; ana then the Lord gaue him water, when he 
had dranke, his [pirit came againe, and he was reni-\| 
wed. The holy Ghoft in a greater meafure and 
better manner ftrengthens and comforts the 
hearts of thofe, whoare filled therewith; for 
this caufe he is b called the Comforter, in com pari- 
fon of whom allmen may be caled, as lob called 
his friends, © miferable comforters, and every one 
who inioyeth the companie of this Spirit, may 
fay truly, d Zn the multitude of my thoughts mine 
heart, thy comforts hane reioyced my foule. If Da- 
uide longed for the water of the well of Bethlehenz, 
and faid oh that one would gine meto drinke thereof: 
Haue not we greater caufë to long for the wa- 
| ter of the holy Spirit, to wath vs who are filthy, 
to increafe.vs, who decay in good, to.quench 


u Math, 3. 12, 


x Gen 27.49, 


2 ludg. rg. Te 


b Toh.14.26, 
c Iob 16. 2, 
d Pfal.o4. I9. 
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our firic paffions, to comfort and refrefh vs, who 
are weake and wearied. 
E Palge. V. This Spiris is called, £ the oyle of gladneffe. 
it reioyceth our grieved heart, ir ismedcinall to 
s Pfalrog, | Cure ourfoules ; 8 And as oyle will make the face to 
156 jJhine before men, {othe fpirit will make our foules 
to fhine before our God , and to be beautifull in 
his fight. j 
hoh.zg.5. Chrift faid truly to his Difciples , h wzthont 
mee ye can doe nothing: So without the Spirtr of 
Chrift, we can receiueno good thing; for the 
iRom.8-26, |i Spirit Lelpeth our infirmities, and maketh requefts 
4 forvs, with fighes that cannot be expreffed.W e read 
k 2.Chro,9- | thatkal/the Kings of thecarth fought the prefence 
z3. of Salomon, to heare his wifédome, wee fhould 
rather feeke the prefence of his {pirit, who is 
! Math.12.42 | greater then Salomon. 1 Theprefence of sehofa- 
phat King of Indah , was very profirable to Je. | 
m aKing.3.9 | horam, for when they had ™compaffed the wilder- 
neffe of Edom fenen dayes, they had no water for the 
hofi nor for the cattell that followed them , And ze- 
horam lamenting their eftare to the Prophet E/- 
(oa, he was thus anfwered; As the Lord of hosts li- 
neth, in whofe fight I fland , if it were not, that I 
regard the prefence of lehothaphat King of Indah, | 
Iwould not haue looked toward thee, sor [eene thee. 
but for his fake, hee affured him of prefent 
| plentie of water, and of victory oner the Moa- 
bites. Vnleffe the Lord regarded the prefence 
ofhis owne Spirit x he would not looke in mer- 
cie vponvs, he would not vouchfafe to vifit vss 
and fo we fhould be miferable inthe viit | 
Of | 


& verle 14. 


therfoeucr thon goef Iwil not ferfake thee. Happie 
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of this world, and more miferable in the life to 

come. 

The people of Rome efteemed the prefence of Tribuni ple- 
the Tribunes fo neceffarie and expedient,that by bis quos nul- 
law it was ordained, that. they fhould abide /# diem 
continually in the Citie » neither was it lawfull 8" 
for them tobe abfent from Rome, for the {pace Roma abeffe 


WY licet, Ma- 
of an whole day: we Chriftians fhould efteeme Sab, Ws. 


the prefence of Chrifts Spirit, more requifite Satur.cap.3.{ 


and neeafull for vs; we may notwant, the fame | 
forthe {pace of oneday, notof onevhoure,-not} -`° =t 
ofone moment; if we wantit, we will’ fall into 
fome gricuous finne, we will» shamefully. with | ” Math.26, 
Peter deny our Mafter, wound ou con{cience, | 7° 
and flander ourholy calling and;profeffign, to 
the difhonour of God, to our owne great hurt 
and detriment, to the offence of our brethren. 

God made a gracious promife to his feruant 
Jacob ; © Loe Tam with thees: 1 wil keepethee whi-|o Gens8ir5, 


was Iacob by reafon of Gods prefence, which | 
was profitable to him, in his life time , at his, 
death, yea, after his death; for his protection, for | 
his inftruction,fer his honour-& commendation. 
Firft, it was profitable in his life time for his 
protection, for by Gods prefence he was defen- 
ded againftthe craft of Laban, who.would 4 bane 
deceined him; Alfo again{t the cruelty of Efau,who 
would 4 hane deftroyed himyea,becaufe the Lord 
was with him, hereceiued moe benefitsthen he: 
himfelfe required.2 Gods prefence was-céforta- 
ble to him at his death for his inftructid,foralbeit | 
Ce 2 his | 


P Gen.31.7. 


q Gen,32.31, 
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'Gens9. | his bodily eyes through agegvere dimmed, t yet 


the eyes of his minde were enlightned, his know- 
Jedge at that time was augmented, he vnder- 


ftood more at his death, then euer he knew in 


his lifetime, He fheweth plainly: what was to 


| come, he telleth his children that Chrift thal] 


f Gen.44.4. 


t Aag. 
u A&.7-59. 


x Pfal.g r.0g- 


a 1.11m.6.1 Ze 


e Plataa. T. 


come out of Judah, & what fhall be the conditi- 
ons & heritage of.euery Tribe. 3. God was pre- 
fent with him after his death,to honour him,and 
to accompany hisfunerall, forthe Lord faid to 
him, ! I wil goe downe with thee into Egypt , and I 
willalfa bring thee vp againe ; and how ? euen at 
his buriall; forthe Lord foretold, Jofeph fhould 
put his hands vpon bis eyes. The prefence of 
Chrifts Spirit will in like manner be profitableto 
ftrengthen vs in our lifetime, to.comfort vs.ar 
our death, to bring vs to eternall honour and 
happineffe. The Spirit will fo {trengthen vs, that 
with all tdoldne(fe we may doe the workes of our 
calling, when we are living ; and we" fhal (ee the 
heauens open, and Chriit ready to reeciue our fpi- 
rit, when we are dying: when we enloy the pre- 
fence of this {pirir, * God will deliver us, and glo- 
riftevs. with long life will he fàtisfie vs,and fhew 
vs his faluation. 

It is our dutie, to 2 fight the good fight of 
faith. 2. tobbe workemen, that neede not to bee 
afbamed inthe Lords husbandrie. 3. to © runne 
with patience the race that is fet before VS. 4. tO 


-| a fuffer affliction, as the good fouldiers of Tefus ; but 


now itisimpofible tor vs, cither to fight vast’ 
his Spirite seach our hands to fight, and our fingers 
- te 


a e 
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tobittell, orto workein the Lords vineyard, or 

to runne the race of god!ineffe, or to fiffer, vnrill 

we be holpen with the finger of God, and g vartill | * Feito 
wee be indued with power from on bigh, vntillwee | 87 
be afiifted by the Spirit of Chrift. 

Barak had no defite to 4 goe én battell againft | * \udg.4-8. 
Jabin and Sifera, without the company of De. 
borah the Prophetefle : i Bezaleeland Aholiab | i £x0d.31,3. 
could not worke the curious worke of the Ta- 
bernacle, vntill they were fled with the Spirit of 
Ged : k Ahimaaz the fonne of Zadok, did runne | '2.8am28.23 
more {peedily vnto Danid, when hee receiued a 
warrant from his Captaine : Seephen-did fuffer 
Martyrdome the more willingly, 1 being full of |! A&.7.60. 
the holy Ghoft. If wee would fight couragioufly i 
againft finne and Satan ; If we would worke di- 
ligently, the workes of our Chriftian calling , 

If we would runne conftantly the race of true 


Pietie ; If we would fuffer affliction patiently , 


let vs then defire earneftly the company, the 
prefence, the warrant, and fellowfhip of a | 


‘Spirit. 


It tsourduty r. To hearkento Gods word 
attentiuely. 2. To pray to our God feruently. 
3. To receiue the holy Sacraments worthily. 


4. To praife our God continually : but without 


the helpe of the Spirit, the Word would bee a 
m killing letter, then fanour of death unto death, | ™ 2.Cor.3.6. 
the ministration of damnation, If wee defire to | °2Cor*1® 


‘pray, let vso pray in the holy Ghoft. I£ we bee to |° ude ze. 


receive the Sacraments, P Chrift baptizeth wish |? ichn 1.33. 
the holy Ghof?, The Apoftles themfelues were 
QO 3. . vnfir 
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7 Ads 2.4. 


r Gal. 5.6. 


How to 
obtaine the 
Spirit. 

í Luk.1i.13- 


G regor. 
faper, Ezec. 


© 2.$3m1.23.7. 


a Dan.’.17. 


x Amo.7-14, 


*AQ9.15. 


, —— 
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vnfit to difcharge their Apoftelicall function , 
till the holy Ghoft was fent vato them .they could 
not giorifie God in their miniftration vntil q they 
were filled with the holy Ghoft. 

1. Let vs then with all carefull diligence,feeke 
his holy Spirit. 2. Letvs«/owalke tm tbe Spirit, 
and wee [hall not fulfill the lufts of the fef. 

The Spirit, euen the growth thereof,is obtai- 
ned by carneft prayer. If f euil men can gine good 
gifts to their children, how much more fhall our 
heaucnly Father giucthe holy Ghoft to them that 
defire him. 

Befides thefe reafons already declared; if we 
looke what good others haue gotten by theho- 
ly Spirit, wee {hall bee greatly mooued to pray 
forthe fame. Conjidero Patres noui cr veteris Te- 
flamenti, &c. I contider (faith an Ancient) the 
Fathers ofthe new and olde Teftament, Dauid, 
Daniel, Amos, Peter, Paul, and Matthew , and 
with open eyes I looke vntothem : The hol 
Spirit filled young Dauid, who followed theepe, 
and played vpona Harpe, and madehim t the 
Anointed of the Lord , and the fweete Singer of af- 
raell. The Spirit filled Daziel a child, and made 
him more wife then the Ancient , and gauc him 
knowledge, wifedome, and u under standing of fe- 
crets, of vifions, and dreames, The Spirit filled 
x a Heardman and a gatherer of wilde figges, and 
made hima Prophet to prophefie vnto Ifrael. 
The Spirit filled a Fifher, and made him a chiefe 
Apoftle. The Spirit filled a perfecuter and made 
hima 2 chofen Vefsel, to beare Gods name before 
the 


the Gentiles. The Spint filled aPublican, and 
|made himan Euangelift. Quam ergo infant fu- 
mus, qui hunc Spiritum non querimus, how mad 
therefore ( faith hee) are we, who feeke not this 
Spirit. Spiritus lefus, Spiritus bowus, Spiritus fan- 
clus Spiritus relus, Spiritus dulcis,S piritus fortis, 
infirma roborans, afpera pianans corda purificans , 


|© hic allatum opprobrium yandium indicat defe- 


[efus a good Spirit, a holy Spirit, a right Spirit, 
a {weet Spirit,a trong Spirit,ftrengthning weake 
things, making plaine rough things, purifying 
‘hearts; he maketh light whatfoeuer feemeth to 
bee difficill in this world , indgeth our fhame in 
this life to bee ioy, and perfwades vs our con- 
tempt for Chrifts fake is honour and glory. 

2. Let vs walkein the Spirit, let vs frame our 
life according to the motion and direction of the 
fame ,; which if wee doe, we will be very loathe 
| bzo griene the holy Spirit of God, by whom wee are 
| fealed unto the day of redemption, and we will be 
mof earneft to entertaine and keepe this good 
Spirit. The Spirit is griened ; yea in refpect of 
many gifts thereof, itis ¢ gwenched by filthy fins 
committed againft knowledge, and againft con- 
{cience. 

Sinne for many caufes fhould bee abhomi- 
nable and odious to vs, but efpecially becaufe 
it grieues the Spirit, d renewing, confirming e fia- 
blithing vs ; and further,as fmoake chafeth away 
Bees , and as ftinking filthineffe banifheth away 

Doues ; 
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Bernar. 


quicquid in hos feculo difficile videtar, lene facit ; | 


ctionem exaltationem effe perfuadet, The Spirit of | 


d Ephe.4.30. 


c 2.Thefg.19 


d Pfal.g 1.32. 
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as åp wie w- | Doues ; fo lamentable and ftinkike finne remoo- 


ALT See kamro? 


guasi xad | ucth from vs the good e Angels that pitch round 
| andaina | about vs, £ and that haue charge ouer vs, to keepe 
pave vie cae | Y3 in allour wayes ; and therefore, becaufe that by 
oe ae | OM finnes the good Spirit is grieued and quen- 


ded xoias | Ched, and the Angels remooued ; wee fhould 

| Bafil. ;, | cfchew finne to the vttermoft of our power, and 

al.24, | Rudy with allinduftrie to entertaine and keepe 
pial. 34 wii a z 

c Palza. |the good Spirit of Chrift within vs. Spirits 

Pilori | dat pignus falutis, robar vite, lumen fiientig, vt 

Bernar. ipfe reddat teftimonium fþiritui tuo, quod filius 

Dei fis ; robur vite, vt quod per naturam tibi efi 

impofsble, per gratiam eius non folum pofible, fed 

etiam facile fiat : Lumen fcicntie, vt cum omnia 

bene feceris, te ferunm inutilem putes, Gr quicquid 

boni in teinueneris, ili tribuas a qao omne bonam 

oft, in tribes iftts [þiritus fanitus, docebit te omnia 

que pertinent ad falutem, The Spirit giueth to 

tnee,the pledge of thy faluation, ftrength of thy 

life, light of thy knowledge, that hee may beare 

witnes to thy {pirit,that thouart the fon of God; 

hee gtueth ftrength of life, that, that which by 

nature is vnpoflible to thee, by grace it may bee 

made not onely pofible, but alfo eafie; hee 

giueth light of knowledge, that when thou haft 

done all things well, thou mayeft efteeme thy 

felfe an vnprofitable feruant; and what euer 

good thing thou findeft in thee , that thou 

mayeftafcribe it to him, from whom isall good. 

The means | Inth<fethree things, the holy Spirit fhall teach 

toretaine | thee ali things belonging to thy faluation. 
the Spirit. | The meanesto entertaine the fpirit, are firft,a 
continual] 


— 
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N 
continuall repentance, and carneft indesour to 
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efthew wickedneffe. g to keepe our hearts with all | 6 -Pro.4.23 


diligence : Secondly, a carefull h meditation o 


h Phala 2. 


Gods word ; If thei word of Chrifi dwell in vs plen-| i Colot g6. 


tifully , furely the [pirit of Chrift dwelleth in vs 
alfo : Thirdly, feruent prayer and fuppiication ; 
T bus prayed Dauid, k Renew aright fpirit within 
me, take not thy holy Spirit from me : Fourthly, 
to beftow thole gifts already received, for Gods 
glory, and fafetie of our neighbour ; ! this is to 
vfe our talents rightly ; mT hen hall we teach Gods 
wayes to the wicked, and finners {hall be conuerted 
unto the God of their faluation. 


k Pfal.g1.10. 


t Luk.19.13. | 
m Pfal.g 1.13.5 


Ifthou perceiueft the gifts of thefpirit decay-| 


ing in chee, and findeft fenfibly the {pirit defert- 
ting, and departing from thee; alas, then " give 
no flzepe to thinc eyes, nor flumber to thine eye-lids, 
giue no ioy to thy heart, no pleafure ‘to thy 
minde, no contentment to thy foule, no reft to 
thy body; ° Hamble and fubmit thy felfe, in a 


moft pitifull manner, vnder the mightie hand of 


God, p Wraftle with God aslacob did, with pray- 
ing and weeping ; Offers Up coutinuall fupplicats- 
ons, with trong eryinz, and teares unto God who is 
able to fane thee from death, and to heare thee in. 
that which thou requivest . Let thy feruent fighs 
and groanes, declare the inward griefe of thy 
heavy and perplexed-heart ; conceale not the 
dolour, and difpleafire of thy foule; réfort to 


him whor hath the tongue of the learned, and who 


knoweth to minifter a word in time, io thee that 
art weary ; intreate him to fupport thee with his 
| P prayers ; 


n Prou.€.g. 


© 1.Pet.g.6. 


P Hof.12.4, 
aHeb. g. 7. | 


r Ifa.go-4, 
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prayers ; neuer ceafe from praying, and faying, 
S Pfalzr9. |f Haue mercy upon me Q Lord, for Lam in trouble; 
my eye my foule ney belly are confumed with griefe - 
my lift is wafled with heaninefe , and my yeeres 
with mourning : make thy face to fhine vpon thy 
'Phalg110. | ferwant, and faue me through thy mercy , *Caft mee 
not away from thy prefence, take not thy holy Spirit 
from mee, refloreto mee the ioy of wey faluation, let 
me finde againe, thy Spirit dwelling in my heart. 
Ifthou continue for a feafon proftrate, and pref- 
fing before the throne of Grace, the Lord will 
againe vifit thee, and refrefh thee with his Spi- 
sYohn3§- | rit, without the which Spirit, none ¥ can bee 
en 6.29. | borneagaine,aud renewed, x none can belecue, y none 
kiz ya become the childe of God and heire of life tuer- 
asting. 
This is the firft, and moft principall bleffing, 
which Chrift beftoweth vpon thofe, who re- 
ceiue him as they ought to doe. 


CR sa ov 
Chrift gineth Life. 


a AG. 2.15, Esvs Chriftathe Lord of life, whogiueth 
I his boly Spirit to all thofe, whoare content} 
willingly to receive him, ( without the Spi- | 
rit no preaching, no reading, no hearing, no 
example, no corrections, no benefit will profit 
d Tob 32.18. | vs to our esernall faluation . this Spirit b wili com- 
| pel 


and tre/pafes. 
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ell vsto goc forward in the way of godlineffe.) 
Christ c the lafl Adam, by bis quickning Spirit will | © ¥ Corts: 
gine life, Aand quicken vs , that are dead in finnes | à Bphefi2.t. 
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Two things precede this life. 1. Separation. | Who are 
2. Mortification. None will be quickened with | quickened, 
the life of Chrift, but who are firft feparate from | are fundred 
the reft of the World, and who dieth to finne | from the 
and vnrighteoufheffe. Our regeneration in the | World. 
Scripture is compared to grafting, to building ; 

Weare 4 as branches grafted in the Oline tree,made| + Rom.11.176 
partakers of the root and fatneffe of the Oline tree, 

but firft wee muf bee cut off from the wilde O- 

linue tree, wilde by nature, and then grafted inthe 

right Oline tree, Wee ares as linely fones, to bee | rPet.2.5, 
made a fpirituall houfe for the holy God, but firk 

we muft be hewen of the Quarry,before we be- 

come anew building. 

When God was to make a Couenant with 
(Abraham, hee faid vnto him ; 8 Get thee out of | € Gen-12.1, 
thy Countrey, and from thy kinred, and fromthy|***73 
Fathers houfe, and then I will make thy Name 
great, and gine thee a bleking, When God was 
to haue mercy vpon Zet, and faue him from fire 
and Brimftone, he feparated him from the Sodo- 
mites, h He brought him foorth, and fet him with- |è Gen,19.16. 
out the Cite : If the Lord bee to deliuer thee, 
from the punifhment which will come on the 
wicked ; If the Lord be of purpofe to make i his |i Mala.2.5. 
Concnant of Life and Peace with thee, and to giue 
thee his blefing ; then truely hee will feparate 
thee from the wicked, and funder thee from the 

Pa World, 
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k Rom.1 2.2. 


Qutfi. 


Anfwer. 
J Colol.3.2. 


m Phil.j.20. 


ty Gal. I. 4» 


° NumIIg, 


P Pfal.78.3 1, 


P Gen.19.26. 
r Luk.17,32. 


f Num.16.26 


€ Mat.7.23- 


u 4.$am.19.6. 
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World, f that thon fhalt not k fafhion thy felfe; 
like unto this World ; but be changed by the renew. 
ing of thy mindes 
— Tfoneaske,how can we funder our {elucs from 
the world, whither fhall we goe,and abide,if not 
here on this earth: sf, Letvs! fet our afecti- 
ons on things which are abone, and not onthings)]. 
which are on theearth ; m Let our conuerfation be 
in heauen , from whence wee looke for our Sauiour; 
we cannot depart out of this world in refpect of 
our actions ; yet wee may leané it in our mindes 
and affections ; yea fo wee muft depart out of it, 
if we would be a delinered from this prefent euill 
world, A number of the Iewes who left Egypt, 
o fell alufting, and turned away, they remembring 
the filh, cucumbers, leekes, onyons and garlicke of 
Ægypt, did remaine in Ægypt in their hearts, 

p the wrath of God came vpen them , and flew the 
frrongest of them, and [mote downe the chofen men 

of Ifrael ; Lots wife left Sodome, yet her heart 
was in Sodome, q fhe was meade a fpectacle of Gads 

anger ; and Chrift faith to vs all, * Remember Lots 

wife. Mofes fayd to the congregation of the 

Tewes £ Depart I pray you, from the tents of thofe 
wicked men, Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, lest ye 

perifh in all their finnes, wee muft abhorre the 

conuerfation ofthe vngodly , or elfe Chrift will 

fay t Depart from mee yee workers of iniquitie ; 

and fo caft vs into endleffe miferie. « The Ke- 

nites departed from among the Amalexites, atthe 

commandment of Saul purpofing to deftroy the 


Amalckites.; we atthe commandement of God, 
fhould | 
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fhouldforfake the fafhions, and depart from the. 

conditions of the wicked | leat we fall in the de- 

Rruction of the wicked. , 

The true Sponfe of Chrift, muft * forget her | = pral.gs.to, 

own people and her fathers honfe, that the King may 

haue pleafure inher beanties fheecannot forget : 
her fathers houte, if her héart be earneftly fet i 
vponit. We muft forget and forfake the world, | 
and {et our hearts vpon heauenly pleafures, if 
we defire the: King of hceauen to haue any plea- 
fure in vs. Oh how hard and difficult it is to 

part from our flethly pleafures , and to feparate 

our hearts from filthy finnes, which 2 bang fo fafi | a Web.r2.1, 
on vs we {hall finde,when we would addrefie our | 
felues, toleaue them , and to turne to Chrift the 

Prince of life(as .4uguffineconfefleth) Amice an- 

tique, nuge nugaruns, vanitates vanitatum, retine- | Augult. 
bunt, retardabunt, fubmurmurabunt, dimittitis ne | conf. lib. 8. 

t nos? dy a momento iflonon erimus vebifcum ing. | P11. 

ternum. Our old louers, trifles of trifles, > va- 
nities of vanities, they will reteine vs, they will 
hinder vs, they will whifper to vs, will you leauc 
vs, and fend vs from you? and from this time 

fhall we neuer be with you? Surely, we fhall | 
funder from thefe Sirens, with great paine, with 

much wraftling, with feruent prayers, with 

ftrong cries,with many teares,with fore ftriuing, | | 
yea at the beginning, with fomc griefe,vnwilling- | i 
neffe , and difcontentment; yet ofneceffitie wee | 
muft forfakethem, or elfe the blefled God will 

forfake vs ; wee muft funder , if we defire Chrift 

toc feparate us from the goats at the lait day , and | © Math.25.3% 

) to". 


P 3 


b Ecclef, uI. 
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—— jeo fis vs on his right hand, to inherste that heauenly 
Kingdeme. Wee muft now feparate our hearts 
ipph.s.7. | from this world and weckedue/fe, 4 wee fhould not 
cavertan. | bee companions with them; wee fhould haue mo fel- 
lowfbip with sheunfruitfull workes of darkeneffe, 
but enen reprooue them rather : No coniunction 
Vf. |with Chrift, vnleffe their be a feparationof our 
hearts and affections from this world and wic- 
kedneffe. Let vs pray to God that it may pleafe 
‘Galnrs | him, (£ whe feparated Paul from his mothers 
wombe to his Apoftolike calling) fo to feparate 
vs from the world to our Chriftian calling, that 
Tina. | we may beaspeculéar people to himféife, zealous 
of good workes. | 
OF out 2» Our mortification followeth this feparati- 
Mortifica- | On, and goeth before our quickning ; the matter 
tion. isnot foin our regeneration and fpirituall life, 
as itis in our firft generation & natural life:in our 
naturall generation, life goeth before death ; 
hEcclel3.2.\h g time to be borwe, atime todie: inout regenera- 
tion and new birth, death goeth before life, the 
death of finne precedeth the life of Chrift. 
Sinne mutt be firft {laine in vs, and then we fhall | 
iRom.6.6, | liuethe gloriouslife of Iefus ; i our old man i cra- 
cified with Chrift, that the bedy of finne might be 
kecveriire | defroyed, kand then wearealiue to God in Ie- 
PPTP fus Chrift our Lord ; we muft! mortifie our mem- 
> | bers which are on carth , if we would haue our 
foules to liuethe lifeof grace here, andthe life 
of glory for euer. Foolifh, cruell, and mifera- 
mPhlros, |Dle werethofe Iewes, who faued and ferued the 
8. idols m of Canaan, but killed theirowne children, 


ana 
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and hedde the innocent blood of their fonnes and 
daughters. Arethey not all yvnhappie,fenfeleffe, 
and wretched, who keepe and ferue their finnes, 


and who flay and deftroy their precious foules ¢ 


and of neceffitie their muft be a flaugnter of one 


ef them; either of our finnes, or elfe of our. 


foules to diethe fecond death. It fhall be very 
expedient for thofe who defire the olde man 


crucified, and the body of finne deftroyed , 


To know ; firft, the power: fecondly, the de- 
ceitfulnefle : thirdly, the number : and fourthly, 
the nature of fin more ; That finneis a tyrant 
commanding, but not to be obeyed of the faith- 
full; Thaz ito bardeneth through decetfulnefe; That 
none can pwnderftand or percecne al his faults; that 


aur q finnes are moe in number then the haires of our 


head; tothe end alfo , we diftrufting our felues 
for our infirmities and weakeneffe, for our neg- 
ligence, and flouthfulneffe , may doe as did 
the men of Gibeow , when their enemies made 
warre againftthem; we may fend our faithfull 
prayers to Iefus, thus intreating ; r withdraw not 
thy band fromthy feruants,come to vs quickly, faue 
us andhelpevs: £ That hee who hath (poyled the 
| Principalities and Powers, and openly triumphed 
ower them, that he who t hath ouercome the 
world, * may a/si/? vs, and firengthen us, that 
finne may be ouercome and flaine in vs, by the 
vertue and operation of his powerfull Spirit: nei- 
ther.fhould we thinke finne fo to be ouercome 
and flaine invs, as that after, it will neuer fall 

vponws, nor fight againft vs; 4 for the Fiefh /u/feth 


again 


HII 


n Rom, 6.12. 
° Heb,3. 13. 


P Pfal.tg. 12. 
2 Phl. ga. 12. 


"Ioh, 10,6. 
f Col ziig 


t loh.16,3 2e 
u3,.Tim>4.17, 


4 Gal,s.17, = sy ee 
` iple 
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again? the Spirit, and the Spirit againft the Fleth, | 
and thofe are contrary one to the other; we ever 
by Pers, 11, | Carry within vs concupifcence, and b Lasts which 
fight againft the Soule.We may truly fay of finne, 

as Hannibal {aid of Marcellus, Sibi rem effe cum 

Plutarch. | hofle, qué nec victus , nec-vitt or, nofiet quiefcere, 
That he had to doe with fuch an enemie, who | 

neither vanquifhed, nor victor could reft: 

cEph,6.t2: | Sinne isa reftlefle enemie , and we c wraftlealfo 
wad againtt Prixcipalitiesand Powers; for this caufe we | 
é1.Tim.6. | fhould take the whole armour. of God , and 4 fight 
+ the good Fight of Faith, neuer to make truce 
with finne, but ftriuing ftillagainft fuch a malici- 

ous, vnceffant, irreconciliable aduerfary, which 

wili neuer fuffer vsto remaine in quietneffe; or 
tranquilitie. The Ifraelices had great warre in’ 

eIoh 11.23. | the daics of Zehofbaa; yet atlength, ©The land 
was at reft without warre. Wee reade that the 

Romanes were almoft ina continuall warfare, 

fighting again@t enemies; yet three fundry times, 

they enioyed avniuerfall peace ; the gate of the 

Linin, | Temple agus was haci, a {ure figne they were 
Flovis, œ |not.molefted then with'any warre 1. In the 
ali. daies of Numa Pompilius, their fecond King, 
2. After the end of the fecond Pansck warre’a- 
gaint the Carthiginians y: Titus Manlius being 
Conful, 3. Inthe reisne of Avgu/lus Cafar y at 
the birth of fefis, the moft bleffed, the etierla- 
ting King of ‘peace tand’ tighteonfnefic. But 
Chriftians of the Militant Church ,£ Whom the 
Floh.1s,19-| world hateth,-2 againft whom Satan fabteth, be- 
canje they keepe the commmandements of God, and te 
: = flimonies, 


_ y~ — 
t 
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——— o a a 
flimonies of 1e fiss Chrift;h ds whom the Law oftheir | » Romy, 23. 
members rebelleth againft the Law of their minds , 
ought: to pat on the armour of light, but neuer in| iRomr212. 
this life caft it off again; they ought to begin that 
battell againft Satan and finne,and neuer to ceafe 
from it,vntill the laft ezere death be deftroyed,and |x 1.Cor.ts. 
[wallowed vp in victorie, and! they receiwe that un- | *%- 
; c Y 1.Pet.5.4. 
corruptible crowne of glory and smmortalitie : 
Albeit, finne cannot altogether be remooued and 
abolithed, yet in fome meafure, it muft be beaten 
downe and weakned, fo m that it reigue not in| ™ Rom, 6,12. 
our mortali bodie, that we fhould obey it in the bufts 
thereof, Yea,ic mult be ftrongly fubdued, and in 
fome refpect flaine and crucified, that fo we may 
liue this comfortable and happie life of Iefus ; 
For whofoeuer dyeth not to finne, will die in his 
finne; who dyeth to finne , and liueth in Chrift, 
and = hath part in the first refarrection , bleffed and | Reur0.6, 
holy is he, for on fuch the fecond death hath no pow- 
er. Incomparifon of this death of the wicked, 
in finne and fecond death, our naturall death, the |. 
feparation of our foules from our bodies, is not 
to beefteemed death : Now efl plane dicenda mors 
hrifto mortun ans Lu ci ,.| Ambrof. 
que Chrifto mortuum focians Lucrum efficit mori-| < 
entis, ficutait beatus Apoftolus,mibi vita Chriftus pee | 
mort Lucrum, Ila autem vere mors, gue etiam vi- | 
sentem hominem peccatorum morte conftringit, qui 
quamuis viuere videatur, {celeribus tamen [nis mor- 
ti iamvidetur addictus ficut ait Apoftolus de delicto- 
fe vidua que ana; That is not plainly to, be | 
called death, which maketh the gaine of the dy- | 
ing, conioyning and affociating him being dead 
to 


114 


© Phil.s.21, 


P 2,Timg. 6. 


3, | but God moft wife and mightie ; farre leffe can 
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to Chrift asthe bleed Apoftle faith o Chrifts to 
me both in life and death aduantage: But that tru: 
ly is to be called death , which bindeth euena 
liuing man with the death of finnes; who albeit 
he appeares to liue, yet by his wicked deeds, he 
is adiudged already to death,as the Apoftle fpea- 
keth of the wanton widow , that p fhee is dead 
while (bee lineth. If we would efcape this death 
in finne, lervs intime die to finne, and mortifie 
our earthly members, that we may be quickned 
with the {ptrituall life of Chrift. 

Of the which,we will confidcr fixe particular 
points. r. the excellencie of this life, 2. the 
neceffitie of it. 3. the time when we firft receiue 
this life. 4. the manner how itis wrought in vs. 
s. fignes that difconerit. 6. priuiledges belon- 
ging to thofe who enioy it. 

I. The Excellencie of our {pirituall quick- 
ning, may bee knowne by the Author thercof, 
by the continuance thereof, by the iudgement of | 
godly wife men; Jt begotten by the whole bief- 
fea Trinitie, the Father 4 calleth vp thofe generati- 
ons from the beginning , the Sonne geth this life, 
enen: he, who is made our high Priest, not after the 
law of the carnall commandement , bat after the 
power of endleffe life, fo doth the’ Spirit quicker 
alfo: No creaturecan giue lifeto a dead body , 


any giue life to a dead foule. 

The holy Scriprures,alfo rhewritings of iudi- 
cious Philofophers witnefle, God only the 
Author of nature, to be only life, and the At- 

thor 


~ 
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lis 


thor of life in creaturess it ist He shat ragfeth up + toh,s.21, 


the dead, and quickens them. 
If it be fid , That Ai/c#/apzas quickned two 


dead men, Capanews and Lycurgus , and that Po- 


lysins gaue life againe to yong Glaucus Minois 
fonne ; alfo that one Draco, raifed another man 
from death called Draco, as may be found in Hi- 
ftories. 

Anf: Thele were diuellith deceits , and vaine 


fables; for Scripture and experience telleth vs, | 


and Phyfitians confeffe, Comtra vim mortis non eft 
medicamen in hortis , there can beno refuge a- 
gainft the ftroke of death. 


Apollodorus 
Biblóoth.l.3. 


Vide Pare. 
nm ad Ro 
Man. 


It isonly God, «who quickneththe dead , and »Rom.4 17. 


calleth thofè things which be not, as though they 
| mere. They then who would enioy this life, let 
them {eeke it from him , who may giueit, on 
whom it depends , who beftoweth life naturall 
to our bodies , and f{pirituall Jife for the quick- 


ning of our foules; Judah {aid of Iacob , that his) 


x lifedepended on his finne Beniamins life; wee 
may 3 fay moretruly , that our life dependeth on 
our Sauiours life, who wes dead, but ts now alise 

for ewermore. : 
Hence alfa is the continuance of this excellent 
life, that it endureth for euer, we haue it not 
fiom mortall Adam , by b whem finne entred into 
| the world , and by finne death, andcin whom wee 
| all die but we bane cur life from Chrift , by 4 whofe 
life we Ball bee faued. And if that ioy which 
Chriftgiueth to his owne, bee a continuingand 
permanent ioy,¢ which no man can take from them: 
Or the 


Ufe. 


x Gen.44. 30, 
2 Reur18. 


bRom.¢.13. 
© 4.Cor. 45, 
2. 

d Rom.§ 10. 


c Toh.16 22. 
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1. Tim.6.19. 


g A&.21.13- 
Nos Aper 
sudin, fed 
vincit Ara- 
nea tallu : 
Vultur odo- 
ratna, Linx 
vifu, Simia 


i John 35° 


k Luk.7.33. 
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the life muft be permanent, which none can take 
away, for that £ blefed , and omely Prince , the 


King of kings, and Lord of lords, who onely hath 


immortalitie, will furnifh the life of immortalitie 
to his owne feruants. 

This life is more precious then naturall life,by 
the iudgement of the Apoftle Pau/,who enioyed 
both the lines; hee had beft skill to iudge in this 
matter ; hee preferred the fpirituall life, and was 
ready to lofe his natural life, s amd to die at Ieru- 
falem, for the name of the Lord Iefus, As forthe 
fenfes of our naturall life, they are common to 
vs, and to the beafts ; yea in liuelineffe of the fen- 
fes, wee areouercome by many beafts ; but the 
fenfes of our fpirituall life, are proper tothe cle 
Angels and vs: héy them wee know that the Sonne 
of God ts come, and hath ginen vs a minde to know 


| bim who ws true, and wee are in him that werue, 


that is, #7 his Sonne Iefus Christ, this Sonne is very 
God, and eternal life, . 

II. Theneceflity of this fpirituall quickening 
isfuch, as without it wee cannot i pofSsbly enter | 
into the Kinedome of Feauen, wee cannot be par- 
takers of the eternall happinefle. No entring the 
kingdome of heaven, no attaining to faluation 


without our fecond birth and regeneration;there 


canbe no new birth, without a new life : fuch 

then is the neceffity of our new {fpirituall life, 
that our felicity dependeth thereupon. 

Our of doubt, that widow of Naim, who 

k wept for the death of her only begotten fonne, 

reioyced greatly , and glorified God —— 

when | 
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{when Chrift reftored him to life , we haue grea-. 
iter caufe of ioy and gladnefle , when Chrift rai- 


feth vs from our fpirituall death and reftoreth vs 
to the life of God,whereby we are transformed 
according to his glorious image. | 

III. Concerning the time, when this life is 
firt wroughtin vs; let vs be affured, if it be not 
giuen to vs while wee are in this earth, that wee 


The time 
of our fþi- 
ritwall lite. 


fhal neuer enioy the fame. It is well known,that if | 


an infant receiue not life inthe mothers wombe; 
but bee dead there, it will neuer get life, nor bee 
quickned : fo men, ifin this world they bee not 
quickned with the precious life of Iefus, and ! o- 
bey not the Sonne , they foal not fee life, but the 
wrath of God abideth on them, A woman féaring 


| barrenneffe , or any falfe conception, hath very 


grear pleaftire when fhee findes the babe {pring 


and mooue in her wombe.We who of our {elues | 


are barren and vnfruitfull, haue greater caufe of 
ioy, when wee finde fenfibly the life of Tefus 
quickened in our hearts; Let vs m net then re- 
ceine the grace of God in vaine; behold, now the 
acceptable time, behold, now the day of faluation ; 
Let vs now receiue n our Santour Bfus Chrift, 
who hath aboithed death, and hath brought life 
and tmmortalitie , Who for this purpofe °came, 
that iv him men might haue life, and hane it in 
abundance: but thofe that are p firangers from 


{the Life of God here, thatin this World are not 


borne anew of immertall fede, q their names are 
not written in the booke of Life, nor of the Lambe 
who was flaine, from the beginning of the World , 
` Ola. they 


Simmil, 
l Toh.3 36. 


m 2,.Cor.6.1- 


n 2.Tim.1,10, 
o Joh.ro.10, 
P Ephe.4,18. 


1 Reue.t 3.86. 
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clamt1z. they fhall neuer receiue the £ Crowne of Life in 

creuar, | Heanen; they £ fhall haue. their part in the Lake 
which burneth with fire and Brimftone, which w 
the fecond death, 

Meanes IIII. The meanes by which we are ordina- 

of a. rily quickened,are the Word and Spirit; « Chri 

NDI | hath brought Life unto light, through theGofpel . 

uPhilaas. | Wee muft4 bold foorth the Word of Life; Wee 

muf alfo reteine the prefence of the Spirit, 

without which our fpirituall life cannot bee 
preferued. ' 

x A@27.31. Paul {aid of the Mariners, x Except thefe abide 
in the Ship, yee cannot bee fafe : Sowee may fay 
of the Spirit, except hee abide in our foules, we 

*4.Tim-t.19/ cannot haue life, but a wll make Ship-wracke o 

faith, to ecernall deftruction. 

Signesof | V. Spirituall fenfes, are fure fignes of {pirituall 

Life. = life. 1. When our eyes are opened, that wee may 

i Stan "| (ce the wonders of Gods Law, 2. When conr eares 

are opened to heare the Lords Word, that we bee 

a Pfal.g4.8. | wot rebellious, 3. When wee à taft and fee how 

cr fete.3. | gracious, how è bountifull the Lordi. 4 When 

f2Corery. (hee £ maketh manifefi the fauour of his knowledge 
sCante.z, (tovs, ant byus, thatwe finell the favours of the’ 
hRoms.;. | 200d oynsments of Chrifts Name ; when h wee af- 

ter the Sp-vit, fawour the things of the Spirit. 5. 

When wee hase receiued an i-vunderftanding, to 

know him who istrue, and fucha fecling of that 

kGalago. | life, chat with Saint Pag/,we may afirme, k T hes 
we line, yet not we, but Chrift liueth in vs: So by 

our fpirituall {ceing, hearing , tating, fimclling, 

and feeling of Chr.ft, we may know whether we 

enioy 


|i y.Joh.s.20. 


x 
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emoy that precious-life of Chrift y if we bee 
made! partakers of the godly natare, conforme 
to his glorious Image. 

Againe, our ™ peaking the language of Canaan, 
our n defire to the fincere milkeof the Word, out 
ohunger anid thir ft for righteon{ne(fe, p our walking 
worthy of our vocation, 4 Our workes of pietieand 
charitie, moe at the laft then at the firft , are vo- 
doubted teftimonies of our [pirituall quickning ; 
They who [peake not of God reuerently, and to God 
in humilitie ; who haue no appetite to the 
wholefome word, who wa'ke not wifely in the 
t waies of God, who f workenot thecr owne faiua- 
tion with feare and trembling, they are voide of 
the life of grace, they “ure deadsiniheir finnes 
and tre(pafses. i eye 

That dead yong man, the fonne of the wid- 
dow in Naim  aflootre as hee was»reutued: by 
Chrift, it is faidofhim , That he began tofpeake « 
his fpeaking declares that he was reftored to na- 
turall life. bn Ie wc ee etn 

Againe; Tats daughter } ‘being raifedto life 
had néede of bodily foode'; ‘elfe:Chrift who 
quiekned her, x had not commanded to gine her 
meate ; her appetite and defire to meate, wasan | 
evident demonftration of her reftoring to lifes 
Lazarus who was dead and flinkine in the graue, 
hauing receinedlife from Chrif (the refurreciz- | 


1 2e Pet g ge 


™ Tfa.19.18, 
ng Perio 
° Maths :S. 
P Eph.g. 

TReu.2.19, 


r Deut. 20.16. 
f Phil,2.12, 


t Eph.a.y, 


4 Lukg.3 §, 
3 an: q b 


x Lok.8, $y. 


a 
r 


ry 


on and thèl fe) did gde, atid Walke. `` ¥ 
> ve i EEES ir fy gg ax * tee ae. ` A aloh T44 
~ Soall who'ate fpiricnallyenickned, in whom | 
the life of crace is brédthed ; with > Mofesand | > Exod.igrg | 
iie |e l : 7 É y m ond a man 5 n at f . 
c Anna they will fpéake and cry in theirheartsto | ¢ 1 Sam 1.13. 
= | God, 
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à Mat.43.44, 
ep Thef1.6, 


f Ich.6.33. 
verle 27. 
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God, (a liuing foule is cuer a {peaking foule. ) 
They will haue a.great appetite and affection 
to the Word, onging daily after it, efteeming 
it d abone all treafure, receiuing the fame with pa- 
tience, and © in much affliction, neuer loathing, 
nor wearied of f that bread of God, which came 
downe from Heauen, but moft earneftly labou- 
ring for the meate, which endureth to life enerla- 


£1.35. ver. | fing : Alfo they will.walke in a g path, and ina 


8,9, 10, 


| See M. By- 
field inthe 
Expofition 
vpon the 
Colof.cap. 
213. 
hRom.8.§. 
iEzec,10-44. 
k ](a.61.20. 


! ploh.3.14. 


fundry others ; bricfely humilitie.and contriti- 


way, and the way fhall be called Holy , Chrift Jhal! 
bee with them, and walke in the way, anathe fooles 
Jhall not erre; There fhall be no Lyon, nor noyfome 
beafts fhall afcend by it, neither fhall they be found 
there , that. the Redeemed may walke ; Therefore 
the Redeemed of the Lord {hall returne and come 
to Zion with praife, and euerlafting ioy Jhall bee 
upon their heads, and they [hall obtaine ioy and 
gladneffe., and forrow, and mourning fhall fiie 
away. ave 

There are other fignes of {pirituall quicke- 
ning, largely and comfortably {et downe by the 
learned : as affliction of confcience, which is 
fuch an inward b pricking in the beart, as cau- 
feth a man i voluntarily to remember his euil 
wayes, and iudge himfelfe daily for them, k mour- 
ning for his finfull life, and confounded in him- 


felfe, for his wayes which arenot good. .2. Af- 


fection to fuch as feare God; for wee know that 
1 we are tranflated from death to life, becanfe wee 
loue the brethren, He that -toneth not his brother 
abideth in death, 3. Ceafing fromfinne, with 


on, 


a eee 
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on, is an infallible note of fpirituall quickning, 
| for m this fiith hee that is High and Excellent, hee\™\fasz7ay. 
tbat inhabiterh Eternitie, whofe name ts the holy 
One ; I dwell in the High and holy Place, with him 
alfo that is of a contrite and humble fpirit,to renine 
the fpirit of the humble, and to gine life to them 
that are of a contrite heart. | 

VI. As forthe notable prerogatives of {uch | Priuiledges 
as are conuerted, and quickened in Iefus Chrift; of the 
who can particularly number them ¢ Who can quickened. 
fufficiently confider of them’ 1. The migh- 
tie and moft mercifull, is a Ged to them; 
Euen the Godof Abraham, Ifaac , and Iacob, 
forn God is not the God of the dead , but of the 
lining. 2. They are o precious and hononyable o tfa.43.4. 
in Gods fight, deerely beloued of the Lord , whom | & 21. 
hee formed for himfelfe, to fhew foorth his|? Gata. 
praifé. 3. They fhall bee p delinered from this|1Rom.7.ag. 
enll world , q from the tyranie and dominion of 
finne , from the craft and crueltie of the £ great 
Dragon, that old Serpent, the Diuell, who is come 
downe to the inhabitants of the earth, with great 
wrath, knowing that hee hath but a fhort time; 
Their! tran(ere/Sion {hall bee put away like a cloud, 
and their finnes as a mifi; Theirt znigutties fhall 
be remooued from them,as farre as the Eaft is from 
the Weft, and u caf? into the bottome of the Sea, 
newer to be remembred,nor pun:fhed, They receiue 
a better sift in their regeneration, then they did 
|in their creation ; in their firft birth, they gat} 
reafon, whereby they differ from the beafts ; in 
their fecond birth, xof Chriffs fulneffe, they re-| * loh.146. 
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g Mat.22.3 2. 
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y Ifa.44.22. 
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T22 
ceive grace, more pretious then reafon, whereby 
| 2 pTim.3: 8. | chey differ from reprobate men, both 4 reprobate 
{> Ti.1.18. | concerning the faith, > and unto enery good werke 

Sei reprobate; whofe end is to be burned. 

METE d They are bleffed with the feedes of al piritwall 
blefSings in heauenly things, If they loofe any 
thing, it fhall bee reftored double vnto them, 

€ Tob 42. 13. |e The Lord fhall bleffe their lafl dayes, more then 


the firft ; £ They fhall bee like trees planted by the 
Riners of waters, whofe fruit may be plucked off 
and caried away by men; whofe branches may 
be broken off by the violence of atempeft ; but 
their rootes remaining fure in the ground, thofe 
trees will rife againe, will fpring, and flourith, 
with as great beautie and ornament as before; 
So g the children of the moft High, the brood of 
immortalitie, that b follow Christ in their recene- 
ration : Inthis World their riches may be taken 
from them, and they impoucrifhed, their earth-} 
ly honour may beetaken from them, and they 
vilipended ; yea, the tabernacles of their bodies. 
may bee deftroyed, and turned to duft, yet be- 
caufei they are borne a new of immortall {eede, by 
the word of God, who liveth and endureth for euer : 
becaufe they haue the roote of life, k which w 
hid in Chrift with God ; When Chrif which is 
their life [hall appeare, then jhali they alfo appeare 
with himin glory) incorruptible, glorious, firong, 
fpirituall,™ haning a building ginen of God, that ts, 
a houfe not made with hands, but eternall in the 
FHeauens. 

If any bee defirous to bee partakers of thofe, 


~ 


i s,Pet.1.23. 
k Col.3.3. 
1 7.Cor.1g, 


42 
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tent firft to feparate their affeStions, from too 
much defire of earthly things, and in regard of 
their conuerfation, notframe themfelues like 


vnto the World, = bat come out from among them, °2.Cor.6.18. 


and funder from them, as faith the Lord; oTo 
touch no uncleane thing, and God will receiue them, 


hep will bee a Father to them, and they {hall be his 


fonnes and daughters, Next letthem bee con- 
tent, 4 every where to beare about the dying of the 
Lord lefus, that the Life alfo of Tefus may be made 
manife/t in them, euen to die to finne, that they 
may liue in Chrift, to Chrift, and with Chrift 
for ever. 

Chriftians may fay, that which Themi/ffocles 
faidto his children. Zatérieramus mifi interg{[e- 
mus, we had perifhed, vnleffe we had perifhed ; 
wee fhall die eternally in finne, vnlefle we die to 
finne. Alfo let them receiue Chrift the foun- 
taine of life. When he remaineth in vs, he is like 
the foule in the body, quickening the body ; 
when we are in him, we are lke © branches in 
the tree, bearing much fruit ; that God may bee 
glorified, our neighbours edified, and wee our 
felues faued. 7 
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and many other prerogatiues, let them bee-con-| 
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r Joh, 15.8, 


| cwixt Cal a forrew, that leadeth to repentance , nener to be re- 
‘wounds 


and Satans. 


|x A@237. |faluation; Satan to their deftruction; as the 
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f Rom.6-11. Ls err,we be dead to finne, and bea- 
A line to God in Iefus Christ our Lord, yet 
inthis World, we are wounded and dif- 
eafed with the ftreake, and with the fick. 
neffe of finne, and haue great neede to pray with 
tIerrz.rq. | tbe Prophet, t Heale vs O Lord, and wee fhal bee 
healed, faue vs and we fhall bee faned, for thou art 
our praife. 

Great dif- | As for the fpirituall wounds of our foules, 
ference be- | God is faid to « wound and* pricke the heart with 


pented of. Satan alfo by finne wounds the foule ; 
lobe. | DUt contrariwife, God wounds men for their 
à :.Cor.7-10. | Chirurgion taketh the rafour and maketh incifi- 
Siml. on inthe flefh of a patient, to heale his putrified. 
wound, and to preferue his life; the murtherer 

(miteth with his knife to kill a paffenger ; And to 

bereaue him of his life and of his goods; when 

blob $18 | God maketh the wound, b he binderhit up, when hee 
elergo.r7. | fmiteth , his hands maketh whale, c and reftorett 
Pevadial. | health vato his owne , Sicis bonam uulnus dy v- 
37. tile quod plurium acriaiorum vnlnerum medicina 
| est; A good & profitable wound it is,which isthe 

medium of moe and greater wounds , for to pre- 
ferue 


È 


: Chrift cineth Health, 
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ferue the fpirituall life of our foules; Bue Satan, 
d who bath beene a lyer and a murtherer from the be- 
ginning, when he wounds with finne, it is his 
purpofe to kill the foule, to bring mento defpera- 
tion and to endleffe damnation, except Chrift 
comc toe binde up their wounds, to poure oyle and 
wine, ard make pronifion for them. 


bas 


d Toh,8.44. 


e Luk.10.24. 


We will briefely {peake of fiue points. 1. of | Fiue points 


the caufe moouing Chrift to heale: 2. where- 
with he cureth. 3. whom efpecially. 4. from 
what. s. of the vfes.. 

For the firft, che great mercie of Chrift, ma- 
keth him to cure our difeafes , £ lefus fiwa great 
multitude, and was mooucd with compafston toward 
them, and he healed their ficke. 

Sola mifericordia deducit deum ad hominem, de- 
ducit hominem ad deum, Onely mercie brings 
God to man, and brings man to God: That 
which brings God to.man, mooues him to heale 
man, even his great and tender mercy appearing 
inthis , Quia Deus venit ad homines propter homi- 
nes, cp factus homo , O great mercie , and great 
myfterie, God to take vpon him our nature, 8 and 
be manifefied in the flefb., for our quickning , and 
for our healing, ! Tomake vs holy and unblame: 
able and without fault in his fight. 

Secondly, the meanes wherewith he cures, is 
his word, khe fendeth his word and healeth them, 
and delinereth them to life, no health, no deliue- 


| rance ordinarily without the word , which hath: 
awonderfulland manifold power. r. to open. 


2». to.reftraine. 3. to draw. 4. to conioyne. 
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5. to quicken. 6. tonourifh. 7. to heale. $. to] # 


fanctifie. 9. to comfort. to. to preferue, with 
fundry others. The word being asa conduite, 
whereby all the bleffings of Chrift are conueied 
vnto vs. T. It hath an opening power, asin Ly- 
dia,! which worfbipped God, and hearing his word, 
her heart was opened, 2. It hath a reftraining 
power; The officers fent by the high Prief and 
Pharifees, to take Chrift were fo reftrained by 
his word, that they might not apprehend him, 
but (aid, ™acuer man (bake likethis man. 3. It 
hath a drawing power; " Great muattitudes out of 
Galileeand Decapolis and lerufalem, and ludea,and 
from beyond Iordan , followed Chrift, and were 
drawen to him by the force and operation of his 
word. 4. It hatha conioyning power; Cleophas 
and that other Difciple, were fo conioyned in af- 
fe@tion with Chrift, by the vertue of his word : 
thatthey were vety loath to feparate from him: 
o They conftrained him, faying, abide with vs. The 
twelue Difciples, p would not goe from him , who 
had the words of eternal life. s. It hath a quick- 
ning power, therefore Daużd prayed well, Quse- 
ken me,O Lord , according to thy Word, rate me up 
according tothy word, 6. It hath a nourifhing 
power ; fort maz lineth not by bread only , but by 
enery word that procecdeth out of the mouth of the 
Lord, doth a man tine. 7. Ithatha healing pow- 
er; Asoflicers and fouldiers are obedient to Ma- 
giftrates,and Captaines, f To come and depart 
at their commandement, fo are fickneffes obedi- 
ent to the word of Chrift, to goe from one when 
he 
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{he pleafeth. s. Ic hatha fanctifying power,Chnift 
prayeth, tSandifie them with shy truth, thy word 
istrath. 9. Ithatha comforting andreioycing 
power ; u Thy teffimonzes I haue taken for my heri- 
taze; they avetheioy of my heart. 10. It hatha 
preferuing power, to keepe vs from fhame, from 
finne, and from our enemies ; * Remooue from me 
fame and contempt, for I hane kept thy teftimonies ; 
from finne, 2 I hane hid thy promifesin my heart, 
that I might net finne: from our erémics; by 
Gods> Law y bis fernant is made circum (pect , by 
CGeds commandements , wee hane more wrfedome, 
| and underftanding then oar enemies , then our teas 
chers, then the ancient. Gods d word is more to be 
| defired then gold, yea, then much fine gold: fweeter |. 
| alfo then honie, aud the honie combe, 
Who defire then, to haue their hearts opened, 
to be reftrained from finne, ro follow Chrift, to 
be conioyned with him, to be quickned with. 
his life, tobe nourifhed with his foode, to bee 
healed of their difeafes, to be comforted in their 
diftreffes , to be fanGified with his trueth , to be 
preferued from all euill : Let them bee content 
fpeedily to refort to Gods houfe, ¢ a Dones to 
the windowes : Let them harken tothe Word 
with willingneffe and gladneffe ; like £ Cornelius 
letthem 8 receine the Word, though in much af- 
fisttion, leeing itis fo b liwely and mightie in ope- 
ration, and i the power of God vnto faluation, to 
cwery one that belecneth. : 
Thirdly, as forthofe whom Chrift healeth. 
I. We may know, k that the whole neede not 
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a Phifiiian , but they that are ficke, who are 
touched witha fenfe of their difeafe, and finde 
the paine of their fickeneffe, and long greatly for 
health and recouerie ; Chrift ( who! went about 
healing enery fickeneffe, and euery diféafe,) he will 
bea Phyfitian to cure them alfo. 

II. Hehealeth thofe that are broken in heart, 
and bindeth vp their fores, Vnguentum eft contri- 
tionis, eft ungucntuin deuotionis, ei unguentum pie- 
tatis ; primum pungitivum , dolorem faciens; fe- 
cundum temperativam , dolorem leniens; tertium 

fanativum, dolorem expellens, There is an oynt- 

ment of contrition, there is an oyntment of de- 
uotion, and there isan oyntment of godlineffe ; 
the firft is pricking, caufing forrow ; the fecond 
temperating, aflwaging forrow ; the third is hea- 
ling, remoouing paine and forrow. 

LID. Chrif refloreth thofe who cal on bis name, 
and thofethat turne to him, 

IV. Chrift cureth thofe, » that will diligently 
hearken vnto his voice, that will keepe his ordinan- 
ces, and will doe that which is right in his fight; It 
ts he that beateth them, who are wearied and de- 
fire health, who are of a contrite and broken fpi- 
rit, who are obedient vnto his commandements. 

Fourthly, Chrift a moft perfect Phifitian, he 
healeth his owne of many and great cuils ; of the 
wounds, of the infirmities,and ficknefles of their 
foules, proceeding from finne, from Sathan, and 
their owne corruption, for if {piricuall or the fe- 
cond death come of faze, © {pirituall wounds 
and difeafes, which make way to death, proceed 
of finne alfo. The 
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The wounds which one receiveth by a flan- 
derer or falfe witneffe, are euill and grievous ; 
but the wounds wherwith fin {miteth are worfe, 
and more griewous; a P fale witneffe is Like a ? Promos. 
hammer and afword, and afharpe arrow: aham-|'* — - 
mer bruifeth,afword cutteth, and an arrow flee- | 

eth, and pierceth the heart, to the deftrution of 

the bodie; but finne cutteth and pierceth the| 
fouleto the hurt and loffe thereof. The arrow o f| 
Iehu q frote Iehoram, ¿t went thorow his heart, 
that he fell downe dead in the chariot; Sinne is more: 
piercing and more to be feared, albeit it ap- 
peare dele@able and pleafant to our corrupt na- 
ture: Ifthe words of Achitophel which appeared 
to be more gentle shen oyle, were lharpe as fwords, 
did offend and grieue Danid; furely finne when 
we efteeme it fofter then butter, it will (rather 
then wine) iz.the endthereof, bise tike a Serpent, 
hurt like a Cockatrice, and grieuoufly wound our 
foule. 

O how profitable would it be for vs, if wee 
wereas fenfible of the wounds of our foules, in- 
flied by finne, as weare fenfible of the dolour 
and wounds of our bodies ! t zaram King of If- 
rael had a feeling of the paine of -the rounds, 
which the Aramites had iuen him at Ramath.there. 
fore he returned to his owne Cstte to be healed : 
But who haue a feeling of their fpirituall wounds 
giuen by finne and Satan, thatrthey may returne 
tothe Lord, uo fhal binde up the breach of his 
people and heale the firoke of their wounds? furely 
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Chrifthea. | Chrif who x hath done all things well, hemaketh\ « 
leth our | 49th the deafe to heare, and the dumtbc to [peake 2 he 
{piricual in- bealeth all our infirmities ; euen the fpirituall in- 
firmities. | firmities of our foules,our deafeneffe,blindneffe, 
~ aa 7:37: | and giueth vs power to heare Gods voice, to fee 
al.103. 3 i j bis Naief d i p 
is waies, to pray to his Maieftie, and to praife 
his bleffed name. 3 
bIfa.35-4,5,6| P Behold, our God commeth with a recompence ; 
he will come and fane vs, Then fhall the eyes of the 
blinde be lichtned, and the eares of the deafe ope- 
| ned; Then fhall the lame man leape as an Hart, and 
the dumbe mans tongue fhall fing , when Chrift 
thall vouchfafeto be the Phyfitian of his owne 
people. - 
He will remooue the deafeneffe of ourfoules; 
when that man who was deafe and dumbe bo- 
c Matkg,33. | dily, was brought to Chrift, He did ¢ put he fin- | 
gers in his eares, and faid unto him , be opened, 
Straight waies his eares were opened, andthe firings) 
of his tongue were loofed. ` “A 
If it fhall pleafe our Sauiour fpiritually to cure ) 
41faeg.13, | Our inward infirmities, d 7 that day we who are 
E. deafe [ball heare the words of his booke, and the eyes | 
of vs who are blinde, fhal! fee ont of obfcuritie ana | 
darkeneffe. And we who are dumbe {hall con- 
feffe our faults,and pray to our God. 
As outward deafenefle of the body,common- 
ly commeth three manner of waies : 
I. By aloud found, ora very great noife, con- | 
tinually ringing’ inthe eares: Thus the nation 
that dwelleth at Catadupa (where the River Ne- 
lus tumbling downe, and falling from high 
moun- 
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mountaines maketh a continual rumbling found) 
is deafe and wanteth the fenfé of hearing. 

II. By the voluntary cloafing of the eares 
outwardly: Sothemadand malicious Iewes,at 
the Sermon of Stenene flopped their eaves , and 
toned the holy and fincere feruant of Chrift, 
£ the deafe adder or a/pe floppeth his eare and hea- 
reth not the voice of the inchanter, it thrufterh the | montibus 
one care to the ground , and covereth the other | 4 gens que! 
with his taile) as the learned doth witneffe and | 5 ilum, 
record to vs. acolit pror | 

III. By fome inward defect or impediment, dinem fork. 
the paflage of hearing is ftopped. VE A 

The inward deafenefle of the foule procee-| diendi caret. 
deth alfo, r. by the loudecry of finne. 2, by|¢A@z.57. 

the great careof earthly things. 3. by the in- aoe 

ward corruption of our nature; as the g ery Tef ji 
of-a grituous finne, is great, crying to God FOr) wus KAn- 
punifhment; fo the crie thereof isjvery loude,| guftizus, 
euer crying to man for practife , to b gise his| (affiodorus,. 
members as weapons of varighteosfaefe unto) é sly. © 
finne. pa 

When Cc. Marius was reprooued by fome, be- Refpondebat l 

caufe he tranfgrefled the eftablifhed law, hean- | op firepitum 

{wered; Thathe could giue no eare tothe law, | armorum fe 
| for theratlingof weapons, thenoi{feofarmour; 

the outcries of fouldiersin the battels made him 


t 


legem non 

effe auditu- 
deaf,that he heard not whatthe Roman law pre- |1”. Pintar. 
feribed : So the continual cry of finne ; maketh |% 0 
vs fo deafe by nature, i that we refufe to hearken ; |; a? ir. 
we pull away the fhoulder jwe flop our cares, lea we 
-fhould heare the Law of God , and the words er 
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the Lord of boits fent in bis Spirit, by the miniflerte 
of his Prophets, 

Alfo worldly cares, the pleafure of finne, our 
inward corruption ftops fo our inward eares,that 
we are hindered from hearing, vntill our Phy fiti- 
an in mercie come ynto vs, by whom our fpiri- 
tuall deafenefle isremooned , kour eares prepared 
and opened, | our bodies ordecnedand made fitto | - 
heare him willingly, to ferue him accordingly as 
he prefcribeth in his bleffed word. 

Chrift alfo who hath fufficiencie, m of eye-faluc, 
anda who gaue fight to many blind, » He will open 
the eyes of the blinde, and bring the prifoners out of 
prefer, hep will lift up the light of his countenance 
uponvs, and reftore to. vs the fpirituall fight of 
our foules. 

This fpirituall fight, when the-eyes of our 
minds are opened and enlightned, is of greater 
worth by infinite degrees, then our natural] 
fight ; For our fpirituallfightis, 1. proper and 
peculiar only to Gods chofen. 2. It is moft 
comfortable. 3. itis moftexcellent. 4. it isthe 
cleereft and quickeft fight. 5. it is conftant and 
continuing. 

This fight is proper to the true Ifraelites , 
dwelling inq Gofhen,to Chrifts chofen remaining 
in his Church, as for the Agyptians andr the 
vnrighteous , they are blind and bound with the 
bands of darkneffe and long night , £ they grope for 
the wall, and fiumble at the noone day: But as for 
the Lords chofen; knowledge is their fpeciall 
portion, rokwow the myfleries of his kingdome, 
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It isa comfortablefight to fee the fauourable 
face of God reconciled in the Lord Iefus,which 
made Philip to fay,» Lord fhew vs thy father, and 
at fafficethvus. If itivere comfortable for lacob, 
x 10 fèe the face of Lofeph (les me die faith he, fince 
Lhauefeene thy face, and that thon art yer alise); Is 
itnota more comfortable fight to fee the glori- 
ous face of Iefus looking on vs with the eyes.of 
his tender compaffion? When the Martyr 
Stephen was falfely accufed before the Councill 
of Ierufalem, anda faw Iefus landing at the right 
hand of God ready to releeue him frorn mifery 
and to receiue him to glory, out of all doubrit 
was a pleafant fight to him; fo will it be to vs, 
when we hall fechim , b whom our foule loueth, 

And feeing the ¢ Light or fight of the eyes.of onr 
bodies reioyceth the bcart ; will not the light and 
fight of our foules more reioyce and be moft 
comfortable ¢ 

3. This fightis excellent ;-as the d oyle of holy 
oyntment, enen the anoynting oyle of confecration, 
appointed principally for Kings, Priefts, Pro- 
phets, neither any compofition might be lawful- 
ly madclike vnto ic; as that oyntment of Gods 
Sanctuary was more precious thenthe ordinary 
oyntment vied amongft the reft of the Iewes; fo 
this {piricuall fight which is giuen vnto vs by our 
Sauiour, is more precious then the naturall fight, 

Thus from the excellencie of this fpiritual 
fight, Avtoninus a holy man, encouraged Diaz- 
mus a worthy fouldier of Chrift, of great know- 
ledge, and holineffe,patiently to be content with 
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Enfeb. bift, | is bodily blindnefle ; Defunt tibi oculi guos mu- 
Ecclef. lib. | res , & mufe, & lacerta habent, Sed letare , quia 
11.cap.7. | habes oculos qaos Angeli habent, dy quibus-Deus vi- 

detur per quos tibi magnum [ctentia lumen accendi- 
ture Thou wanteftthe eyes, which mice, and 
flies, and lyzards haue; but reioyce becaufetrhou 
haftthe eyes which Angels haues, and where- 
with God is feene, by which a greatlight of 

i knowledge is kindled in thee. 

A cleere 4. When Chrift openeth the eyes of our 
fight. mindsy and giueth vnto vs this fight of faith, we 
fhallthen finde by experience , that it isa moft 
cleereand piercing fight. The thicke cloudes, 
c A&, 27.20, | anda great tempeft was the occafion , © that ne 
ther Sunne nor Starres appeared in many daies , to 
Paul nor to his company ; burno cloude of aduer- 
fitie, no tempeft of trouble, no interiected impe- 
fMalg2, | diment, can hide the fight of the £ Sonne of righ- 
tcoufnelfe from the eyes of onr foules. Ionas in the 
midji of the Sea, and in the fifbes belly, when the 
decpe clofed him round about; he enioyed this {pi- 
rituali fight, be prayed unto the Lord his God , and 

s lonza | faid, 8 J wil looke taward thy holy Temple. 
If it was a rare prerogatiue , profitable to the 
Sueton. Emperour Tžberins , who had great and cleere 
eyes, that awaking ina darke night, he cleerely 
faw the place wherein helay , and all that was 
therein, as well as though hee hada light, 
furely, it is a greater prerogative to haue fpiritu- 
"Toh,tn46 | alleyes, and {oh not to abide in darkeneffe , but to 
i2.Cor46 | hanei God fhininginour hearts, 10 gine to vs the 
| light of the knowledge of his glory in the face of 
lefus 
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Te(us Chrift; k That when wee fall wee may arife a-| x Mich7.8. 
gaine, that when we fit in darkene[fe, the Lord may 
bee a light vnto vs; 1 Then fhall our light breake 
| foorth as the morning, our health fhall grow fpeeds- 
Ly, our righteoufnelfe fhall zoe before vs, and the 
glory of the Lord fhall embrace vs, 
5e This fight is conftant and continuing for | A conftant 
ever ; -4hiiah that Prophet in Shiloh, his bodily fight. 
eyes waxed dim, ™ that he could not fee, and his |™ 1-Sin.14.4- 
natural fight decayed for bis age, but his fpirituall 
fight, and the eyes of his foule continued cleare ; 
fo fhall it bee with all thofe, whom » Chrif |” Phl107.14. 
bringeth out of darkeneffe, and of the lhadow of 
death, whofe blindne/fe hee remocueth, they {hall all 
o behold the glory of the Lord with open face, they |° 2.Cor.3.18. 
ball be all changed into the fame image, from glory 
to glory ; They who are faued, p fhall walke inthe |? Reurr,a4. 
light of the Lambe, where fhal bee no might but 
qenerlafting ioy and happinefe, wherethey fhall |3 1f.£o.s. 
fee and fhine for ever and cuer. l 
Chrift will alfo cure the fpirituall Leaprofie | Chrift cu- 
of foules, which is more vile and abomina- |" iy $ 
ble, more hurtfull and lamentable , then the a boat 
Leaprofie of the body : The Leapers vnder the j 
Law * had their cloathes rent , their heads bare, |" Levi23.45. 
a couering Upon their lippes, and cried, they were 
| vacleane , they dwelt alone, and without the 
Campe was their habitation : but impenitent 
finners polluted with the plague of inward Lea-| - 
profe, are f wretched, miferable, and naked, they |‘ Rev.3.17. 
haue bare heads, for they want t the helmet of |: Ephe.6.17. 
[aluation, u their faces [hall bee conered like Ha- je ER.7.8. 
, mans, : 
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mans, in figne ofthe great Kings heauie indigna- 

tion, and of their owne damnation, they remai- 

ning x vacleane, they [hall not enter into the holy 1c- 

rufalem. If the bodily Leaprofie of Fzziah King 

of Iuda, caufed him 2 zo be car off fromthe houfe 

of the Lord, and to loofe an earthly Kingdome, 

Will not the fpiricuall Leaprofie feparate thofe 
that are plagued therewith, from the focietie of 
Chrift, depriue them of a heauenly Kingdome, 
b when they fhall goe into enerlafting paine? 

Naaman the Syrian his Leaprofie was no hin- 
drance to him from feruing his Mafter, it was no 
impediment to his honour, ¢ for hee was captaine 
of the hoft of the King of Aram, a great man, and 
honourable in the fight of his Lord. 

But inward Leprofie maketh vs vile and fil- } 
thie, vnable and vnfit. If d high ralke or fpeach 
of cxcellencie becommeth not a foole, farre leffe, 
high preferment and excellent place becom- 
meth leaprous fooles ; and fuch are all impeni- 
tent finners. 

Oh if wee were elfe fenfible of the fpirituall 
Leaprofie of our-foules,as men are of their bodi- 


‘ly Leaprofie; what continuall paine would wee 


take to be healed? What earneft prayers would 
we make to be cleanfed? we would lift vp e our 
voyces and crie, Lefus, mafler, haue mercy ons ; 
Wee would  kneele downe unto Chrif, wee would 
g fall on onr face before him, h worfhipping and be- 
feeching him to make vs cleane, i and that our 
Leaprofie.by his power and mercy, might depart 
from vs. 

Our 


= 
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Our Sauiour would harken to our fupplicati- 
ons, be would haue compafsion on vs, he would pat 
porth his helping hand,and touch vs, fayine, Iwill 
be thon cleane ; So he would cure vs of our fpiri- 


tuall Leaprofic, euen hee mho k is faithfull and|* iJohang. 


iuft will forgiue vs our finnes (which iuftly by 
the moft tudicious and learned, are called and 
compared to bodily Leaprofie) and cleanfe vs 
from all unrighteoufnelfe, hee will heale\ our in- 
firmities, by resoouing our deafeneffe, and blind- 
nelfe of onr mindes, hee would bind m vp all onr 
inward wounds,and his hand would make vs whole, 
by gining to vs n thole leanes of the tree of Life, 
which ferue to heale the nations. 

The vfes ; Firft, we haueto acknowledge the 
vn{peakeable goodnefle of God, and magnifie 
his mercies, axd © to praife his holy Name, becaufe 
of his loving kindnelfe, who p by his determinate 
counfeil and foreknowledge, appointed and or- 
dained his beloued Sonne q Zefus Chrift, yefter- 
day, and to day, the fame alfo for ener ; to be our 
Phifitian before fickeneffe did befall vs. 

` As God of his goodneffe created the hearbes 
of the field, and rootesto be remedies of ficke- 
nefle, before difeafes did proceede of finne : So 
God did preordinate a Phifition to vs, before 
we did fall in difeafe and deftruction. Secondly, 
let vs apply his plaifters for the curing of our 
{pirituall wound ; that good King FEzechia did 
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Lutherus 
Chemnicia 
us e% alii. 
! Pfal.10 3.3. 


“t Tob 5.18. 


n Reu.22.2. 


Cyr. n 


o Pfal,138.2, 
P A&.2,23. 


qHeb.13.8. | 


Gaalter in ` 


lohn. 


well, who being ficke vnto death, did take (as |- 


the Prophet J/atah directed,) * 4 lumpe of drie 
figs, and layed on theboyle, and fo he reconered - 
g y "7 x =! 
e 


r 2.Kin.go.7. 
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Wee fhall doe well alfo by, taking and applying 
the faluc of grace vnto our foules : Letys norbe 
Init.lib.i2 | like defperate Porus, who would not fuffer his 
wounds to bee dreffed. Let vs not be like thefe 
CTeres.8, | Vahappie Babylonians , who albeit Balme was 
brought for their fore , albeit God would haue 

cured them, yet, they would not be healed. 
tlohes.z4. | Thirdly, ¿f we bet made whole,let vs fin no more, 
leaft a worfe thing comevatovs ; let vs be thank- 
uPfal2.12. | full vnto our heauenly Phifitian, and » kiffe the 
Senne our Saniour, whom if we requite with dif- 
daineand vnkindneffe, the fauage beafts will in 
_ |theday of iudgement beare witnefle againft vs. 
Gellius. lib.| Wee reade, thara Lyon faued and nourifbed 
5-642: 14 | androdus, who cured the fore foote of the 
wilde beaft ; what thankefulnefle fhould wee 
thew to our bleffed Matter, offering to cure the 
maladies of our mindes, and to heale allthe in- 

firmities and fickenefles of our foules ? 
Signes of | Laftly, all thofe arc the fure tokens, which 
fpirituall | may certainely perfwade vs, if we haue receiued 
Health. | the health of our foules, when wee haue a {pirt- 
2 

zyPev22. |tuall appetite, x Defiring the fincere milke of the 
a lohn 6.37. | Word, that we may grow thereby , a Labouring for 
the meate, that endureth for euerlafting life, Se- 
bHofitie. | condly, whew web walke after the Lord, and with 
© 2.King.20.5 | Hezekiah crefort vato the houfe of our God, eucr | 
a Ezec.3315. | ‘walking in the Statutes of Life, without commit- 
ting iniquitie, Thirdly, wee will take vpon vs 
e Mat-3 1.30. Chrifts € eafie yeake, and with that man cured by 
fYohn sax, | Chrift of a very longfome difeafe ; £ Carry rhe 
light burden hee commaundes vs. Fourthly, as’ 
Peters | 
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Peters Mother-in-law being healed of her fea- 

uer m miniftred vnto Chrift, {o will we with glad- | £ Math.8.z5, 
neffe and alacritie ferue him, i who hath reftored i tere.30.37. 
health tovs, bound up our brafing, and healed vs | 
of the dolourous wounds of our foules. 


Cuar. VIII. 
Corift gineth Wifidome. 
| E Hr 1 sr lefus, k whoof God és made vn- | x1Cor.11.30 


to Vs wifedome, and righteoufneffe, 1 and 1 Colofz.g. 

is whom are hid all the treafures of wife. 

dome and knowledge , Hee will of his in- 
comprehenfible goodneffe, beftowe wifedome 
and vnderltanding vpon vs, who of our felues 
arevnwife and foolifh, fo that wee fhall not m die | ™ Prou,g.23. 
for fault of inftruction, and wee fhall not goe aftray 
through our great folly , for if the words of Solo- 
mon n gige vnto the fimple fharpeneffe, and tothe|" Prous.. 
childe knowledge and diftretion; \Nillnot Chrift 
o greater then Solomon, who p is the wifedome of ° Mat.12.42- 
God q the onely begotten Sonne, which isin the bo- A s ; ~ 
[ome of the Father, giue wifedome alfo and di- E 
fcretion,to all who wiil truely receiue him? l 

By this heauesly and excellent Wifedome, 1, | Divers 
Ourtemeritie and rafhneffe, 2. Our vndifere-| ces of 
tion and foolifhnefle, 3. Our furie and mad- se | N 
neffe, will be expelled and banifhed, and webee| ° 7 
r made circumfpelt and attentive, difcreete, and |" Pitot. 
— o. wife 


~~ 
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wife in God, wee will come to our felucs and at- 
taine to our right wits. 
_ Firft, the King of Ifrael by the helpe of Elufha 
í 3.King.6.10 | became circum{pect, and f faned kimyelfe often- 
times from the ambufh of the Aramites his enemies, 
We by the Wifedome of Chrift warning vs, will 
become circum{peé and-watchfull, and decline 
the danger of all our enemies ; yea, our foules 
r.Pet58- | will bee faued from the t Dixel our aduer[ary, 
who as a roaring Lyon walketh about fecking tode- 
uoure US, 
Ournatu- | Secondly, We are by nature foolifh, and haue 
rall folly | 20 underftanding,and our foolifhnefle appeareth. 
approued /y, In our vaine cogitationse 2. In our euille 
tee lesions. 3. In wicked ations. 4. In corrupt 
u aes. {peeches. 
Firft,inour| I. Except Chrift furnifh vs with heauenly 
cogitations | Wifedome, wee will x become vaine in our ima- 
*Roma21, | ginations , and our foolifh hearts will bee ful of 
darkeneffe. 
Secondly, II. Weewill chufeto+/ferue and worfhzp the 
in our creature, forfaking the Creator, which is bleffed 
pete for ener, preferring b broken pots that can hold no 
5 AE Ay water, forfaking the fountaine of lining water; we 
will chufe Braffe rather then fine Gold, the 
Earth before the Heauen, Sinne and Satan, be- 


‘ 


fore our bleffed Sautour, and Death, yea, end- f 


lefe Miferie, rather then Life, and eternall | 


Felicitie. 
Thirdly,in |} ITI, Ouracions will bee todoe the ¢ workes 
our actions | of flefh, even to commit finnes, which are againtt 


e G \. D F Ss a o A 4 ji ‘ 
"59% | | Pietie, againft Chaftitie, againft Sobrictie, and 
ag aint | 
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againft truth and honettie; wee pall 4 build cur 
houfe but like foolifh men upon the fand, the fall 
whereof [hall be great, we will fight, but vader the 
ftandard of Satan we fhal bec fonnd enen fighters 
againft God ; and againft osr Sauiour, who may 
£ crufh us with a fcepter of yron , and breake vs in 
peeces like a potters vefel, = 

We will endeauour to traficke, and to be in 
bufineffe,but in:vaine , fors what will it profitvs, 


14s 


d Math.7. 26. 


© A&,5.39. 


© Pfal.2.9. 


is Math.8, 36, 


though wee did winne the whole world, if we loofe | 


our owne foules, we will h walke but like miferable 
Gentiles is vanitic of our mindes haning our cogita- 


h Eph.4.17- 


tion darkned, we would gine our (elues unto wanton- | 


neffe, to worke all uncleanneffe even with greedz. | 


nefe, yea will walke in that i broad way that leadeth 
to defiraction. So without the wifedome of 
Chrift, we would at length prooue to be foolith 
workers; foolifh builders, foolith fouldiers,; foo- 
lith merchants’, fooliff runners; pofting to hell 
and eternall damnation. > ° 3 | 


IV. Oar fpeech would be cured (peaking, filthy 


(peaking, to the difhonour of God,and offence of | _ 


his feruants. i i 
Alfo this foolifhneffe is fo faft bound to vs by 


1 Maches.3 3 
In onr 
(peech. 


k Col.3.8,~ 


a an though we were br ip ed with ap oftell 'Pro.gy.2% 


in amortar, yer it will not depart from vs, while 
Chrift in his great mercie, and by his mightie 
power remoouethe fame, before which time our 
m owne waies are right in ohr ewne eyes , We ate 
very wifein ourowne conceit ,and condemne 
all wifedome in repeat of our felues, yea when 


we doemoft foolifhly, euenthen with £ Pharaoh 


a we 


m Pro.12.89, 


E Exed.z.t Co - 


Cuar. VIIL Chrif gineth Wifedome. | 


142 
~~ | wee thinke that wee worke wifely. 
Punith- But as the punifhment.of naturall folly, is 
ment of | greatand gricuous , fo thepunifhment of finfull 
‘folly natu- | folly is more grieuous. 1. Riches doth not pro- 
rall. fite idiots, ° wherefore is there a price inthe hand 
° Prowr7-16. of afoole, toget wifedome, feeing he hath no hearte 
PProu.26-t- | >, honour is not feemely for fuch, r as the (now in 
_ | fianmer, and as theraine inbarucfl are not meet, fo 
is honour vnfeemely for a foole. 3. they cannot 
cnioy lands\or heritages, nora kingdome, but 
are {ubicct ro contempt, derifion, ftripes, as may 
be feenc in Nebuchadaezzar the great Monarch, 
Dan. 4, 30, who qawas drinen from his kingdome,and from men, 
31. and had bis dwelling with the beafts of thefield, vn- | 
to the time bis underftanding: were restored unto | 
him , and then hee returned to the honour of his 
kingdome: / 
Punith- Foolith finners are more grievioufly punifhed, 
ment of | for, whes they fay tharr they hawe muchgoods laide 
folly {piti- | up for many yeeres and refolue toliue at eafe,to eate, 
tuali. drinke, and to take their paflime , fuddenly their 
‘Euk#2-19 | (ules will depart from them, their goods, their 
f Pal 49. 12: | riches, willnothing auailethem. 2.,f They fhal 
not continue in honour , they are like the beafts that 
tioh.24.24-| die, their way vitereth their foolifhneffe, t they are 
J exalted for a little; but they are gone and brought 
low, They are deftrayedandent off , asthe toppe of 
an edve of corne. 3. Albeitthey had great pof efi- 
aTamygige | 0725 27 this world, and u lined, in pleafure on the 
earth, andin wantonneffe, and hane neurifbed their 
hearts, asina day of flanghter. yet rey phall ate and | 
x Luk,17.33.. | rerainex in hell in torments for'eder, and being tor: | 


mented 


Mo 
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mented inflames, {hallneuer obraine the mallen 


refrefhment. BA ey ove ve wh | 
But whemit hall pleafe Iefus,Chriftto indue| Other j 
| 
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vs with heauenly wifedome from aboue , Then |«ffe@s of 
toour great ioy wefhall fenfibly finde that our | heavenly 
thoughts fhall be holy, and the meditation of our Wifedome 
| hearts acceptable in Gods fight. 2.. Then, we fhal] |?PPs4ting 
get vnderftanding and difcretion , b. 20 chaofe life | hona 
by obeying God, who is our lifeand the length of our | , To 
daies, to shufè rather to fuffer aduerfitze with the | choice. 
people of God, then to enioy the pleafures of finies |> Deut.zo.19,. 
| fora fafon, Awe fhall chufe indgemenp , and know Eo 2g 
| what is good, ¢ we fhall not be vawife, but under. | . T ISA 
ftandwhat the will of the Lord č , we fhal chufe |‘ Eph s.17- 
that one thing whichis needful which fhall not be 
saken away from us. 3. our actions Jhali beboly, we 

hall doe the workes of pietie ana of charitie, £ wee 
foallwatke in the fpivit, wes will build our hoxfe on 
arocke gye. albeit, the cempeftarife, the floods 
come, and the winds blow , yet our fure groun- 
ded houfe will not fall, 4-we wil fight the good 
fizht of faith, andi fuffer affliction as the good foul. 
diers of Tefus Chrifi, we will traffique as good Mer- 
chants, andbe contentto k fel ad that we hane, 
thar we may buy that pearleof great price, eucnthe 
kinedome of heanen, we will fo\.ranne in the race of 
godlineffe, not as uncertainly, but that we may ob- 
taine that incorruptible crowne, And receiue that 
ineftimable price which endureth foreuer. So 
bythe wifedome of Chrift, at length we hall 
prooue to be wife labourers, wife builders, wife 


fouldiers, wife merchants, wife runners continu- 
Xy 
| ally 


In our: 
aGtions.. 


l 1.Cor.9.2.4. | 


144. 
m Math.1 19. 
q In our 


words. 
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17. 
g Col.4.6, 


P Ia.19,18. 


Our mad- 
neffe in 

3. things 
appeareth: 
a Luk. 15.13. 


a Reu.3-10. 
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ally making forwards , min that ffraite gate, and 


in that narrow way that leadeth unto life and eter. 
nall faluation, 4. we wil n eftablifh our felues in 
cuery word and good worke, © Our {peech will bee 
gracious alwaies, and poudered with falt , that wee 
may know, how to anfwer cutry man, Pand to (peake 
the langnage of Canaan. dakken 

Thus the wifedome of Chrift will appeare in 
vs, in our holy cogitations, andfetled refoluti- 
ons. 2. in our good choices and eleĝiøns. 3. in 


our deeds and actions. 4. in our fauorie fpeech ' 


tending to Gods glory, and the good of our 
neighbours. 

Thirdly , our madnefle will bee remooued, 
which in vs iseuident, 1. By our ynkinde beha- 
uiour to ourheauenly Father, we wearie of his 
blefled companie, awe depart from him by im- 


pietic, we cleaue to a ftranger, we take part with 


our mortall enemie, we delight in his vile fla- 
uery, who delights to deftroy vs. 2. by our vn- 
dutifull dealing with our eldeft brother the Lord 
Tefus, we flie away from him, when he would 
feeke vs, wec difpleafe him, when hee would 
pleafure vs, we wound him, when hee would 
healevs, weprefle to pierce him, and kill him, 
when he would faue vs, we difhonour him, who 


| would honour vs. 3. by the vn{peakeable hurt 


and wrong we doe to ourfelues , we {pend pro- 
digally, the gifts of our father, we caft from vs 
our beft garments , we are not afbamed * of our 


Genag.gq, | filthy nakednef e, wef contemne our berth-right, we 
t Deut, 9.24.| rewsaznet rebellions unto the Lord. 


If 
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If the Priefts of Baal might haue beene ac- 
compted mad men, whole manner was tocut 
themfelues with kpiaes and lancers , untill their 
blood u gufbed out; what may bee thought of 


obftinate finners, who wound themfelues, by! 


their iniquities, and who fuffer their x wossds to 
be putrified and corrupt, becanfe of their fooli{hs 
nefe? 

If the A-hmicks efteemed a Lycurgus King of 
Thracia {onne to Drzas, to be furious and mad, 
becaufe he cutted his owne legges, when he de- 


fired to cut vine trees ; And if Athamas King of 


Theba Æolus his fonne, was alfo reported madde 
for that hekilled his owne fonne Learchws ; what 
may bethought of rebellious finners, who de- 
{piling Gods holy word, mifregarding all whole- 
fome counfell, furioufly runne in chat way, 
wherein many haue perifhed , and in their mad } 
moode wafte their goods, weaken and hurt 
their bodies, and which is worft of all, tothe 
offence of the Almightie, and to the griefe 


of their wife friends, a deftroyeth their owne foules? | * Prou. 6, 32. 


But the Lord Iefus , when we rightly recetue 


him, he b will gine vnto ws underftanding in all\> 2.Timaz. | 


things needfull, he will put away our fpirituall 
madneffe, and make vs to ‘come te onr felues, he 
wiil giue to vs found iudgement and bring vsto 


our right wits, and fo he will d guide our hearts to\4 2.Thef3.5. 
-the lone of God out louing Father , and thene ozy |e Palaza 


fondes foall thirfi for the lining God, Hee will 


caule vsto f draw zeere to God, and to caft downe f Ian.q8, 


our felues before the Lord, to confefle our finnes 
V vnfainedly 


uy, King, 18, 
28 + 


x Pfal. 38.5. 


* T heat. 


Cwing. 
Plin.tsb. 3.4. 


CAD. 14, 


Chrift cu- 
reth onr 
madnefle. — 


c Luk.1§.37. 
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s Pfal.27 4 
h Ilag 8.14, 


i loh.ge 3g 
k tleb, 10, 39- 


l Luk. 14.27, 
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n 1.Pet,g.10. 


| ° Heb.12, 70 
P Heb.4.14. 


E 4:1 im.6.! 2 e 
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£2, Joh. verf, 

t A3. 19. 
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z Dan, 4.33. 

@1.Chr.2 8.9, 
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vnfainedly to begge mercie and fauour earncftly 
tos delight.our felues in the Lord, who fhall gine vs 
our hearts defire, euen to * delight in God, who will 
feede vs with the heritage of Iacob; Then it fhall 
be our! ameate to doe the will, ana to finifh the worke 
of Limthat created vs, Then k we fhall not be they 
which withdraw themfclucs unto perdition, but we 
fhall follow faith vato the conferuation of our 
Joules, 2. when we fhall come to our felues, we 
foalltake up our felues, and! come after Chrift, and 
be bis difciples, we fhall™ reioyce inthe croffe of our 
Lord, whereby the world is crucified unte us , and 
we unto the world, we will endcauour to the vt- 
termoft of our power, to honour him, andto 
continue in his feruice, who will comfort, ™¢on- | 
firme, firengthen and effabtifh vs. 3. we thall ob- 
taine vnfpeakeable gaine and vantage , we fhall 
o cast from vs enery thing that preffeth downe, and 
finne that hangeth fo faf on, we will p hald faft our 
profefion, anda follow after righteoufneffe, godli-\ 
nefe, faith, lone, patience, and meekeneffe fighting 
the gagod fight of faith , laying hold of etcrnal lefe, 
andin all good confezence ferning God continually, 
of whom we fhal! receine a full reward, when the \- 
time of refrefbing [hall come from the prefence of the 
Lora, 

Now thofe who hath gotten a¥ Aealing of 
their error, and turning of the fpirituall frenfic 
and madneffe, into a found minde and fetled 
iudgement, and an vpright* vader flanding refto- 
red unto them, {o that they fhall begin to know 
the God of their fathers, to fecke and ferue him with 


aper- 
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a per fite heart, and with a willing minde , that they 
all be content tobgoeontof the campe bearing the 
reproach of Chrif, who will fanctifie them with his 
owne blood, and toc excercife themfelues unto goditi- 
nefe that is profitable unto all things, 
Let them ¢ extol and magnifie the King oj 
heauen, whofe workes are al trueth , his waies and 
iudgements, bet theme offer the facrifice of praife 
alwaieste Goa ; Let them deny and forfake them- 
jfelues, take vp their crofe daily, and folow Chrift, 
3 by walking in his waies by louing and cleaning un- 
rohim, Let them as pure virgines, moft earneft- 
ly defire to beh prepared to Chrift, with cheereful- 
neffe to offer themfelues to be his Spoufe, in- 
ftantly ertreating him , to become the husband 
of their foules, who willingly willbe content, 
i To marry them unto himfelfe for ener, yea to mar- 
ry them in righteou[nele, in isdgement, in faithfut- 

nefe, in mercie, and in compafsion. Ay 
Itis written of Zphianaffa daughter to Pretus 
King of the Argiues, that fhee being mad, and 
out of her wits, {uppofing her felfe to be a beaft; 
when (hee was well cured, and reftoredto the 
health of her minde by AZedampus ; then for de- 
claration of her thankfulneffe and affection, fhee 
was willing to accept of him, albeit of a mea- 
ner degree, to be her husband, fhe gave her felfe 
in marriage to him that healed her ; Oh, what 
gratitude and affection, fhall wee {hew to the 
Lord [efus, for the curing and remoouing of our | 
fpirituall frenfie and madnefle, for reflaring vs to 
a found minde, and! renuing aright [pirit within 
Vi 2 ollie 


b Heb.13. T ze 
© .Tim.4.7. 


d Dan.4.34. 


e Heb.13.15. 
f Luk.g, 23. 


g Iofh.22.5. 


h 2 Cerin? 


iHofntg. 


Plin ib.2 5, 
cap. Şe . 


k Pfal. gteio. 
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I |us? Should we not! cine vp our bodies a lining fa- 

—_—." crifice, boly. and eat st him? foula 7 
not moft of all defire to be the Spoufe of fó glo- 
rious a husband, whofe honour, ftrength, beau- 
tie, riches, loue and power, cannot fufficient- 
ly be expreffed? 

Heauenly When we haue receiued Chrift truly we fhall 

wifedome, | beendued with fuch heauenly knowledge and 

banifheth | wifedome, which will both banifh m earthly , 

earthly. | fênfuall, and diuelifh wiftdome from vs(that mani- 

™Tam.3.75+ | fefteth it felfe by bitter ezuying , ftrife , feditzon, 


and ak manner of euill workes) further it will fo 
feafon and favour our earthly wifedome, that we 
hall ben prudent to vaderfland our owne way, we 
foall be wife, ‘and that for our felues, to our owne 
commeaitie and profite. 
We willthen not feeke the earth chiefely, but 
p feeke firff the kingdome of God and his rightcouf- 
neffe, [itting our affections on things which area- 
boue and not on things which are onthe earth, Then 
t Mato. 28. | we fhal not feare them moft, which kill the body on- 
ly, but rather we will feare him , who ts able te de- 
firey both foule and body in hell, Then we (ball loue 
not our felues principally, but the Lora lefus and 
his glory : for whol lofeth his life for Chrifts fake 
{hall faneit. 
sth S As for naturall or ciuill wifecome, it is indeed 
tin ple. | pleafant and profitable : t There ġ profite 
haon] C Solomon) in wifedome mare then in folly, | 
cunthis ea- | the light is more excellent then darkeneffe ; it 
demnegle- | bringeth with it riches, pleafure, and worldly | 
fa nocebit, | honour, and (if according to the indgement of 
that 


2 Prou.r4g. 8, 
o Prou.g-13- 


P Mach, 6.23. 


a Col3,% 


f Mat. 10.39. 
t Eccias.2.5 3, 
Gignit opes 
punguamaque 


ai 


Crap. VIII. Chrif giueth Wifedome. 


149 


thar Oratour) * Stultstia fit maius malum, quam |* Cir, 3, de 


omnia mala Cy fortune & carports, foolifhnelic is 
the greateft cuill that can befall in the body, or 
eftate of any ; wifedome contrarily muft be the 
ereateft good, yet notwithftanding , Humane 
wifedome docth onely hide and couer vice; but 
Heauenly wifedome weakeneth and rooteth out 
vice : the one reftraines our faults, and corrupti- 
on, but the other u mortifieth our vile lufis and af- 
fettions, xif the weakeneffe of God be fironger then 
mav, alfo the foolifhneffe of God s-wifer then man, 
as the light of a candle appeareth to be fome- 
what, and is comfortable in the night, but at the 
noonetide of the day, it is obfcured and almoft 
extingvifhed, the light of the Sunne being by 
infinite degrees greater and more comfortable ; 
and as tothofe who remaine in low vallies, the 
toppes of adioyning hils feeme to bee high, yet 
that Altitude and height of the Mountaines, is 
nothing in refpect of the Starres and Planets ; 
fo earthly wifedome feemeth to: bea great light 
to the blinde World, but in comparifon of Hea- 
uenly Wifedome, it vanifheth and is {carcely 
knowen. 
Humane wifedome and Worldly wit r. De- 
ccayeth in many. 2s Ir deceiueth all, Experi 
ence prooueth, that oftentimes worldly wit de- 
cayeth in many. Whatnumber of men, who in 
their childe-hood and youth are admired for 
their good parts, for their mature indgesment 
and quicke wit, anda great expeGation taken of 
| their fingular vertues è But when they come to 
| ‘3 matic 
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the age of men, then they are found to bee very 
inconfiderate, to eb-witted and effeétleffe in all 
their proceedings, thefe flourifhes quickly be- 
ing gone, and no fruite following thereupon ? 
Some their are, who almoft in the whole courfe 
of their life, behaued themfelues very wifely, 
and difcreetly; but comming to old age they be- 
come ftupid, fenfeleffe, and frantique. Such was 
that Romane Lucullus who hauing fought great 
Battels, and gained many victories, and obtained 
many glorious Triumphes, by fubduing mighty 
Kings Tżgranes the fift and Mithridates ; he who 
by his wifedome and valour, by the fpoiles of fo 
many mightie Princes, and by the Conqueft of 
fo many Nations enlargedthe Romane Domi- 
nions, and enriched himfelfe : Yet bis learning 
and wifedome decaied in him, and hee became 
fo troubled in minde, fo forgetfull and foolifh, 
that hee could not guide his owne affaires, 
wherefore the adminiftration of his eftate was 


VadesChro.| committed to his brother Marcus, Alfo Bafi- 


car. Saida. 


ce» Dyonif. 


2 Eccl.rc.r.t8 
Elere 8.9, 


| enins Caracalla, was reputed for along timeto 
bee both learned and wife, a Philofopher as an 
|Emperour : afterward hee became oblivious 


and ignorant, his folly appearing by his inceftu- 
ous marriage, by the flaughter of that learned 


| Lawyer Papinianus ; by his commaundement, 
| for to abolifh all the workes of _/riffotle. So 


worldy wifedome decayeth, and men may loofe 


| it, which if they brooke till death ; 3 Inthe mul 


. n ; r, Gd 
titude thereof is much oriefe, then what wifedome 


| 8 in them, feing it vexeth the wifemen them- 


felues, | 


— a. 
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felues, and feeing it c fha perifh from them, when, 
they haue moft neede thereof, and feeing 7 s 
d foolifhnelfe with God,ewho taketh the wife in their 
owne craftinelfe, € becaufe the wifedome of the flefh 
is eamitie againft God, it will deceive all that 
truft init, and g caufe them to rebell, Therefore 
it bringeth death h and enill i deftruction which 
none fhall be able to put away. 

Forafmuch then as worldly wifedome is vaine 
and weake in good things , and prompt and 
powerfull in euill, and fo dangerous and dread- 
fullto all, k Les not the wifeman glory in his wife- 
dome, but | let him that reioyceth, reioyce in the 
Lord, let vs labour m to keepe and doe Gods com- 
‘mandements : for that i our wifedome and under- 
flanding in the fight of the people, Let vs know 
the Scriptures, which are ableto make vs wife vn- 
to faluation, Let vs © efchew enill and doe good, 
letvs plearneto fearethe Lord our God, for abe- 
hold the feare of the Lord ts wifedome, and to de- 
part from enill, is understanding. The feare of 


inferuttion, £ If any lacke this wholefome and hea- 
uenly wifedome , let him aske it of God, which 
gineth to all men liberally, and reprooneth no man, 
and tt fhall be giuen him. 

Happy, O bleffed are thofe who haue got- 
ten this wifedome : ¢ Their eyes are in their head, 
they fee things honeft and profitable which they 


vohoneft and hurtfull, which with forefight and 
diligence they enfchew, and fo they neuer walke | 
A ; in 


follow after and obtaine, they perceive things | 
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in darkenefle: 2. Their tongue «is a tengue of 
the learned, and they know to minifter a word in 
rime to limsthat ts weary, and x to intreate of Gods 
Word continually for their owne confolation, 
for their neighbours edification , becaufe a the 
heart of the wife yuideth his mouth wifely, and ad- 
deth Dorine to his lips: 3. Their > hands are 
taught to fight the Lords battels, and toc worke 
the things which are good, 4 not to bee fhut, but 
to bee open to the poore: 4. Their e feete fhall 
be refrained fronz enery enill way, they £ Jhai walke 
in the way of righteoufnefe, and in the mids of the 


gProu.ts-24-| pathes of indgement g to anoide from hell beneath : 


h Ecelus.10.? 


iRom.6.13- 


ky $am.2§.29 
1 Pfal.z 7,10. 


n Prow,3.ver, 
13512515516, 
17,13,& 
22523. - 
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5. Their heart és at their right hand, they doe 
all things directly with confideration, alli their 
members being as weapons of righteoufneffe veto 
God: 6. Their k foules fhall bee bound in the 
bundle of Life, with the Lord thes God, \ all the 
pathes of the Lord fhall be mercy and trueth unto 
them, ™ walking circumypectly, not as fooles, bat 
as wife, redeeming the time, 

Bleffed then is the man that finderh wi fedome, 
and getteth under ftanding, the Merchandife there- 
of is better then Siluer, the gaine thereof is better 
then Gold, it is more pretiows then Pearles, no- 
thing isto bec compared to her , length of dayes is 
in ber right hand, and in her left bane riches and 
glory ; her wayes are the wayes of pleafure, and all 
her pathes profperitie, shee is a tree of life to them 
that lay hold on her, and bleffed is he that reteineth 
her, he fhallwaike fafely by the way and his fect [hal 
not fiumble, fhe {hall be life to his foule, and grace 
vato his necke for euer. This 


| precious Onix,noy the Saphir, the Chriftall,the Ce- 


to it? Where ws it-found? whence commeth it? sas 
|-Anfwer, The depth faith, Tt ts notin mees The 

Sea alfo faith, It inot with mè; The Earth,the| _ 

Sea, Man cannot giuc it vs, O bur this wifedome! 

is to bee found in Chrift lefusy p én whom are hid! ? Colols3. 


body, of hisflefh, and of his. bones; and thus wee 
| Cas the branches fromthe ftocke, the fruit from 


| by we [ball bee t wifer, then our enemies, and haue 


| columbam, Serpentem vt pofu nemo nocere tibi, 
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This Wifedome, which isnot © to bee valued 
with the wedze of the gold of Ophir, nor with the. 
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rall, the Topaz of Ethiopia, [hal not bee eguali vn. |' 


allthetreafures of wifedome'dnd knowledge, hec is 
both the matter of our wifedome, for wee are 
onely here wife, 9 when wee know Chrift and him 
crucified; and alfoheis the roore, from whence 
all this wifedome {pringeth .: for) beleening in 
Chritt, wee are fo conioyned: with him, incor- 
porated and ingraffed into him, that being" par- 
takers of the godly nature; wel aremembers of his 


q y,Cor.2, 2. 


the roote gerteth life)doe receine from himtrue 
wifedome, vaderftanding and difcretion, wheres 


a g 


L Pia.119.58, 
more under flanding then onr teachers, and the-an-| 
cient; whereby alfo wee fhall attaine vnto, that | 
ferpentine wifedome recommended to vs by, our 
Matter ; Be umife ( [aith he) as Serpents and inno: 


cent as Doues Vt nalli nocuiffe velis imitare) 
iff i j * (bryfe. 

: . | Hom. 24; 

The wifedome of the Serpent appearerh in|, afar. 


fixethings : Firft, when it isin dargery it offers wide Ari. | 
all the body forthe fafetie of the head, * itre-| 4.8:cap r7. 
gards not the woundsof the body , if the head | de ifto. an. 
| be | 
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bee whole : Secondly, itloofeth the skinne for 

| Arift.ub.8. | the preferuation of che life + Thirdly, *in the 

eap.17.de | cold of Winter it fecketh refrefhment in the 

hist animal. | canernsand holes ef the earth : Fourthly, fome 

Œ cap. 15. Serpents foppe their cares, and heare not the 

= es voyce of the Inchanter « Fiftly, it efcheweth dan- 

| * | ger, andisnot after found inthe wayes, where 

men viually refort :`Sixtly, beforefhe drinketh 

“tthe cafteth foorth her poyfon.. This-wifedome 

of the Serpent fhould-be followed by vs,in thofe 

° As 21.13. | fame refpects = then wee flionld be »ready (weth 

— Paul ) sodte for the Name of the Lord-lefus, nei- 

© AGS 20-24. | ther fhould ogrlifebce deare wnto uss fothatwee 

Ehi? | may 4 wine Chrif andbrookeihiniswhichis ohr 

Peas | head. by whom-wee receiue the encreafe of all good, 
unte the edifying of our feluesinlowe. 

“le IR We fhould for the confernation of our foules 

E Hebr,10.34. | E Jeff er. with toy, the lofe yea the ppolingal: our 

goods, knowing our felues that wee hauein Hennen 

a better, and an ener-enduring fubftance. For if 

s lohar 5. | men forthe fafetie of their bodies will g cafa- 

| way their goods, and furder will bee content, that 

rotten and féftered members be cut from them ; 

Yea ifthat bruit beaft the Beauer,which is much 

* Plini, Lb, | like vnto the Otter, * when hee is in danger be- 

8.¢ap. 30, | ing purfied by the Hunter, that hee may efcape 

eilian, hb. | with his life; will bireaway his owne genitours 

apt which are medicinall, knowing by the inftinct 

yay" of nature, that for thofe chiefely hee is fought 

i. Enb. ge |fotand purfued ; What fhould we doe, who are 

i >} endued with realon and haue the Word of God 


h Ph.1194195 | to bee a ruleto ourlife, and b alanthorne to our 


feete, 


à 
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feete,ana a light to our pathes,fhould not we I fay, 
i caft away euery thing that prefeth downe, how- 
foeuer pleafant or profitable it feeme to our cor- 
rupt and vitiate nature, if it be preiudiciall and 
hurtfull to the welfare of our immortall foules ¢ 
We fhould moft willingly forfake the fame, for 


the faluation of our foules; to the end wee may | 
hauc an happie,and perpetuall vnicn and focietie | 


with our glorious God who is bleffed for euer. 
IIT. In the winter of aduerfitic, inthetime 


| of trouble and calamitie, when wee can find no 


refrefhment nor comfort vpon earth, wee will 
with Anna, goeto the houfe of the Lord, wee will 
powre out our foules before our God, then’ inthe 
multitude of onr thoughts in our hearts bis tom- 
forts will reioyce our foules, wee will hane our re- 
fuze to Chrift, and as | wee are partakers of his 
fafferings , fo wee foall bee alfo partakers of his 


confalations, 


IIIT. Wee fhould ftop our eares, m and not 


hearken unto the infirvction,that canfeth vs to erre 
from the words of knowledge, and fo wee fhall not 
u bee caried about wiih disers and frange dectrine, 
but wee fhall confent continually to the wholcfome 
Words of our Lord gefus Chrift, and to the doctrine 
which is according to godiinf e, 
V. Wee would efchew all occafions of 
finne, neither fhould wep walke iz the counfell of 
the wicked, vor flant in the way of frxners, which 
is a dangerous way, where Satan laycth many 
fhares, to intrap vs for our deftruction. Tt was 
of the Lords provident cate and goodneffe to 
x2 his 
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his people, refpećting their fragilitie and weake- 

nefle, thathe çommanded-them to. remooue c- 
uery occañon.of Idelatrie and defection, to 

q take beed to themfelues, not to make any coucnant 

or compact with the Canaanites, but 10 onerthrow 

their altars, and breake their images in peeces, and 
eut.downe their groucs, to,ab{taine from ioyning 

withthem in marriage, left they fhould be caufe of 
ruine to then, Iisa point of great wifedome,to 

e{chew and forbeare the occafion of finne , and 

confequently of the punifhment following there- 

upon. 

Sixtly , Let vs lay afide all walicionfneffé, guile 
andenuy , and drinke in the fincere milke of the 
word, that we may grow thereby, crc. As by this 
wifedome which we receiue from Chit, we 
will be wife as Serpents, fo we fhall be: wee ac- 
cording to fobrictie, not prefuming te vnderfiand 
aboue that which is meete to underftand ; we will 
not bee-proud (difdaining all others) of thofe 
gifts which God hath befowea upon us ; we will 
nos! be wife in our felues, inour owne conceit, far 
t woe unto them that are wifein their owne eyes, ana 
prudent ia their owne fight; And fe Salomon faith, 
u Be nat wife in thine owne eyes, bust feare the Lord, 
| and depart from enill, 2. We will not curioufly 

fearch thofe things, which belong not to vsi for 
x fecret things belong tothe Lord our God, but the 
things renealed beleng vntovs : and the Ancient | 
affirmeth , Melius ef? dubitare de cecults, guans li- 
tigare de incertis , It is better to doubt of fecal 


things, then to firiue for vncertaine things ».Alfo | 
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hee complaineth , Cursofum genus hominum ad 
cognofcendum vitam alienam, defidicfum ad corri- 

ewaum [uam, Mankinde is curious ro know the 
life of others,and flouthfull to amend their owne 
life. And Seneca faithtruly ; Bowam vite partem 
perire nobis dum mihilagimus, maiorem autem dum 


| wealeagimus, multo vero maximam dum aliena agi- 


mus, That a good part of our life-time is loft, 
while we are idle doing nothing; that a greater 
part of our life is loft, while we are. doing euill 
things, but that, the greateft part is loft while we 
are doing other things, not appertaining to vs. 
36 We will not trouble our felucs about many things, 
which are frinolous and vnneceflarie, as the Em- 


| perour Hadrian did thew himfelfe ridiculous, by 
| enquiring fubtilly and carefully of allthe Gram-. 


marians, who was Evazders Nourifher,and Pria- 
mus his great great Grandfathers father, when 
as he fhould haue beene exercifed in the admini- 
ftration of Iuftice, and.in doing of the more 
weightie and vrgent affaires of the Common- 
wealth : but we will employ our felues chiefely 
in thofe things, that are moft neceflary and expe- 
dient; wee w Lexercife our felues vato godlineffe, 
which is profitable vsto all things, and hath the pre- 
mife of this lafe prefent, and of that that is to come, 
The King of Tyrus¢had wifedome and vunder- 
ftandiag, whereby he acquired gold and filuer in his 
treafures , and encreafed his riches , but that wife- 
dome was not according io fobrietic ; he was 
thereby d puftvp with pride and arrogancie, he 
efteemed himfelfe equall with God ; wifer then 
saan X 3 Daniel, 
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Daniel, and that no fecret thing could be hid from 
hom : wherefore his brightneffe was defiled, he di- 
ea miferably, and was caft downe to the pit. 

It was not wifedome, but wicked curiofitie, 
which made the © men of Beth-fhemefh to meddle 
with the Lords fecrets, and to looke into the Arke, 
to gaze thereon irreuerently ; wherefore God 
fmote them with a great plague. 

The Athenians (who principally and moft 
confidently did arrogate to themfelues the praife 
of wifedome) were not wife according to fo- 
brietie, when as they did not attend vpon law full 
bufinefle: fome £ gaue themfélues to nought elfe, 
but either to tell, or to heare fome newes. 


We may fee a wife paterne of this fober wife- 


domeinthe Prophet Dauid, whofe 3 heart was 
not bautie, neither his eyes loftie, who walked not in 
great matters hid from him , b who did that which 
was right in the fight of the Lord, who did nos: de- 
cline from his indgements, who tooke his teflimontes 
as an heritage for euer: k fo he bebaued him/felfe more 
wifely then all his companions , and bis name was 
much fet by, 

According to Bernards iudgement , Sobria fa- 
pientia ef , in panitudine peccaterum praterito- 
rum, in contemptu prafentinm commodcrum,tn de. 
fiderio futurorum prensiorum, Inacwifti plane fapien- 
tiam, fiprioris vite peccata deficas, fi huius feculi 
defiderabilia parui pendeas, fi eternam beatitudi- 
nem toto defiderio concupifcas. Sober wifedome, 

| confifts in the repentance of our by-gonc finnes, 


| in contempt of the prefent profite, in the defire 
= of 


—S 
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of the future rewards; Thou haft altogether. 
found wifedome, if thou lament for the finnes 
of thy former life, if thou vilipend thofe things 
which are moft defired in this world, if with thy 
whole defire thou fhalt long for eternall hap- 
pineffe. T se 

The Lord indued Hezekiah with wifedome , 
when hegase himl true repentance, for hisfinne of 
pride and ingratitude, whem heprayed to the Lord 
and wept fore, in time of ficknefle. So Mazajfe 
when he repented his idolatry, murther and for- 
cery ; when he humbled himfelfe greatly, and pray- 
ed. to.God carnefily, he did very wifely, for he was 
then deliuered from prifon , and reftored to his 
kingdome. It was great wifedome in Zacheus to 
forfake his coueroufneffe , to be liberal! tothe 
poore, to ° reffore foure-fold, what he had taken by 
forged canillation. 

Sowasitin Peter , to goe forth of the Priefts 
Hall, to p weepe bitterly for the denying of his 
matter. Sowas itin that finfull woman, to come to 
the houfe where Chriff was, qto wafh bis feete with 
her teaves, andto wipe them with the hazres of ber 
head ; her finnes were forgiuen her. True and great 
repentance, is true and great wifedome. Alfo 
contempt of the worme-eaten pleafures of this 


Efter was wife r who did hate the gloryof the vn- 
righteous, and did abborre the very token of her pre- 
eminence, who had not ber chiefe ioy inthe court of 
Afhuerus, but in the LerdherGod, Mofes did 
wilcly, in that he contemned the pleafures of 


Ægypt 


vaine world, is folide and fober wifedome. | 
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Agypt, and’ esteemed the rebuke of Chrif , grea. 
ter riches then thetreafures of a mighty and weal- 
thy nation, for he bad refpet veto the recompence 
of the reward. 

In all matters of wifedome and underftanding , 
Danieland his companions , who determined in 
their -bearts not to be defiled with the portion of 
Nebuchadnezzars meat, nor with his wine, twere 
ten times better, then allthe Inchauters and Aftro- 
logians of Babylon, 

Further, the Apoftle Paul did wifely,who lon- 
eed forthe ioyes of a better life, u defirme to be 
difvolued and to be with Chrif, which isbeft of 
all. They are allvery wile, xthat lone Christs ap- 
pearing : for at that day the righteous indge [hall 
gine them the Crowne of righteoufneffe, 

And feeing 4 we/edome is the beginning of grace 
and happineje ; aboue all thy polfefsion, ect wife- 
dome and underftanding , exalt her , and {hee fhall 
exalt thee, fhee hall bring thee to honour, if thon 
embrace her, fhee hall e:we a comely ornament to thy 
head, yea {hee fhall gine thee a crowne of glory. 

By this Wifedome, our natural] temeritieand 
rafhnefle, alfo our indifcretion and foolifhnefle, 
moreouer, ‘our frenfie and madneffe will beex- 
pelled and remooued. Againe, our worldly 
wifedome wilibe feafoned and well gouerned ; | 
| when we perceive the wonderfull and profita- 

ble effe&ts of {pirituall wifedome, the excellen- 
cie and the gaine thercof, being by men confide- 
red, we will defire and affe& she fame with ear- 
neht and continual! loue, labour and afte@ion. 
Then 


160 


= 
f teb.11,26, 


t Dan. 1.20. 


n Phil, 1.22. 


x 2, 11m.4. 8. 


aProu.4.7, 8; 
Qı 


Cuar. IX. Chrif giueth Foode, 


Then we fhall be wife as Serpents,and according 


dent, our under ftanding fhall be a we-(pring of life 
‘unto vs that haneit, we fhal truft inthe Lord, and 
befor ener bleffed, © To our God only wife , our Sa- 
sioar be Glory, Maiestie, and Dominion and Power, 
both now and ener, Amen. 


s 


Cars i xX. 
Chrift gineth Foode. 


Oseeu the fonne of Jacob (faith that 
Wifeman) 4 was the Gonernour of his bre- 
thren, and the uphoider of his people; But Ie- 
{us Chrift ethe Sonne of God, ts a better Go- 
sernour, € who will teach his owne people to profite, 
and leade them by the way that they lheuld goe. He 
isa better vpholder, g bearing up all things by his 


| mightie word. Ieféph, of his tender loue and 


goodnefle , h did forginethe trefpaffe of his bre- 
thren, and their finne, who rewarded bimenill, and 
im time of famine, ihe nourifbed them with bread, 
and placed them in the land of Golben. 

Tefus of more ardent and entire affection, of 
admirable and vinfpeakeable goodnefle, will k one 
05, and wafh vs from our finnes in bis blood, hee 
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STN, 


| to fobrietie ; web (hall be wife in our bufinelfe, and |» Pro.t6.verl 
| findegood, we [hall be wife in heart, and called pru- 


20,21,22- 


€ Judezs, 


4Ecclus.4g,iy 


© Luke 3.38, 
f Ia48,17:; 


& Hebr. 1,3, 
h Gen,50.176 


i Gen.47.1% 


k Reuel.t.¢. 


l will not abyaics chide, mer reward vs according to |! PAL103,9, 


l 
| 


our inequities, but he will mgize vs meate, = 
not. 


m Tohn 6.27. 
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nonrijheth our foules, and that endureth to life euer- 
laffine. 

The Patriarches had good reafon to leaue 
that Countrey where they foiourned ; for by fa- 
mine and f{carcitieof corne, they were conttrai- 
ned , and were ingood hopeto be with plentie 
by #feph , releeued and retrefhed. Wee haue 
better caufe in our hearts and affe@tions, to for. 
”Pfal.ra0.5- | fake this world, this n Asefbeth and tents of Kedar, 
2 Reu18.4- | ¢@ o flee out of Babylon , this place of finne and 

confufion, æf we be partakers of ber plagues , and 
with all poffible fpeedeto come to Iecfus whois 
P Math.11-28.| calling vpon vs , P Come to me, and promifing to 
eale vs, and comfort vs , and with aboundance 
of all good, to refrefh our wearied and diftrefled 
foules. 
To whom | In handling of this benefit, we will keepe this 
thisfpiritu- | order, to fhew, 1. on whom Chrif will beftow 
all foode is | this foode. 2. how neceflary itis. 3. the wor- 
prast. thineffe of this foode. 4. that-Chrift doth more 
coour foules, then foode doth to our bodies. 
s. fignes whereby we may know, if we receiue 
this benefite. 6. Their miferie who want 
it, 7. what they fhould render to Chrift who 
et it. 
. Firft then, Chrift giueth fosde freely,to thofe 
1Gal.6.1o. | Whoareinhis owne tamily , q pecially to thofe, 
who are of the houfhold of faith. As fofeph didnot 
plentifully , frankly, and freely , nourifh all the 
families of Ægypt, but principally and moft lo- 
uingly , the family of Z.cob : So Chrift Tefus 
vouchfafeth not his {pirituall nourifhment to all 
people 


Ta AS AL PASS SSeS RSS ec AP 
. 


Cuar. XI. Chrifi giueth Foode, 
people of the world indifferently, (for this 
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Re, 


heauenly Manna, is hid from the wicked.) And if} * Rew2.17, 


thofe who were difobedient to Gods com- 
mandement, f could not finde corruptible Manna, 
fhall his enemies rebelling and fighting againft 
him, obtaine that incorruptible Manna? but 
t the childrens bread is ginuen to Gods children, 
i with lone and care x honour their Holy Fa- 
ther. 

O how happie a thing is itto be one of Gods 
| Houfhold ! they wil! be deliuered fromall ețill. 
As Iofhua x fined Rahab and her family at the de- 
ftruCtion of Tericho, when he deftroyed vtterly both 
man and woman, yong and old, and all the beafts 
therein, with the edge of the fword: So Tefus 
| will faue his owne Saints, when a God will number 
to the fword, and to the flauchter,allthofe that haue 
| forfaken: kim whom he faueth he nourifbes ; behold, 
his feruants hall eate, dvinke,and reioyce,when the 
wicked fhall be hungrie, thirftic, and afhamed, 
crying for forrow ef heart, and howling for vexati- 
oz of minde. Alfo whoare in Chrifts family,they 
| (hall be furnifhed, with all needfull things,and in- 

ftructed in all wifedome, they remaine ina hap- 
pie and profperous eftate , > their fouledwelleth at 
cafe. For if ¢the feruants of Salomon , who flood 


in bis prefence,and beard his wifedome, were happy; |3 


much more are they happie and bleffed : for d be 
whoopeneth his band , and giueth foode in due fea- 
fonto all men, will give them naturall fuftenance 
for their bodies. Alfo as e Beniamins mefe w. 
fine times fo much as any of his breshreas; fo the 

Nee « foode 


í Exod.16.27. 


t Math. 15.26. 
m Mal.1.6. 


u foth.6,2¢. 


a Ifa.65.U2y 
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b Pfal,2 5.13. 


c 1.King. 1o. 
a Pfa.104.27 


° Geng $+ 341 
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f Mat.g,6, 


s Luke 1.§ 3. 
h Phil.2 136 


i Pfal.145-19- 


k Matth.8.2. 


m Pfal.to7. 
verl.e 25659 


nTohn 6.27, | himconftantly, n labouring for the bread of Life 
oPLal.65.4, | Carneftly,o they Jhal be fatisfied with the pleafures of 
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foode of Gods childrén, will be fue times bet- 
ter then the foode of the wicked. 

II. Chrift giueth food to thofe that hunger for 
the fame, £ Bleffed are they which hunger and thir ft 
for vighteoufneffe,for they [hall be filled. This hun- 
ser of our foules, muft be like to rhe hungerof 
our ftomacke in two refpecis: 1. as there isa 
paine in the bottome of our ftomacke, till it be 
fatisfied and filled with meate. 2. as from this 
paine proceedeth an earneft and hungry appe- 
tite, greatly longing forrefrefhment: 1. Sowe 
muft hauea forrow and paine for the want of fo 
precious foade. 2. alfo an earneft defire to be 
fatisfied, and thengthe Lord will fill the hungry 
with good things. Firlt, God  worketh this will 
and appetite: Againe, he fulfillech the fame ; for 
hei will fulftll the defire of them that fearehim, he 
alfo wil heare their cry, and fauethem, 

ITI. Chrif feeds chofe who abide with him, 
kWhen a multitude costinued with him certaine 
dayes, and had nothing to eate, hee had compafiion 
on them, and did fatisfie them with bread in the 
Wilderneffe : When his owne fertants are m wan- 
dering in the defert Wilderneffe of this World, 
both hungrie and thirftie, their foules fainting 


'withinthem, Ifthey continue with God,and cry 


tohine, he will fatisfie the thirftic foule, and fill the 
hungry foule with goodnefe,; Thus Chrift nouri- 
fheththofe that are of the houfehold of Faith, 
who are hungry and thirftie, who continue with 


Gods | 
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Gods holy Temple, Fhey p [hall not bee hungrie, |? Plal-49.10. 
neither [hall they be thirftie, for he thathathcom-|  - 
pafion on them, fhall leade them, euen to the {pring 

of water {hall he drine them, 

Secondly, wee fhould know how necefflary | 

this foode is. As for the neceffitie thereof, it is | Secondly, 

well knowen by common experience. The na. |th¢ «ion 

turall life, if it be not vpholden with conuenient a S 
meate belonging thereto, it weareth and decay- | eode, i 

eth : Alfo Spirituall life, if it be not entertained 

with fit nourifhment appertaining thereunto, it 

weareth and decayeth, Alimenti ratio duplex eft, 

altera nutricndi, altera augendi, wutriens efi quod | Arif, br. | 

efe prebeat cr toti e” partibus : Augers, quod ac- | cap. 6. de 

cefionem ad magnitudinem faciat, There is a| Geneanim 

two-fold reafon of our food ; one for to nourifh, 

and another to giue vs anincreafe. That which 

doeth nourifh vs, is which giueth a being both 

to the whole body and partes thereof ; the in- 

creafing food which maketh an augmentation to 

the greatnefle of the body, till it attaine tothe 

due proportion and quantitie thereof. 

That Aigyptian, the feruant of an Amalekit, 

had great need of corporall foode, for when hee 

had eaten of the bread , and dranke of the wine 

ginen him by Dauid, 9 bis [pirit came againe to | 11Sam.30.32 

him, Ionathan fighting againft the vncircumci- 

fed Philiftims, had. ncede of fuftenance, becaufe | 
r when hee had tafted a little hony, his eyes reces- rLSam.14.272 

ued fight, and were made cleare, Elias had i 
|neede of foode, when £ hee was to goe to the)" 1E8358 

mount of God, a great ionrney : Surely we de 
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all a great need of our Spirituall foode, that wee 
may bee nourifhed, tand grow thereby, u that wee 
may be flrengthened by his Spirit in the inner man, 
x that the eyes of our vnderftanding may be opened, 
a go bee illuminate in the light of the lining, tothe 
end wee may * walke worthy of our holy vocation, 
and goe forward toward heauenly Hierufalem. 
That man in Bethleem Iuda, faid to his fonne-in- 
law, b comfort thine heart with a morfell of bread ; 
Heethought that naturall bread would comfort 
his fonnes heart ; but farre more will Spirituall 
foode comfort vs. Thus the neceffitie of this 
foode is evident in thefe refpects, becavfe with- 
out it, there will be no continuance of Spiritual! 
life, no growth of the inward man, no ftrength, 
no fight, no walking to heauenly Canaan, no re- 
frefhment, no comfort to our foules. 

Thirdly, concerning the worthineffe of this 
nourifhment; let vs remember firft, that it is 
rare, and not to be found in every place, neither 
to be found at euery time in any place; this food 
is onely to bee gotten where God is knowen, in 
the true Church, not in every Nation. Now 
c God ss knowen in Iuda, his Name is great tn Ifrael, 
in Shalem i his Tabernacle and his dwelling in Si- 
om : There this foode is to bee gotten, and in no 
other place of the whole World. It being the 
biead of the Lords children, it is moft vnlike the 
bread of Worldlings and Idolaters, 4 all that eate 
of that bread fhall bee polluted, but who fhall eate 
carefully this bread, they fhall be preferued and 
fanctified. Secondly, this foode (which is Gods 

. : Word) 
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word) is much worth, for it © more tobee defi- 
red then much fine Gold, In time of bodily fa- 
mine, f an Affes head ( meate I thinke neither of 
great quantitie, nor good qualitie) was fould for 
* 80. pieces of filuer:If in the extremitie of thirit & 
want of water, * a draught thereof was thought 
worth two duckers, (as happened in the Armie 
of the Emperour Charles marching towardes 
Tues; ) at what great rate ought the whelefome 
and precious focde of our foules be to efteemed, 


| with what charges and trauell, day and night 


fhould we labour for it? | 
Manna was an excellent foode, g which had 
the aboundance of al pleafiires in it ayd was meat 
for all tastes, for it was b like unta wafers made 
with hony ,ialfo the taste of it was like unto the tafte 


‘| of freh oyle, * of the beft fort that euer {wimmeth 


aboue, # ferued to the appetite of all that tooke it, 
therefore it is called k the bread of Angels ; yet 
the Tewes, that! did eate that Manna in the wil- 
derneffe are dead: but this moft excellent fufte. 
nance, this moft precious bread , which commeth 
downe from heauen, he which eateth of it, foal not 
die, he hall line for euer,Chrifts flefh is meat indeed, 
his blood is drinke indeede , he that eateth his flefh 
and drinketh his blood dwelleth in Chrif , and he in 
him, he bath eternall life, Chrif willraife him up 
atthe lafl day, : 

Fouithly, fet vs confider, that Chrift and his 
foode is more profitable to our foules, and to 
Spiritual! life, then earthly meate is to our mor- 

bodies, and our naturall life : for execpt 
, there 
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Fourthly, 
Chrift doth 
more to 
our foules, 
then focde 
doeth to 
| our bedies. | 
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m P(a.107.176 


n Eohel4.16. 


o Dan.re.8, 


P Luke 8.15. 
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there bee health, ftrength , and appetite, and 
power in our bodies, naturall foode will inno 
wayes auaile vs; fo men m dy reafow of their tranf- 
grefsions , and becaufe of their zniquities affiucted 
with fickenefe, their foule abborreth all meate, and 
are brought to deaths dore. 

Thus we fee that there is a foure-fold power 
or facultie, in well difpofed and holefome bo- 
dies: 1. Adrawing power to receiue meate : 
2. A retaining power to keepe it: 3. A con- 
uerting power after digeftion, to turne it into 
our fubftance: 4. An expelling power, to caft 
foorth the filthie and vnprofitable excrements ; 
vnlefic thefe faculties were in a body, meate 


‘would in no wayes profit it: Bur Chrift as he be- 


ftoweth this foode vpon vs, fo hee giueth vs 
ftrength to receiue it, grace for to keepcit, his 
bleffing that wee may grow by it, anda receiue 
increafe in the meafure of cuery part. Without 
Chrifts helpe, o there fhall remazne no flrength in 
us, our firength hall be turned into corruption, we 
Jhal haue no power to receiue his foode, albeit 
wee would receiue it; without Chrift, wee fhall 
not p with an honeft and good heart keepeit, and 
bring foorth fruit with patience, but as wicked 
Saul q did cafi away the Word ef God, fo wee 
vould caft away the food of Chrift : andas the 
carnall Iewes t loathed heanenly Manna, fo we 
would loathe and bee weary of that moft preti- 
ous, and Spirituall Manna the Word of God, 
which is f altogether righteous, perfit, and profi- 
table; and thusis the faying of an Ancient a 
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fied, Omnia habemus in Chriffo, & omnia in nobis 
Christus. Sià vulnere curari defideras medicus eft: 
fi febribus afluas , fonseft : fi graneris iniqnitate , 
iuftitia es : fi indiges anxélio,virtus eff : fi mortem 
| times, Vita ef? : fi tenebras fugis, lux est > fi cælum 
defideras, via cst : fi cibum defideras , alimentum 
est. Wee haueall things in Chrift , and Chrift is 
all things in vs. Ifthou defireft to bee cured of 
thy wounds, hee is a Phifitian : if thou bee kotte 
and burning with feauers, he is a fountaine to re- 
frefh thee : if thou bee Jaden with iniquities,hee 
is righteoufnefle : ifthou needeft helpe, hee is 
power and vertue : ifthou feareft death , hee ts’ 
life : if thou fleeft from darkneffe, hee is light: 
if thou defire heauen, hee is the way thereto : if 
thou defireft foode, hee is true and wholefome 
nourifhment. And Chrift by infinite degrees is 
more neceflary and profitable to vs , then foode 
is to our bodies. 
Fiftly,touching thofe fignes which may affure. 

vs of our {pirituall nourifhment, I reckon fiue 
chiefiy. 1. Life. 2. Strength. 3. Growth. 4.An 
Appetite. 5. Ioy. 
Fitt, none may receiue fpirituall life, except 
Chrift t gine them to eate of the tree of life, which 
is in the middest of the Paradice of God, Hé” that 
hath the Sonne, hath life from the Sonne; he that 
hath this life, hath alfo foode conuenient, for 
the continuance and preferuation of this life. As 
itis * the bread of God, which commeth downe 
- | from Heauen, that giveth Life to the World, foit 
is Chrif that fame bread, that preferueth this 
life 
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| life in vs. Againe, ftrength invs torefitt our ehe- 


mies, and to worke diligently the workes of 
our holy vocation, is a note that wee are nouri- | 
fhed with Heauenly foode. As outward ftrength 
would not remaine in vs without meate. and 
fuftenance , (for of hunger commeth a fainting 
and weakeneffe,) neither would iaward ftrength 
abide in vs, without daily foode fit for our in- 
ward min. 3. When b God gineth a Spirituall 
increafe in-vertue and godlineffe, a moft fure 
token that hee giueth foode; when with hap- 
pie. Samuel, wee c grow befare the Lord, when 
wee. profit and are in fauour with the Lord , 
then Chrift nourifheth vs, when with him d wee 
grow and waxe firongin the fpirit, and are filled 
with wifedome ; the grace of God being ener with 
vs. 4- If onegreatly hunger and long for hca- 
uenly foode, it is an infallible demonftration,that 
already hee hath receiuied, and that hee isto re- 
ceiue more aboundantly of precious foode ; for 
God will ¢ faciate and replenifh enery weary foule, | 
and forrowfull foule bungring for him, The Lord |. 
which keepeth fidelitie for euer , which cxecuteth| 
Iuftice for the oppreffed, which gineth fight to the 
blind, which giueth bread tothe hungrie, Hee will 
g nourt{h. and cherifhhis owne Church, thathath 
an earneft appetite to incorruptible refreflament. 
şs. Inward ioy is acoheite of our fpirituall nou- 
rifhment, » Who hath eaten of the hid Manna, 
andi drunke of the water of Life freely? Ewen 
Gods k ferwants, fhall reioyce and hane great ioy, 


when the wicked fhall haue forrow and bee afhamed, 


Sixtly,, 
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Sixtly, great arethe miferies of allthofewho 
are fo forfaken of Ged, that hee will fay vnto 
| chem, ™ Zwill not feede you : that that dieth, let tt 
die, and that that perifheth, let it perifh, » they 
| Jhal! be confumed with hunger. If they be happie 
to whom © God giueth Paftours according to his 
heart, which fhall feede them with kwowledze and 
vndtrflanding. are they not miferable, who 
want foode, and are deftroyed with darkenefle 
and ignorance ? K 

There is a two-fold hunger : one bodily fa- 
mine, of corruptible foode, another that is Spi- 
rituall, of the wholefome word ; bodily famine 
isa great cuill, itmaketh the p wsfage blacker then 
acoale, the skinne tocleaue to the bone, and to bee 
withered like aftocke : they shat bee flaine with the 
fword , are better then they that are killed with 
hunger, which isan euill counfell, which com- 
‘| pelleth parents q to eate the fruit of their bodies, 
| enen the flefh of their fonnes and daughters, as may 
bee read both inthe holy Scripture, When Ben- 
hadad befieged Samaria, and in other Hiftories, 
when * Titus Vefpafian belieged the ‘Citie of 
Terufalem. Per 

But Spitituall hunger is agreater euill, which 
maketh one blacke and enill fauoured in Gods 
fight as, blacke Mores, who cannot change their 
skinnes, © tt bringeth leanneffe unto the f oule, yea 
confumption and deftru@ion thereto. 7 
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n Amos 8. 
11,12. 


x Amos 4.6: 


aIoha 6,33. 


Bernard. 


Sic animi nifi deliciis rattonis alantur, 
Dum verbi eterni pane carent, pereunt. 


As our mortall bodies loofe their owne natu- 


-f rall life, if they cannot receiue foode : Soour 


{oules, vnieffe they bee nourifhed with the deli- 
cates of wifedome and vnderftanding, perifh, 
when they want the bread of the eternall Word, 
This terrible plague of the famine of Gods 
word, is mentioned by the Prophet, 4 Behold, 
the dayes conse; faith the Lord God, that I will fend 
a famineinthe Land, not a famine of bread, nora 
thir ft fox water, but of hearing of the Word of the 
Lord; and they fhal wandcy from Sea. to Sea, and 
they [hall runne to and fro, from the North to the 
Eaft, to feeke the word of the Lord, and fhall not 
finde it. How Lamentable isthe fearefull eftate 
of fuch an vnhappie people? As the finnes and 
tranfgreffions of men, are the caufe of naturall 
hunger, avd of x fcarceneffe of earthly bread; fo 
‘at are the caufe of this fearefull famine of the 
oule.. 

Ifa to eat of that heauenly bread bringeth euerla- 
fine life to want it, it will be erernall death. 4- 
lind, fequi lefum , alind tenere, alind manducare. 
Sequi,falubre confilium ; tenere cx amplecti,folenne 


{gaudium ; manducare, vita beata. It is.ano- 


ther thing to follow C u z 1 s r, another thing 
to holde him, another thing tocateCurist: 
To follow Curtis r,.is a wholefome coun- 
fell; to imbrace him, is great ioy; to cate 
him, is a happie life. Then, to bee “ae 
i "TI o 
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of that Heauenly foode, isa wretched and vn- 

happie life. 

“Uf they bee bleffed whom Chrif- chufeth- and |> Plal.7 5.4. 
canfeth to come to him, for they hall dwell in his 

Courts, and-bee farisfied with the pleafures of his 

houfe, euen of his holy Temple : Arethey not mi- 

ferable and'curfed, who will be c refufed at Chriffs | ° Mat.2440 
fecond comming? Who being 4 feparated from |è Mat.25.32, 
the godly, fhall be [hut foorth from the Kingdome of 
Heauen,to be euer famifhed in hell,and to be tor- 

mented in that lake with fire vnquenchable + 

What will it at length auaile any, with the 
rich glutton to ¢ be clothed in purple, and faye |* Luk.16.19. 
well avd delicate enery day, to bee fed as oxen for 
‘the day of flaughter, if within very fhort time 
they bee plunged in Hels torments, where there 
is continuall hunger and thirft, £ Weeping and |E Mat.8.12, 
gualbing of teeth, utter darkeneffe, in all extre- | 
mitie of everlafting horrours and paines ? 

: 7. Secondly,what duties fhould the Lords peo- | Duties of 
ple, nourithed by him,render againe vnto God ¢ | thofe thar 
Let vs ferue fo good a Father both in body our- | 2° fed. 
wardly, ands worfhip him in Spirit and trueth ine| z Yoh.4 24. 
wardly, farrebe it from vs, to give our bleffed | Firlt, to 
God fitch an occafion of complaint as the re- | fete our ` 
probate Iewes did, 5 Heare, O Heauens, and ag t 
hearken, O Earth : for the Lord hath faid, I hane et 
nourifhed and brought up children, but they hane 

rebelled again? me, faith he by his Prophet. 

But feeing hee is fo good ai Maffer let us feare |. — 
him : {eeing hee is fo louing a Father, wok wil | k Boking. 
beare usin his armes that aveweake ; who will heale 
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m Gen, 32-10 


h Pfal.8.4. 


° Mat.s¢.27, 


| comming to Chrift, and from receiuing this 
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ws that are ficke , who will leade vswith the cordes 
of lone ; who will take of the yoke from onr iawes gey 
lay meate vato us that are hungrie, let vs honour 
him alwayes,endeuouring to walke in his wayes, 
and to obferue his commandements : That hap- 
pie woman Efter did well, and behaued her felfe 
thankefully towards Mordecai, | fhee did after 
his word, and obeyed his commandement, of 
whom fhee was nourifhed. Tris alfo a point of 
our ductie to obey our God willingly, and due- 
ly vfe his word who nourifheth vs continually. 
The deepeand frequent remembrance of our 
wretchedneffe, and vnworthinefle, will beetovs 
a very great helpejboth for our due preparation, ' 
that we may be made readie to receiue fonecef= 
farie and pretious foode ; as alfo for our obedi- ° 
ence and thankefulneffe, that wee may behaue 
our felues, dutifully to him, who dealeth with 
vs folouingly : This ferious meditation of our 
bafenefle and indignitie , will mooue vs to fay. 
with Jacob, Lord, m We are not worthy of the leaft 
of thy mercies , and all the trueth which thou haft 
fhowen unto thy feruants ; andto admire with the 
Prophet crying , » What is man that thos art 
mindefull of him, or the fonne of man, that thou 
vifiteft him? and to efteeme our felues but as 
owhelpes that fhould eate the crummes, which fall 
from our Mafters table . and this confideration of 
our wretchedneffe, fhould not hinder vs from 


nourifhment,but fhould mooue vs tocome with 
greater humiliation, with greater preparation 
‘euen 


—— 
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euet to come as Mephibofheth did to Dauid, to 

proftrate our felues with great reuerence, fay- 

ing, phat are thy feruants, that thou fhouldeft |? 2.5am.g.8. 

looke on fuch dead dogges? to prepare our {elues 

by a diligent tryall of our faith, repentance, 

and of our Spirituall appetite : for if prepa- | 

rationand tryall was needfull before the Icwes 

did eate the q Pafcall Lambe ; is it not more |22.Chr.35.6 

needfull to vs, before wee receiue this fo ex- 

cellent foode, asto eate of the * Lambe of God, | Iohn 1.29. 

who taketh away the finnes of the World, when our | 

moft louing Saviour, will fay tovs, £ Iam come |€ Cants.t. 

to my Garden, my Sifter, my Spoafe; X gathered 

my Myrrhe with my Spice; I eate my Hony-comsbe 

with my Hony ; I dranke my Wine with my Milke ; 

and thus he will inutte vs : O my freendes and wel- 

belowed, cate, drinke, and make you merry. : Farre 

be it from vs, to difdaine fo great delicates ; farre 

be it from vs, to refufe this Heavenly banquet. 
Becaufet Queene Valthi refufed to come to AF- |€ ERII 

fueroths feaff, the King was very angry, and his 

wrath kindled in him, then fhe was diuorced,and 

her royall eftate giuenynto another. Surely the 

great King of Heauen will bec highly offended, 

and very angry with thofe, that will refufe to 

come to“ his great Supper, none of them [hah taft |» Luk.r4.16. 

of his holy Banquet : hee will Iudge them * woz | * Matth.22.8. 

worthy of fo great fanour, they fliall bee feparate 

from him, and deprived for euer of his pre- | Secondly. 

fence. | wee fhould 
Againe, when it {hall pleafe God to nourifh pe chagi- 


full. 
thee, beenot asthe wanton Horfe, who#wax- | 2 Deotga.r5. 
in 
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b g.King 4.13. 


Thirdly, we 
fhould en- 
tertaine 
Chrift. 


c Cant.4.16. 


a Phl,gr.17. 
e Hebr, 11.6. 


f Rom.t2 fe 


We fhould 
haue peace 
with Chrift 


+t A&s.12.29, 
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ing fat, [purnes with his heele; forfake not God 
that made thee, mifregara not the ftrong God of 
thy faluation, who vpholdeth thee, bur with a 
thankefull minde fay with the faithfull Prophet 
Elifha, > Behold, thou hafi had all this great care 
for vs Lord, what {hal I doe for thee ? how fhall I 
bee ableto requite thy louing kindneffe towards 
mee? 

3. Seeing Chrift entertaineth thee, and be- 
ftoweth fo rare and excellent nourifhment ypon 
thee, thou againe oughteft with great care and 
diligence, to provide and prepare entertaine- 
ment for him, to defire him, ¢ to eate of the deli- 
cate things, and pleafant fruites, whercin heede- 
lights,thou fhouldeft make a feaft to Chrift, with 
the fruites of true repentance,and giue him thofe 
difhes , and delicates, wherewith hee is moft 
contented, to wit, d a contrite and broken heart, 
which hee will neuer defpife, a faithfull and belee- 
uing heart, «Without the which it is vnpofsible to 
peafe him, an obedient heart, which will caufe 
thee to offer £ thy body « lining facrifice, holy and 
acceptable vanto him. If chou haft no entertaine- 
ment for Chrift, it is a fearefull token, that |. 
Chrift doeth not nourifh thy feule-vnto eternall 

i life. 
| 4. Aboue all things, let it bee our principall 
| purpofe to bee at peace with Chrift, to haue fel- 
lowfhip with him, euer remaining in his fauour : 
otherwife, thofe of Tyrus and Sidon in the day 
of Iudgement will rifeand be witnes againft vs ; 
for when Herod Agrippa g intended to make warre 
againft 


eee 
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againfi them, they came all with one accord unto 
him and per [waded Blaftus the Kings chamberlaine, 
they defired peace, becaufe their Conntrey was nou- 
rifhed by the Kings Land, Haue wee not greater 
reafon to bee very carefulland folicitous, that 
we bee at vnitie with Chrift, to defire his peace, 
who of his mercie, goodneffe, and liberalitie 
doeth nourifh both foule and body ? They de- 
fired peace for their earthly, and naturall fufte- 
nance; fhould not wee rather feeke his favour, 
both for our earthly and heauenly nourifhment? 
Let vs t behave our felues as babes weaned from 
their mother, depending vpon him,expecting and 
feeking foode and all things neceflary from him, 
louing and honouring him, who is fo fauourable 
and beneficiall towards vs. 

If the Romans much affected, and efteemed 
of thofe Emperours who helped them in time of 
famine, and reioyced them with feafts and ban- 
quets; what great regard fhould wee haue to 
Chrift, who will deliuer vs from i our great tri- 
bulations, and bring vs in the prefence of the throne 
of God, that wee may dwel with him in his holy 
Temple, feruing him day and night? There wee 
ball hunger no more, neither thirft any more, for 
the Lambe which is in the mids of the throne fha 
gouerne vs, and fhall leade vs vnto the lively foun- 


taines of waters, and God fhall wipe away all teares 


from our eyes : X For hee hath compasion upon vs, 
therefore 1 xo geod thing will bee withhold from 


| us, but will gine vs grace hereand glory hereafter, 


for ewer and ener, 
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Chrif gineth Raiment and Riches. 
m Gen.45.22 | -A ‘S$ lofeph ni gaue vif nall and nourilbment 
| to his brethren, fo hee gane them all (none 
Am except) raiment : he was of great power 
. i in Egypt, and according to the teftimos | 
*Pateltate | nie of the * writer of the Iewcs Hiftoric, hee 
ind ae ivfed his power well. Jefus Chrift » who ts not 
M bc’ afbamed to call vs brethren, who will o feedewus 
i H per é, with the fat of wheate, and will fuffice ws with hony 
SHebraas. (ont of the Rocke, who will pfeede vs with thehert- 
tikes PAN tage of lacob our Father, a who will gine unto ws 
IP 114.9 5.5 4. 


that meate that pers[heth not but endureth to euer- 
lafting life : And thofe who loathe and refufe 
fuch heavenly and wholefome foode, £ Hee will 
feede thenr with moxmewcod,and make them drinke 
the water.of gall, butto thofe that willingly wall 
receiue wholefome foode from him f who gineth 
meate abundantly, he willalfo giue neceflaryand 
t 1Sam.18.3. | honeft raiment. \When Jonathan t loued Danidas 
his owne foule, and made a couenant with him, ther 
he gane him his Robe, his Garments, hus Sword, and 
his Bow enen to his girdle.Chrift loving vsouri- 
fhing-vs, and making a Covenant withvs, hee 
+1 | will giue’arobe-toyall, precious garments, ‘and 
© Reuel.z.18./ fure armour, 4 white raiment, that wee may bee 
cloathed, and that our filthy nakedneffe doe net 
| ei 3 appeare : 


a lòhn 6.27., 
T Jer.23.15, 
| 
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f Tob.3 6.31, 
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appeare’: He whois of great power and good- |. NY 
neie, willx make vs Pricfts unto God bis Father, hg 4 
and then a cloathe vs with rig hteoufnelfe, and fo! ° Pfal.tza9 


|b the. beautie of our God fhal! tee vpon vs, who wil 
direl the worke 6f our bands continuall; 4 "Ghrift, 5 
b mhich knew no finne, made bimfelfe. to bee finne 
for vs, that wee fhould bee made the righteonfneffe 
: of God in him. And thus wefhall-be apparrelled 
[with garments fmelling-of Mixrhe and Aloes-and 
| Cafeia, like to his owne. ‘Atas, how miferably 
| foolifh arethey, who vilipetid and -reicct fo pre: Qe did 
| tious and neceffaric raiments? = ™ l 

| If that renoumed Tamberlane wasi soffended;| Richard 
/stictioufly , and made warrevagaintt Barazec 
fourth King of the Turkes', becaufe: tn great: 
fcorne hee reiedéted certaine garments , thar: in 
kindneffe were.fent to hin by: Tanrberlane: Will 
{not Chrift, that moh mightie King it his wrath, 

confume all thofe that contemne, and refuldthe 
rich robes, which in kindneffe hee offereth vnto 
them? They who d hane not this wedding gar- 
ment, at the laftday fhall bee {peechlefle, they 
fhal bee bound hand and -foote, and caf in utter 
| darkeneffe. If thou want this Spiritual vefture, 
j€ Though thou cloatheft thy felfe with Scarlet, 

| though thon deckeft thee with ornaments-af Gold. 

though thou painteft thy face with-colours.: | yer thou 
| fhalt trim thy felfe in vaine, thou fhale. beabhor- 
tred and deftroyed. 

How expedient and. profitable i isit foray idi: 
‘ligently to endeuoar, that we may: betirnied and 
| beatiia with’ fach comely apparrel as is“the 
a 2 righte- | 


b 2.Cor, gizi 


£ Pfalig 5 8, 
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righteoufnefle of the Lord Iefus ! So fhall £ the 
King haue pleafure in our beautie, when we are al 
glorious within, 

After Rath had proofe of Bsaz gentleneffe 


‘| and courtefic, who had entertained her, fhe fur- 


ther adioyned this requelt, s (bread the wing of 
thy garment oner me. Whenthou haft gotten ex- 
perience of Chrifts goodneffe ana liberalitie in 
feeding thee, fay farther to Chrift, Lord, thou} 
haft nourifhed me when I was hungry, Lord alfo 
give garments vnto me, and grant that I may 4 be 
fè bleffed asto watch and keepe my garments, leaft 
dwalke naked and men fee my filthinefe. Asfoone 


Jasthou art adorned with that moft honeft rai- 


i Pfal.32.r. 


k Cant. 7.6. 


l Eph. 3 Wee 


Brufilib, Se 
Cap. 10. 


ment, thyi finne fhal be conered, thy iniquitie fhal 
not be imputed. Moreouer, Chrift will fay to thec, | 
k how faire art thou, and how pleafant art thon my 
lone in pleafures ! 

But for that I purpofe, God willing, to {peake 
of that garment more largely in another place, į 
[continue the moreample difcourfe thereof for | 
the prefent. | 

Chrift giueth riches to thofe who will re- } 
ceiue him ; for he fendeth his owne feruants, ! to 


preach bis unfearchable riches, 1. I will fpeake 


of the excellencie of them. 2. I will fhow to 
whom they are giuen. That their excellencie 
may-the better appeare, I will inftance a compa- 
rifon betwixt them and earthly riches,which are 
fo frequently withed for, and fo diligently hun- 
ted for, and for fome reafon, becaufe one that al: 
together wanteth them, As that Athenian a 

shens 
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vinos vinit, he liveth asa dead man amongft li- 
uing and quicke men, and:according to the fay- 
ing of the Philofopher , /mpe/sidile eff indigen- 
tem operari bona, Tt is impoffible that a poore man. 
can doe many good things. Againe, dmpofs:bile 
eft indigentem fiudie vacare, It is not potlible to 
an indigent man for to.atcend his ftudies: yet I 
fay of earthly riches (without the poffeffion of 
fpirituall riches) that they are vnprofitable , vn- 
certaine, infufficient, and hurtfull. 


vomit it , for God {hall draw it owt of his belly , hee 
a fhal caf bes flaer i the fereets, and his gold farre 
of : their filer and their gold cannot deliner them 
in the day of thewrath of the Lord, they [hall not 
fatisfie their foules , neither fil sheir bowels, when 
their ruine is for their iniquisie. 

Secondly , worldly riches are yncertaine to 
the wicked, they will not remaine,. > Though he 
| fhould heape vp filuer as the duft, and prepare ray- 
ment ai the clay; yet he thall not keepe it to en- 
ioy : for the innocent fhall dinide the filuer. p Ri- 
ches taketh her to her wings, and flieth away as an 
Eagle ; riches will not profite a rich man when he 
dieth , q neither, fhail bis. pompe follow after him, 
Death will violently and fuddainly make a la- 
mentable feparation. betwixt the rich. manand 
all his goods, when it will be faid to him, ' Thou 
foole, this night fhall they take away thy foule fror 
thee. Wherefore we may cleerely.fee,, that the 


RS Le, 
theus the fonne of Conon thinketh, AZortiss inter 


Firft, riches tothe wicked are vnprofitable : 
for though he badm denoured wealth, yer he fhall |™ Iob 20.15. 


et rif lib, 
1. Ethic. e% 
lib.2.polit, 


n Ezech7:19. 


°lob27, 16. 


P Prou, 33:e 


a Phakgg 17. 
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holy Apoftle fitly calleth them! vreertaine ri- 
ches, for a man cannot alwaies keepe them, but |- 
c muft retarne naked as he came, he fhall beare away 
nothing of hislabcur, and what profit hath he that 
he bath tranelled for the winde ? 

Thirdly, riches are infuficient. ‘For, as Salo- 
mon cefttifieth, u He that loueth filucr , [hall not be 
fatufied with filuer, The rich man is like the 
dropfte man; the more he drinketh, the more he 
thirfteth ; the wealthie man the more he poffef- 


C1,Tim. 6, 
17. 
t Beclefg.1y. 


u Eeclefis.g. 


x ëcclef48. |feth, the moie hedefireth. So* there is no end of | 
Crenuevunt | his trauell, neither can his eye bee [atisfiea with 
S opes, & | riches. 

opum farse-| Fourthly, riches are hurtfull to the poffef- 
is pias fours,which the Wifeman afhrmeth : Many are 
i — deftroyed by rea fon of gold, and hane found their de- 
Ergo, folict-| fruition before them, It is a fumbling blocke unte 
te tH canfa them that facrifice vato it, and enery foole is taken 
pecunia VI- | therewith, Andour Sauiour faith, > that a rich 
s pa 10.23. | 74N fhal hardly enter into the kingdome of heauen: 
Per te im. | And Salomon faith, That ¢ riches are referued te 
matarum |the owners thereof for their enill, 1 Neither their 
mortis adi-| filuer, nor gold, {hall be able to deliver them in the 
mus irere | day af the Lords wrath , but the whole land fhall be 
Prop.lib.3. dewoured by the fire of his tealoufie, So {pcaketh 
3 i the Prophet. And the Ancient, Qui male vtitur 
Greg. Naz, | dinitgs, miferabilis ef, vt ille qui ponte fe vulnera- 


aerit es gladio guem ad vindictam hoftium fumpfe- 
rat: Hewhovwfeth his riches euill, is miferable, 


ilike that man who willingly. woundeth himfelfe 


with the fword, which he tooke forto bereuen- 


ged of his enemies. 


Riches 


—— 
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Riches without vertue , are compared by the Da bs 
learned to vnripe fruite, vawholfome and hurt- | 4poth.1 
s ee PO! 3 
fullto the health : and a wife father forbids his | Chryf. Epif. 
louing children to eate thereof,and leaueth them | ad Heb. 
to his contemptible feruants, for that they are | pom. 29, 
the caufeof diuers fickenefles. 
They are compared to cords and fetters,;which 
binde vs, and deteine vs inthe flauery of our 
enemic: which cords it becommeth vs to breake 
with Sampfon, that thofé c bands may be loofed from |< Wwag.15.14. 
aur hands, and we obtaine the victory. ` Chryf. hom, 
They are like to an whoorifh woman corrup- | 3 3-¢pi/. ad 
ting our minds , and making vs to mifregard our | #6. 
rheauenly Fathers good admonitions: fer when he 
Efpeaketh to his owne in propperztie, oftentimes |f ter. 22.21. 
they fay thar they will notheare. . 
Riches are like toa burden g prefsing us down, |s Heb.y3.1. 
wearying vs in our {piricuall race, and bringing 
vponvs haay noyfome and foolifh lufis, which |» .Timég, 
drewne men into perdition and defsruction. An im | 
pious rich man is in a worfe eftate then a Camel: ' p, 
nie? rnairad, 
the beaftbeareth bur one burthen y butthe rich! pi, pec 
man hath two: One,of his earthly pofleffions , | fuge que 
another ofhis finnes. Primum in morte deponitur, feruans ab 
alind velit nolit moriens retinet , the firtt is laid es ferna- 
downe atthe time of death, but will he, nil he, bere nan- 
he retaineth the other when heisdying, yea at- 744,Ser- 
rer death for euer to grieve and vexe him.. la a 
They are like a Serpent troubling and biting 17% Pe 
Sonere, ie. 
the keeper of them. As for earthly and corrup» | 
tible riches, becaufe they are not alwaies and 
continually profitable but vnprofitable , fori the i Pialgg.7. 
yich 
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rich man [ball take away none of them when he di- 
eth, becaule the foolifh rich men will at length 
lament that riches are yncertaineand vnftable, 
laying , k what profite hath the pompe of riches 
brought vs, allthings are pafled away bikea fhad- 


| dow, and asa pofi that paffeth by , as a fhippe that 


Serm.4. de 
adent dom. 
Bernard. 


b Ecclef.1.8. 
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{ ™ Pfal.6z.10. 


| °Math.16,26. 


palfeth ouer he wanes of the water, which when it is 
gone bythe trace thereof cannot be found, neither 
the pathe thereof in the floods, or asabirde that 
flieth in the aire, and no man can fee any token of 
her paffage; enen fo the wicked approach fuddenly 
to their end. Bernard faith of them, Si veftra 
font, tollite ea hinc vobifcum. If they be yours, 
furely carry them hence with you, becaufe they 
are infufficient which will neuer fully content 
nor fatisfie the foule of man, Non plus fatiabitur 
cor hominis auro , quamcorpas anra, The heart 
of man will no more bee fatiate and fufficed 
with golde, then his bodie withayre. As 1 the 
eye is not fatisfied with feeing nor the eare filled with 
hearing, {o neither is the heart of man contented 
with receiuing riches, but ay thirfteth for more. 

Becaufethey are hurtfullto the poffeffours, 
for diuites defiderys vastantur,cupiditatibus difst. 
pantur, timoribus craciantur,trifistia contabe/cunt, 
vngodly wealthy men are wafted with defires, 
are diftracted with lufts, are tormented with this 
vncertaintie of their infufficiencie , and of their 
detriment, ™ if riches increafe , fet not your heart 
thereon : for what good fhall all the goods of 
the world doe tothee, nsf thou loofé thy foute? 


or what fhalla man gine for recompenfe of his (onde ¢ 
labour 


ai 
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labour thou more diligently for © godlinefe,which 


és.great gaine, which if thou hatte obtained, 
though thou haue nothing in this earth , yet 
P thou pofefef all things. 

Studie with all poffible endeauour, to 4 berich 
in faith, {o fhalt thou be an heire of his heauen- 


| ly Kingdome. 


Striue zø" be rich in good workes, to be ready to 
diftribute, and communicate , that thou maist ob- 
taineeternalllife: feeke to £ makeup your treafure 
that can neuer faile, in heanen, where no thecfe com- 
meth, neither moth corrupteth. ya 

As for worldly riches, Putantur plene deli- 


. | ciarum, fed funt plene periculoram: they are eltec- 


mèd full of plezfure, but they are full of danger. 
* Pecunia cum labore acquiritur, cum timore ferua- 
tur, ¢y taniem cum dolore graui[simo amittitar : 
Wealth is purchafed with trauell, kept with 
feare, and at length loft with exceeding difplea- 
fure. Dıøitie cum acquiruntuar tribaunt falfam la- 
titiam, cur perduntur derelingnunt veram triftiti- 
am, Riches whenthey are acquired give falfe 


| ioy, but when they are loft, they leaue true for- 


row. Therefore we fhowld not ttruft in oar goods, 


| nor boaft oar felues in the multitude of our riches, 


for who" truffeth therein, the Lord [hall take him, 
and plucke him ont of his Tabernacle and roote him 
out of theland of the lining , and that iuftly , for 


xwhe maketh gold his hepe, or the wedge of gold his 


confidence, and reioyceth becaufe of his (ubftance, 
and becaufe his hana hath gotten much , this # in 


(bim an iniquitie to be condemned, for he deayeth the 
: Bb God 


I8¢ 


° 1. Tim.6, 6, 


P 2Cor.6.10. | 
1 Tam.2.§, 


tp Tim,6,17. 


Luk, 12, 33. 
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Not to 
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x Iob 31.24, 


» 
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God aboue. Butler vs be moft inftant to acquire 
*Col.t.27. | the a riches of Gods glorious myfterie, which ri-, 
ches Chrift i in vs the hope of our glory, who will 
vouchiafe thefe happie and f{pirituall riches vpon 
August. | vs. Nom oculi carnis , fed oculis cordis videntur, 
Thepro- | They are fecne not with the eyes of the bodie, 
= of | but with the eyes of the foule, . 
pirituall 
rhes, 1. They are-moft comely and beautifully an 
1. They are | Ornament tovs in our life, they are profite and 
comely. emoilument to vs atour death ; b That on all parts 
b2.Cor.girt. | we may be maderich, cinall riches of the fall afu- 
“Colas | vance of vnderftanding tokzow the myfterie. of Ie- 
[us Chrift. 
2.. They 2. They are moft fure and cestaine riches , 
are fure. 


d neither the moth nor canker corrupteth them, 
neither theenes can breake through to fleale them, 
Albeit Nebuchadnezzar might take from Zehoias 
chim callbis gold, filuer, aud treafures, and car- 
ry them to Babel: Albeit Crefus and Craffus, and 
the rich King‘ of Tyrus, may be bereft of thofe 
worldly goods, and be impouerifhed: yet no 
ftrength nor policie of Sathan, will be ableto 
bereaue the godly: of their incorruptible trea- 
fure, for they are laid vp in heauen. 

3». They arefuficientto contentone: when 
the Saints doe finde Chrift, lining and reigning 
in their foules, then they will fay with Jacob, 8 7 
haueynough , They will proclaime with Dad, 
h-The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance; 1 
hane a faire heritage, And furely itis true: 

Pofsider ile nibil, Chriftam quiperdidit vaum, 

Perdidit ille. nihil, Chriftum gui pofsiact unum. 


d Math.6, 20. 
e 2. King. 24. 
J 3 z 


E Ezech.28. g. 


so 


$. They are 
{ufficient. 
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In refpeét of the plenitude of the heauenly ri- 
ches, that is inthe:Lord Iefus, who poffeffe him, 
they loofe nothing ; who loofe him, they pof- 
feffe nothing tending to their crernall happinefle 
and faluation. 

4. They are abfolutely neceffarie , to: bring 
one to honour and eftimation: Yea, to a won- 
derfull preferment: for without them none will 
ihaue that prerogatine, as tabe the fonne of God. 
2. For fafetieand preferuation, when k s# af 
things we are made richin Chrif , he willl fanevs 
from our finnes , and m gine us delinerance from 
our enemies, and fromthe hands of all that hate vs, 
If corruptible gold was:an occafion wherefore 
Tehoafb and the inhabitants of Ierufalem was pre- 
ferued from death or bondage in the daies o 
n Hazael; certainly the moft excellent fpirituall 
treafures, will be meanes of our eternall prefer- 
uation. 

| gs. Soconfidering the beautie, the certaintie, 
the fufficiencie, the neceffitie of heauenly trea- 
fures, let vs feeke earneftly, and receive thankful- 
ly from Chrift , o shat fine gold tried by the fire, 
that we may be made rich, viz. the fauing graces 
of Gods Spirit, true faith, vnfained repentance, 
holy feare, fincere loue, by which we fhall beau- 
tifie our felues both in foule and bodie, for the 
price and valour whereof we ought , P te fel all 
that we hane, knowing that they will beq better vn- 
to vs shen thoufands of goldand filuer. 

Secondly, wee haue to obferue,:vpon whom 
this {o.pretious riches,and heauenly treafures are 

Bb 2 beftowed : 


4. They are 
neceflary. 


i Toh. t. 12. 
k 1,Cor.3.$« 


! Math, I.E. 
» Luk,t.7 I > 


n 2, Kang. 12+ 
E8. 


o Reu,3.18. 


P Math.1 3-446 
4 Pla, 139-72. 
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beftowed : for many inthis pointare deceiued 
and difappointed, who ftippofe, with the luke- 

r Reucl.g.t7. | warme Laodiceans, that they ¢ are rich and in- 
created with goods, haue needé of nothing, alto- 
gether ignorant, that inthe meane time, they are 
miferable , poore, wretched , and naked, hauing 
neede of all things. Many Chriftians are like 
the puffed vp Corinthians, thinking themfclues 

f1Corg8. | full andsrich; £ and. reigning as Kings, who in 
| » -f that fame inftanrareemptie, needic, poore, and 
vile {laues, to a filchie and cruell enemie. 

‘Secondly, Wherefore let vs take good heed,vpon whom 

‘to whom | Chrift will vouch{afe fo rich and _pretious trea- 

| Spiritual | fures : Buen fiift, to thofe who know their loffe ; 
tichesare | Secondly, who lament their pouettie; Third- 
given. ly, who with moft earneft indeuour labour for 
l riches ; thofe onely and none others, fhall bee 
partakers of that infpeakeable wealth,and inrich- 
ed with that fine Gold, with that Spirituall and 
| permanent treafure. 

To thofe Firft, ic is a wonder, and great pittie to be- 

who know | hold mento bee fo fenfible of any worldly loffe, 
their loffe. | and to bee fo ignorant and fenfeleffe of Spirituall 

loffe, and hurt done to their foule, preiudiciall to 
~ their faluation. 

Wee finde that Ki/h, Sauls father, knew foone 
tySamg.3. | whent his Affes were lof : Naomi, that her 4 beane. 
ae. tie was loft : Ieroboam, that the x power of his 
a Judea, hand was loft : Samfon, that bis a two eyes were 


loft : Manafieh, b that hes earthly Kingdome and 
| Libertie was loft: But alas, we know not that wee} 
“Reuel.2.4 | haue eft our fir/t loue, that wee haue loft the 
gifts 


bz.Chr.33.12 


—_— 
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| gifts which wee receiued atthe time of our cre- 
ation, that d wee haue borne the image of earthly, | *'-Cot.rs. 
and finfull Adam, hauing blotted the image of | °" 
God in holineffe and righteoufneffe, that wee 
hauc loft the eyes of our vnderftanding, and 
haue great needto pray, Lord ¢ open our eyes, that |° Pla.119.18. 
wee may fee, Wee.are ignorant of the decay of 
the @rength of ourinward man, and that wee 
through our natural! vnrighteoufneffe , are in 
| danger to loofe the Kingdome of God. 
Secondly , Chrift will inrich thofe who la- |‘ 1.Cor.6 9. 
ment their pouertie after they haue feene it, and | TO thofe 3 
make their moane to Chrift, becaufe they haue | #29 12- b 
no furniture, nor goodneffe in them, for the | Ne ~~ 
‘mainteinance of their Spirituall life , acknow- oe 
ledging themfelues to bee beggers and banke- 
rupts, their eftare being diftrefled and vndone ; 
that in regard of grace and. Gods favour, they 
are fo poore by nature, fo that they haue no} 
good thing at all, more then they get by beg- 
ing. ie 
The knowledge and feeling of our miferable Good po- 
fpirituall pouertie, will greatly ferue to beare uertie. 
downe this foolifh and proud conceite, which | 
wee haue by nature, and caufe vs to bee out of | 
heart with ourfelues, which will prepare vs to. 
true grace,and to be g poore in fpirst, to be bleffed, 3 Matth.s.3, 
ferthey who are poore in fuch forme, areh Gods » pral.zz 2. 
poore, the Lord thinketh onthem, i though I bee i Pial.qo.17. 
poore and needie, the Lord thinketh on mee, faith | 
Dauid: 2. k The Lord lookethtothem: 3 The *1la.66.2. 
Lord will fatisfiethem, 1 and fend. away the rich | Luke 1.53. 
BD... emptie. 
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F 


Cuarp. XI:. k Chrif gineth Libertie. 


emptie.. Bur the other inward. pouertie, to want 
grace the onely ‘riches which beautifieth the 
foule, is moft to be bewailed and lamented, and 
by many degrees much worfe then Worldly 
pouertie : For poore men in refpect of earthly 
things, they may be honeft and godly men, con- 
tented with their eftate; fo were the chiefe A- 
poftles, Peter, = who had not Gold ner Siluer ; 
Paul, a who had learned in whatfeener flate he was 
in, to be contented therewith, on 

This worldly pouertie, is ( asone well faith) 
Aduerfis fares, e7 peiores furibus voluptates per- 
wigit excubitrix, Butto want grace, and to bee 
emptie of Spirituall riches, isthe miferie of all 
miferies : no Honeftie, no Vertue,no Pietie,can 
ftand-with that vnhappie pouertie. | 

Thirdly, who fo'wifhes to participate of this 
fo excellent, and pretious treafure, they muft of 
neceffitie labour for it with great trauell and in- 
duftric. If ° the busband-man mufi labour before 
he receiue fruites; the Merchant, and Mariner, 
before they get gaine ; the Souldier, before hee 
obraine his wages : Should not a wife Chrifti- 
anlabour, that-he may receiue thofe incorrupti- | 
ble riches ¢ A griefe of griefes, to behold men 
profeffing Chriftianitic, fo intentiucly carefull, 
and diligent, for to purchafe and keepe corrup- 
tible trafh , and the perifhing pelfe of this 


‘ 
“4 


‘World, ‘while as they are careleffe, and al- 


together negligent to acquire Heauenly, and e- 
ternall treafure , -which will bee-gainefull and 
fteadable for euer and euer. 

Let 
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Let all thofe who are willing to enioy this 
ineftimable wealth (without the whichs, life 
is more miferable then death, ) refolue to P buy |? Reu-3.18. 
st from Chrift, and how ? not with money, for 
|q Simon Magus would haye bought it fo, and |3 A&.8.20, 
was deceiued ; yea our bleffed. Sauiour moft lo- | 
‘uingly inuiteth. vs to.buy without money, tand |* Wasg 
without Siluer : Namely, with great humilitie, 
feruent prayer, earneft labour, and vehement de. 
fire, to make an exchange with him... Firft, Hn- 
militie is requifice in this bargaine ; Becaufef God |" t.Pees.s- 
who vefificth she proud, gineth grace to the humble, 
and ‘reward of humilitie, andthe feare of God i |t Progra, 
riches, and glory, and life. Secondly, Prayer is. 
needfull; u Ashes.and it,fhall be.ginenyou : feeke, |u Math7.7, 
and yee fhall finde, Truely this durable treafure is 
worth the asking. Thirdly, and alfo worth the 
trauell: then labour painefully for it,and's your la- | x 1.Cor,15.58 
bour fhall not be vaine inthe Lord, Whenye haue! 
gotten any. portion_thereof, bee moft diligent, 
that it increafe more, and at length your Matter | a Luk.t9.16. 
will fay to you ; Zt is well done, good feruant and |» Matag.at- 
faithfull, enter into your Mafters ioy. Fourthly,| .. 
in this bargaining, there muft bee an ¢xcitange. | -~ ae 
Give Chriftiall thy finnes,and receive his righte- -5 
oufnefle ; giue him thy fhame, death, and con- 
fufion ; and receiue from him,. honour, life, and} ` 
faluation. . A happie and, blefled change for vs, 
wherein wee can. haue.no Joffe, but eter gaine | | 
jand profit. There was fome correfpondence, . 
and proportion in that exchange. betwixt Sato- . 
zon and Hiram : for c Miramgaue Cedar trees and | ¢\.King.s.8. 
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uenly riches, and to'whom they are giuen. 
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Firre trees for the building of the Temple ; againe, 
Salomon did minifter foode for his familie: but 
in this bargaine wich Chrift, there is no propor- 
tion nor correfpondence. 

That woman who pleaded: before Salomon, 
would gladly hauc bin content,to haue 4 chaseed 
her dead fonne, for her companions lining fonne: 
but there are few who.are content to part with 
their finnes, and to take Chrifts righteoufneffe : 
many willracher keepe ftill their filthie pleafures, 
cand theworkes of darkeneffe, to their owne dê- 
ftruction, then change for the better, and re- 


\ceiue that treafure, which will enrich them for 


euer.. Thus much of: the excellencie of hea- 


wy 


E ay, CT ta 
Chrif gineth Libertie. 


V E « fhallthe more efteeme of this great | 


bleffing of our Chriftian libertic, after 

wee haue knowen the vile flauerie of 
finne, and the miferable thraldome and captiui- 
tie, wherein Satan deteineth the vngodly. 

If wee felt rightly , the heanie bondage of 
finne, £ hewce foorth wee would not fernefinne: 1. 
Becaufe finne is deceitfull: +2. It is grievous: 
3. Itiscruell. s i 

Firft; finneis deceitfull ; wee ought to bethe 

more 


—— =) —l 
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more attentiue, g leaf? we bee hardned through the | ¢ tebr.9.13. 
deceitfulueffethereof, Laban was deceitfull, h whe | » Gen,3 1.41. 
changed \acobs wages ten times, and would haue | 
fent him away emptie , notwithttanding of his 
longfome and painefull feruice : but finne is|Sinne is 
more deccitfull then Laban , performing farre falfe. | 
| other wayes then it promifeth. Ir will promife | 
| pleafure, profit, and preferment ; bur will giue 
in the end paine, difaduantage, & difhonour. No 
| permanent pleafure in finne. Albeit, Abimelech 
| King of Gerar expected for pleafure, yer hee 
found forrow fickeneffe and danger.. Our firft 
| father Adam, fuppofed to haue had k honour by 
finne; but fhameand difhonour befell him, and 
his«pofteritie euer after. ™ Sanf andu Achab 
looked for profit by finne, but they loft their 
Kingdomes : and vndoubtedly , no profit, no 
| pleafure, no preferment in finne. 

Ifhmael the fonne of Nethaniah, dealt very 
ouilefully and falfely with thofe° fourefcore men, 
who were going to offer in the houfe of the Lord: 
he wept with them, promifing to bring them to. 
Gedaliab,whomthey were fecking ; but when he 
had gotten opportunitie, Hee flew thers, and caft 
| them into the middes of the pit. Sinne is more 
cuilefull and falfe, promifing to. bring men to. 
the full of their defires ; but it will flay themy; 
Jand caft them into the pit of euerlafting per- 
dition, 

Secondly, finne is very heauie and grienous, 
to thofe efpecially, who are quickned with the 
life of Tefus, and fecle thé burden thereof. If 
we the | 


| 
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a a! ee 
the I{raelites complained , that Solomons p yoke 
was grieuous upon them, and his feruitude = Haue 
wee not greater caufe of complaint, and lamen- 
tation, in refpect of the intollerable and bitter 
yoke of finne, ¢Aanging fo fajt on vs, and prefang 
vs fore downe ? The holy Apoftle vnder the 
fence of this burden crieth , * O wretched man 
that lam, who fhall delincr mee from this bodie of 
death | Yeathe dead earth, and fenfelefle crea- 
tures, | groanc and traucll together in paine, wat 


ting with feruent-defire to bee delinered of {uch a 


| weightie burden. 


Thirdly, finne is a cruell and mercileffe ma- 


|} Rer. The Apoftle Peter maketh mention of 


fome t:froward masters buffeting their feruants' 
but alas, how froward and malicious is finne, 
buffeting, and wounding, and tormenting thofe 
that fofter the fame? An euident proofe hereof 
in Amnon, hee was» fore vexed therewith, that he 
became leane and fell ficke, through thevche- 
mencie, and crueltie of that commander. 
Wretched and vnwife are they and deceived, 
xwho ferue their lufis, and filthie rotten pleafures, 
who are intangled in the vile and abominable 
{laueric of finne, and iniquitie, which is fo falfe, 
gricuous, cruell, and malicious. 
_ Let vs‘alfo thinke: ferioufly of Satans captivi- 
tie, of the bondage and thraldome, wherein hee. 
holdeth his miferable flanes. The bondage of 
the Ifraelitesin Egypt vnder Pharaoh,was euil! :. 
the bondage in Babylon was worfe : but the 


bondage vnder the Divell: by infinite. degrees ts 


worft, | 
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worftof all,- Pharaoh a mightie King of great 
power; Nabuchadnezar a more mightie King of 
greater power; the Diuell more mightie, and 
of greater power then they both. Thefe were 
Princes of fome wicked men, 4 Satan the Prince 
of all the wicked of the whole World: they flefh and 
blood, naturall men of fhort continuance, Princes 
on earth : Satan the Prince of darkeneffe, fpiritu- 
all weckedneffe remaining in high places, whofe 
hatred is deadly, feing there is ¢ eamitie betweene 
his feede and the godly, whofe crueltie is vnfati- 
able, feeing hee is. 4 d Lyon and ae Dragon, whofe 
craft and fubtilties are manifold, feeing heef # 
a Serpent. Thofe Tyrants did onely captiuate 
mens bodies, their mindes were free, and there- 
fore the s children of Ifrael fighed, and cried for 
the bondage of Egypt, and h by rhe Riuers of Babel 


| they wept before the Lerd, ny were exceeding 


weary of their thraldome and captiuitie : But 
Satan deteineth both body and foule in captiui- 
tie and filthinefle, fo that i even their mindes and 
confciences are defiled, and enthralled, k hauzng 
their cogitation darkened, the eyes of their foule 
blinded, their hearts hardened, being paft all fee- 


ling, gining themfelues to wantonnelfe, to worke 


all vnileanenefe, with delight and greedineffe, 


not being wearie of their wearifome flauerte, 
but abiding therein with) pleafure and dele- 


tation. l 


T 
Furthermore, captiues to earthly Tyrants,are 


not ever deteined in pits, aud {nares : but! feare 
and the pit, and the [nare, are opon the inhabi- 
Cre a tants 


a Tohn 14.30, 


b Ephel.6,12. 
© Gen, 3.15. 
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tants of the Earth, who are not delivered. by | 

Chrift; THey areall taken ™ iz Satans [nare; to | 
doe his will: who receiued not liberue in Chrift, 
they remaine continually in the Duels pit, in 
great woe and miferic. 

As Nebuchadnezar didto Zcdechiah bodily, fo 
Satan doeth worfero all his captives fpiritually. f 
|n He put out bis eyes, and bound him in chaines to 
carry him to Babel, The diuell puts out the eyes of 
the vnderftanding, he bindeth finners in chaines, 
to carry them to Hell, and to euerlafting tor- 
ments. 

Zedechiah was put in Prifon till the day of his- 
death, (this isa comfort againft the terrour, and 
paine of the earthly prifon, that as the Gaoler | 
hath one key of the doore thereof, fo death hath 
another key, to fet prifoners at libertic.) But 
Satans captiues ¢ vnlefle they be redeemed by 
Chrift,) are caft into a prifon out of which there 
is no deliuery nor foorth-comming, p where 
their worme dyeth not, and the fire nener goeth 
out, ; i 

q Pharaoh Nechoh pst Ichoaz in bonds at 
| Rzblah, Satan deteineth his prifoners in ftronger 
| bonds, out of which when we are delivered, we 
may fay with the Prophet, ! Behold, Lord, wee 
are thy fernants, thou-haft broken our bonds. Wee 
will offer a facrifice of praife, wee will call upon the 
| Name of the Lord , and pay our vowes unto bim, 
| in the prefence of all thy people. And wee fhould 
be willingly content, to bee led with the cordes 

of Chrift, Semen with the bonds of lose a 
| +s : Goa 
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"e ree, |. 
God will draw vs tohim, aud knit our hearts vata |u pri. g6. 11, 
him, andmake vs to feare his holy name, which is | 
fure freedome , and true libertie to ferue Chrift | z 
in holineffe and humiltie, Js equi donat liberta: | gugup, 
tem, exhibet fraternitatem, cx promittit beredita-| 
tem, He it is whogiueth libertie,exhibiteth bro- 
therhood, and promifethan heritage, 
In handling of this benefite, we will keepe 
| this methode : 1. fhew fome forts of libertie: 
2. Howtruelibertie is obtained : 3. from what 
weare delivered: 4. what eftimation we ought |. 
to make of fo great a gift: 5. fome vies of the 
premiffes. lets 
_ To There is a two-fold libertie; one euill, of- | Two forts 
| feréd by Satan, mhe isa lyer, anda mur therer from ‘of liberty, 
the beginning, anda promifed by falfe teachers, who toh. 8, 44. 
themfelues are feruants of corruption. This is an j*2.Pet.2.19. 
accurfed libertie, siuing loofe reines to finne and. 
impietie, drawing people vnto moft ynhappie 
thraldome, and flauerie, and at length ouer- 
‘whelming them with moft woefull calamitic, 
and plunging them in that fulphurous amd > bet: s Reuzo.. 
somleffe pit of eternall miferie, where they are | 
bound for ever in the chaines of vtter and palpa- 
ble darkeneffe. Satan like an Ape,-is a prepofte- 
rous imitator of Chrifts actions, as appeareth in 
this fame inftance : for Chrift loofeth , that he | 
may binde, c he loofed from the bonds of the disell cry, PEN 
a posre woman, who hada (Prit of infirmitie eioh- | 
seene yeeres, Who was fo bound together , that fhee: 
could not lifs vp her felfe in. any waies , and he fer 
her at libertie out of Satans bonds,that he might 
Ce 3 binde 
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bindeher hearete*God, whoimmediately glori- 
fied him ; alfo Satan loofeth fome,to bindethem 
more furcly and miferably, he loofed d Cains 
hand to-kill his brother , but hebound his tongue 
from confeffion,-and his heart from conuerfion. 
So hedoth witlrail.fenfeleffe finners, who being 
wrapped vp in great fecuritie , delighting them- 
felues inthis flauery , and filthineffe, he ftriueth 
to bring them-to a difliking and deteftation of 
Chrifts ‘bands ; fo that they refufe his inward 
bonds, whereby their affections fhould bee 
bound, + mertified;they refule alfo his outward 
bonds of difcipline and correction, whereby 
their manners fhould be amended, £ a//embling 
themfelues against the Lora, and his Christ ; refot- 
uing to breake his bonds , and to caft his cords from 
them , dreaming wofull bondage to finne, and 
loofeneffe of life, to be in it felfe-libertie and | 
frædome hom oawhy iene , 
Againe , there is a happie libertie giuen by 
Caritt, s who delinereth bis owne out of the hand of 
the wicked, and from the power of the tyrants , 
h who maketh them free indeede, and Abrahams 
true children, i who will fane hrs owne through the 
blood of his couenant, and loofe bis prifoners out of 
the pit whereinis no water, kand turne the captiuity 
his peeple, 1 by taking the bridle of bondage out 
of the band of all their enemies., by ™ reflorsug the 
kingdome, and confequently freedome to Ifrael, 
fothar they are"cstzzens withthe Saints, and of 
the heufbold of God, fo that they areof the fami- 
ly of faith, brethrento Chrift, pand heres an- 


nexed 
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nexed with him, euen 4 heires of the grace of life, 
anda heauenly Kingdome.: Am Sa 

Secondly, {pirituall libertie in -fome manner is 
obtained, as corporal] libertie in old time was 
purchafed. 1. by ranfom. 2. by powerfull de- 
liuerance. 3. by manumiffion. 4. by exchange. 

I.. Inrefpe@ of Gods Iuftice, which of ne. 
ceffitic muft be fatisfied, we are fetar libertie by 
ranfome payed by Chrif, * whocame to giue his 
life, for the ranfome of many, Thus we fhould 
know, that wef are not redeemed, nor ranfomed 
with corruptible things, as filuer and gold , but 
withthe precious blood.of Chrift as of a Lambe vn- 
defiled and without fot.. 


.. And feeing, © we are bought for a price, we 


| fhould glorifie God to whom we doe belong. 


~ 


LI. Weattaine to libertie by aglorious and 
powerfull deliverance, by that notable victory 
of our Saviour, and ouerthrow of our enemie, 
Chrift hawing fpoiled the Principalities.and Pow- 
ers, * whe bath delinered vs fromthe power of dark. 
nes, anda brought out the prifoners from the prifon, 
he whois moft ftrong, and of all-fufficient pow- 
er, hath b entered into the rong mans houfe, be 
hath bound him [poiled him , and giucn frecdome 
to his owne feruants, whom he findeth therein. 
TAIT. Afterthe comfortable viGorie, and our 
happie deliuerie; when weare in Chrifts owne 
pofleffion, he moft franckly manumitteth vs, and 
piue vs true libertie, not that we may frame our 
life according to ournaturall and filthy will, or 
toc comme it cur. pleafure to linus delicienfly fora 
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feafon, feruing our carnall lufts and finfull appe- 

tite; bur that we fhould conforme our felues 

E according to his ‘holy will, and prefcript of his 

id Tivzaz. | holy word, to d'liue foberly, righteoufly, and godly, 

inthis prefent world , and this I take to be the 

meaning of that faying of the Ancient, Chriftus 

non fecit de feruis lsberos, fed demalis fernis fernes 

bonos, Chrift hath not made vs free, who were 

feruants , but of enill flaues, he hath made vs 

good feruants to him, that we may ferue and 

leToh.g.rg. | ¢@orfbip him in fpirit, intrtth, and finceritie, as 
| he requireth of vs. : 

IV. That exchange made betwixt Chrift 

and vs, is either a caufe, ora'teftimony of our fi.’ 

“ftohnrg. | bertie, chat’ He, the fubftantiall £ word was made 

|e Philz.z | F/e/b, andtooke vpon him our nature, senen' the 

hePeta.g. | forme of a feruant, to the end that h we fhowld be 

iGalg.g. | partakers of the godly nature; Chrifti made of a 

k Gal.3.13. | woman became’the Sonne of man, ‘and k was 

L Gal,3.26. (made a'curfe for vs, that! we all may be the fonnes 

of God by faith inbim, and that the blefsing of A- 

braham might come on vs. Chrift tooke our fins, 

and giueth vs his righteoufneffe , our fhame, and 

giucth vs glory ; ourbands due to vs,and giveth 

| vs freedome and libertiein him. Thus we may 

‘be well affared of our libertic by fo many waies 

acquired to vs,as by ranfome, deliuerance,manu- 

miffion, and exchange, not of perfon,but of qua- 

lities. | | 


eAugu/t. 


Fronwhat | Thirdly, Chrift gineth vs libertie, fromthe. 

wearefree. | ccremoniall Law, and the rites of Mofes. 2. from 

ed. the dominion of Sinne. 3. fromthe curfe of the 
Í 


Law, 


—— 


Cuar. XI. Chrifi gineth Libertie. 


Law. 4. from the crueltie and tyrannie of Satan. 

Thefe ceremonies, as Peter confefleth, were a 
myoke and burden which the Tewes were not able to 
peare. Now asthe people of Antiochia reioyced 
fer the confolation, when they were certified, that 
they were n not to be intangled with that yoke o 
bondage, fotheaflurance of our deliuery from 
that thraldome, fhould be vnto vs an occafion of 
ioy and gladneffe. 

2. Whehweare made free by Chrift, ° Sinne 
fhall not hane dominion ouer vs, for he p will put 
away our finnes like a mifi and our tranferefsions as 
4cloud,and caufe vs to turne to him who redeemed 
ys. This is the bleffing of bleffings, for other 
wales, our q iniquities would hane feparated be- 
tweene God ands, and our finnes would haue hid 
his face from vs, fo that he would not heare vs. 

3. Hauing gotten libertie by Chrift, weare 
faued from the curfe of the Law; for Chrift 
wast made a curfè for vs. If it be asked, how 
thefe can ftand together, God the Father faith of 
Chrift, © This i my beloned Sonne in whom Iam 
well pleafed, and yet that he was made a curfe, 
that he did beare Gods heauie wrath, and fuffe- 
red the thamefull and painefull death of the 
crofle: It is anfwered, That they may agree 
well together: for Gods vn{peakeable loue to 
Chrift, could not ftay his iuftice whereby he pu- 
nifheth the finnes of the world, in the perfon of 
his beloued Sonne, agd t God fo loued the world, 
that hehath ginen his only begotten Sonne for the 
Redemption and life of the faithfull. Gods 

Dd loue 
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` Christ gineth Libertic, 
loucto Chrift, and the execution of his Iuftice, | 

and his kiftdnefféto his owne -fighteth not toge- 
ther. ` PARDA sge Lie Bs 4 
Againe, if it be asked; Tf we be delinered 
from the punifhment of finne,and from the curfe 
| of the Laws wherefore ate we not alfo faued 
fromthe firft death , which is the wades of fine, 
vt yets it is appointed unto men, that they fhall 
once die, Andthe Apoftle affirmeth, Thatinf 4- 
dam all die? A weake Chriftian may thinke,that 
becaufe he is not freed froma naturall death, that 
therefore he is not freed from the curfe of the 

Law. - bi ii 

< Anfo, Chriftedeliuered his owhe from death, 
he will be the death of death, ‘and the déftruction of 
the gtane: he changeth the condition of death in 
his owne, fo that it is as but the fhadow of death, 
and entrance to life, as the Anciént fpeaketh, 
Mors ¿fianna vite ; vittoria belli, portus matis, 
Death, it is a gate of life, the victorie of our wat- 
fare,the hauen of the Sea and fo through Chrift, 
w precious in the fight of Lord is the death of his 
Saints, and bleffed are they which dze in the Lord, 
for they refl from’ their labours , and their workes 
follow them. One of the Fathers writeth com- 
fortably of this purpofe; Mors Sanctorum , eft 
laboris omninm gute malornm confunmmatio, ad por- 
tum applicatio peregrinationis cr omninm agritndi- 
nam terminus, oneris crautfimi depofitio , de equo 
frriofo defcenfio, de domo ruinofa liberatio, omnium | 
pericenloratk enafio, debiti natare Jolstio, redit ms iñ 
patriam; È ingre/[as ad loriam, The death i f chi ê 
aints 
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Saints isthe finifhing of their travell and: of all 
their cuils, the going tothe harbour of his reft, 
the end of his pilgrimage, and of all their difea- 
fes, alaying downe of a moft heauie burthen, 
and the lighting downe: from a mad and furious 
horfe, thedeliuerance from a ruinous houfe, the 
payment of the debt of nature, the returne to 
our native countrey, andan entrance to glory. `` | 
The affurance of this made the Apoftle @ tø | 2 Phil.r.a3. 
defive ta be loofed and to be with Chrif whichis beft 
ofal. -> LORIE 
4. Weare freed by Chrift from the tyrannie 
of Satan, who is more falfe to vs then Zebal 

wasto Baa/,hauing deceiued him, fay ing,thar his 
enemies , that were comming to fight againft 

him, were the fhadowes of the mountaines, fo the 

diuell goeth about continually, ¢ to deceiue the 

people which are in the foure quarters of the earth, 

: in making them to fuppofe, firft the moft dange- 
rous and pernicious enemie to be but a light or 
{mall thing, as a fhadow: healfo and his vneleane 
{pirits are more cruell and bloodie,then,were the | 
Affyrians, of whom it was faid by the Prophet, | 
d they are cruel and will hane no compa/sion , their 
commandements are more cruell then Pharaohs: 

| he commanded the Iewes ¢ to defroy euery man 
childe ; Satan commands euery one of his flaues 
to deftroy their foules. Wereadethat Abraham 
had a fpeciall care to deliuer Let , who in the o- 
uerthrow of Sodome was taken prifoner by Che- | 
dorlaomer, £ hebrouche him againe , and yecouered | € Gen.r4.15. | f 
all his: fabjfance: Chrift hath greater care to |! | 


b Tud.9.36, 
c Reu,20.5, 
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deliver. and faue vs, who are taken prifoners of 
Saran, and to reftore to vs all the loffe which we 
haue fufteined by the fall of our firft parents, 
£ Pfal.86.37. | and our owne defection. Chrifts nid fhew a to- 
ken of his goodneffe towards vs , that all they that 
hate vs may feeit and be afhamed , becaufe be hath | 
h2.Time.18 | hocpen and comforted vs, and our h Lord will deliuer 
us from entry euil worke, and preferuevs unto bis 
heanenly kingdome. l 
Fourthly , touching the éftimation that wee 
ought to make of this bleffed freedome; furely, 
we haue good caufe to account of it highly, For 
if Lyfias clteemed much of the freedome of the 
Romanes, fo that i with a great fumme of money, he | 
abtainedit > we fhould thinke more of the liber- 
tie of the Chriftians. 
The priuiledges of the Romanes were chiefe- 
ly foure: r. They might not beiudged by. any 
forreine Iudge, but by one of their owne nation: 
2.It was not lawfull to {courge or torment them. 
3+ Their children were euer free in the power 
of their parents, and might not be preffed to the 
warre. 4. They had free accefle to the moft 
ample honours and preferments, with fundry o- 
ther priuiledges. 
l But the prerogatiues of Chriftians, are of 
k Rom8.33. | much more worth and value. «Who {hall lay any 
thing to thecharge of Gods. chofen? itis God that 
iaflifieth ; whe hall iadge theri whom Chrifi abfol- 
'Ifaso8 | uethe whol will contend with them, whom he af- 
ma Theta, jfureth? what aduerfary fhall trouble and tor- 
6. ` [ture thofe, tom whom Chrif hath ginen eusrla- | 
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ing confolation, and good hope through grace? 
~s IFI. The children of Chriftian parents are 
happie, for they being comprehended within 
the compaffe of the Couenant.of God, " ¢ré}»1.Cor.z.r4. 
holy, and theiro Angels alwayes behold the face of | ° Mat.18.10. 
the Lord in Heaucn ; p They'are not children of the |? Gal.4.31. f 
feruant, but of the free woman, Abrahams feed, 
heires by promife, a aroyall Prieft-hood, enioying 
true libertic. 

III}. They fall not onely haue acceffe to 
the greateft preferments and dignitie, but fhall 
attaine alfo to the higheft honour and glory, and 
sthemfelues, * be crowned with worfhip and felici- 
tie for ener. 

Wee reade that the Athenians with great | Herodo. & 
courage and feruencie, mainteined their ciuill | 7#4¢ Chron. 
libertic , fo that they ftoned to death- one of | Carton. liz. 
their neighbours Lycidas , (or as Demofthenes 
calleth him Cyrfilws ) for that hee counfelled | 
them to accept of the condition in infringing | 
their libertie, which Mardonius Generall to 
Xerxes propofed vnto them ; yea, the women of 
Athens killed alfo with ftones his wife for the | 
fame caufe. With what indeuour fhould wee 
ftudie, to keepe our fpirituall freedome, andto 
ftand f faf inthe libertie wherewith Chrif hath)" Gals. 
made vs free, and not tobe intangled againe with 
the yoke of bondage ? 
~- Wee reade alfo what Diogenes faid to Craterus 
one of Alexanders chiefe Captaines, whobeing a 
manofgreat wealth, inuited the Philofopher to 
abide with him, promifing him. good enter- 
d 3 tainement : 
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tainement x Buthce replyedy.that hë had rather 


terus, preferring libertie, albeit it bee conioyned 
with pouertie, vnto the delicates.of rich men 
where freedome is diminifhed: Yea the Apoftle 
himfelfe efteemeth- much of civil hbertie, as ap- 
peayethnny hiscounfell;.« Jf thon mayef? be free, 
ufe it rather... EETA ak 
The Romans alfo both did, and fuffered great 
things for the keeping of their libertie.| And 
Brutus for the obtaining thereof did kill -his 
owne children + Hauewee not better caufe, to 
kill and "to mortifie our finnes, and leud affe&i- 
ons, that wee may keepe our Chriftian libertie, 
that we who are x bound, and are captiues may 
haue the prifon opened, and our felues deliuered 
in the acceptable yeere of the Lord ¢ 
This libertie fhouldbe the more regarded of 
vs, becaufe the Lord-enely. can give it vnto vs, 
fo that we may truely fay, Thea Lord i our eood- 
nefe, and our fortreffe, our fhield and our deline- 
rer: Itis notas the gift or donation of any mor- 
tall man. Indeed Nero might proclaime an earth- 
ly libertieto the Grecians ; and Czwna to flaues ; 
but they themfelues were flaues and captiues 
vnto their vile lufts and affections. But no Prince 
nor Potentate hath power, to give this Chrifti- 
an libertic : b Jt ds én the faith which « im Christ 
Iefus, he may onely giue his owne Spirit, ¢ and 
where the Spirit of the Lord ws, theres libertie. 
Seruants of old were verie defirous of liber- 
tie ; for when they receiued freedome, 1. They 
were | 
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wetéapparelled with white raiment: oz, They | 
Were hononred With a Gold rings z, ‘They | 
were admired to'their Mafterstables =, c] 
“Chriftians fhould thinke more of Spiritual] li- 
bertie, for then, d They will put on the garments of 
beauties pied bettloathedin wistelaray : -Second- 
ly, they will bee‘more honoured then Jofeph was 
in Egypt!’ when Pharaoh £-pat a-ring upon his 
hand : Thirdy, Chrif:gappomts for them aK ing- 
dome; that Wey way tate asd dvinke at bi table. 
CV, Aftérwee'hatie gotter this hberrie, wee | The yles of 
| muft noth Fane it ws a cloake of, malicionfneffe, | true Li- 
but wee muft live as:theferuants: of God: | The | berty. 
furie and madneffe of the Libertines, who vnder | °1-Pet.2.16 | 
the pretext of libertie;-doe- pollute them felues | 
with all fort ofimptetie, is tuftly tobe abhorred | 
and derefted’: “as alfo of the Anabaptifts, who 
becaufe of their freedome,: ( as they-terme it, ) 
would traks OPP all and fabs 
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bedicricéand firbiéGion vn- 

to the ciuell Magiftrate, expreffe contrary to 

Gods word. i We mafl bee fubselt onto the lighty | i Rom.13.5, 
‘powers, nòt becaufe of wrärh onelyy buvalfofor COM-, OUf.2. 
[rsence fake, Sireh thd that ve Gt thom; refite 
ordinance of God And they fhall receive unto them- 

filnes tadzement,and damnation; forthat ourfpi-| 
rittall freedonié'doerhino way exenypt vs from 

citvell and ‘laws fubiedtion,:and fo theA pottle | 
commandeth, k Seruants, bee obedient.umtothims k Eph.6,g, 
that are your maffers atcording te the feh; in 
frgherelf of jour beavis vatdChrift, = iia | 

eo Iris 00d confifell yaris iuen by the A> 
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fhould alfo :hold faft our libertie, which isa pri- 
uiledge of our profeRion, and ™ being freed from 
Jinne, and made feruants unto God, we foould hane 
our fruit in holinefe, that in the end we may wbtaine 
cuerlafting life, =" 

3. We fhould fo accompt of this happie free: 
dome, as to preferre the fame vnto all the decay- 
ing delicates, and perifhing pleafures,- which this 


lufting after the flelh pots, nor after athe fib, Cu- 
cunsbers, Leekes, Onions, and Garleke of Egypt, 
which may caufe vs to loofe our libertie, and a- 
gaine to be reduced to vile flauerie. 

° : 4 
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E s v s Chrift o whe.receined of God the Fa- 
[e honour and glory, he will p receiue vs alfo 
tothe glory of God. As hee vouchfafeth vp- 
on vs true and happie libertie; fo hee will 
rerowne vs with honour and glory, and [et vsa- 
houe the worke of hishands, fothat! we fhal hage 
a Crowne of glory, and a royal Diadem in the hand 
of our Lord, a re 
Touching this benefit, in handling thereof, 
wee will confider thefe: {cuen points. 1. That 
Chrif will deliuervs from fhame,and difho- 
‘nour. 2. Thathee will remooue.contemptand 
| i pe difgrace. 


œ~ 
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difgrace. 3. That he giuethtruehonour. 4. OF 
the certainetie thereof. 5. Of the continuance 
thereof. 6. To whom it fhall bee giuen, and 
where chiefely. 7. Ofthe vies of this gift. 

Chrift deliuereth his owne from fhame. For 
ifhee thath freed them from finne, hee will alfo 
faue them from fhame; becaufe wife Salomon 
| faith, « Sine ás a [hame to the people. . 

Men naturally and vfually are afhamed : Firft, 
when they are tryed to bee ignorant, efpecially 
profefling knowledge: Secondly, when they are 
difappointed in thofe in whom they moft tru- 
fted: Thirdly, when they are deprehended in 
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1. Chrift 
delivereth 
fro fhame. 
tRon.8, 2. 

u Prou.14.34. 


anvniuft and vnlawfull fact : Fourthly, when | 


they are manifeftly conuiéted of ingratitude : 


Fiftly, when publikely they are punifhed: Sixtly, 


when they fee themfelues filthie and naked. 
Men are afhamed of ignorance : As when the 


Plutarch. in 


Poet Homer could not vnderftand an an{were of | vita Hom, 


certaine Fifhers, through fhame and forrow hee 
died. Will notthe fhameof finners who haue 
no part in Chrift, bee exceeding great, being 
conuicted of worfe ignorance then is in beaftes? 
}2. Whenthey are fruftrated, and difappointed 
of their hopes and expectations. * Seacherib 
King of Afhur inuaded Iuda, of purpofe to dee 
ftroy Ierufalem : But a Ezekiah and the Prophet 
Ifaiah prayed, and crept to God , who fent an Angel 


which deftreyed all the valiant mex, the Princes | 


and Captaines of the hofte of Senacherib . fo that 
hee being difappointed, returned with fhame to his 
owne Land, 3. Itis manifeft by experience, that 
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onc will be afhamed when heis taken commit- 

ting fome ynhoneft deede, andthe wicked ma 

bter.3.25, | fay withthe lewes, > We lye dowae inour confufi- 

on, and our [hamecouereth vs ; for we haue finned 

againft the Lord our Ged. 4. Fofephs brethren 

c were aftonied at his prefence, and afhamed for 

their vnkindneffe: 5. King Saad chofe rather to 

die, then publikely to be 4 mecked,and exempla- 

rily punithed of the vneircumcifed Philiftimes : 

eGen.3.10, |6. our firft father Adam for hame , e Hid bim- 

felfe, becaufe hee was naked: and Dauid his fer- 

uants, f were exceedingly afhamed, for that Hanun 

King of Ammon fhaued their beards and cut off their 

garments in the middle, 

i Now Chrifts feruants, who haue rightly re- 

sRoms.s. |ceiued him, they haue hope in him, sand hope 

CORN maketh not afhamed , h: they foall be taught of the |. 
ilet.31.33. | 20rd, who will: put his Lawin their inward parts, 

and write tt in their hearts, They fhalbbe fulfilled, 

with knowledge of his will,in allwifedeme and fpiri- |. 

tuall wnderftanding , and not continue in igno- | | 

rance to be confounded therewith = 2. for they 

Iptat.za,4, | Pdelight inthe Lord; he (btll gine theme t heir hearts 

Toll,22.14 | defire, mmo thing fhall faile of all. thegood thinzs, 

AMichz.7, | weich the Lord promifed, and theyexpccted ; u tney 

| fhalllooke unto the Lord, and swaite for God their 

| Sauiour, God will heare them, © he willbe with them 

| in trovble he will dclinerrand efor ifie them: 3.they 

| will neuer be Ceprchended, committing any vn- 

raCor.6,1, | honeft or vnlawfull deede, becaufe they pare |. 

walhed, and fanitified, and iuftified, in the name of 

the Lord lefis,and by the Spirit of God: 4. by 

uy. 
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fhall be commendedas faithfull a 2s mife feruantss |a \aurg. 25. 
not reproucd for vnkindnefle:5. They with good 
King Hezekiah « fhal be magnified in the fight of ati 
nations, 6. they [hak be cloathed in fine linnen, 
white and pure, „and: sot found naked. Thus who 
jreceiveth Chrift dhall be altogether freed from)’ 
fhame, andignominie, for that they-fhall bein- 
{tructed, and farisfied, and fanctified, and praifed, 


s 


they fhall be magnifiedand.cloathed. | : 
Secondly , the godly in this, world.will com-})2. Chrift. |, 
plaine, that u they are, {mall and defpifed, and will | deliuereth 
pray,faying, x Remoue from us fhamec contempt. from -con- 
Here J/tac willbe mocked of Imacha; Danid |ie. | 
will grant , that he is: he [hame of mens and thie |* Ph it0.22.} 
contempt of the people, Chritk reltifieth ,.bshat.a eet 
Prophet hath no-honour in his owne countrey, and) °°" 4 44 | 
Paul with the Lords Saints affirmeth, ¢1that he is |¢1 Cor.4.13.} 


made as she filsh of the world, the off foonriagaf} | 
allthings; yea the foune of aPrepbet, willbewil-| .. . 5 
regarded, and reputed 20 be d a mad fellome 0's 314aKings tr. 
And fure it is an vfuall thing inthis-eatths} - 
That vertuous, wife, godly, and.couragious.men, 
are vilipended, of vicious, foolifh, prophane, apd} o. o; 
vnworthy daftards ; {0 it.wasinallagesby-gone,| “°° - 
fo it is for the prefent, fo it fhallbeanail times | 
comming perpetually. ee a 
. Thus Therfites defpifed Adlets def milter 
garded Homer, Antonis vpbraidex: the Empe.. 
rour Augufius sand Mauius pirgil » Calvgs can- 
temned Cicero: And which is worltof all, Herad 
amoft prophane,and miferable maa,,. sydepifed | 
fefis Chrif the Lord of life, the God of glory, 
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and mocked him, Bur Chritt is mot honoured 
and glorious in himfelfe, and in euery one of his 
fy Joh3.2. | lectin particular,fand we know that when He fhal 
appeare, we {hall be lke Him: Every Chriftian in 
fome refpet may be copared to.Brutus the firtt. 
Petrarch. | Nemo primum Bruto contemptior Roma fuit, Nemo 
Dial.36. | minus poflea, Noncin Rome atthe firft more c6- 
|! temned then Brutus; None afterward mote re- 
; garded ; None in the world more defpifédthen a 
Chrift gi- [true Chriftian, but none afterward more. exalted. 
ueth ho- Thirdly,Chrift giueth honour to his own: for 
nour. asg miferte commeth not forth of the duft , neither 
BTob 5.6, doeth affiiction {pring out of the earth, neither 
> Pfal.7 5:6. _|doth fhame come by accident; fo alfo h to come 
z | to preferment, neither fromthe Eaf, nor from the 
i Weft, nor fromthe South, Chrift giueth it to his 
n Ġen.gr, 42. One. Surely it was not Pharaohs power, Se to 
KERG I4. honour, i Lofeph ; nor Afhuerous power , Eto doe fo. 
1Dan.2.48, | S764? honour to Mordecai; nei her might Nebu- 
Rely, ave chadnezzar fo-preferre! Dawiel, as Telus willtho- 


ngent. | #our hes elet: hee will make them Kings and) 
Priests. vato God -his.Father,% to thim hee wil 
gine power oner nations, tothem he will erant to fit 


lo 1,Cor. 6,2 p oa lee è ? ' 
with himin his throne, to Iudeethe world, yea to. 


hy. ‘Thawte: Iudgethe Angels, Ss | 
‘taintie of | Fourthly, touching thecertaintie of this ho- 
jit. cons | nour we may be perfwaded of it ; for the p Holy 
hi Bagya and true God both prómifed the fame ; q He who is 
Vjon.I gb.. | 


the Way, the Fruth, and Life, will gine it ,* and the 
promifes of God in bis, are yea, and Amen: He is 
“> lalfo moft powerfull, moft conftant, and mind full 
of his owne; no-vntruth, no weakneffe, no vn-} 

` | On 


elk 
T 1.Cor.4.20. 
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conftancie, no forgetfulneffe, nor obliuion is in| 


him : wherefore we may be firmely affured, that 
whatfoeuer he promifeth, that perfectly hee will 
accomplifh , who will giue vnto vs honour and 
dignitie, f who will change our vile bodies, that 
they may be fafbioned like vate his glarious bodie, 
according to the working whereby be #s able enen 
ta fubdàe all things to himfelfe.. 

And albeit the godly in this prefent life,attaine 
notto that hight of honour, which is prepared 
for them: yet ler them be content,becaufe Chrift 
hath promifed the fame, expecting patiently the 
time appointed by his wifedome for the accom- 
plifhment of that promife. 

It is recorded, that Pompey the Great, when he 
had paffed ouer to Lybia againft Domitius , and 
hauing vanquifhed the enemie ina great battell, 
his fouldiers falutedand honoured him with the 
ftyleof an Emperour: but he denied to accept 
of that honour, as long as the Campe of his ene- 
mie did remaine in his fight not demolifhed. 

May not we be more willing to want the ful- 
neffe of our honour as long as our enemy Sinne 
| is within vs? aslongas t we fee another law in our 
members rebelling againft the law of onr minds, and 
leading vs captiue vnto the law of finne , As long 
uas the flefh lufleth againft the (pert, cy the firit a- 
gainft the ficfh, dy thefe al contrary one to the other, 
we cannot doe the fame things that we would. 

Yet we need not to feare, x for it is our Fathers 
pleafure to poffeffe-vs in that kingdome which bee 
will gine vs, in due feafon, where wee fhall 

Ee 3 remaine 
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remaine in all honour and felicitie for euer. 
aPola4.12. _ Fifthly,albetc4 san fhal not continue in worldly 
Aonoar,yetthe Elect fhal continue inthe heauen- 
ly honour. As for worldly glory , Ir may bee 
compared to the fmoake that commeth out of 
thechimney, whichat the firft appeareth to be 
| | fomething , but fuddenly cuanifhech in the ayre, 
b]fa.40.6. | andis not perceiued for true, > al flejh is graffe, 
all thegrace and glory thereof is as the floure of the 
field that foone withereth and fadeth, which words 
are {poken of a naturall man as he is in himfelfe, 
Kide Trè- | andnot of one that is regenerate by the fpirit of 
mell.in bunc | fanétification in Chrift. 
. _ Naztanzen compareth earthly honour to the 
umam xue- | iMpreflions or furrowes which ‘the fhip maketh 
nimiro | in the Sea, they fuddenly goe out of fight, and 
the place of themis notknowne. The truth of 
this may bee feene in Zedekiah King of Tudah, 
who beinga glorious King reigning in honour 
and libertie , yet with contempt and ignomini 
¢2Kin.2y.6, | Was carried away to captivitie, ¢Leagement is gi- 
nen vpon him , his nnes flaine in his prefence, his 
eyes put out, he bound in chaines, is carried captine 
to Babell. Hamanthe Agagzte one day was highly 
d Eft. 3.2.8) exalted d and reuerenced, the other day is dilgra- 
jidi ced andhanged onthe gallowes which heehad 
prepared for Mordeca’. 
Among the Roman Emperours, Valerianus 
was taken prifoner by Sapor king of the Perfians, 
his wealth turned to pouertie, his honour to ig- 
nominie, andhe made a foot-ftoole to a proud 
Barbarian, mounting on his horfe-backe : maay 
o 
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of the Emperours of Conftantinople died in pri- 
fon; {fenerely detained in paine and flauery. 
Henry the fourth, a moft Victorious and Iu- 
ftrious Emperour of the Germans , imprifoned 
and degraded by his owne fonne, dyed lamenta- 
bly ; Thilpericus and Ludouicus, French Kings, 
depriued of their kingdomes and dignitics , the | 
onethruftin the prifon , the other in the Mona- 
ftery: And'thus oftentimes it falleth out accor- 
ding to our Sauiour,faying, that one e who 2s borne | e Eccle.4.14. 
in liskinedovme is made poore, bereft of all his ri- | ; 
ches, eftimation, and authoritie. 

Now although the honour and glorie of the 
‘worldlings be very vnftable and vnconftant, like 
-vnto a perifhing thadow, for £ the name, honor and |£ Prou. ro 7. 
fame ofthe wicked fhall rotte , and be abhorred | _ a) 
-botlrof'God and man, yet the godly g fhal lift up | 8 10b 11.15, 
his face without fpot,and (hall be ftable and not feare. é 
There age hall appeare more cleave then the noone- 
day they {hall bine and be as the morning, they fhall 
be builded and fill adorned with eucriafting glory, 
becaufe God hath lowed them with an enerlafting | * ter.31.3. 
loue, their honour fhall be conftant and perpetu- 
all, their? crowne fhall be fure , that no man can |; peu. ir. 
take itfromthem, asrheir k pleafure fhall be for e- | x Piati6. 11. | 
nermore, fo their honour fhall be for enermore, 

Chrift whoabolsfhed death , and hath brought |! 2.Tim.t-10. J 
lifeand immortalitie, will bring vato them immor- | 
talitie of honour dnd glorie; enento bis mchofen ge-|™ 1-Pet2-9- 
nèration,to his royall Priefthood, to his peculiar peo- 
ple and hi” holy nation. 7 | 

Sixthl Y, againftthofe m exrelent, whom Chrift, n Pfal.16. 3. 
: will 
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will honour in heaven : Let vs remember, That he 
will vouchfafe this benefit to the humble : 2. To 
the faithfull: 3. Tothofe who honours him. 

1. The humble who thinkes that they are 
worthy of fhame atid contempt, Chrift will 
giue vnto them honour-and renowne; «when 
Daniel. confelled that ° open fhame and con- 
fufion of face.appertained to him and ‘his peo- 
ple, he found righteoufnefle , compaffion and 
forgiuenefle.in the Lord, he was honoured, and 
he profperedin all his waies. If Chrift p giueth 
graceta the humble, he will alfo gine glorie to the 
humble; for glory vndoubtedly followeth grace. 

Heq fetteth upon high them that be low , that 
the forrowfull may be exalted to faluation. . 

Danid: who was wile inhis owne eyes, and low 
in hisowne fight, he is preferred and had in honour. 
our Saviour Chrif £ humbled himfelfe and was of 
no reputation, wherefore he us highly exalsed,and a 
name ginen to him aboueexery name: And hetel- 
leth vs in his Gofpel , t Whofoewer fhal humble 
himfelfe as a little childe, the fame is the greatef in 
the kingaome of heauen; And thusaccording to 
the faying of wife Salomon , before honour goeth 

umilitie. 

2. Chrift will gine honour to his faithfull fer- 
uants, for x by faith our elders were well reported of, 
‘inold times, and as yet who are endued there- 
with will be efteemed and accomplithed , for he 
willa gine that prerogatine to them to be the fonnes 
of God, enen to them that beleene in his name, 
Now if in the Iudgement of Danid , a 

im- 
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meni maa 
himfelfe> apovre nsan and of no eftimation, Ie was |» .Sam.18. 
agreat proferment to bea Kings fonne-in:law» Js: |23: 
it nota greater honour and preferment, to be the The vertue į 


adopted fonne of the King of heauen. By vertuc | joni 
of this:adoption, as our earthly, carnall, and fin- | ide 
full affeétions,will:bé changed:and altered,\ for... . 

| theyaviltbecome:bdly, heauealy, andfpirituall, | 
becaufe when God doth.adopt any-to: bee his | 
fotine, he makerh him who was wickedanddif-| ~. 
obedient; to be godly.andiobedienr,| ava c to bea |< Eph-s, 23. 


redewed Ainley :-fo-our eftareand | 
| addition will be helpéd:and bettered by vertue 


fequently will atraine to this honour ` authoritie, 
and eftimation, = %3 
k y.Sam.3.30 f 


t 1.Pet.» 17, | tle Peter his exhortation ; txo bonowr-an ear 
ly and immortall King.) o oc as 
A [onne honowreth his father(: faith the Lord of 
Hoftes) anda feruant his mafter. If we be duti- 
full children to To louing-a father, if we. beobe: 
dient feruants to fo liberal a mafter ; we will la- 
bourto ‘the vtcermoft of our power: to honour 
ng .Cor.6.20. | and n glorifie onr'God in our bodie and invour {pirit. 
-> U | nëither wilbe content with thereprobate. iewes; 
h eie, 


m Mal.1.¢.. 


honoùr hins wish our lippes; inthe meanetime, 
riemooning our hearts farre from him , but wewill 
Ploh.4024- 

a cerely and conftantly.. 
4.Prou.3.9- 


honour and bleffe vs with heauenly bleffing and 
eucrlafting honour, if‘ner inthis earth which is 
the place'of. our-captiuitie yand fhould betovs 
the fchoole-of humilitie, yet affurediy in the 


vidtorie and glory. 
| 7. Laftly, for the vfe of this doGtrine , the cont l- 
vie three- | deration of it fhould mooue vs s s tocontemne | 


fold. _ 
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partakers of the gift of. this Adoption, and con- | 


3. k Ged willboncur whet; that land him aha 
they that depife God fhall be defpifed. Tc is the ; Apo- 


King farre-racher we fhould honour our ‘heauen- : 


© to come neere to oar Lord with our month, andto |. 


worfhip.and honour him: SP iw init and sani an 


Asafo wewill-¢honour the Lord wind ier A 
ches and with the firft fruits. of all-onr imcreafe . |. 
Then we may affure our feluesy rhat the Lord |. 
will fill vs with abundance:of- his erdcejhe:will | 


kingdome of heauen » the appointed phiccot: our | 


“Se dew 
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this earthly and tranfitorie glorie- 2. to f{eeke. 
foraeauenly and permanent honour: 3, to fuf- 
ter patiently in this eath, the reproach and con: 
"| tempt of the wicked. i 

ie Asfor the credite of the world, and this 
vulgar applaufe, itis to bee contemned of wife 
(Ghriftians ; 1. becaufe there is labour and dan- 
erin rhefeeking of it : 2. becaufechere is more 


jit tof fhore-continuance and durance , for thatit 
Jisan effectleffe,and hurtfull thing. nial 
| | That fienilicude of -4nfhelmus, is worthy of 


` pobferuation, comparing men who hunts. for 


{them, no.gainenor commoditie by poffeffing of 
them, which are neither profitable for food nor 
Tayment.. — pvems 
|. Againe,earchly honour is oftentimes the nurfe 
of prides high preferments,and vulgar praife,are 
to the wicked , fortunes and procurers of fome 
fearefull punithwent., as may be feene in Herod 
| Agrippa, who being applauded by his flatterers, 
‘| "because be gane not glory unto God, an Angel Jud- 
denly {rsose him, and be was eaten of wor mes. 
Moreouer, worldly glory is an occafion of en- 
jue in others; The holy and humble men of 
1 God, í Danid anã: Daniel, When they were 
honoured, they were then moft enuied, and the 
enuieand malice of their enemies had beene ef- 
fe€tuallagainft them, except the fauour of the 
Almightie God had preferued themy when 
| Ff 2 he 


| worldly honour,to little children following but- | .. 
 ‘lter-flies +: there istrauell and perill in perfuing.of | — 


flabour and danger inkeeping of it: 3. becaufe] .:- 


Anfhelm. ón. 
Similie, | 
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hee himfelfe. had preferred. 


Alas, for the foolifhneffeof worldlings) who 
mif-regarding durable & fure honourfrom God, 
care with Saul to haue " honour ‘only amgngft 
the people; and:tor the.r madnefI*, who labouring 
toʻhold their renowne and. reputation inthe 
world, darenot profeffe or practife rhofedaities, 
which may tend to the honour and glorie of the 
Almightie, becaufe wich fome lewes, x they lo- 
ned the praife of men, more then thepraife of God.: 

Whofocuer. then fhalluftudie to. be crowned. 
with the vanifhing fhadow of earthly eftinaati- 
on; ler them remember the inconftancie of that 
perifhing dignitic., and. the. naurabilitie of “all, 
worldly things; that 4 the fafhion of this world dvoh 
paffe away, and the glory thereof, vanithertilike 


*[oh,12.4}- 


a 1,Core7.3 2 


bIfa27.9; |the vapour of {aroake, and that the:b Lord of 
Hoftes hath decreed this to ftaine the prideofall alo 
ry, and tobring to contempt all them that be ototo 
eludty. | éatheearth: This Gaœ did toc Adonibezeck a 


conquerour of many Kings, but at laft himfelfe is | 
conquered, difgraced, and brought to ‘a (harne- 
full death; fo is worldly honour and glorie dan- 
gerous, brittle, painefully and very, tranfiroric. 
We hould endeauour to be beautified with e- 
uerlafting honour, € tøreceine that. crovwneof life, 
enen that £ incorruptible crowne of glory bye toyning 
verine with our faith , and with vertue inowleded, 
and with knowledge temperance , and with tempe- 
xance patience , and with patience godljneffe, ard 
{with godlineffe brotherly kipara , 4nd with bro- 
i therly kindneffeLone, - i Dil È D ilgi ald 

= A lk 
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~-If we doe thefe things we fball neuer fall from 
grace, nor glory; vnto fhame and miferi@y) Jiu: 


Ash tribulation, and anguifh [bal be.vpimthe 


| foule of euery man that doth enill; So taenctyman 
| that doth good, fhall be glory and honour, and peace 


| for. CHEKe AN ae YR IO bhiod2é 
| Iris.a gréat pitie,i that shechildren of this world 
fbould be in their generation wifer,then the children 
of lights how-carefull and earneft are they to at- 
taine to .vncertaine and, decaying glory ! show 
careleffe are Ghriftians to bee honoured..with. 
moft folid and certaine'glory ! . The naan fcarce 
_| worthy to be named Eroftracus, was fo defirous 
|to.be remempred, that with hisowne hands, he 
|b the. ftately Temple of Ephefus ;; And Empe- 
¢lesithe Philofopher, thinking theiby to be ac- 
courted immortall, .did caft-himfelfe in the bur- 
ning hotte Aewntaime Aina’; where he was con- 
fumed into ahes sui od o Laar d ILSR 
[But we fhould giue diligence, k to exercife our 
félues unto godlineffe, both by doing and fuffering 
tol wake our light fhine before men er fo our hearts 
| be ftablifhed, and™ wee had ineucrlafting remem. 
brance; we (ball enisy a kingdawse., thrones of Ma- 
ieftie, and the neuer fading crownes of incorrup- 
tible glory ; when wen foal inberite all things , 
ogha Lambe of God, leading vs vato the linely foun- 
taines of Celestialiwaters..~.T hus fhall it be-aoneto 
| the man, whom the King of heauen wil honour... ` 
3. Lerthe aflurance we haue to poffeffe this 
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nor.incourage and hearten vs, to 1 faffer with 
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Sue | Wer bis heritage into reproach ;: bécauferhus-Hee 


‘| albeit, ‘water bé caft vponiit, remaineth notthe 


-| under the hope of the.glory of God, which Chrift in 
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Chrijl, paine andfhame , that we may be glorified 
| with him in his Kingdome, being our biciled Sa- 
viour, f who for the toy that wasfet before him, en- 
dured the croffe, and deftifed the fhame, and is fes at 
| theright hand of theth-oxeofGod. 

_, Should not wet resoyce “on much as we ave partie 
ikers of Chrifts fuffevings , that when bis glory Jhal 
appeare,we may be glad and reioyce continual), pet- 
{wading our felues, that God will» wot gine forte. 
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MEN my 


fpaketoys; x. Hearkes Unto me, ye that know righ- 
tebufwelfe,the peeple in whofe heart i wy Law: feare 
not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of their 
| rebekes; for ail the {hame and ignominie, thatthe 
wicked'can doe't the godly, will foone yanith 
‘and decay. The righteous may be compared to 
that hearbe called Adiaritam , ‘or Maidens-haire, 


mam ee a 


hearbe appearing to bedry 2 So thé Contempt 
and ignominy doneto the Siintsabiderhnotand 
therefore more patiently they may becontentto 
fuffer the fame: when as the glorie of the wic- 
ked 3 fhall flie away like a bird , after it hath pined 
them: for as-a worme. confumeth the tree, “it 
‘breeds with the ruff yron that fticketh therto: 
fo vaine-elory deftroyeth that foule which nov- 
rifheth it : bur the Elc@ avall times will b resoyce 


due feafon moft abundantly will vouchfafe vpon 
them, to him be praife, © honosr and glorie , for 
ewer and cuer; Amen, 


S 
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U Chrif gineth y 


-Op7Hen the Lord 4 bertani the 
i meadie out of the dip, avd fie | 


Wi oN. up hispoore out of the dang, that 
he may fet thems with the Princes of his people, they 
whom C hrift haththus: honoured, and inriched 
withother heavenly and excellent gifts ; thes re- 
deemed of the Lord , vndoubtedly hall obraine 
ioyand gladneffe, szd forrow and mourning fhal 
jeaway from them, iors. | 
-*ftis wrueindeéedey thar as Chrifts befrbeloued. 
Bréthterand Sifters } {hall hate firt bitterneffe 
and. difpleafure in this:worlda Cas their Mafter 
foretelleth:them) they. hall weépe lament and for- 
ròwybattheirfarrow fhall be turnedtoioy: . Then | 
they 3 fhall comeand reioyce in the-hizht of Sion and 
hall turne to she bountifulaefe of the Lord who will 
surnetheir mourning unte eladnelfe, and gine them | 
‘soy fortheir forromes, < =T eat 

_otLetonone:ofChrifts deare‘fernants be decei- 
ued: if they-expect:confolation here, and falud- 
tion bereafter, let them-be certainly refolued at 
thebepinning:,-to be grieued: molefted, and dife 
pleafed: at: themfelucs, for their manifold finnes 
anddainous offencesscommitted againft rhe Ma« 
ieftieof fuch a loving, kinde and patient Father,| 
highe Lord, flrong merciful and gratiows, flom.to.an- 
gerjand abundant ia goodnef eand truth. sise a | 


efi 


f Toh 16.20. 
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Ba r| 
Godly. for- 
row before | 

ioy. 
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_ Before wee P keof that incomprehenfible 
ioy of the Ele&@j warwill tft penl f their for- 
row ; againe, of their mourning, and lamentati- 
on for finne. CL Aisa Wy S 


| As for the godly forrow of the Saints of 


| Chri Lee vs firt conlider che réafon : 
coldly }the differente'beewixt it 4nd world} 
heatinefle: thirdly; what-arethe effects of t : 


fourchly, forme circumftances of this forrow. 
u The Saints haue:caufe of forrow : .1. becaule 
| of theit qwnefinnd’s2a2becaufe of the iniquitie: 
that abounds inthe carth :3.. becaufeof the af- 
fliction and trouble ofthe righteous. The Saints 
of God here , are tempted with finnes. for whe, 
can fay, My heart ia cleane Lane cleane from finne? 
Euery one hath obetter:-r€afon to fay with thé 
Pfalmift, Jf stow O Lord firaitly market ini- 
quities, O Lord, whofhall fand? and to fay. with. 
Tob; 1 If Twould suffifie my selfe, mineowne mouth) 
[ball condemnd mes If Lwonld be perfect, he Jhal: 
ludge me wicked, for in many things wefinne all.| 
And fure.ivis., ‘that the regenerate man, finding} 
himfelfe fo defiied and troubled withdfinney He} 
ngomo. 24) Willory dus witvthe: A poftles iO wretched wian 
= "| phat Lam, who! fhall deliner me from this bodjpof 
death | He will {fee that hee hath a competent’! 
matter of forzow, ° when he fuf ereth for his finne. | 
2-2, The godly. haue caule of grietéfor the fins) 
of others, asp Leoweneth bus righteous faule from: 
day to day, for thecnucleane conuer (ation of the wicsi| 
ked: as Danid, when 9 be faw the tras(erelfers,. be 
was griened becas è shey kept net Godswerd a they, 
prorat ro- |i 


i Prou.2049. 


k Pal. 130. 3. 
į! Iob 9.20, 


™ Jam.3. 2s 


e Lam. 2+ 396 
P 2.Per,2. 8. 


1Pfal.ryg.) “ 
45.8, 
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Prophet Leremie, whofe t fale did werpt in fecret T 1307 
for the pride of his people, as Chrifi himfelfey who} >. -f 
‘Pnaaruciled at the unbelecfe of the leies) tmour= f Mark: 6.6. 
ning alja for the hardneffe of their hearts, © 1 ~ | Mark.345. 
3. The righreous will-be forrowfull for. the 
calamitie and defolation of Hierufalem. So Ne- 
hetaiah was fid. he fafed and prayed, becafe of | 
è reproach and miferié ‘of Hierufalem - ‘they 
well be forrie for the affliction of lofephe ` "> 
~ IF Darius was fore difpleated, and remained fa- * Dan, Gifs! 
fring, and fuffered not theinftruments of mufi-ke to |18. 
be brought before him, yea,hisfleepewent from him: 
for the troubleand danger ofa holy man Daniels” 
God God, how thould Chriftians be mooted, 
cafftidted, and perplexed), forthe trouble: arid ca) 
lamiti¢of many finceré profeffotirs, for theafAi-! 
tion and defolation of the Church Militant i 
vexed on euery fi dé with the b foure:hornes ef) 
wic ee: labouring to fcatter and: moleft 
‘Aternfalem ?-9 © Prov if NRTG y | ts boo ; 
advedinlly hdres isa area differences Betwixt 2. Dife- 
the forrow of Chrift his chofen, andthe difplea-.} rence bes- 
fure of the wicked : for the godly in the midft A god- | 
of their fortow:,' they- haue: fiittaloueand affe: A 3 ce 
tion to Chrift: fecoridly, they-haueshope and: rs 
confidence that they fhall- be delivered and com- 
| forted : thirdly, they haue patience in time of | 
| WE trouble - they hate’ loue liké Mary; “we 
food behind Chrift weeping awd wafbing his feere: 
with teares, a figneof her forrow, alfo free kiffed 
his feet, and annoyntedyehem: mae 0 xtmeent stan ar- 
giment of her affection, ss . woe | wim ss 
ws 8 Againe, 


eee aa res 


xX Amos 6.6, 


er Sars 
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Againe, the righteous hath hope, as Zob, fay- 
ing:4 Lee, Though he flay me, yer will 1 truft in him, 
- | and L will reproousmy waies in his fight. Further- 
=| more, they have patience in time of affliction, 
and will praife God for his fatherly and fauoura- | 
ble correction, worfhipping with that fame man, 
e Naked came lout of my mothers wombe, and na- 
ked hata returne againe; the Lord hath ginen, the 
Lord hath taken, bleffed be the name of. the Lord, 

But the wicked in their trouble becaufe £ shey 
| are flvangers from the couenant of promife, and 
haue ne belpe-remaining without God in the 
world, therefore they haueno loueto God, no 
confidence nor truft in him, no patiencenor 
meckenefle of minde, 8 The.wicked are like the ra-~ 
ging fea, that cannot refl, whofe waters cafi up mire | 
and-dirt. theyh become murmurers with, the ob- | 
ftinate Iewes, they are impatient with grudging 
and complaining againft God like curled Cain, 

Thirdly, concerning the effects of this forrow: 
41. It will prepare vs for the good feede of other 
graces: 2. Itisa token that men fhall be deliue- 
red from the deftruction of the reprobate : 3. It 
‘isan occafton chat the facrifices fhal beaccepred: 
“la. It isa meanes and the beginning of repen- 
tance: s..Icisa fure pledge that they fliall bee 
bleffed. r 

Firft, We arek Gods husbandrie, As! inthe hus- 
bandrie of man, the ground is vfually firt plow- 
edand rent,afterward the feede is fowen therein; 
Sothe Lordin his husbandrie, the heart is firt 
lrentwith forrow , and™ pricked with aip leafires 
ig i an 


Chrifi giueth 10y. 
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the happic feede of 'godlincffe and pictie is fowen 


reape in toy. 


nations that were done in the midftof Tersfalem, 
they were marked upon the forehead , and efcaped 
the veter deftruction of the reprobate. . 


accepted of God : for a contrite [pirit and a bro- 
ken heart will nener be defpifed. 

= Fourthly, Asaworldly forrow canfeth death, fo 

godly forrow canfeth repentance with — uot 
to berepented of. 

Fifthly, © Bleed are they sits palin for they 
fhal be comforted: Affaredly, they thall get the 
Ugarment of gladneffe for the fpirst of beawineffe, 
that the Lord their God may beglorified. > ~ 

Astouching che circumftances of godly for- 
row, letys cori der, firt, the rime when: fecond- 
ly, the perfons with whom t thirdly, the place 
wee ought to lament and bee difpleafed for our 
finnes, © 4A time (faith Salomon) te weepe, anda 
time to rugh; atime to mourne , anda time tare- 
iayce, 

u While wee haue time , let vs doe goid vaio val 
men,this isthe Apoftles rule à we fhould alfo Ra- 


| dieto do good vnto our felues, snow when we are 


grieved “ot ourin: iquities , ` and xlamenrafter the 

Lord, we doc that whichis good for our = 

as hath beene before declared. 
Ge 2 


and prepared with godly griefe, and afterward | 
{inthe fame. Thus 0 they that fòw in teares , fhall «Plata sf 


Secondly, Godly forrow isa marke of fafetie, 
(o they that did o mourne and cry for all the abomi-|° _— 4 


Thirdly, Their facrifices (hall be regarded and. 


That! 


237 


P Phl, s1, 17. 


q 2.Cor.7.10 


e e Math.g.4, 
€19.61.3.- - 


Circum. 
{tances of 
godly for- 


nora 


R 
bh $ 


I.e 0 ee 
t Ecclef 304 


a Gal,6, 10.” 


x SIMIA 


Time of 
forrow. 


- 


Cuar. XIE “Chrift giueth Joy. Re. 5 


ni i a 
-ipua Amethodkberhe time Of our mournin o) 
wee i t , pie ot Nee ‘D3 
which is the cune of our hearing Gods word, of 
_. 14") our fearching of our felues, and of ourtiitning to'l 
*Heb.zts- | the Lord: butto x day wee fhauld heare bis voice, 
a Zeph.2. 1. aud not Iuydenoarhearts, wee fhould a fearch and 
298} pygeoar felweshefe re the decree of dur dcfertton come 
bEcdehy.7. foorbh, we fhouldtnrne bts the Lord without tarry- 
saz or delay, leaf (sddenly bis wrath breake foorth 
and we perifhinsime ef vengeance. To day then, 
before rhe-decree bé-pronounced, {peedily we 
ought tobe difpleafed,to mourne and lament for 
our offences, and tranfereffions. 

God of hismercie faue vs fromthe condem- 
nation and.punifhment of vnhappie Fir, who 
e afierward, when he would hane inherited the bl:f- 
fing was reieched, he'found no place to repentance, 
though he fought the blefsing with teares, albiit à he 
cryed out with agreatcry, and bitter out of moa- 
fure; becaufeit was out of time the duc feafon 
was paft, he wasfruftrated, and difappointed of 
hisexpectation,” ~ - à 

-This wasthe folly and milerie of the foolith 
virgins | That whenethe gate was Bat, aftervard 


c Heb. r2. 17. 
ae 


d Gen, 27. 
„Dhi ? 


theycame crying, Lordy Lord, open tows, but com- 
ming toolare; therefore their perition was not 
granted, neither were they admired to the wed 
dings <Whofcerer willnot repent , and mourne 
in due time, their f forvow i tacuyable forthe mul 
titude ofithereiaiquitices, ales, 2they fhalllie dowre 
in forrow, they h fhal bee filed withdrunkenvelle 
and forrow, enen with the cup of deftruction and 
defolation , and yet laughed tefcorne and had in 
derifion, { 


re a ee aT 


f ler.30,15 
g Ifa.go. 11. 


h Erxce.23-33 
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derifion , eucn when they are enrwing their owne 
tongues for forrow, paine and tribulation, 1> =% 

2. Againe, feeing k The heart of the wife is in 
she houfe of mourning, it {hall be expedient for vs 
to mourne with the godly, that we may be par- 
takers of their ioy and confolation ; As 1 the af- 


glorie, which {hall be fhewed vato vws ; So neither 
are they. worthy of the toy which (hall be giuen 
| to vs. ) i ' 

3. Itisabfolutely needful! for vs to haue for- 
row in.this earch: for-they who here neuer 
mourned for their finnes , but delighted them- 
felues in their abominations, -God-w. Marne their 
feafts into mourning, and all their fongs into lamen- 
tations, they thall be » caf into viter darkneffe , 
there fhall be weeping and gnalhing of teeth, j 

Becaufe the obftinate [ewes would not ° ture 
vato God with all their heart , with fafting, mour- 
ning and weeping in their owne countrey , when 
the Lord commended them, but they contrari- 
wife continued careleffe, committing iniquitie, 
they paid lie vpo heds of Iuorie , and fireiehing 
themfclucs en heir beds , did eatethe lambes of the 
flecke, and the calzes ont of the flanl, they did fing 


tothe foxnd of the viale, imuenseng to themfelues in- 


ments. Thivefarethey didgoe captine with the first 
of thems; that were carried captiues , and their for- 
row was at hand; They were tranfported by the 
Chaldeans to Babjlon, taqa firanze land , where: 
Nose 7 Ge 3 they. 


Jitionsof thi prefent time arenot worthie of the 


Struments of malicke, they did dinle wire in} 
bowles, and annoymed ibenefelucs with chiefe oyat- | 


| 
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they wept and lamented, and their lamentable e- 
{tate was no way pitied. 

Neither let vs thinke, that worldlings are free 
t lob wre" from forrow inthis earth: fort 4 wicked man is 
24s continually as one that tranelleth of childe, afflicti- 
*Prou,t4.135 ON and anguifh [hall make him afraid, yea, * euen in 
laughing his heart is forrowfudl ; although they 
| haue forrow, feeing it is not for their finne, and 
| they not being of the true Church, their forrow 
will not auaile them. Now there is but one na- 
tion, and countrey, to the which a deluge or in- 
undation of water is profitable, namely, to Æ- 
egypt, for there it is the caufe of fruitfulneffe and 
plentie: fo there is but one focietie and compa- 
ny, to whom mourning will be profitable,name- 
ly tothe regenerate, and to the elect of Chrift, 
who mourne becaufe of their trefpafles, where- 
| by fo louing a Father, fo gracious a God is dif- 
pleafed and highly offended,to them forrow and 
mourning will be a caufe of godlineffe and piety. 
n Moreouer, Gods Saints many times in this 
Saints will} world through earneft confiderati6 of the Lords 
(hedreares. | goodnes,and their owne vaworthineffe and wic- 
|i Matz7.756\ kednefle, with Peter will! weepe bstterly,and with 
tPfal.e.6, | Dawid will t faint in the mourning, and fhed teares 
PTET abundantly , and with Hezekiah u chatter hke A 
Crane, or &{wallow,for their finnes and iniquities. 
But peraduenture fome x hauing but a fhew o 
goadlines,and denying the power thereof, wili thinke 
that is vnbefeeming the grauitie and courage of 
men, thus to weepe as children or babes; and to 

fhed teares, as women of weake {pirit. 


Simul. 


x2, Tim.3.§. 


Surely 
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: Surely to doe fo, becaufe of nen , or for any 

worldly regard, it is not commendable, yerin re- 

{pect of cur kinde God offended, ain whom there 

> is no iniquitie, and who hath not been as a wildernes 

tovs, or a land of darknefse,> agamft whom we can- 

not teftifie wherein he hath griewed vs, and inre- 

gard of our ¢ fins which haue hindred good things 

from vs, andà pronoked God unto wrath againft 

a; 1 fay, forthefe caufes to weepe and to fhed 

teares, it isathing praife-worthy, proper tothe |. 

godly, practifed by Iefus Chrift, which in the} | 

edaies of his fiejh did offer up prayers and fupplica- | € Heb.¢.7, 

tims, with firong crying and teares , unto him that , 

was able to faue him fromdeath, and. by hisdeare 

Saints of greate ft courage,and magnanimitie; by s 

’ lacob £ who had power oner the Angel and prenaited, | tHolhr24./}- 
when he wept and prayed, and by many Kings and | 

Prophets aboue {pecified. “ 

_ Yea, fuppofe that Chriftians here enioyed | | 

health, wealth, peaee,and libertie,that their chil- 

drenand friends remained alfo in a good cftate 

and fafetie, according to their heartsdefire, yet 

letthem rightly remember,and deepely confider 

that s 2% many things they finne all, that they of 

themfelues are defied with wickednes, that their 

beft actions are intermingled with many imper- 

fections , that they haue all beene as an uncleane 

thing and all their righteoufueffe is as filthy clonts, 

The earnelt confideration of this their pollution, 
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© Ter.g.35, 
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will be a greater occafion of their forrow and | 
weeping. ev | 
Whenthe congregationof: Ital, vnderftood | 
that 


iludg.204- 


k Gen.21, 16, 
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rhat God for their difobediencei wold notca/t out 
their enemies the Canaaniccs before them,bui that 
they fhould remaine as thornes in their fides , to, 
trouble and moleft them ; thepesple Aft up their 
voice and wept, and called the name of shat place Bo- 
chim, or weeping., Now thelewes did weepe, 
becaufe the Canaenites were conuer{ant among] ` 
them,to weary & vexethem. Should not Chri- 
(tians rather wcepe, becaufethey haue fin with: 
them,& alaw of their members rebelling againft 
therrjto.troub'e and annoy chem? Hasar being 
caft torch out ot Abrahams honfe , and knowing 
her foane to be dying through thirft, k fhe lft ap 
per vorcegud wept, Hanna,becaufe of her barren: 
nes, | prayed to God and wept fore. Sin vnrepented 
will caufe vs to be caft foorth from Gods king- 
dome,and our foules to die eternally; wethculd 
lament therefore for ir , and for our barren and 
fruitleffe hearts, sot™ bringing forth fruits worthy 
amendment of life, If the people of Ifrael, remat-| 


remembred Zion: Seeing we are captiues in the 


Babel of this world, have we not great reafon to 
lament for our long abfence from that heauenly 


whofe builder and maker is God è 
Moreouer, when we callto,minde,that by our 


ced our moft Icuing Sauiour,and by our grievous 
offences 9,hane crucified the King of glorie, who 
for our redemption from hell, and for our recom», | 
ciliation with God ,: did. moft. willingly poure | | 

io fy foorth | | 


_{abundantly, fhould not we be mooued to fhed, 


| eyes : by which it appeareth, thatthe godly will 
| thera away inthe heauen. 


| ping , according tothe iudgement of the Anci- 


jent. Fletus oft cibus animarum, corroboratio fenfu-] Canty, in 
EERE abfolutio peccatorum, refeclio sentium, la- ‘Plat. 


| refrefhment of mind,a lauer to-wafh away faults. 


| and tranquillitie of mind, 


CHAP XII. Chrif giueth iy. 
foorth his moft pretious blood vpon thecroffe. 


teares for our offences, which made him to fhed |. 
his moft pretious blood? Alfo God hath his} 
bottleand regifter. If we fhed no teares, wee] — 
cannot pray with Dauid, Lord! put my teares into 
thy bottle : ave they not in thy reesfer ? neither 
may we acknowledge , that ! Ged hath delinered. 
our foule from death, our eyes from teares, our feete 
rom falling, 

Ir is faid of the glorified Saints; thatit the 
Lambe (hall leade them to linely fountaines of wa- 
ters, and God fhal wipe away all teares from their 


r Pfal 56.5, 


f Pfal,r16, 8. 


IR 


t Reu. 17. 


fhed teares in the-earth , and the Lord fhall wipe.| " 


Great is the profite which proceedeth of wee- 


nacrum culparum, Weeping for finnes , lamen- 
ting afterthe Lord; is the food of foules, the 
ftrengthning of fenfes,and abfolution of fins, and 


Sicut pofi vehementes imbres aer mundus, ac purus 
efficitur : ita dy pofi Lachrymarum pluuias, fere- E 
nitas mentes fequitur atque tranquilitas: As after, 
great fhowres , the direis made cleane’and puresi _ 
foafter the raine of teares, followeth ferenitie! 


| 


ple wept when they heard thewords of Gads\Law,} . ;. 
Ea Hh SS but 


A proofe hereof inthe Ifraelites. » AR the peo-i 
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t meeke, g The mecke in the Lord fall receiue joy. 
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but immediatly followed great ioy inthe Lord. 
The example-of dumbe and. fenceleffe crea- 

tures,* groaning for our finnes che earth trauelling | 

for paine for our trefpaffes, the heauens weeping 


Chrifi gineth Joy. 


for our iniquities, fhould be a prouocationto vs, 


to lament and weepe now,that fo we maybe blef- 
fed for cuer. 

Mortales queniam nolunt fua ? crimina flere: 

Calum pro nobis [olnitur in Lachrymas, 

Asb firft agreat tempefl, endangered the fhip in 
the which Chriftand his Difciples had entered, 
but afterward there was a great calme: So in}. 
true Chriftians great ioy and contentment,peace, |. 
and confolation wiil fucceede. And if the forrow |. 
be great firk , furely the refrefment willbe the f 
more pleafant and greateft at the laft. f 

In handling of this benefit, we will fhew: r. to 
whom Chrift wil giue it: 2. wherin it confifteth: 
3. the difference betwixt an earthly ioy: 4. fome 


properties of it: Laftly, of the vic of this benefit. | - 


Chrift will giue this ioy: 1. to thofe who haue 
forrowed for their finne , they fhall at length fay 
with Dauid, Lord ¢ thon hafi turned my mourning | 
intoioy, and baf girded me wih zladnefe ; God |. 
promifed in this manner,4/ wid turne their mour- 
ning intoioy,and I will comfort them and gine them 
joy for their forrowes: 2.To thofe who are vpright 


in heart, € for the righteous fhall be glad , and they | l 


that are upright in heart Jhal! be toyfull,and reioyce 
in the Lord: 3. Tothofe that feeke him, let the |. 
heart of them that feke the Lord reioyce: 4. Tothe 


Se- | 


— b  ° — aa 
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Secondly, this ioy willbe in Gods fauour and 

louing kindneffe, h 4» the light of his countenance, | Whereit 
Inithe Lord himfelfe: Their foule [hall be ioyfull|.is. 
inGod,ink his mercy they [hall reieyce and be glad , Beg oe : 
1 Through Chrift, by whom they receine the attone.\« Palris 
ment efpeciahy m in his croffe , whereby the world is 
crucified to them, and theyto the world: then they 
fhall fing with the blefled Virgin ,2 my [pirit re- 
soyceth in God my Sautour. 4 

Againe, it willbe inthe word, theo delight of |o pili. 
the bleffed is in the Law of the Lord, he will proteit i 
with the Prophet, P: Thy word is usto me the iay 
and reioycing of mine heart: Then fhall he with 
wonderfull delectation 1 draw waters out of the. 
faluation, which {hall be to him,euen é time: of 
t trouble exceedgng comfort and confolation, 

Ifthofe wife men that came fromthe Eaftto 
| Ierufalem to worfhip Chrift, and to offer their 
|preféts vnto him,! retoyced with an exceeding great 
| 20y, when they [aw his Starre:may it not be a great 
caufe of true pleafure to heare the words of a lo- 
| uing Father,andto reioycet greatly becaufe of the 

Bridegroomes voice? weet 

And indeede it is no maruell, although the 
Lords people finde much ioy and comfort in his 
holy word; feeing it isprecious, perfect, pure, 
| pleafant,permanent,and profitable. It is truth(fo 
faith Salomon Ja that wifedome ws more precious then 
pearles , a iuttifying faith =% much more precious 
then gold. The bleffed word, which is the {peciall 
inftrument to bring heauenly wifedome, and to 
worke fauing faith,of neceflitie muft be very pre- |- 
i Hh2 _—— __ cious, 
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~~ | led-willis, contained ihis written word. Bur the 
b Rom 12.2. |e of God is perfect, fo alfo is his word, and his 
aw c & perfect conuerting the foule , gining wife- 


(gro the marriage of the Lambe: we with Danid 


| and commoditie thereof. 


Hi Luk.104 20.’ 
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tious, and of ineftimable value. The Lords tefti- 


b rfalisg.z0. | monies, as they a are altogether righteous, fo they 


are altogether precious , wore to bee defined then 
gold , yea then much fine gold..2. The word of | 
God is like to the will of God, feeing his reuea- 


\dome unto the fimple , and making the man of God 
‘abfolnte and perfect unte all good workes, 3. The 
commandement of the-Lord' pure, and gineth ight 
to theeyes: 4. It is pleafant y for it is fweeter then 
bonyand the hony combe: s. It is permanent and 
endureth for-euer-; £ now it's more eafter that bea- 


cf the Law {hould fall 6. To*bee'profitable, for 
the word is’a meanes whereby wee fhallcome 


Should take bis werd as an heritage for ewer and to 
be the ioy of oùt hearts, becaufé 6f the preciouf 
neffe, perfection, puritie, pleafure, continuance, 


Thirdly, as Chrift will vouchfafe- vpon vs ioy 
in 'hitafelfe,and in his word : fo alfo he will make 
vs to reioyce in his benefits, whether they bee 
{pirituall bleffings, or elfe naturall gifts. 

Chrifts chofen fhall be ioyfull, of their electt- 
| on: i becanfesherr names are written itheann, and 
ink thabooke of life | of the Lambe, which was flaine 
from the. beginning of the world: 2, of their vo- 
cation and-effeCtuall calling. When Tefus cal- 
led Bartimeus, to gine himynaturallfight ; he = 

Oe, ow Ai O 


nenand tarth fhould paffe away; then that one tittle} 


—— 
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of good comfort , m he threw away bis cloake, hee 
arofeand came gladly tohim, When Chrif calleth 
upon hisowne , togiue them {pirituall fight, and 
to worke regeneration, they will be of great 
comfort: thirdly, of their iuftification » vader 
the hope of the glorie of God :: fourthly, of their 
fanctification, for © ¿s ts 76y to the iuft to doe iudge- 
ment: fiftly, of their faluation , reioycing p with 
soy, receining the end of their faith, enen the falus- 
tion of their foules : fixtly, of their glorification, 
becaufeq Great is their reward in heauen, when 
they in glory (hall appeare before their Redec- 
mer, and heare that comfortable and honourable 
fentence of acquitting, "Come ye bleffed of my Fa. 
ther, poffefe the kingadome prepared for you from the 
beginning of the world. | 


when fhee heard the falutation of the virgin 
Mary , £ for ioythe babe (raxo in her bedy: fhall 
not alfotte redeemed of God, exceedingly be 
glad, and abound with fulneffe of ioy, when 

they heare the fentence.of abfolution, and en- 

ter intothe poffeffion of vnfpeakable glory , and 

eternall felicitie ? Mek. 
- Againe, they will haue fome toy in Gods 
gifts , tReioycing in all the good things which the 
Lord their God hath ginen them , and unto their 
houfheld. 


Moreouer , they fhall bee glad for Gods be: | 


nefits beftowed vpon the godly, as for their o- 
bedience, and for * their ioy , wherewith they are 
refrejhed yand fach like bleffings giuen vnto a? 
iw Hh x n 


t 


Elizabeth the mother of Zohn Baptift reioyced, 
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l In thethird place wee haue to fpeake of the} 
-ai ' difference, betwixt this heauenly sn and the 
heauenly & carnallioy of worldlings. They differ in three 
carnal (things: firft, in the ground: fecondly, in the 
ioy. continuance: thirdly inthe effe&t. 

Barnard. The toy of the godly is 1» Creatore, grounded 

in their Creator; in his loue and fauour, while 

| they enioy his moft comfortable prefence , they 

1Philgeg. |° recioyce alway in the Lord: As Mephibofheth{o 

delighted in Dawid, That in refpect of him, hee 

mif-regarded all the fields of Saul his Father, > yea 

(faid he) Let Ziba take all the lands, feeing my Lord 

the King & come in peace: So the godly, who 

c hane the Lord to be the portion of their inheri- 

tance, who (et the Lord alwates before them, tothe 

dphil.g.g. | endthat they may dwin their Saniour they iudge 

l al earthly things to be øf e and doung in compari- 

fon ofhim. But the ioy of the worldlings is 1 

r Creatura in the creature: Such was the ioy of 

e Luk.r2, t9. chat rich man, thus refoluing ¢ to liue at eafe, 

to eate, drinke, and take his paftime and pleafure 

inthe creatures. But God faid unto him, O foole, 

Angu, | this night they will fetch away thy foule from 

thee,dyE. 

The ioy ofthe godly, is Gaudium veritatis, a 

fIoh1717, | ioy of veritie and true ioy or the truth: £ Gods 

word és trath,but the ioy of the wicked is Gaudi- 

um vanitatis, aioy of vanitie, vaine oy, a perifh- 

ing pleafure, or in vaine, effectleffe things : fuch 

! was the ioy of 4bfolon , he had pleafure in his 

land, a{mall matter, which in the end became his 

£ 2,Sam,r8,9| halter; for diss head canghe hold of thicke a = 
7 an 


b 2.84am, 19. 
20. 


c Pfal, 16.5. 


=<  ~ p: ` 
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and he was taken up betweene the heanenand the 
earth,and after was flaine: b 
Theioy of the Saints is i» Materia immutabili, 
ina matter immutable, in Gods loue and fauour, 
hwhich is permanent and vnchangeable : but the | »1oh.33,1. 
ioy of the wicked is i#- Re convertibili, in athing 
asimmutable ; Such was the ioy of Haman ; he 
was ioyfulland of a glad heart, becaufegf the loue 
‘of a mortall King, whofe heart was foone chan- 
ged, and Haman fhamefully hanged. Jonah did 
not well, who k was exceeding glad of a gourd: for | x ioh.4.6, 
the next day aworme {mote the gourd that it withe- 
xed. Whoeuer fhall placetheir ioy ina corrup- 
tible matter, it will foone decay and vanifh. ` 
2 2. From the diverfitie of the ground, of the | Difference 
ioy of the godly and worldlings, proceedeth the | in the con- | 
| difference of the continuance of that ioy. As for | tinuance. 
the ioy of the elet, that which was fpoken to 
€hrifts Difciples, may bee applyed to them, 
1. Their hearts fhakkreioyce,and their toy hall no man | toh +6 sa. 
sake from them : yea they haue ioy in affliGion, i 
m reioycing in their faf erings, that they are counted | » Colta, 
worthy to fuffer rebuke for Chrifts name. For fure- 
ly,n Whenthe Lord hath ginen them thebread ofi nit, 3020, | 
aduerfitie, and the water of affliction, after they fhall 2g. ` 
baxe icy and gladneffe of heart , and a fong {hall bee 
unto them as in anizht when a folemne feaft is 
kept : © for their fhame, they fhail receine double glo-| or. 6, > 
rie; and for their confufion , they Jhall reioycein| = 
their portion: enerlafting ioy fhall be vato them, for 
it is grounded on God , P Whofe compafsions faile? Lam.3 22. 
not, qand'his mercy endureth for exer, | T adk 


i Eft,s.9. 


But 
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r Tob 20.5; 6, 
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t Pfal 16. x1, 
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u Rew.14.3. 


| ioy, when £ hee made a great feast to a thoufand 
Princes , and dranke wine with his wines and concu- 


- |full to their Sauiour , following the Lambe whi- 


-|pride, and after deftru&tion , as'may be fecne in f 
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But it is farre otherwife with wortdlings: their | ° 
ioy continueth not,it is the beginning of endleffe 
forrow:they may fay; Gandia principium nofiri 
funt certe doloris, when it departeth from them, it 
neuer rerurneth againe., 

Gandia non remeant, fed fucitina volant. 

And thus the £ resoycing of the wicked w fhort, 
and the toy of the hipocrites is but for a moment ; 
And if himfelfe fhall flieaway likeadreame and 
perifh for ener like his doung, fhall not alfo his plea- 
fore: And this ioy paffe away-from him, and 
peri(h fuddenly, as a vifion of the night ? 

Belthazar King of Babylon had fome worldly 


bines ; but that fame night incontinent his coun- 
tenance was changed , his heart troubled , and 
himfelfe flaine and deftroyed. So the delectati- 
on and pleafure of the wicked is perifhing, but 
the pleafure and profperitic of the Saints is per- 
manent,for they fhall be fet atthe t right hand o 
God,there are pleafures for eneymore, 

3. The effect of heavenly ioy is thankfulneffe 
to God, in life eternall, as that moft happie and 
notable company of the Lambe of God, praifing 
the Lord continually, u finging a new fong before 
the throne of his Mazeftie, being filled with toy,for 
their redemption & glorification,they are thank- 


therfoeuer he gocth. 
But the effe& of wicked ioy is fometimes 


x We-} 


‘ C nar. SAE Chrif cinch... | 

x Nebuchadnezzar and many others , 3 facrificing 

vto their swnenct, and burning incenfe Unto their i 

Jarne; becanfeby themtheir portion is fat andthein) o, -` 

meate plentious, whereof they reioyce and are glad: 

but their mirthfhall be changed into mourning, | 

and their gladneffe inte endleffe lamentation: Be- |* 
caule, wi gil 

| Po mandi gandia fequuntur aternalamenta, . | Angaflc -| 

Sometimes it is ldolatrie , albeit, afterward of 

commeth ruineand vtter extirportion; as may| — -..- 

be feene in Belhafhar, who dranke wine, and a-| 

bufing the confecrate veffels of the Lords Temple 

in Jerufalem , > praifed the falfe gads of gold and)» Dan.s.4; 

\of filuer , of braffe, of yron, of wood, of fione, wa 

fuddenly flaine. q y 

Neither is it wonder that wicked: and worldly) . > pq = 

ioy bring forrow and death ; ‘for2oft-times wee 

read, that naturall ioy and mirth, hath beene 

hurtfull and brought many to their graues very 

fpcedily ; as Diagoras of Rhodes;sthrough too | dal. Beli. 

much ioy , becaufe of the honour of his three | & C+ 

Victorious fonnes in feuerall exercifes at. Olym- 
pus, and of the admiration of the people. ap- 
plauding- him, felldowne deadyprefently:in that | p yayo.. 
place. “So Sophocles and Phelippides:the-Poets,| Didor ` 
ouercomming others‘in their poefie, died for! Suid, 
their prefent pleafure and great ioy : So-more | 
lately Sc#a~ an expert Captaine, when his 
fonne was reftored by the:meanes-of Barba- 

Prufa, inthe reigne of Sohma the Magnificent, 
he forioy, becaufe of therecouerie of his {oianic 
befide his expectation, ended his daies. ania | i 
peni h h ~ Seeing} — 


x Dan.4,27. 
a Hab, 1.15, 
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Sccing therefore this is the fruite of wic- 
“t “tked and’ worldiy ioy , that counfell of 
cIam pge | the Apofle. is needfull for them, Sorrow ye 
and weepe , let your laughter bee turned into 
mourning , and your ioy into heawinefe: other. 
'waies the fame fhall be the end of their pro- 
phane ioy , which is the ende of folly: for 
“Prowng ar |d foolifhnefe is icy to him that ts deflitute of vn- 

der ftandinz. : 
Properties | Fourthly, concerning the properties of this 
of this Ioy, | ioy giuen by Chrift: firft, It is heauenly: fe- 
f condly , fpiricnall: thirdly, crernall: fourthly, | 
vnipeakeable: fifthly, glorious : faxtly, internall: 
feauenthly, fullioy. 

Firft, It is heauenly, begun here, but chiefely 
referued for vsinthe heauens. ¢ Ia the Lord's pre- 
| fence ts fulneffe of ioy; ar his right hand are plea. 
pales; |fures for evermore, € The righteous hall reioyce 

and be glad, before God, Non eff gaudium cer- 
tum in hoc mundo, nec dealio, nec inalie, nec in 
te: Thereis no fureioy in this. world , neither 
-iof another, norin another, norin thy felfe. Pe- 
Augnft. rum gaudium in hoc mundo , nec eft, nec fuit, pec 
os erat, net effe pote : There isno trueioy, neither 
(| was, neither fhall be, neither can bee in this 
world; it commeth from heauen , and is com- 
pleate in heauen. 

SGals.22.,| Secondly, This ioyisfpirituall: ¢ The frwis 
of the fpirit wrought in the heart through the 
eS power of the holy Ghof, nota fiefhly, nora 
*"* | fenfuall delight which is contemned by the 

| Saints. 
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Thirdly, Irs internall , feeing itis calledk the x phit.;,26. 
ioy of faith , remaining in the godly : Although !lobtg.rr. 
fometime it appeare outwardly in them, ™ yea m Phal.68.3. 
that they leape for ioy, as was fecne in u. Dauid, "2 Sam.6,14 
while he brought the Arketohis Cite. j 

Fourthly, It is vinfpeakeable, as thofe o words 
whichthe Apofile beard in Paradife could not be fpo- 
kez, ic was not poffible for man to viter them. 
So it is with this ioy: and no wonder, that it fur- 
paffe the fpeech. of man , for it is of the na- 
ture of that peace, P which palfeth all vnder- |? Phil 4.7. 

‘| flanding.. 
Fiftly , It is glorious, for as the Apoftle faith, 
They that doe truly beleeue in Chrift Iefus, 
doe q reioyce with ioy vnfpeakeable and glorious >| Pare. | 
and no maruell , becaufe it is of the fame ioy | 


o 2 ÇCor.12.4, 


which the ii enioy hereafter in the king- 
domeof heauen- as that firft fight of the blind 
man, whereby he fhall fee men « “walke like trees, |* Mark. 8.24, 
K it was the fame fight whereby hee faw them a 
farre.off to be men cleercly, though it wasat the | 
firft more confufed; fothe begun and inchoate | 
ioy of the faithfull, which is giuen to them in 
this life, is vnfpeakeablé and glorious, and the | 
beginning of that celeftiall toy , which more 
perfectly and abundantly fhall ie ipari to 
them. 
Sixthly , It is an euerlafting ioy, called our 
f Maflersiey; as God [hall line for exer , fo -r f Math,25.21, 
ioy {hall remaine for euer, 
Seauenthly, Therefore alfo it is a t fu zo, | TEs 
An Ancient {peaketh of thisioy inthefe words ; 
hh 2 Gan-| 


i 
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Bernard. Gaudinm guod acceperis de Creato e , nemo. tollet 


ate, cm atrunde-comparatd omnis incunditas me- 
ror est omnis fuanstas dolor eft omne dulce amarum 
ef , ohini decorum fedum eft, ac poftremo omne 
quod delectare potest,molefium eft: The ioy which 
thou fhalt receiue of the Creator, none fall 
take it away from thee ; to the which all deleéta- 
tion gotten from any other; is mourning, all 
pleafantneffe i is forrow , all {weérneffe is bitter, 
all beautifall things is’ filthy ; and laftly; al de- 
lightfull things is troublefome. `. 

Fiftly, the -affurance of this ioy my Bee of 
great v{e to the godly. 
uHeb.tzg, | _ Firft, Tharthey (as Chrift did) n for the ioy 
that is fet before them may endure the croffe, and 
de[pife the fhavse of this world, 
_ Secondly, They may be perfwaded, x That 
God will reioyce ouer them , to doe them good, that 
2 I(a.62.9. a God will be glad of them, as a Bridegroome is 

|. | glad of the Bride , the Lord delighting in them, 

b Zeph.3.17, | > he will fane them, quiet himfelfe in his Loue, and 
cP, 118.15, | 0ce ouer them with ioja and thus © the voice of 
i joy and aelinerance jl the Tabernacles of the 
righteous continnaly. 


Vfes of the 
Ioy. 
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«+ Chrift giueth Peace. 


l S true and folid joy is wrought in the 
A heart of man by Chrift (not by the ver- 
etue of hearbes Helewinm Halicampani , 
| or Barrage, asfome dothaffirme) d fohe who is 
our peace, © will fpeake peace unto hys people, and to 
his Saints, that they turne not agatne to folly ; £ the 
Lord of peace will gine peace alwaies by all wecames; 
years he will fill his owne with allioy and pesce in be- 
leewing, fo thath the peace of Grd {hall rule in their 
hearts, feeing ‘st will be multiplied unto them, and 
abound as.ak flood. Nyy “qty: 
Before we attaine vnto this {pirituall peace, 
firt we muft fight! 4 good fowldzers of Tefis 
Chrif m the good fight of faith , and be well exer- 
cifed in that fpiritualge warrefare , the weapons 
whereof are not carn Mg but mizhiie through God to 
cast downe ftrong holds.™ - | 
Secondly, we muft refolue to ° endure Gods 
chaftening, correcting vs with diftreffe of minde, 
and trouble of confcience, before he fend vs glo- 
rious feelings of his comfortable prefence, and 
refrefh our p hearts and minds with that peace 
which palfeth all vaderflanding, that is in Chrift 
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goe before uellandturmoile, whichisin it, let vs confider 
Peace. —_| fome properties and prerogatiues thereof, 

3 7 Our fpirituall warrefareis: 1. Iuft and holy, 
Warfare. becaufe of Gods-appointmenr, that it fhould 
IGengas. | CONtinue qbetweene the feede of the woman and the 


Serpens,It is moft valike that warre of the Iewes, 


War muft | may be the more hardned to yndergocthe tra- 


© Numbz4. | that was againft « the Lords commandement and | 


åI. therefore they were vanquifhed and confumed. 
2. Itis neceflarie: otherwaics we cannot be 

obedient to God, for whofoeuer refufe this war- 

fare, they make defection , from their Creator, 

Cludg.7 a3, | neither fhall f Peace be unto them, (as it was vnto 


taSamay. | Gideon) who will not be content to t fehe the bat- 


i telsof the Lord with Danid. 
3. Itis admirable & wonderfull, becaufe there 
f is no exception of perfons, no priuiledge nor im- 


munitie granted to any from it.King,Prieft,rich, 
poore, young and old, man and woman, all and 
tIaag2e, |euery one of them muft fight vnder the" fand- 
ard. which Chrift fetteth vp to his people. The 
matter is not fo in this warfare, as iris in worldly 
warfare; for fome of the Lords people might 
xDeurzo, | lawfully haue left it, and * returned againe vn- 


536.7. to their howfes ; but none-at-all may forfake this 
warfare without difobedience and defection 
from God. 


*Rewzz17./ 4, Irisa continuall warfare, for the a Dragon ss 
wroth with the woman, and maketh warre with the 
remnant of her fede , which keepe the commande- 


i 
{ 


ment of God , and haue the teftimonie of Iefus| 


bYobr.7. | Chrift, Satan without any intermiffion > com- 


pafferh 


——— ad 
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pafeth the earth c feeking whome he may deuoure. | 1 Perg8.” 
Thed accufer ofthe brethren , which accufeth them | 4 Reu,12-10. 
before God day and night , ‘he fighteth alfo againft 
them day and night with irrecouerable hatred a 
and continual tentations, fo that the moft refor- 
med in thisearth cannot enioy fuch perfection 
of peace, but they will find that the ¢ fef lusteth} < Gat.s.17: 
againft the Spirit, and the Spirit againft the 
flefh, the barrell begun in their life, neuer alto- 
gether ended vntill the houre of death. 
5. This isa comfortable warfare, becaufe all 
Chrifts fouldiers may be affured of vndoubted 
victory, and that they are tof receise an incor-|¢ Pets, 
ruptible crowne of glory {eeing 8 thecaptaine of that | s Yots.r4, 
hast is h the mighty God, whoi will be with them | "Ma 9.6. 
alway, khe iudgeth and fighteth righteou/ly, he will) RE" Se: 
1 preferne his owne vito his heauenly kingdome,) | 2.Tim4.18 
where ™ clothed with long white robes , and palmes 
in their bands, they (hall triumph eternally, 
Albeit the Saintes be vncertaine, in what place. 
of the earth, in what nation or kingdome they 
muft fight and encounter with their enemies; Yet 
they are moft certaine in what place they thal 
triumph, namely in the kingdome of heaven. As 
the Romane fouldiers fent out by their Senat at}  Simih 
there departure knew not affuredly, in what 
place of the country they fhould find their ad- 
uerfarie to fightagain{t, but they were fure and 
certaine of the place where they thould triumph 
in eafe;{o they obtained the victory,to wit in the 
City of Rome, in prefence of the Senators.and 
for good reafon, becaufe the Senat did Minifter 
Ti 2 weapons 


m Reu 7,92 
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weapons and giue counfelltothem , and did fur- 
nilh, food, victualls, money, and other warlike 
prouifion with all neceffaries vnto them, 

So Chriftian fouldiers though they be igno- 
rant of the proper place ofthe battelli yerthey 
know well the place of their triumph, euen in 
the heauen,, in prefence of God, and before the 
Lambe, of whom they receaued counfell , 
ftrengtb, courage n without whom they could do no- 
thing, neither for Gods glory, nor there owne 
{aluation ; fothat every one of the Godly iuftly 
may fay with Dawid © Bleffed be the Lord my 
firength, which teacheth my bands to fight, and my 
fingers to battella: 

Now if men naturally will make warre to re- 
fift their enemie, and for the obtaining of out- 
ward peace for ( * bellum geritar, ut pax acqui- 
ratur.) 

Should not Chriftians gladly vndertake this 
fpirituall warfare top refift the dined , who then 
will fly from them, and tothe end they may en- 
ioy inward and fpirituall peace, and tranquillitie 
of minde. 

In this holy warfare that counfell and aduife 
which God did giue to his people, is worthy of 
continual remembrance and is of abfolute 
neccflitie, namely 9 when thou goeft outwith the 
hof againft thine enemies, keepe thee then from all 
wickedne(fe. | 

Againethou who defireft the fruition of this 
happy peace, muft be content firft to ffer fome 
vnquietneffe of minde , and griefe of con{cience 
which | 
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which hath been incident to the deareft feruants 
of God, as vnto patient Zo% thus complaining, 
r wher fore hide/t thou thy face,and takest me for thy 
Jenemie? wilt thou breake a kafe drinen toand fro, 
and wilt thou perfue the dry fiubble? thos writeft 
bitter things againft me , and makest me to pofelfe 
theiniquities of my youth, thon putte/ my feet in 
the fiockes and the arrowes of the Almighty are in 
me, the venome whereof doth drinke vp my Spirit, 
and the terrous of God fight againft me. Loe the 
wonderfull perturbation, and gricuous perplexi- 
tie of the afflicted Saint, appointed for Glory , 
peace and happineffe ! Likewife Dauid himfelfe 
was wonderfully caft-downe and difquieted 
with griefe ofminde, and anguifh of his foule, 
and thus complaineth , t Thine arrewes , O Lord, 
hath light upon me , Lam weakned and fore broken, 
Troave for the very gviefe of mine heart my firencth 
faileth, and the Light of mine eyes, enen they are not 
mine owne. Againe, inanother place, “wid the 
Lord abfent him/felfe for euer , and will be fhew no 
more fauour ? Is his mercie cleane gone for euer ¢ 
doth hispromife faile for euermore 2 Hath God for- 
gotten to be mercifull ? hath he fhut-uphis tender 
mercies in difpleafure! and I faid, This ts my death: 
yet at length that holy man = found ref unto his 
foule, whenathe Lord did put away his finne, and 
bdelinered him out of the hands of all his enemies. 
This trouble of minde, wherewith the Saints 
are exercifed, is moft vnlike to that defperate 
horrour of confcience, wherewith the wicked 
are plagued, becaufe¢ sheir hope fhall. be griefe of 
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minde, and their refuge fhall perilh : they 4 fhak 


bee continually as a woman that tranelleth of 
childe, theye hall flee when none perfueth them, 
they fhall bee like the raging fea that cannot reft, 
there fhall bee no peace vnto them, for their g bed is 
firaight that it cannot fuffice, their couering, it is 
narrow that they cannot wrap themfelues, there- 


hTobis.2g. | fore h affliction and anguifh [hall make them a- 


i Marke 9.44, 


Lipf. 


k pPet.1. 67. 


; 1-Per.¢.6, 


™ Tob ¢.18. 


fraide, i their worme dieth not, the fire nener goeth 
ont, they are tormented for euer. Ft cruczarti 
Romano ritu crucem fuam ferebant, ipfi ab ea mox 
ferendi : Sic impiis omnibus confcientie crucem 
Deus impofait in qua peñas luant antequam luant, 
As thefe Malefactours worthy of torment (after 
the cuftome of the Romanes ) did beare their 
owne Croffe, themfelues incontinent to bee 
borne and tormented thereupon; fo God hath 
laide the Croffe of the con{cience vpon all the 
wicked, whereon they may bee punithed here 
temporally, before they bee punifhed internally 
hereafter. 

But the godly k are in heawineffe for a fea- 
fon , through manyfolde tentations , oftentimes 
through griefe of minde and trouble of their 
conf{cience, that the tryall of their Faith being 
much more pretious then gold that perifheth, might 
be found, vnto their praife and honour, and glory, 
at the appearing of Zefus Chrif ; shey 1 are firft 
humbled, and afterward exalted : They are af- 
flicted, that the more they may bee comforted. 
God m maketh their wound, and his hand maketh 
them whole : they hane trouble, that they may haue 

greater | 
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greater u peace, © they are dead with Christ, that 
they may alfo liue with him ; p grafied with him to 
the fimilitudeof his death, that euen fo they may 
be to the fimilitude of his refurrettion, {uffering 
with him, that they may reigne with him in his 
glorious Kingdome. 

Yet forafmuch as this trouble of minde, and 
griefe of confcience, is very fearefull and terri- 
ble to the godly themfelues, (for a the fpirit of 
a man will fuftaine his infirmities; bat a wounded 
firit who can beare it?) Therefore forthe efchew- 
ing of the extreamitie of this vexation of the 
minde, it fhall bee expedient to declare fome to- 
kenspreceeding this horrour of confcience. As 
the Philofopher fetteth downe certaine fignes 
which goe before an Earth-quake, viz. Firft, 
darkeneffe and obfcuritie , the Sunne being 
Miftie without any cloud: Secondly, calme- 
neffe of the Aire: Thirdly, coldneffe. So the 
fame are the inward tokens fore-fhewing that. 
trouble of confcience is to come : Namely, r. 
darkenefle of minde, if one r fumble at the noone- 
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day as in the nieht,& with fob for a time,cannot |€ Job 13,24, 


fee the louing face of God, neither enioy, nor 


walke (as he accuftomed to doe ) ¢ 7 the light of) t Pla.g9.15, 


she Lords countenance, 2. When a godly man 


hath fallen into finfull fecuritie, and doeth not | / 
u feare alway, but for a feafon fleepeth in his in-{ u Pre,13.14. 


iquitic,as D avid after he had committed that ter- 
rible fin of murder and-adulterie, vntill the time 
hee wasawaked by Nathans minifterie, * fent to. 
him from the Lord: 3. When mans heart is not fo 
enflamed | 
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enflamed with the zeale of God as it fhould bee, 
but hath a deft his firft loue, and his charitie is 
waxed cold, 

If therefore thou bee afraide of this inward 
horrour, and painefull gnawing of a wounded 
fpirit, and of a tormenting confcience: Firft, la- 
bour diligently, that thou c be the childeof light, 
and tod walks asachilde of light, approoning that 
which ts pleafing to the Lord , forfaking the 
wayes,and e cafting away the workes of darkenelf e: 
Secondly, £ Bee awake and firengthen the things 
which remaine, that are readie to die, continue 
not inthe fearefull flumber of finfull {ecuritie: 
Thirdly, Bees very Xealous (with Elijah) forthe 
Lord God of hoftes, of his honour and glory ; Bee 
not h wearie of well-doing, for in due feafon thon 
[hale reape, if thou faint not. 

After the mighty winde, which brake the 
Mountaines,and rent the Rockes ; after the Fire, 


| and Earth-quakes i there came a till and foft voyce 


tothe manof God : Soafter warfare, the batrels, 
the griefe of minde, and trouble of confcience, 
then true tranquillitie: k peace and mercie {hall be 
vpon the Ifract of God. 

In handling of this point, this order {hall bee 
kept: re We will {peake of the forts of peace : 
2. Of the authourthereof: 3. Towhomitis 
ginen: 4. From what things it proceedeth : 5. 
Which are the effeétes thereof: 6. How it 
fhould bee retained: 7. Of the vfes of this 
Doctrine. ; 

Firft, let vs remember, thatthere is a double 

peace: 


o » 
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r. A falfe and deceiting peace of the wicked : 

For when they fhall fay, | Peace and fafetie, then 
hall come vpon them fuddaine defiruction, as the 
trauell upon a woman with childe, and they hall not 
efcape. Alas, many will fay, ™ Peace, peace, when 
there is no peace : Theynwill looke for peace, but 
nogeod wil come, and for atime of health, but be- 
hold trouble and vexation : fuch peace is not the 

gift of Chrift. 
Againe there is atrue peace, appertaining to 


‘| the godly, which is inthe Lord Tefus, a good 


peace of the Militant Church, whereby they 
ouercome temptations, and a better peace of the 
triumphant Church,whereby they are freed and 
deliuered from all temptations. 

Secondly,God is the Author and giver of this 
peace,° The God of peace muft fanctifie vs through 
out ,~ and tread Satan under our feete fhortly ; 
q he mufi bee with vs continually, t and the Lord of 
peace will giue vs peace alwayes by ak meanes. Telus 
Chrift alfo beftoweth this peace, and tranquilli- 
tie; forf hee i our peace , which hath broken the 
partition wall, and preached peace vuto vs, that he 


might reconcile vs vanto God, As heeis King of 
righteoufneffe, hee is alfo King t of Salem, King 


of peace, heeu whofe dominion is from Sea to Sea, 
and from the Riner to the end of the Land, bee fhall 
cake peace unto the Heathen, which fhall x rule in 
the hearts of his chefen, ‘ 
Chrift a the Prince of peace, procureth our 
peace and reconciliation with God much more 
furely,and firmely, then Joab could procure 4b- 
“ Kk faloms 
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faloms peace with Daud ; for it endured but 

for avery fhort time , and chercafter followed 

b3,Sami8. | Treafon, Warre, and b dbfaloms deftiuction : 

17. But the peace which Chrift giueth, is eternall, 

Dg and endureth. for euer, without change or alte- 

c Ia.g410. ration. ¢ For the Mauptaines fhail remoone, and 

> © | the Hils fhal fall downe, but his mercie fhal not 

depart from his owne, neither fhall the Conenant 

of his peace fall away : therewith fhall be ioy, 

fafetie, and eternall faluatione That Couenant of 

a Ezechgz. | peace which he maketh, ¢ is an enerlafling Coue- 

26. nant, hee will fet his Sanctuary among them for 

exermore, be will bee their God and they fhal be his 

PE people : When he gineth peaceand quretnelfe, sho 
can make trouble or vexation ? 

16 & Hem Thirdly, Chrift will gine this peace, to thofe 

A that fearehim. £f Leui feared the Lord, and was 

ue peace ; l 

por afraide before his name, andthe Lord made a Co- 
Is giuen. ; —* 

fMalaz.s. | uenant of life end peace with him.2. To thofe that 


loue his Word ; 8 They that loue thy Law ( faith 
Dauid ) fhall hane great peace, and they fhal hane 
no hurt. 3. To thofe who with happie Ieho- 
4.|fhaphat, 4 feeke the Lord God, and walke in his 
_| Commandements, i As his Kingdome was quiet, 
and God gaue him reft on euery fide, £o doubrleffe | 
his heart was quiet and fetled in hisGod, who} 
gaue him alfo inward peace, and tranquilitie of 
minde: 4. Tothofethat with ( Afa )k doe good | 
and right in the eyes of the Lord, s. Tothofe who | 
l feeke peace and follow after ct, 6. Chrift will 
leaue m his peace, and gine his peace to his Di- |. 
feiples notas the World gitteth. 7:Fo then fonnes 
of peace, for peace fhallrest upon them for ener. 
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If therefore thou feare God, loue him, doing 
right in his eyes, follow peace and be Chrifi 
Difciple and the Sonne of peace, peace fhall be 
with thee: but all thofe that rebell againft the 
Lord, contemne his word, who are giuen to 
contention, who refufe his inftrudtion , Ged wko 
o hateth all them that worke iniquetie, will abhorre 
them alfo, they fhall not be partakers of this 
peace, nor tranquillitie which is a priuiledge ap- 
pertaining to the righteous feruing Godin fpirit, 
in truth and finceritie. hp: 

Fourthly, This p peace isa fruct of the holy Spi. 
rit, whereby the children of God doe receiue 

ithe comfortable affurance of this adoption, and 
| athey cry Abba Father, and the fame {pirit, that 
true“ comforter abiding with them for eucr, doth 

furnifh vnto them abundance of inward peace 

and heauenly confolaticn. 2. Itisan effect of 

| luftifying faith, £ For being suftified by faith, we 
baue peace towards God, through our Lord lefus 

Chrift. 3. This faith as it worketh pietie and 

deuotion, fo it t worketh by Charity and bro- 

therly affe&ion, of which proceedeth a god- | 

ly life and holy conuerfation, which furely | 

yeeldeth inward reftand peace of confcience, 

|euen in time of trouble and affliction, as the 
|holy Apoftle of hisowne experience » witnef- 
feth. 4. That * good hope which God eucn the Father 

which hath loued vs, hath ginen vs , worketh this 

happie peace in vs : this hope perfwadeth vs, 

that albeit wich Chrift our eldeft brother wee 

2 endarethe Crofe and fuffer paine and moleftati- 
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on here; yet afterward we fhall alfo b eater into 
his glorie, and ¢ trafting in bim we fhall poffeffe his 
holy mountaine, which is a great caufe of truc 
peace and contentment. 

Fiftly concerning the effects of this peace, we 
wil remember foure of them. Peace caufeth pro- 


fame, they who receiueth it, fhall be found in 
peace and bleffed for ever. 

1. This peace bringeth profperity. d Therefore 
(as Elipaz counfelleth)acquaint thy /elfe, 7 pray 
thee, with the Almighty, and make peace with him, 
aske peace of him, thereby thou fhalt haue prof- 
perity, and the light {hall fhine upon thy wayes. 

2 This peace will be'a defenceto the heart:for 
after this way the Apoftle teftifieth, e she peace o 
God which pafeth all underftanding hall preferue 
your hearts and mindsin Chrif lefas. 

For our louing God, who appointed fixe 
Cities of refuge, for the fafery £ of the flayer, 
which flue any perfon unawares, he alfo prouideth 
and beftoweth this peace asa Citie of refuge'the 
fafety and preferuation of a finner who truly re- 
turneth to him. 

_ And feeing our prouident Father hath a care of 
the Does, of the Roes, and ofthe Contes,in that 
he appointeth g the Ligh mountaines.and the rocks 
to be arefage for them: willhe neglect his faithfull 
feruants, or will he be careleffe of his deare chil-' 
dren? No:for his i peace fhallbe multiplied to them, 
wherby they fhal be comforted and preferued,ic 
hall be to them a refuge in time of calam:tieand 
affliction. 3. This 


* 
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3. This peace gouerneth and moderateth the | k Col 3.15. 
heart. k Let the peace of God rule in your hearts, Pte he 
faith the Apoftle. It forulethasa Iudge deci-| Arfos. 
ding controuerfies, and remoouing doubts, or as | Vide An. 
a commander of thole, who prooue Maftery by | rotatio. 
putting an end to their painefull exercife,there | Maira D. 
wraltlings and combats, and fo by bringing reft | 3%« 
and quietneffe to that foule where it remaineth, | %51!» 

4. Who fo haue gotten this peace, 1 They wild |1 z Pet 3.1.4. 
be diligent that they may be found of God in peace, | How this 
without (pot and blameleffe, they fhal receiue eter- | peace is 
nall felicitie and happineffe. retained. 

_ Sixtly; this peace is retained by confeffion of 

our finnes , and true repentance. m When we hide | = Piala: 3, 
our iniquities , our bones aré confamed-our hearts 

are troubled : but when we acknowledge our 

finne, God will forgine the puniment thereof, and 

comspaffe vs with peace and ioyfull delinerance, 

2. We keepe this peace, by n ef¢hewing enill, |= Pal. 34.4 
and doing good, by feeking and following after the 
fame: for ifo our iniquities haue feparased betweene © Ifa, sga, 
Ged andus, and our finnes hane hid his face from | 
vs, that he will not heare, then our righteoulnel{e | 
in Fefùs, and true faith inhim, will make vs to | 
Pdraw neere to our God,andto 9 hane peace towards , ae 
him : when wer deny uncodlinefve, and worldly °sRoms.1, 
lufts and worke no intquities , but walke in Gods ç pitata: 
maies, and keepe his precepts diligently , then the vp lide 3: 
willlift vp thelight of his countenance vpon vs, uin "Hags:8, 
an acceptable time he will heare vs and inthe day of 
faluation he will heip vs, he will preferue vs and | 
giue hiscouenant of mercie and peace vnto vs.. | 

4 If 


f eee lin bis fight when he is angry? Whocan ftand before 

E 10b33. 13. | bis wrath, or abide the fercenclfe of his furie? g God 
| & greater then man, wherefore fhould he flriue 4- 

| gainft him, who doeth not piue accompt of his mat- 
h Plal.r3q. 7. | terse andhwhrther fhallmango from hin, and fy 
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If wex abide in Chri, as we thal! haue peace 
here , fo when be [hall appeare, we may be bold 
and not be afbamed before him at his comming: and 
the counfell of that wife man is very profitable 
for the entertaining of this peace, a Loyne thy felfe 
vate God, and depart not away ,then thou thalt not 
| be difquieted nor deftroyed, but comforted and 
| intreafed at the lafi end, 
 b Griene not the holy [pirit of God the fruit wher- 
of is peace, gentleneffe and eoodneffe, 

Thus by confeffing our finnes, by amendment 
of ourliues, by abiding in Chrift,by keeping the 
good fpirit,we fhall keepe this inward peace and 
quietneffe. | 

Laftly , for the vfe ofthis do@trine, It thould 
be our principall ftudy cto kaow iz this our day 
thofé things , which belong vnto our peace, and to 
trauell with all endeauour that they be not bid 
from ouv eyes. 

After the knowledge of them, wewill feeke 
earnefly to haue this peace in Chrift with God, 
and hauing obtained the fame, d Then the ‘tones of 
the field fhall be in league with vs, dy the beasts of the 
field fhallbe at peace with vs: Lamentable and 
dolefull is the eftate of all who art at variance, 
and enmitie with the Adnighty. € Who hall hand 
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from his prefencer. 


Indeed 


o 


CHAP. XIV. 


Indeed deroboami fed from Salomoninto Egypt, 
and was fate with Shifhoi. But hek that flyeth from 
God, hall not fly away, bis enemies that efcape for a 
time fball. not be delineread > though they dizgeinto 
the hell, or clime vp tothe heanen, or hide them: 
felues tn the bostome of the Sea, yet thence his hand 
will take them, and punifh them. k 
Albeit, Zosah fuppofed that 


Chrif gineth Peace. 


he might! fleeto 


farre difappointed , and for his foolifhneffecor: 
rected. "As for vs therefore, m Jt #sgood for vs to 
draw ncere to our God ; and to be at peace with 
him that the omniporent God n may he on our 
fide then ?. farely his fasation:hall be neere to vs, 
righteonfuelfe and peace fhall kiffeoue another mer- 


fortable, and not-terrible, ds it was to ther PAL: 
ftims, If thou obraine and enterraine this peace 
with Chrift, thou fhalt finde his power: 1. ‘Fo 
be a delivering s:2.°A ‘nourifhing: 32°A -defen: 
ding: 4. A conferring + s. Andan honoúring 
power, as Abrahams power was for Let, 1 whe 
delinered him taken prifoner: as lofephs power 
was for his brethren : *4e comforted and nourifh- 
ed them and their children in the time of famine : 
as Mofes power was for the Ifraelites , to defend 
them, and kill the Egyptians : as Jefhna his power 
was forhis countrey people, to give them a good 
land, and ant inheritance: as Daniels power was 
for his companions, to bring them to pms 
an 


| Tar [hifh from the prefenceof the Lord ;.yet he was. 


cie and truth Jhal meet and eur Lord {hak give 
good things unte vs : thes bis all-fufficient power | 
| (hall be for vs,and-not againtt vs sicthallbecom: 
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*Dan2-49- | and preferment, u To fet themouer the charge of 
the Prouince of Babel, So Chrifts power willbe 
*Lukt.74. | extended in thy fauour, x To deliner thee out of 
1Ephg.29. | Pehandsof all thine enemies, abcwillnourifh and 
b Pial. 32.25. | cherifh thec as his. owne Spoufe, heb will faue thee 
and defend thee from the Lyons month , from the 
| hornes of the Vnicorne, from the power of the Dog, 
i from thé malice of all chy ftrong and cruell ene- 
“Palté.6. | mies, he will giue toitheea ¢ farre heritage, ina 
14 Heb12.28.| pleafant place, ad kingdome which cannot be (haken, 
eae t17 | he will beftow vpon thee, ¢ eternal honour and 
ee V incorruptible crowne of glorie. 
| Butthinke not to enioy here pure and perfec 
. . ,| peace, without any trouble or fighting, Talis 
hand pax eft, vbinullum eft bellum , nalla contradictio, 
a bi tilt eoleftiopgainnbic babu 

| „que hic haberi non poteft. Such 
peace is in the heauen, where there isno warre, 
no contradiction, where nothing maketh refi- 
ftance, which cannot be obtained heere. Pacem 
[Jummam obtinebimus in patria, nobis inter nos, & 
cum ipfo Deo. In our natiue countrey we fhall 
receiue great peace, pure and perfect peace to 
our felues, amongft ourfelues, and with God 

himfelfe. ` 


e r CHAP. 


- —- e 


-peace with Jehu, but it was refufed , and he de- 
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Cuar. XV. 


Chrift gineth Grace. 
A S Tefus Chrift of his gracious goodneffe 


vouchfafeth vpon his owne true and 
happie peace,(whereof the moft profane 
Atheift at one time , when the righ- 
teous Iudge doth come to Iudgement will bee 
moft defirous, like Iehoram , who g witht 


g 2.King.9: 
2 « - 


hy. Theff.4. 
16. 


ftroyed,) whea h the Lord fhal! deftend from 
heauen with a fhoute, cr with the voice of the Arch- 
anzel, and with the trumpet of God i with power 
and great glory; then the moft fenfelefle and 
flothfull finner, would be glad of peace, which 
will vtterly bee denied to him. So likewife 
Chrift, k Theosly begotten Son of the Father, who 
ts full of grace and truth, of his plenitude and 
fulneffe will giue grace to vs, who by nature are 
eracelefle, 

Boaz did not fuffer Ruth to depart from him 


i Mat, 24 33- 


k Toh. £4. 


l emptie, but gane her fixe meafures of Barley ; for | iRuth.z.17. - 
he was aman of wealth and m great pewer. ™ Ruth-g.t, 


Fefùs Chrift, whofe power is infinite, and 
whofe fauour is furpaffing great, will not fuffer 
his owne feruants to bealwaies emptie,but they 
Mhail be í filed with the holy Ghoft, and filled with 
grace, and with the fruits of righteoufaelfe, ac- 

LI cording 


"AQ.4, 31 
o Phil. rz. 


268 |\Cuar. XV. Chrif giveth Grace. 


cording to that meafure,which he thinketh = 
expedient for.them.. | 

God who willed his people to beftow pa libe- 
| rad reward upon their poorebrethren, and not to 
|letthem goe away emptie after fixe yeeres fer- 
I| uice, He himfelfe will be much more liberall and 
| bountifull, he willbe aq Buckler to his apne, and 
1s Reu, az. r2, AON exceeding great reward. When he commeth, 
his rewardis with him: At his fecond comming 
[he willgiue glorie at his firft comming into our 
hearts, he bringeth grace with him. 

Concerning “this benefite, which is the moft 
{peciall good, we receive in this earth, we will 
fpeake briefely of thefe particular points:.1.--Of 
on cone. of grace: 2. Of theneceflitie of 

. Of the comelinefle thereof: 4. Of the 
viilise and profite of it: 5. Of the ftabilitic 
thereof: 6. Of the effects of grace: 7. To 
| whom iris giuen: 8. Of fome vfes. 

Beginnings}. Firft, he who is the fountaine of grace, giveth 
of grace ordinarily. two beginnings of it: 1. A defire.of 
į defire ther- | grace: 2. Apurpofe of amendment. 

| This defire of grace procecdeth from grace, 

and it isa fure argument that fome grace is ‘alrea- 
dy wrought, and that itis not altogether defici- 
ent and lacking, where that defire remaineth. 

Asaficke man defiretiithe. windowes of his 
houfeto be opened, thar hemay ger ayreto be 
\refrefhed. This his defire arouetht not, that alto- 
gether he wanteth ayre, for “then his life could 
{not continue, he would incontiriently be choa- 
ked, bur that. already she: hath fome ayre, and 
thirfteth 


P Deu.ry.13. 


a Gen., 


The order 
heere ob- 
ferued. 


— p 
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thirfteth for the fame iuyceabundantly : fo the 
defire of graceis no token of the want of grace, ! 
but a beginning of further grace, and a fure] 
pledge that it will come fhortly more plenti-| 
fully. 

Yet lec vs remember: : Firft, that our defire 
fhould not bee inconftant and fleeting, but con- 
ftant and continuing, like Dawids defire ; £ One 
thing I haue defired that Iwill require : Secondly, 
our defirefhould bee accompanied with an ear- 
neft care to vfe lawfull meanes, whereby wee 
may attaine to it, like £ Zacheus, hee-defired to 
fee Telus, aud could not for the preafeof the people, 
becaufe hee was of alow fature ; wherefore hee. 
yan before, and climed up into a wilds fig-trez ihat | 
hee might fee him , Hee carefully (as weefhould | 
doe) vfed meanes to accomplifh his defire, 

It isthe cuftome of the reprobate to defire and. 
with for grace and good things |~but to vfe no: 
meanes to come toit, As Ba/zam defired good) 
‘land wifhed tou die the death of the righteous but 
cared not to liue the life ofthe righteous. His 
defire was no good defire like to the defire of the 
righteous. 

The Lord* worketh this will and defire, alfo the 
deede enen of his good pleafure. 2. Hea heareth that 
defire which he werketh and bendeth his eare toit: 
3. A defire andbwailling minde , it is accepted of 
God , according to that a man hath , and not accor- 
ding to that he hath not: 4. This delire wrought, 
heard, accepted of God fhall be fulfilled, and | . ree 
fatisfied.eBlefed are they which hunger and thirft |“ S$ 

Li 2 


aE 


CP fal, 27.4. 


t Luk,19.3. 


It: 


b g,Cor.8. 12, 


u Numb.33, : 


xPhila.rgs’ | 
2Pfal.ro. 17. | 
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for richteou{ne(fe, for they Jhallbe filled; againe pur- 
pofe of amendement of life, and a conftant deter- 
mination to worfhip & honor God by an honeft 
and godly conuerfation, isa fure beginning of 
grace and happinefle: therefore Barnabas {fent 
forth. from the Church which wasat Ierufalem 
to goe to Antioch, when he was come he exhorted 
ak that with purpoc of heart they wonld cleane unto 
the Lord, & continue with him that exhortation 
then giuen vnto the Antiochians, which is moft 
needful] for all Chriftians , and that euery one 
may fay with holy Dauzde, O Lørd , thon art my 
portion, I haue determined to keepe thy words : and 
with Hezekiah! Now I purpofe to make a couenant 
with the Lord God of Ifrael, that be may turne away 
bis:flerce wrath frm Vs.. s- 

This purpofè;'as ir was in the prodigall fonne 
refoluing,s to rifeand goe to his father, to confefle 
his finnes humbly, and to craue pardon earneftly; 
fo it will be alfoia allthe children of God, and 
this refolution, with that godly defire,is the true 
beginning and feminarie of faving grace, and feli- 
city. 

But let vs remember , ‘that this defire is not a 
naturall defire or flefhly (for that is b she defire of 
the wicked which fhall perih) bur it is a. fpirituall 

efire and heavenly,the defire of our foule will 


{be to Gods name, andthe remembrance of him: 


In-.qualitate defiaerg potest mens honefta cognofce: 
Inthe quality of the defirean honeft minde may 
be knowne. Some forrow will alfo accompany - 


this defire. The Ifraelites who‘ remembred Iera- 
falem, 


` 
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falem being moft defirous to remaine there,were 
forrowfull for their banifhmentin Babylon , and 
their abfence from Ierufalem.|-The Jfraelof God |! Gal,6, 16. 
who longethand lananifhesh for grace, willbe moft 
forrowfull for the decay and want of grace. 
Moreouer, this defire, Crefcét dilatione; fian- | 07S 
tem dilatione deficii, defiderinms. verum non fuit: fip ee 
Groweth by delay,but ifby delay the fame fhall P "7 
diminifh or decay, that hath. not bin any true 
defire. | 
And as concerning the purpofe to ferue God, 
it muft tend to practife, and end at performance: 
for we fhould be ™ doers of the werd and will of 
God , and not hearers onely, deceauing our owne | mtam. 3.43. 
felues. Then» we (hall be iuftified here, whereas the |n Rom., 13, | 
onely hearers of the law are not righteous before 
God , And hereafter o we fhal eater into the king- | oMath,7, 21. 
dome of heauen,when we doe our fathers will which 
winheauehn o | l | 
Thus when practife is conioyned with our. 
fetled purpofe, p by an affured purpofe,God will pre- ? \la.28.3. 
ferne perfect peace vnto vs, as the Prophet | 
fpeaketh. . . T 
Next, touching the neceffitie of grace ,.q “et Neceflity 
us hane grace, whereby we may fo ferueGod, that ofprace. 
we may pleafe him with renerence and feare., in ° Heb.12.28, 
which words the Apoftle plainly telleth vs, that. 
grace is moft neceflarie, without the which , we. 
can doe no pleafure nor no feruiceto God. | i 
rwe belecue (faith Peter) through the grace of : A&.x15.11. 
our Lord Iefus Chrifi, tobefaned. IF faluation be. 
needfull fo is grace, whereby we attaine to falua-' | 
Ll; tion. 


\ 
me a ree re 
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August. ti tion. Sine gratia Wee infantes,nec atate grandes falni 
de natura © | fieri pofuni. Without grace neither young nor 
gratia, old can be faued, ° | 
The true Chriftians.. and elect brethren. at 
Antiochia knew well the neceffity of grace, and 
‘AG. 15.40. | therefore they f commended Paul and Silas de- 
| parting from thertyfor the vifitation & confirma- 
| tion of the Saintes, vnto the grace of God; being 
1, Tin,4-16 | aflured that by grace, They would © take heede 
vntothemfelues, and unto learning , and totheir 
| hearers, and continue in their calling, thatin fo 
doing they might both fane themfelues and 
| thofe that heard them. 
| Asallthofe who were without the arke,albeit 
they had worldly wit,ftrength,riches,and earth- 
ly glory, yet they " perifhed, and were drowned 
“Eph 12. | in thé flood : foallthofe that arex without God 
inthe world, without Chrift, wanting grace, and 
*Luk,13-3- | repentance, a/hall ikewifeperi{h, aud haue their 
Reua1 8. | part in the lake which burneth with fire and brim- 
c Prou irg, | fone, No knowledge no fireneth no benour noc ri- 
| ches auaileth them in the day of wrath, whoare 
deftitute of grace and righteoufnefle. 
Croft. Cryfoftome by a comparifon declareth how 
neceflary grace is forvs. As a rudder is needfull 
toafhip ; fo grace isneceflary for the fafety of 
our foules. Sicut manis fracto gubernaculo ilac 
ducitur vbi tempeftas impellerit : Sic et homo di- 
aine gratia auxilioperdito , illuc ducitur, es ilud 
agit per peccatum, quod Diabolus valt. Asa fhip, 
the rudder being broken, is driuen to that place, 
where the tempett forceth it - Soa man bre 
O 


u Gen.7.21. 


—— 
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loft thehelpe, of Gods grace, is diiuen there 
and: doth: thar: by finne:, which the deuill wil- 


Heth. 


Thirdly, grace isthe moft comely ornament. 


| &Pharaohs ring, theGarments of fine linnen, that 
| golden thaine, was not‘fo brave an ornament:to 
! Tofeph, as grace was.: ` 

Jo The Princely e appatrell of Abafhuers/h,his beft 


horfe, his royall crowme,was not fo oo an orna- 


| ment to-Mordecatas grace was. '* 


“Thet bef robe, the precious ring, the new Wikies, 
was ‘not'{o great an ormamentto the prodigal 
race Was. 

Ifgrate be lacking,neither mabe g ira clothes, 
neither Abfolons b yave beautie | “who had no 
blemifh iñ his whole body ,; neitheri Zezabels 
painted face nor tyred head , will. be a continual] 


fand fufficient ornamente -= 
‘For he who Without gracehath Sah apparel | 
and rare beauty, he hath alfo, *welumocalis, 


laqueum pedibas-,-vifcum alis qaibus detinetur, 
vèra di hfiernere virint equi, aut inaltune ewelare 
añimo; a vaile couering his-eyes, a {nare holding 
his feete, birdlime entangling his wings, where- 


by heis detained to difcerne verity , to follow 
vertue, andromount vp in his mindeto the con- | 
templation Of fheauenly things. Ae | 


“Who fohdth -receiued: grace; may fay with | 
the Spouife of Chri: 2am blacke, but comely as 


‘the tentsaf Redar “and asthe curtaines of Salomon, 


L amal ‘\gloviogs ana beautifull: withiv and ane 


es 


k Gen,27.153 


hang intd the fame smageof the Lord: if om glory 7) 


Grace is 
the beft 
ornament, 
d Gen.g2-42, 


e ER.6.IL 


f Lukarg.z2. 
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"Plal.8-5- | to glory, as by the [pirit of the Lord .» lam crowned 

Hebra.7, | with honour, glory and worfhip, and fer abone the 
F | workes of Gods hands, l 

Grace pro-| . Fourthly, concerning the neceffitie of grace ; 

we the Apoftletelleth vs, shat godlineff e us profita- 

1 THO. e things, {o grace which is thegtound of 

| true vertue and godlineffe is profitable vnro all 

things, both for efchewing euill, and obtaining 


of good. =- rt € 
P Iam.4.7. By p grace wee [fubmit our-[elnes to-God, aña wee 
Aangust.  reffi thedinel, fothat he fleeth from vs : Gratia 
Simi!, Dei, 4 Demonum dominatione liberats As where 


Sothernwood, Lyfimathus, or Calamint are 
laide' or grow, there venemous beafts remaine 
not, burfleeaway : So where the grace of God 
is, Sathan and finne, and euill motions depart. 
Men by nature are proneto doe wickednefle,aad 
aereg.3. |q they proceede from enill to worfe, but* the grace 
ae of our Lord is excteding abundant, by which we 
mil, s . 
are re{trained and preferued. i 
Like as a fpring-locke which of it felfe can 
fhut, but cannot vnlocke without a key ; euen fo 
wee of our felues may fall into wickednefle, and 
C yPetg3. |1 Walke in wantonunelfe, and unne to the excelfe of 
riot, but we cannot returne, and come out of the 
t Phl84 11. | fame, without the key of Gods grace, t forthe 
Lord God is the Sunne and fhield vnto vs, theLord 
will gine grace and glory, and no good thing will 
bee with hold from them that walke uprightly. 
Anguft. Sine gratia Det nemo aliquid benefacit, quia 
quod malefacit, ipfius homing est, quod facit bene, 
de bencfirp Dei eft. Without the grace of God, 
| none 


4 


——- 
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none doeth any thing well, becaufe a man doing 
enill, it is his owne deed; that which heedoeth 
well, is fromthe benefit of God. 

If the holy Apoftle Paul defired Marke, to 
bee brought to him, becaufe hee was u profitable 
unto him to minifler ; wefhould rather with that 
grace may bee giuen to vs, which will bee moft 

| profitable vnto vs, to bea matter to‘ouer-rule vs, 
cto reigne by vighteou{neffe unto eterval life, to 
bee our guide to direct vs, our helper to affift vs, 
and to worke every good worke in vs, Gratia 
omnia operatur bona, faith the Auntient ; as alfo, 
Nihil eft homo fine gratia Dei: A man is nothing 
without the grace of God, yea worfe thenno- 
thing, euen companion te Satan in finne and mi- 
ferie, Graceis profitable. 1. Becaufe wee are 
elected by grace, therefore it is called a the elecii- 
onof grace, 2. Becaufe of our vocation. Wee 
withthe Apoftle, are b feparased from the wicked 
world, and called by grace. 3.° Becaufe we are 
cjuftified, by grace, and made heires according to 
the hope of eteynal life, 4. Wee dare faned by 
grace. 5. Becaule the ¢ heart i flablifhed with 


— ~ 
=> 


ftabilitie, and faluation, are by the free grace of 
Godthrough Iefus Chrift. 

Fiftly, graceis the free fauour of God,where. 
by it -pleafech his Mateftie to. make vs his deere 
children, which truely beleeue in ‘Chrift: Tt 


is molt {fure and ftable , which cannot wholly. 


and finally bee loft; for although Sathan bee 
powerfull., yet neither he; nor the gates of hell; 
M m fhall 


1 Heb, 1309. 
grace. So our election, vocation; iuftification, | 


‘Jitie of 


f Mae.16,18, 


Ug. T img 8 | 


x Ron g.21. 


Angus. = 


2 Rom-11-§. 
b Galat.r.rs. 7 


c Titus 3.7 
d Ephe.2.8, 


The ftabi- | 


grace. 
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fhall preuaile and ouercome,one member of 
‘Chrilts body : although hee bedeccitfull, yerit 
is impoffible to g.dectine the very Elect of God, 
The.Diuell neither by might, nor fleight, nei- 
ther by power, nor pollicic, fhall euer beable fo 
to preuaile again{t the godly, that they hall al: 
together fall away from grace, and vrterly loofe 
truc faith and Pietie: becaufe } the fheepe of Chrif 
hall neuer perifh, neither fhall any plucke them out 


g Mat-24.24- 


h Toh.t0.28, 


it ruleth-not in them with wholeconfent. 
So this grace giuen by Chrift; as it is more 


dam at his creation : {oalfo this grace is more 
firmeand ftable, which is for our great confola- 
tion. Gratia per Chrifiume nobis impertita, longe 
amplior qaam illa que antelapfum Adamo fucrat 
collata, Nam hoc tantum Deus illi dederat, vt in 
iufittia, inqua erat creatis, perfeneraret fi veket : 


l 


| i 

LAnonf , lib. 
de corretti- 
one C gra- 
tih, bitrio optionem permifit adharendi fue integritati, 
aut abeadeflectendi, At gratia ab crus filio nobis al- 


lata longior eft cr ampliori Nam praeter faculta- 


t 
f 


dio amplectamur , quod: ill: grainm efe intelligi- 


pugnantia , nec alia vlla tentatione auertamur. 
That grace beftowed vpon vs by Chritt, is 
much-more ample then that which was given 
f to | 


—— 


————$——— 


1 


itlohng9. | of hishand : becaufci they are borne of God, they 
k y,Tohn ¢.16 cannot finne, they cannot commit that k finne which 
TRomer4g, |4 unto death, 1 frene hath net dominion ouer them, | 


a 


ample and greater, thenthe grace giuen to A- | 


at voluntatem perfenerandi non dedit, fed ipfius ar- | 


term, nobis etiam impartit voluntatem bene agendi, | 
officztque per [fuum fpiritum; vt tanto amore ac fin- | 


mus, wt inde nec carnis nostra obluttatione ac re- |. 
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se 
to Adam before the fall: for God gaue onely, 
į this to him, that hee ‘might perfevere in that; 
| righteoufneffe, in which hee was created, ifthee | +. 2. 
would : but hee did not giue vnto hima will to 
perfeuere, bur left itto the option of ‘his arbiter- 
| ment, to cleaue to his integritic, otito depart 
there-from. But the grace brought- tovs by his 
Sonne, is farre greater : for befide the facultie 
aiid power, he alfo vouchfafeth vnto vs a'will'to 
| doe well ; and hee caufeth by his fpirie;thatwee 
embrace with fo great loueand:earneftneffe, that 
which we vnderftand to be acceptable and plea: 
| fant to him, that neither by the wraftling, and re- 
fiting of our flefh,-neither.by any other tenta: 
| tion are wee diverted or turned any way there. 
from. re} a ei) ard II 
If m the Sunne whichis a light to the day, and 
thecourfes of the Moone, and of the Starres; which 
are for a light:to the night, if thefe ordinances 
depart out of Gods fight ; them fall. the feede of If- 
rael be caft off. ) Shed 29 
|} Butthatorder of nature ts:vnmooueable and 
vnchangeable. So isthe! Couenant.of God which 
hee will eftablifh and confirme with vs ; it willbe 
an vnchangeable, oszd everlasting Conenant, If |° Bzech.37- 
Gods p Conenant of the dey and night can- bee AiAi, 
broken, fo that there fhould. not bee day and night) > 7. 
in their feafons ; then may hss Conenant be broken| ~ 
mth Dauid. He willqloue vs with an enerlafting 
loune, his £ foule {hall nener. loath vs, we will bee 
£ the Temple of the lining God, hee will dwetlsas 
mengus, and walke withvs, heet wil makevs 
M m2 pillars 


™ Tere.3 1039, 


n Leuic. 26,9. 


q Jere.31,3. 


r [eui.26.ts. 
í 1.Cor.6.16. 
t Reue. 2.12. 


—— 


pitars in bis Temple, wa Jhal goe no more out; his 
grace [balbe moft fare and firme. 
|The ef&s|  Sixtly, the effects of grace are many and di- 
ofgrace. |uerle, Prima gratia beneficii Dei eft reasgere nos | 
| Augu. | ad confe[sidnens sifirmitates : The firt grace of | 
| Gods, benefite is to bring vs toa confeflion of, 
our weakenefle; finnes,and infirmities. Daaidre- 
Palza, |ceiued grace, x He-acknowledged his finne unto. 
God, neither did. he bide his intquitie, but he con- 
felled against himielfe his wickedneffe and the Lord 
forgate him the punijhment of bis finnes The Pro- 
alfa6.s. | phet [fay réceiued grace, be confe(fed that he was | 
aman of polluted lips. The Prophet eremie with 


' 


thegodly through grace, did > arknowiedge their 
| wickedneffe, and the tmiquitie of sheir fathers, be: 
feeching God not to.abhorre them, neither to 
breake his couenant with them. Danzel through 
c Dang- | grace canfefled fincerely; That crighteoufnelfe be: | 
‘engea untothe Lord, but that open fhame and 
confufion of face appertained to him and: his | 
people, becaufe of their offences committed a- 
gaint God, and becaufe they had not obeyed the 
voice of the Lord, to walke.in his lawes which bee 
had baide before them by the miniffery of bis fer- 
d Luk 19.13, | 44nts,the Prophets, The 4 Prodigal fosne,the bum. 
? Jak aB.23- ble e Publican, repenting £ Zacheus, the sonnerted 
. an q. | 8 theife, that chofer velfelvnte God i Saint Paul, 
hA@ors, {humbly confeffed theit finnes and infirmites 
i 1.Cort5-9- | throughgrace, alfo they receiued’remilston and 
Arbrof —\mercy. Confefsto qua fit cum panitentia,nos liberat 
[à merte» Confeflion with repentance delivers vs 
from.death.Confefsia fanat, confefsio inffificet, con- 


jefe 


Sergo 


ifidor è 
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felsio peccatis veniam donat: Confeffion healeth, 
iuftifieth, and giueth pardon to finnes. Alfo ear- | « Leb.s.7, 
neft prayer, feruent fupplication k ffrog crying 
and teares , will be ioyned to this humble and 
hearty confeffion , as may clearely appeare in the 
examples.before fpecified. 
2.It isan effec of grace that our will is healed: |! Heb.13.23. 
then we fhall labour with all care & diligence! to 
make vs perfect inal good works to do. Gods will 
working in vs that whichis pleafant in bis igt. |m, Thef a, 
3, This commeth of grace, when m ouy faith | > Math.2 413. 
growetn exceedingly , whern we endure, and perfe- 
uere to the end that we may be faued, Augnft., 
4. Gratia finonabundalfetin Martyribus tantas. 
penas fuftinere non potuifent : If grace had not 
aboundedin the Martyrs,they could not patient- | ° Rom. 5.20. 
ly haue fuffered fo great torment. As ° where fin 
| abounded, their grace abounded much more : fo 
where pain abounded in the Martyrs, grace fuper 
abounded: by grace we patiently fuffer fhame. > 
s e Where we recciue grace from Chrift, we | 
fhall with lofeph P find fanonrin their fight, whofe ? Gen.39.4. 
fänsur may be profitable & comfortable vnto vs, | 
hauing receiued grace we fhall q loue, and obtaine 3Prouzzar 
pureneje ofheart, our t communication [hall be good + Eph.s.295 
to the vfe of edifyinz, that it may Minifter grace | 
to the hearers: then for the grace of our lips: Te | 
King [hall be our friend: We may {o fay of grace, ' 
as one fpeaketh of a fit time or opportunity: Sef- Beroaldus 
tote plus pollere banc ad fuccefus petitionum,qaam in Hepta- 
adipem leonis, quam fanguinem baftlifti, quam log. feptim | 
fpondyle draconis,guam anguinm,druidarum ovum, Spentu, 
Mm 3. ceteraque 
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ceteraque id genus premije magica vanuatis. You 
may be affured that this is more profitable for 
the fuccefle of your petitions vnto earthly 
Princes,then the fat of the Lions, then the blood 
of the Cockatrice, then fome forts of Serpents, 
then the egge ofan Adder, and other friuolous 
trifles of Magicke vanity: By the aboundance of 


grace, and gift of righteoufnefle, We phat raigne 


in life through lefus. 
Thus fecing an humble confeffion of our 
weakenefle, a {fure curing of our will, a reforma- 


tion of our life, continuance to the end, patience 


to endure trouble, fauour profitable, a crowne in- 
corruptible with many moe good things, are the 
effects of grace, as an Ancient fhoweth. By 
grace (faith he) we are conuerted , by grace we 
are helped in time of our triall and tentation , b 
grace weare rewarded. And like as the fame is 
the ftrength of the Sunne which warmeth and 
prepareth the earth to receiue the feede; and 
that fame ftrength of the Sunne which maketh 
the {eede fowen to bud forth, and which brin- 
geth the cornes to maturitie and ripenefle. So 
that fame grace forerunneth our will, and which 
followeth after, Preuenit gratia vi faluemur ; ¢a- 
dem [ublequitar ut vegeremur, pranentt vt voce. 
mur fablequitur ut glorificemur, Grace forerun- 
neth that we may be healed : the fame followeth 
after, that we may be ftrengthned : grace goeth 
before, that we may be called: the fame fol. 
loweth after, that we may be glorified. Fort we 
beleene’ through the Lord Iefus Chrift to be fa- 
ued, 


| ? 
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wed, and to be crowned by vertuethereof, with 
a comely ornament, enen with acrowne of endleffe 
lory. 

We will briefly confider in the feuenth place, 
vpon whom this ineftimable gift is vouchfafed, 
and who are endued therewith: 1. The humble 
and lowly inheart. Godx with the fcornefull hee 
feorneth. but he giueth grace tothe humble, a He 
refiftesh the proud , and he gineth grace to the hum- 
vle. 2. Thofe who are members of the true 
Church , b God willpourevpen the houfé of Dauid 
and upon the inbabstants of Ierufalem, the [pirit of 
grace and compafsion : 3. who walketh vpright- 
ly and liveth a godly life and conuerfation.. ¢ 4- 
mong the righteous there is famour and gr ace,where- 
by they are accepted and reconciled to God. 
Away with that erroneous, deteftable, and dam- 
nable doétrine of the Arminians , dreaming of 
an vniuerfall grace as they call it; that grace com- 
monly appertaineth to all, which is only proper 
to the elect: To 4 whom it is ginen to know the fe- 
crets and myfteries of the kingdome of heanen, but 
toalltt is not ginen. Neitherthinke we that free- 
will by grace is wholly remoued and abolifhed, 
but only thereby deliuered and amended. Gratia 
nos aufertur liberum arbitrium, fed liberatur; vt de 
tenebrofa lucidum , de prano rectam , de improui- 
‘dente fit prouidum, que operatur in nobis hoc ipfam 
velle perficere, credere, fperave, dy quicquid ad fala- 
tem opus est ; vtpote per quam charitas Dei, in qua 
Jummaef omnium non oftenfa nobis, fed affufa in 
cordibus noftris per fpiritum fantum , qui datas eff i 

nobis; 
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nobis, The free-will is not taken away by grace,. 
but is delivered, fo that it becommeth lightfome 
of a darke free-will , and ifa wicked, it becom- 
|meth rectified , of an improuident, it is made 
| flourifhing and provident, grace worketh in vs 
| this fame, to will, to performe, to beleeue, to 
‘hope, and what-cuer is needefull for our faluati- 
on; forafmuch by grace the louc of God, inthe 
which isthe fumme of all, isnot onely fhewed 
“Rom 5-5. | tovs, but alfo is ¢ fhed abroad in our hearts by 
the hely Ghoft which is ginenvs. 

Neither yet teach wee, that humilitie, ora 
good life goeth before all grace, as the caufe 
thereof, but that grace worketh humilitie and | ` 
godlinefle, which bringeth an increafe thereof: |, 

f Matag.29. |F For unto enery man that hath, it fhall be einen, 
and hee fhall haue aboundance : and from bim that 
hath mot , enen that thas hee hath {hall bee taken 
AWAY, 

When thou haft gotten grace, pride will bee 
banifhed, thenthou wilt well know, that 8 thos 
haft nothing, but that which thou bast receiued ; 
h2.Cor.z.g- | thou wilt finde, thath of thy felfe thou art not fuf- 

ficient, tothinke any good thing, thou wilt acknow- 
efugnst. | ledge that thy fufficiencie is of God, Sivu efea- 
lienus a gratia,iacta tua merita. If thou wouldeft 
-| bee a ftranger from grace, boaft of thy owne 
| merites. : 
The proud Pharifee glorying in his righte- 
iLuke18.14. | oufnefle, i was not iuflified, he recelued no grace : 
but that holy and humble virgine Mary, is exal-, 
k Luke 1.28. | ted and .d/e/fed, efteeming her felfe to bee of 


la 
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| alow eftate and poore degree, yea Iefus Chrift her 
fonne and Saviour, m 1” whom dwelleth all the 
fulneffe of the Godhead bodily as he is n full of grace, 
[o he io meeke and lowly in heart , full of lowli- 
nelle and humilitie: and although he was P 442- 
fier and Lord, yet he was content-to wath his 
‘owne Difciples feete. a GIA 
Laftly, let vs confider fome vfes::-1..Godde- 
lsuer vs from that terrible plague and 4q fore pu- 
wmifbment, that we defpight not the Spirit of grace, 
that we be not* ungodly men which turne the grace|* iud.1.4, 
of onr God into wantonnes, that we remaine not| 
vader thekingdome of finne, which is! she pow- 
er of Sathan, the power of darkenefse; ushe {nare| 
of the disell, by which men are takew at his willj;and} 
“that boufe kept by that firong man armed, the) 
things that he poffeffeth are in peace,in the which | 
kingdome their is no honeftie, no holineffe, no 
happineffe. Butlet vs:ftriue with our whole care 
and continual] Rbour, that we may 2 4bzde én 
Chrifi, inthe kingdome of grace and fo blooke 
for newheauens and a new earth wherein dweleth 
righteoufueffe, where the dominion of finne and 
death being deftroyed, ¢ God fhal-be allin allun-' 
tovs. Now for this purpofe, let vs daily and: 
eatneftly fend vp to our God that petition taught: 
vs by our Mafter: d Zet thy kingdome come , that 
wee may remaine inthekingdome of grace,and 
afterward bee receiued into the kingdome of 
glorie. i : S 
If none will neither defpife nor defpight 
earthly grace, and temporary good , by which 
| Nn ; men 
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men are wealthie; mighty;.witty,and hononra- 
blein the syes of:the. world : farre leffe fhould 
‘| beauenly..and fauing grace be defpifed or de- 
fpighted, that eternall and {pirituall good {hould 
. | principally be efteemed and accepted of, where- 
| by weare-honorablesin the eyes of God, and 
ihappie for euer. j 
i-s ab-Letvs with feriouly , and -pray feruently 
for this chiefe good wifhedby the fernants of 
Chrift thirue onetimes or oftner , to the Saints 
in the new. Teftamient. co whom they did write. 
O with what wonderfull induftry fhould Chri- | 
ftians fecke for grace; qua fiunt ex nolentibus vo- | 
lentes, £x vepuzuantibusconfentientes ex oppignan- | 
tibus amantess:bywhich of vawilling they be 
come willing»of gainftanding they become a- 
préeing, and of fighters againit they become lo- 
uing» If.we aske, it fhall bee giuenvs : ifwe | 
feeke, wedhall finde :.when we hauc found the 
fame, let-vs take heede, lcalt we ¥ fall from grace, 
euen 8 fall away from the grace of God. 

As the wife man Solomon {aid of Wifedome, 
fo we may fay ofgrace: b Get grace, forget not, 
for fake st not and it fhalt keep thee, loueit and it fhal | 
preferue thee. . 

3. Thou to whom God hath beene fo bene- 
ficiall, that thou haft gotten grace, + goe on 
in grace , and in the knowledge ef eur Lord 
and fauiour Telus Chrit, £ increafethereis with 
the increafing of Ged.then,in thee! for nettles hall 
growe, the mirrhe tree; for finfull thoughts, idle 
‘words, profane deedes, thy workes. fhall be 


good 
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good, thy words fauoury ™ the meditation of thy 
heart [hal be acceptablein Gods fight. i 


Doubtleffe mortal! men defire to growein 
worldly wealth , in credite , and in eftimation, 
‘they defire'their corne to growe to maturity, 


their children to grow in ftature toa iuft mea- 
fure: wherefore fhould they not defire alfo with 
Samuel to profit and grow in grace, andto bein 
fauour both with the Lord and alfo with men; 
hauing * moft plentious grace, o abounding therein 
with thank{giwing that they p may increafe more 
and more, tillthey beq perfect and entire , lacking 
nothing which is expedient for them. 

4. Let vst trafi perfectly on the grace that is 


| brouzhtto vs by the reuclati¢e of Tefas Chrifi, neuer 


| trufting to our merits. Gratias Ded ex Saulo fecit 
Paulum, non opera nec merita: The grace of God 
made of sasl, the Apoftle P4#/not his works nor 
merits: he who f perfecwted the Church of God 
extreamely aud wafted it, who was ta blafphemer, a 
perfecuter and an opprelfour ; when the grace of osr 
Lord was exceeding aboundant towards him, was 
receiued to mercie, he was madeavchofen velfell 
unto God to beare his pame before the Gentiles and 
Kings, and children of Ifrael : he was * veadie, not 
to be bound only, but alfo to die for the name of the 
Lord lefus. Neither yet when we truft on this 
grace, fhould we in the meanetime be flouthfull 
and careleffe ; but we haueneede of a willing 
minde, to be conioyned with grace. As the 
eatthalone bringeth:not forth fruite, vnleffe it 
receiue raine and deaw from heauen; neither 
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a a a 
doth the raine bring forth fruite without the 
earth : fo neither grace without our will wor- 
keth any thing, neither our will without grace 


can be profitable to.vs for our faluation. Wee 


haue neede,I-fay, of alacritie and labour. As a 
fire hath neede of timber, or of fome other ma- 


teriail: fo grace hath neede of trauell and ala- 


critie, that it may encreafe and remaine with vs 
continually. . 

And albeit we truft on grace , yet we a fhould 
not be hich minded ; but feare. Time ergo, cum ar 
viferst gratia ; time cum abierit , time cum denuo. 
reuertetur, Feare therefore, when grace thall de- 
light thee; feare when(in thy fenfejir fhall depart 
from thee ; feare when it {hall returne againe vn- 
to thee. 

Moreouer, thou art to be aduertifed,chat thou 
fhalt finde a battell and wreftling with thy felfe, 
becaufe of thy fiefhly. corruption, euen after 
thou haft receiued grace from Chrift.. 

For by grace, a man in his > foule is lifted: vp- 
ward to God, by the fiejh,c men which are beneath, 
are pulled downewardto the earth - d They goe 
backeward. By grace, aman will «cleave unto the 
Lord with godly Frezekiah, and not depart from 
him: by their fleth, £ they will forfake him who ss 
the fountaine of living waters, By grace, a man 
continueth and 8 loueth not the world , neither the 
things that ave in. the world, which with the lus 
thereof pafseth away : but by the fiefh,one defireth 


hzo line in pleafure on the earth and in waxtonnt/se, 


i Rom, 12.19.,|\ taking mefl houghi for the flefbhto fulfil the lasts 


thereof, 


ge cr 
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thereof. By grace one k delighteth in the Law of|* Romgaz, 
God, concerning the inner man: by the flefh, 1 hee | 'Rom7.2,3. 
is led captine vatathe law of finne, which isin his 
members. By grace, a man m will not onely beleene | ™ Philt.29. 
in Chrift, but alfo fuffer for his fake : but albeit, 
then [pirit be readie, yer the flelh is weake, to doc | ".Mat.26.41. 
or to fuffer for righteoufnefle. What fhall I faye 
By grace, and by ° faith, Chrift and all. good dwel- \° Ephel3.17. 
leth in our hearts : butpinthe flelhno good thing | > Rom.7.8. 
awelleth at all, 
~ Therefore it is. no wonder, albeit there bee 
a barrell in this man regenerate ; the flefh lufteth | 
againft the fpirir, and againft ‘grace that is giuen. 
But as when q there was long warre betwixt the |42Sam.).1, 
houfe of Saul, and the boufè of Dauid, Dauid | 
waxed ftronger, and the houfe of Saul waxed wea- 
ker : So when there fhall bee warre, and wreft- 
ling betweene the regenerate part within thee, 
and the part vnregenerate, berweene grace and 
thy flefh ; grace fhall waxe ftronger and ftron- 
ger, and the flefh fhall become weaker and wea- 
ker, vntill sy old man be crucified, and the body *Romé6. 
of finne-be destroyed, 

se Who-euer thou bee who haft received | 
grace, out of that! fountaine of grace which is | í Zach.13-1. 
opened to thehoufe of Dauid, and to-the wa 
tants of Terufalem for finne, and for vacleane- 
neffe, bee thou moft readie and willing , © fo 1.Pet.4.10- 
minifter the fame to another, as a good difpofer of | 
the manifold grace of God. Like as that € precises »Pial.i33.2> - 
oyntment powred upon Aarons head, did not ftay | 
there, but went downe to bis beard, andtotheber- 
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der of his garments ; {o when precious and plen- 
tious grace is beftowed vpon thee, asit will re- 
maine with thy felfe, bee thou moft defirous to 
communicate the fame to thy brethren, no way 
fearing that the diftribution of thy fpirituall gift, 
and the miniftration of grace for the edification 
of others, fhall bring any diminution to thy 
grace, but contrarily, the more that grace is fur- 
nifhed and diftributed to others, the more it is. 
augmented and multiplied to thy felfe. As ri- 
uers, the more they runne, the more large and 
great they become, by their going through 
many Nations; and by furnifhing water to the 
inhabitants, they are not diminifhed, but rather 
augmented : So grace well vfed, manifefted, and 
through Gods helpe conferred plentioufly to 
others, the more it growcth and increafeth, like 
thofex fine loanes giuen by Chrif, and the minifte- 
rie of his Difciples by diftribution to many was 
multiplied; and fiue thoufand therewith were 
fatisfied. 

6. That wee may increafe in grace, awee fhal 
dee well to take heede to the moft fare Word of God, 
and of the Prophets, b to fearch the Scriptures 
which teftifie of the Lord Tefus, to delight in the 
Gofpel of the grace of God, by which ordinarily 
grace is wrought in vs, who are gracelefle of our 
felues ; that fo being c partakers of the godly na- 
ture, wee may flee the corruption which is in the 
World through lufi, and gine diligence to make our 
calling and election fare, that by this meanes an 
entring may bee mini fired vatovs; abundantly jnto| 
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the enerlastine Kingdome of our Lord and Saniour 
efus Chrift, who of his fulnefe, giueth grace for 
grace, vnto all who fhall read or heare attentiue- 
ly, this fhore difcourfe of grace. 
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A S Melchifedeck 4 brought foorth-bread 


d Gen, 74.19 
Lofeph, anti, 
Indai. hb. 
I, Cap. 11. 


and wine for the refrefhment of Abraham 
and his fouldiers, after he returned from 
| the flaughter of Chedourlaomer : more- 
ouer being a Prieft of the moft high God, hee 


bleffed Abraham. So Chrift Iefus the King of 

peace and righteoufnefle , and © high Prieft for 

ener, after the order of Melchifedeck, £ gineth ref? 

to him who is wearie, and the refrelhing to the hun- 

erie: gHewill gine his owne flefh for the life of his 

fernants ; moreouer he will bleffe all thofe who 

are the children of Abraham, beletuing in him, 

And it fhall cometo paffe, that as of our owne 

nature wee are acurfe amongthe Heathen, fo 

Chrift will deliuer vs, and we fhall be a bleffing, 

This bleffing will beethe more accounted, and 

5 the more inftantly asked, if we confider ; that as 
weare the children of Adam, we are buti curfed 

children , k acorrupt generation, anda finfull na. 

tion, yea in every place, euery time, every a&i- 

-on,and in every refpect,our eftate is moft mifera- | 
| ble 
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ble andaccurfed : That without Chrift and his 


‘Deut.28.16. | bleffing, | wee are curfed in the towne, and in the 


Who are 
curled. 


m Mal.2.2. 


n Tere.1 1.3, 
o Mal, L4 


P Tere,48.10. thing, a torne and unworthy offering: 4. If p hee | 


a Tere.17.9. 


r Tfa.g.20, 


f Holy. 3. 


field, curfed in our goods, and in our grounds, 
jeurted in our life, and in our death, curfed in 
bodies and foules, curfed in this world, and for 
| euer more : the Lord fhall-{end curfing, trouble, 
an Mame, vetslwe be deffroyed, and perifh eter- 
nally, and that moft deferuedly and iuftly. 

For the vengeance of God, and the curfe of 
the Law naturally is due to'vs, by reafon of our 
many and prefumptuous finnes and tranfgreffi- 
ons. IfGod™ will fend a curfe upon thofe, who doe 
not confider in theiy hearts to gine glory to his 
Name: 2. If stheman bee curfed, that obeyeth 
net the words of Gods Covenant: 3. If the>de- 
ceiner beecurfed, which hath in his flockea male, 
and voweth and facrificeth unto the Lord of hoftes, 
that great King whofe Name is terrible, acorrupt 


be curfed, that doeth the workeof the Lora negli- 
gently: s. If they beeq curfed, thattrust in man, 
and make flelh their arme, with-drawing their 
hearts from the Lord: 6. If atwoeor curfe, will 
come tothofe that are wife in their owne eyes, and 
prudent in their owne fight: 7. If af woe anda 


curfe, will bee to them that hane fled away, and de- 
“Habag | parted from Goad: 8. Ifatmee and curfe, will bee 
to bim that coneteth, an enill covetoufneffe to his 

boufe, that hee may fet his neft: on high: 9. If Pi i 
* Matth.18:7 | u woe be to that man by whom an offencecommeth : | 
“Iud. |10. If axwoe beetothem, who folow the way o | 
-4 Gala.3.t0. ‘Gam. rk: If a enery man bee curfed, that con- 
| tianeth | 


o 


Cuar. XVI. Chrif gineth a Blefsing. 


tinueth not inall things, which are written in the 
booke of the Law to dee them, Now my brother, 
b examine and {earch thy felfe diligently, c prooue, 
and trie thy felfe truely, & after that exa& tryall, 
and examination,according tothe light of Gods 
Word, and teftimonie of thy owne confcience, 
| cell plainely and fincerely, what thou thinkeft 
of thy felfe. In what eftate remaineft thou” 
Whether art thou culpable of rhofe faults, or 
not’ If thou d recerue things worthy of that 
which thou haft done, becanfe thor hajt cloathed 
thy felfe with cur fing. 

Like a raiment, haft thou not deferued that 
all che fearefull curfesythreatned againft the wic- 
ked in Gods Law, fhould bee powred vpon thy 
head? Neuer goe aboutto denieit, thinke not 
to gaine-fay it, nor yet to make any exception 
againft the fame, whereof thy confcience foma- 
nifeftly conuinceth thee. 

Remember alfo that if the curfe of Parents, 
and Prophets, and Magiftrates bee oftentimes 
| fearefull,becaute they are effectual]: how dange- 
rous then and terrible is the curfe of that f hea- 
ucnlyFather,of s the lining Lord,the God of truth, 
and an ewerlajiing King, at whofe anger, the 
earth doeth tremble, and whofe wrath the Na- 
tions cannot abide? 

Firft, the iuft curfe of Parents, wanteth not 
che owne effect, as may bee feene inh Cam, who 
was curfed by hw fatier Noah, therefore Canaan 
and his pofteritie, was made a feruant of feruants, 
to his brethren. 
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[ a ee: In the dayes of Luther, a young woman in 
in theat. | Witenberge, being curled of her mother, was 
bift.inex- | poffeft, and lamentably vexed by an euill fpiric. 
emp.4.pré-) = And Saint Augustin rccordeth, that hee faw 
apa feuen children, who after their mothers ‘eurfe, 
did tremble fearefully in all the parts of their 
bodies, and did wander as vagabonds through 
fundrie places ofthe World. _ 

Secondly, alfo the curfe of a Prophet is feare- 
i aKin.z24 | full and terrible. Wheni the little children of Be- 

thel mocked Elifha, hee cur fed them in the name of 
| the Lord, and afterwards two fhe-Beares tore in 
pieces, two and fourtie of them. 

Yet notwithftanding, godly Princes and peo- 
ple, haue no caufe to feare thofe curfes , pro- 
nounced by the Pope of Rome, or any of his 
Clergie,becaufethey* are the (eed of the bleffed of 
-| the Lord,they are the! Ifrael of God, againft whom 
there is wo forcery , no incantation , no surfing: 
m upon them Shall come the blefsina of gooanefe, 
for they n doe not walke in the counfell of the 
wicked, ner in the way of finners, but their delight 
sin the Law of the Lord. And it is moft true, 
which is fpoken by wife Salomon, othe curfe that 
‘ws caufeleffe, (ball not come. | 
As the Swallow comming from her neft, re- 
‘maineth not ftedfaftly in any place, neither fit- | 
teth downe vpon the ground, nor onatree, burt | 
euer flieth, vntill fhee returne againe to her neft : 
So thofe caufeleffe curfes light not, bur goe 
backevnto the pronouncers thereof : pand the | 
| Lord will doe good to his owne, for that wrong 
| curfing 


m Pro.24-2§. 
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curfing thundered againft them; thus the Papifts 
curfes , are like rhe curfes of Shimei ; 4 whofe 
wickednel[e the Lord brought upon his owne head, 
the good King being cuer blefled of the God 


the Lora bis God. a 


ftrate is greatly to be feared: for the effect of 
lofhuahs curfing, £ who surfed the builders of the 


laid the foundation thereof inthe death of Abiram 
his eldeft fonne, and fee vp the gates thereof in the 
death of Segu his younge/t Jonne, If then the curfe 
of Parents, Prophets, and Magiftrates be heavie 
and dreadfull: How bitter and grieuous isiic for 
to be fubiect to the deferued curfe of the Al- 
mightie and euerliuing God : "The Father of the 
fpirits, * that great Prophet, theeternall King and 
| Lord of Hoftes? ‘% sll adii oe 

Maledictum efse , ef Deo cy creatiris omnibus 
| innifum efse c execrabilem,quod omnium malorum 
pefsimum eff atque extremam, To beaccurfed, is 
to be hated both of God andall creatures, tobe! 


is the worftand laft euill. a 

For if the Gibeonises remained in great mifery 
vnder the curfe of Jofbea, being bound to:per- 
petuall flauery, > weve of thems was freed from be- 
\ing bond-men and hewers of wood and drawers of 
water: In what lamentable eftate will reprobates, 
jremaine, who are vnder the curfe and maledigti- 
jon of God'himfelfe? they will abide vnderthe! 
| Oo 2 bondage 


of heaven, becaufe his * heart was perfite with 


Thirdly : The curfe alfo of a lawfull Magi- 


Citie Iericho, was feene ont Hiel the Bethelite who 


|.2 1fa,6,9. 


execrable, and abhominable, which of all euils'| 
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bondage and feruitude of finne and Satan. 
Gods curfe wil be much more bitter and grie- 
€ Num. 5.27.| uous then the bitter and curfed water was ¢ ta the 
defiled woman who by adulcery had trefpaffed 
againit her husband; her telly dia fmell,her thighs 
did rot, and [he was accurfed amony'her people. Bur 
the curfe of God (vito which by nature weare 
all fubie&t) is more horrible and fearefull ; that 
wili caufe fouleand body, head.and heart, felh 
and bones, to be loathfome, to ftinke, to bee 
hainous, vilde, deteftable, and accurfed before | 
| God and his Angels, among men andal] crea- 
tures. Neither fhould men be fecure and voide 
|offeare, albeit the curfe fuddenly feaze not vp- 
jon them; As the curfe of Istha the fonne of | - 
Terubbaal came not at the firft vpon Abimelech 
, i: |and the men of Schechen, bucarlength after. 
aes 52. dphree yeeres God did bring it vpontheir heads : 
10342. So albeit the ¢ Lord ( who is trong, mercifull,and 
; erations, flow toanger, aboundant in traeth and 
geodnejfe £ giuing to the wicked jpace to repent them 
of their finnes,) doth not incontinently punifh the 
g Amoso. r, | impious and vngodly ; yetshe that eftapesh of 
"Zachs.2, | thene fhal nat be deliuered : butat length the h fy- 
ing booke of Gods curfe that goeth forth ouer the 
whole earth, will furely feaze vpon them, and in- 
continently confume their habitation, with their 
owne torment and perdition. 
Now our bleffed and loning Saviour, our 
iGal,3.13, | Lord and Matter Iefus Chrift ,i was made aen fe. 
forus, and bath. redeemedus from the curfe of the 


Law, thatthe blefling of Abraham might come 
on | 


| f Rew, zar. 
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on vs, who are Gentiles , that we might receiue 
the promife of the Spirit through faith, and k be- |x Devers. g, 
canfe our God bath lened vs in Chrifi, hee will 
turne the curfe to ableffing vnto vs. Yea, 1e wik 
lay all our curfes omour enemies, and on them thas 
hate us and perfecute vs. 

Moreouer, if our fin and wickednefie mooue 
God ™ tocurfe owr ble/sings ; hall not our Saui- |m Mal.2.z. 
our, whonof God is madevntovs righteoufrefe ; aig Sects. 
mooue ge alfo to turne our curfe into a blef. 
fing for vs ? 

În h: silting of this we will keepe this order: | rhe order 
1 We will hew, how and in what manner | heere ob. 
Chrift bleffeth : 2. What are the effects of his | fred. 
bleffing: 3. Whom he bleffeth: 4. Some vfes | Chrif blef- 
thereof. feth really.. 

Fi ft, Chrift realiy conferreth his bleffing, 
when he tooke the little children in his dines] 
o He put his hard on them and blefed them. His ontsr.r0, 16, 
bleffing was reall and moft effectual. Likewife 
after his refurrection: Hep led hes Difciples into 
Bethania, he lifi vp his bands and bleffed them ; by 
vertue whereof, they were indeede happie and | 
bleffed. 

Men frequently will giue their bleffingto o- 


thers , dbut not in fuch fort as Chrif-gineth 3 


! Deut.30.7, 


P Luk, 24, 50. 


bleffing : fometimes they will with ableff ing, as 

Boas his fervants withed, a The Lord to bleffe their’ a Raih, 

mafter. Sometimes they will pronounce and 

declarea bleffing, as Azelchifedeck King of She. 

lem the Prieft of the molt high God, t bleffed A- t Gen i419. 5 

braham. Sometimes they will forctell of the 
Oo 3 bleffing, 


7 
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ee rr a 
bleffing, asthe Patriarch Iacob! bleffed Tofephs 
children and his owne. 

Butno man hath power of himfelfe, to gine 
and conferre a blefling : for Jacob cannot make 
tGen2733- | his beloued and frf borne fonne Efau to be truly 

bleffed, neither holy Samuel, albeit u he mourned 
« 1S4.15-35 | foy Saul, yet could henot procure a bleffing to 

Saul, no not fo much as the continuance of his 
Royall dignitie. 

x So then neither, is he that planteth any thing, 
meither he that watereth, but God that gineth the 
aphal sagr, | icreafe: andaexcept the Lord build the houf, the 

builders labour in vaine, except the Lord keepe the 
Citie,the keepers watch in vaine,and except Chrift 
bleffe really , man bleffeth in vaine , his bleffing 
will be vneffectuall and fruitleffe without Chrifts 

blefling. 
Doubtles the blefling ofa godly King giuen 
to his fitbiects, and the bleffing of Paftours 
b Heb. 13.17. | © (who watch for foules) giuen to their people, 
and the bleffings of mafters of families giuen to 
their houfhould, and the blefsing of parents 
given to their children, is wonderfull delectable 
and exceeding comfortable ; as whens King 
<1 Kin.8.14, Solomon bleffed allhis {ubiects euen all the con- 
à Num. 6.23- | eregation of Ifrael: likewile d Aaron and his fons 
bleffed the people, calling vpon the name of the 
c 2,Sam.6.20 | Lord: € Dauid returned to bleffe his houfe: lacob 
fGen.gg.a. |f blefsed enery one of his children, {uch blelsings 
Le Reuse, | ate pleafint and acceptable. But the blefsing of 
h Heb. 10,21. | Chrift, sthe Prince of the Kings of the earth, b p 
'Ifa.9 6 | high Prieft whois oucr the houfeof God , | the ener- 


lafling | 


x 1.Cor.3.7. 


a _ — 


t 


| 


lating Father, by many degrees is much more 
pleafant,comfortable,and acceptable to all thofe t 
who thirft for his blefsing. | 
This manner of Chrifts blefsing , in that he 

bleffeth really and in very deede, declareth his 
prerogatiue and greatnefle aboue his Saints; for 
the Apoftle faith m without all contradiction the | m Heby.. 
lefse is blefsed of the greater. 

2.Many and profitable are the effects of Chrifts | Egde&s of 
blefsing. He hath done, hedoth, and will doe; | Chris 
great and good things for thofe whom hee bief- | blefsing, 
feth: fori. Eleétion to life: 2. Remifsion oft 

finnes: 3. Habitation in Gods houle: 4. Fa- 

therly correction and inftruction: 5. True re- 
pentance: 6, Sanctification: 7. Spirituallioy : 


| 3. Suretrnft and confidence: 9. Patience in af. 


‘fiition: 10. A good name and commendation: 
rr. Fruitfull off-{pring and pofteritie: 12. Pro- 
tection and fafetie: 13. Aboundance and plentie: |. 
I4.. The holy feare of God: 15. Contented life 
and happie death : Laftiy eternall glory and hap- 
pineffe, all thefe good things, and many moe 
proceede from the bleffing of the Lord Iefus. 
‘Who are blefled of him, they are thus beautifi- 
ed and enriched, as may appeare by cleere 
proofeof facred Scripture. There is a bleffing 
of election, nBlefsed és he whom thou chufef and | Palbs.4. 
cauleftto come tathee , he fhall be fatisfied with the 

pleafure of the holy Temple : ableffing of remifi- 


e 


on: ° Blefsedıs he whofe wickednefse is forginen, |° Piza 1. 


and whofe finne is conered, os whorm the Lord impa- 
teth not inigquitie: a blefsing of habitation within | 
the { 
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the Lords Tabernacle , p Blefsed are they that dwell 
in Gods houfe, his waies are in their heart ; their 
ftrength isin him, they will euer praife him: a 
1P lal94.12., blefling of correction and inftruction, 4 Blefsed is 
| the man whom thon chastifef, O Lord and teacheft 
a Law: ablefsing of repentance , which is the 
| 


P P fal.8q.4. 


firt refùrrećtion, t Blefsed and holy is he that hath 
part in the firft refurrection ; for of fuch the fecond 
death hath no power ; but they fhallbe che Priefts of 
God and of Christ: biefling of fan@ifcation, 
“Iaséa |f Blefsed isthe manthat keepethindgement, and 
doth inflice, that keepeth the Sabbath, and pollateth 

it not, and keepeth his hand from doing any emil : 

t Pfal. 89, rg. | a bleffing of {pirituall ioy and confolation, € Blef- 
edis the people that can reioyce in the Lord, they 

fhallwalke in the light of his countenance : a blef- | 

«Pfal.go.4. |fing oftruft and confidence , 4 Blefsed is the man 
that maketh the Lord his truft: ableffing of pati- 

“lmaz. | ence, x Blefed és the man that endureth temptati- 
on; for when he is tryed, he fhall receiue the crowne 

of life, which the Lord bath promifed to them that 

a Gen,12.2, | lowe hime: ablefling of fameand renowne, * God 
blefsed Abraham and made his name greas : a blef- 

b Gen.22,17. | fing of an ample fuccefsion , b Ged blefcing Abra- 
han 4e did greatly multiply his feede as the Starres 


r Reu,20.6. 


of the beauen, and as the fand which is upon the| ` 


Sea-fhore: a blefsing of fafetic and protection , 

‘Plals.12. | eg he Lord will blefse the righteous, and with fauour 
will compafse him as with a fkield: a blefsing of 

i 1:Chro. 13- | plentie and aboundance , d The Lord blefsed the 
i houfe of Obed-Edom, and all that hehad : a blef- 
e Palir, | fing of Gods feare, ¢ Blefsed is the man shat 
feareth' 
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feareth the Lord ,` and delighteth greatly in his 
commandements : a blefling of'a peaceable 
death, £ Bleed are the dead which die in the Lørd; |£ Reu,1413. 
sand pretions in the fight ofthe Lordis the death | €? la11916. 
of his Saints. h Blefved are the people whofe God is | aP fa, 144.15. 
the Lord ,` happy and bleffed are they in their 
life; ‘more ‘happy: and bleffed at their death, 
moft happy , after their refurrection; : they re- 
ceiue a bleffing of glorie, and ‘inherite the king- 
dome prepared for ther from the foundation of | i Wub25,3 4. 


7 


Le 


thé world. i ns sH 

Surely -when we find our felues thus bleffed; 
we fhall then be conftrainedto bleffe our God 
iñ our hearts;to praife him with our mouths,and 
to honout him in our whole conuerfation. Prior Auge. 
in nobis eff benedictio domini; et confequens, efl 
ut benedicamus dominum ; faith the antient. The 
bleffing of the Lord is firft in vs and it will fol- 
low, that we bleffe the Lord : every one of vs 
will fay, k My foulepras(e thou the Lord , andall | * Phal. 103.1. 
that is within me bleffe his holy name , forget not 
all this benefits which forginesh allthine iviquitie, 
and healeth all thinetafirmities , which vedeemeth 
thy life from the grane , and crowneth thee with 
mercy and compafsion. | Praifed or bleffed be the |' PA 66.20. 
Lord, which bath not put back my prayer, nor bis 
mercies fromme: ™ praifed be the Lord, even | m pral.es9.+ 
the God of my falsation, which loideth me with 
benefits dayly ; and with the Apoftles, " Bleffed |a 5. pens, 3, 
be God, which according to his aboundant mercy : 
hath begotten vs againe into a'linely hope, by the 

` Aena of Iefus Chrift from the dead to an in- 
| l Pp - heritance | 
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heritance immortal and undefiled, that fadeth not, 
referued in heaaen for vs + ando Blefjed be God 
which hath blefed vs with all fpiritnall blefsings in 
heauenly things.. wr aw 

` Whofocuer hath gotten this blefSing,as they 
will be moft ready \and willing to bl efle-God ; 
fo, they will altogether beloth and moft vawil- 
ling toptake the name of the Lord their Ged in 
vaine, or 4, to fweare falfly thereby, defiling the holy 


i | mame of their God. 


He that vfually fweareth rathly and idly is 
not as yet bleffed of God, for his continual! 
{wearing becokeneth that * the. curfe of God [hall 
lay fiedge unto bis. houf, vatill it hame-confumea 
the timber and flenes thereof, £ A man thar-uferh 
much [wearing thali be filled with wickedneje, and 
the plague (ball neuer goe from his house, the Lana 
mournesh and [haketh., And if that memorable 
ftatute made by one of the Kings of France, had 
forceand were obferued inthis countrey, that 
all (wearers Jhould haue their mouthes. fearca with 
burning irons, we fhould.foone behold very ma- 
ny thus marked, 

Again,whofoeuer is bleffed of the Lord,they 
will be mof defirous to bleffe him perpetual- 
ly: u They will alway gine thankes tothe Lord , his 

| praife Jhal bein their mouth continually,. As they 
will abftaine from wrongs, fwearing,; fo-alio 
they willabftaine from grudging : x #esher will 
they murmure as [ome of thecarnall tewes murmu- 
red and were deftroycd of the deftroyer. De re nulla 
magis, denm offendiffe ille populusindaicees dicicur, 
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quam contra Deum murmurando, That pecple of 
| the Tewes is faid to haue offended God in no- 
thing more, then in murmuring againft him : and 
therefore 2 whem they became murmurers, it dif-\ Numiri. 
plesfed the Lord, bis wrath was kindled , and the 
‘fireof God burnt among them, and con{umed the 
utmoft part of the hof. The murmiffers 6 who}! N 2.14.37 
brought vile flander vpontheland, did dre by a 
plague before the Lord: they were rebellious and < 
murmured, c wherefore the Lord (cnt firie Serpents| ‘Num216, 
| among them which flang the people fothat they died. 

How foolifh and vaine are they , who in time 
of trouble and mifery, murmure againft the 
God of heauen, as though thereby they 
could do any euill vnto his holy Maieftie ? Such 
| murmuring rather augments, then affwageth| | 
their griefe and dolour. A man remaining in the | Smh 
ground of avery deepe and narrow pit, where | - 
is aboundance of filthie mire and {mall fharpe 
ftones, by throwing the mire and ftones at a 
mightie Prince, dwelling ina ftately Pallace, ad- 
ioyning thereto, could doe no harme to the 
Prince, but the ftones and mire falling downe ; 
| vpon himfelfe , would wound him and defile 
him. So one, albeit compaffed and borne downe’ 
with calamity, his murmuring againft the Al-: 
mighty, will be altogether vnprofitable for him, 
feeing God therewith is not harmed, but the} 
murmurer himfelfe is the more vexed and woun- 
ded ; the filth and burden of his grudging retur- 
ning back vpon his head, to defile and hurt him, 
with ineftimable woe and detriment: = w; 
: Pp2 But 
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But the practife of patient Job\is very, cam- 


| mendable, and worthy ofimitation, who after 


great loffe of his fubftance and children in his 


| greiuous aduerfity, yet he did net charge God 


foolifhly but falling downe vpon the ground he wor: 

[hipped faying. 4 Naked came L out of my mothers 
wombe andsnaked fhall 2 returne thither; the Lord 
hath ginen, the Lord hath taken ; bleffedbe the 
name of the Lord , thereforecthe Lord bleffed his 
lafi daies more then the firfi,his goods are reftored 
double vnto him, he faw his fonnes and his fons 
fonnes; euen foure generations. 

Who fo are biefled, as they willabfaine from 
{wearing and murmuring, {o they willbemoft 
willing £ to blefe their neighbours and not to curfe 
them, according to the Apoftles precept. 

Thirdly, whom bleffeth Chrift? euen thofe 
whoare marked with the forefaid true tokens of 
his bleffing. Alfo he telleth vs, that they 8 who 
mourne for their finnes are bleffed , they h fha come 
weeping, ana the Lord who ts the Father of Ifrael, 
with mercie will bring them to himfelfe againe, | 
They that are mecke are blefed. Now they are 
not to be efteemed weake, who can patiently 
endure God to be difhonoured, and finne, open- 
ly with an high hand,committed. For this pur- 
pofe the Ancient faith truly, Beatus qui fenerita- 
tem cy manfwetudinem tenet. ut altero difciplina. 
feraetur, altero innocentia non opprimetur. He is 
bleffed who keepeth feueritie and meckencfie: 

that with the one difcipline may be kept; and 
with the other,innocency may not be Brey 
ri 


a 
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Chrift will bleferhem, k mho hunger now for 
righteanfnelfe,for they thall be filled : 1 lefed are 
the merciful, for they hall obtaine mercy, but 
m there [hall bee iudgement mercsleffe, to him, that 
fheweth no mercy. : 

They are bleffed= who are poore inheart, they 
o fhalt afcend into the Mountaine of the Lord, and 
fand in his holy place, and they fhal! fèe God, 

Bleffed are the p peace-makers,that q follow peace 
with all men, and holineffe, without the which 
no man fhall feethe Lord: t Bleffed are they who 
fif er perfecution for righteonfneffe fake,they haue 
no caufe f to feare their feare, neither to be troub- 
led nor afraid, bnt to fanctifie the Lord God in 
their hearts, * to let him be their feare and dread, 
who will bee as a Sanctuary unto them, Chri will 
u faune his owne people, and bleffe his inheritance, he 
will feede alfo and exalt them for ener. 

Laftly, touching the vfe of this dotrine. See- 
ing all our good, but principally all that we haue 
concerning our eternall well-fare, fprings from 
the meere blefling-of God, x the blefsing of the 
Lord it maketh rich, and be doeth adde no forrowes 
with it. Letvsnot content our felues onely with 
earthly benefits, and Worldly gifts which with- 
out Chrift, will bee teftimonies againft vs, and 
acoales of fire to burne vs, 

_ The menof this World, according to Saint 
Auguftines indgement, are vnhappily happie ; 
thatis, intheir wealth they are poore, in their 
health ficke, and in their felicitie they are ac- 
curled: their b table w.4 fnare before them, and 
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their profperitie will bce thesr ruine. But let vs 
defire moft earneftly, that with lofeph wee may 
c be bleed, with heauenly blefsing from aboue, 
After Achfah had gotten the South countrey 
from her father Caleb, fhee asked alfo, faying ; 
d gine me a blefsing, gine mee {prings of water, 


andhe gaue her the fprengs aboue and the {prings 


e [am.2.17- 


£ lam. 1$. 


£ Gen, 32.26 
h Hof, 12.4. 


i Pfa.s15,12. 


k Eccle.11.22 


1 Mal.3: 10, 


mP hil 18. 


n AR., 26. 


beneath, 

After thou haft receiued temporall gifts from 
God, aske morcouer his fpirituall, and heauenly 
bleffing ; which is that ¢ good giuing, and that 
perfect gift from abone, comming downe from the 
Father of lights, £ which gineth to all men liberal. 
ly, and reproacheth no man that asketh in faith 
and bumilitie : yea, let his bleffing be fo deare to 
thee, and fo defired of thee, that thou bee moft 
willing to wreftle for the fame. Take hold of 
Chrift by fure faith, and fay with Jacob, 8 Zwik 
not les thee goe, except thou bleffe me, h weepe and 


ray unto him, vnrill hee bleffe thee, then thou 


fhalt finde, i that he will bee mindefull of shee, and 
that k the blefsings of the Lord, are the wages of 
the godly ; and that hee maketh thy profperitie 
foone to flourifh, and when hee! will powre thee 
out a blefsing without meafure, then iuftly thou 
mayeft fay, as the Apoftle fpeaketh to another 
purpofe, ™ Now I hane receined all, and I haue 
plentie, fecing, I haue gotten the bleffing of my 
Sauiour. 

Declare openly great thankefulneffe, to thy 
moft louing and kinde God, whon raifed up his 
Sonne Iefus , and hath fent him to bleffe thee, in 

; turning 
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turning thee from thine iniquities, and o called'o1Pe.39. ` 
thee who fhould bee.an heire of blefsing. P There- |? Eccle.39-35 
fore praife the Lord, withthy whole heart and 

mouth, and bleffe the Name of the Lord. Si vis Augnf. 
benedicere Dominum, fac verbum, fac voluntatem 

cus. If thou defire to bleffethe Lord, doc his 

Word, doe his Will. 

< If thou wouldeft looke diligently to others 

who bleffed God, their example might bee a 
provocation, and an allurement to thee, for thee, 

todoethe like dutie. Zeshro faid, £ Bleffed bee the |! Bxod.18.10 
Lord , who hath delmered his people out of the 

hand of Pharaoh, and from under the hands of the 

Egyptians. £ Deborah and Barak pra:fzd the |‘ ludg.s.2, 
Lord for their victory, becaufe the Lord brought 

downe Zabin the King of Canaan. t The whole | *Lute 19.37. 
multitude of the Diftiples, did praife God, with . 
aloud voyce; faying, Bleffed bee the King that 

commeth in the Name of the Lord, peacé in 

Heauen, 2nd glory in the higheft places. The 

feruant of Abraham faid, 4 Bleffed bee the Lord + Gen.r4.27, 
God , who hath not withdrawnge his mercie, and 

trueth from my maftcy : hee praifed God, who 

profpered the marriage of Ifaac with Rebecca, 

_ Seeing thofe men had iuft occafion to bleffe 

God, cuen for his benefits beftowed vpon o- 

thers; haftthounot (Chriftian reader,) greater 
reafon to bleffe thy God, for his mercies vouch-| 
fafed’ vpon thy owne felfe, andto fay with Za- 
charias, x Ble(fed bee the Lord God of Ifrael, be-. x tuker.68. 
arm hee hath vifited and redecmed his people, | | 


k- hath vraifed vp the horne of faluation to vs, 
and 
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and hath fent vs delincrance from the hands of 
our enemies, and from all that hate us, that hee 
would fhew mercy towards vs, and remember his 
holy Conenant ? 

To the end thou mayft obtaine this moft ioy- 
full bleffing, let the Spirit of Chrift rule power- 
fully in thy heart. bs non benedicitur, vbi non 
dominatur : no blefsing there, where Chrift 
hath not the ruling and gouernment. 


Crap. XVII. 


Chrift gineth Himfelfe , to bee our 
Husband. 


Esvs Chrift* in whom all things appeare 
[r of mercie , and full of maruell, giueth 

Himfelfe to bee a Husband to his Church ; 

aThat hee might make it unto himfelfe a glo- 
rious Church, not hauing {pot or wrinckle, or any 
fuch thing, but that it fhould bee holy and without 
blame. 

Asthofe men whom Afofes fent to fpie ont 
the land of Canaan, had not fufficient ftrength, 
to carry of all the fruites which grew in that fer- 
tile land. But onely brought with them, > a 
branch with one cluster of Grapes, fome of the 
Pomegranates and of the Figges : So neither man, 
nor Angclis able exactly to declare what are ai 

manifold 
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aeea | aa 
manifold and wonderfull benefits, what excee- 
ding good they receiue,who ger Chrift truely to 
be the Husband of their foules. 
, When a Prince giueth to his Fauourite, the] simil. 
Į cornes of a yeeres growing, vpcn a large and 
fruitfull Countrey, hee beftoweth vpon hima 
benefit : but when the Prince frankcly giveth 
the land it felfe in heritage, that is a greater, and 
more worthie benefit. All other gifts are like 
‘jthe Corne of one yeere, Chrift is the ground: 
who fo hath gotten him,may fay with Dawid, c I | c Pal-16.6. 
haue a faire heritage, as i 
Chrift will marrie thee, d vato himfelfe for | 4 Hokz-19. 
ener: yea he will marry thee unto bimfelfe in righ- 
teonfneffe, and in judgement, and in mercie, and in 
compafsion; hee will enen marry theevnto himin 
faithfulneffe, and thou fhalt know thy Lord, hee 
will then continually c remember thee with the kind. |° \ere.2-2. 
neffe of thy youth, and the loue of thy marriage; 
he willthen giue to thee more precious Pearles, 
betrer raiment, and more worthie gifts,then was 
giuen to d Rebecca, Ifzacks wife. t Gen.24-§3, 
In hand!ing of this matter, we will keepe this | The order — 
order. Firft, wee will {peake of the preparation | here ob- 
to the. marriage, Secondly, of the marriage ir | ferued- 
felfe. Thirdly, of the duties of thofe who are 
married. Fourthly, of the confolations which 
redound to vs, by this happie marriage. P 
Firft concerning our preparation. As all ciuill | Preparati- 
matters of any importance, require due prepa- | on forfpi- 
ration : no great warre-fare vndertaken, no ftare- | rituali ma- 
ly building enterprifed, no farre iourney ‘be- | MOME. 
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gunne, no notable worke performed, no earthly 
marriage folemnized without preparation : So 
in fpiricuall matters, and efpecially in this hea- 
uenly marriage, preparation is requifite and ne- 
ceflary: 1. Chriftians prepare themfelues: 2, 
Minifters traucll to prepare them: 3. Chri 
principally doeth this worke. 

I. We fhould prepare our felues for our hea- 
uenly marriage. Firft, with true humilitie, and 
holy care like 4zzail, humble, and € astaning for 
her marriage with Dauid. Secondly, by putting 
on f a wedding garment ; otherwife wee fhall be 
cat into veter darkenefle. Thirdly , by forfa- 
king our fathers houfe with g Rebecca. Fourthly, 
by h praying alwayes, with all manner of prayer, 
and {upplication in the {pirit, that wee may bee 
rightly prepared, i ta be made partakers of Chrifi : 
for his k wife will make her felfe readie, 

Rehoboam Salomons fone, did} enill and 
foolijhly ; for be prepared not his heart to feeke the 
Lord, to be his protectour, husband, and mafter ; 
but happie Zehofhaphat did well and wifely, who 
m prepared his heart to fèeke God, exhorting his 

seople to feare God, whom he worfhipped. 

II. The Minifters of Chrift,” Gods labourers 
sogether with him, theo difpofers of his fecrets, the 
p Ansbaffadours of his glorious Gofpel, they prefle 
alfo qto prepare the people for one husband, to pre- 
fin themas a pure virgine toChrist. 

Which thing they doe, by preaching fincere- 
ly, the true word of God, his vndoubted veri- 
jtie, by delivering dottrine containing the per- 
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Be O O =e 
fon, and office of Chrift , * keeping backe nothing, |© AGs 20,20. 
that is profitable for the people ; witne/Sing to ak} 
repentance towardes God, and faith towardes our | 
Lord lefus Christ : andby refuting of erroneous 
and impious doctrine , as that firt Martyr. 
Stenen, fo refuted the Libertines, and Cyreni-. 
ans with whom hee difputed, £ that they were not |f A&esé.t0. 
able to refift the wifedome , and she fpirit by the 
which he fpake ; Thus did Apollos, ¢ who mightily |t AGs 18.28, 
confuted the lewes publikely, with great vehemen- 
| cie, fhewing by the Scriptures, that lefus was the 
Chrift. | 
Pus did the Apoftle Paul, u who confuted |" A&es 9-22. 
the Iewes, which dwelt at Damafcus, confirming 
that Iefus was the Chrif. Alfo Peter, vehemently 
refuted falfe teachers, for telling that x they fhonld| * 2Pet.26t2- : 
perilh through their owne corruption, and fhould : 
receiue the wages of vunrighteoufneffe, to their 
damnation. Indeed Minifters ofthe holy Euan- 
j gel, fhould labour earneftly, to bee like that An- 
gel, which defcended from heauen, atthe time 
of Chrifts refurre&tion ; hee did three things : 
Firft, a Aee rolled backe the fione from the doore of |* Matth.28,2. 
the Sepulchre: Secondly, for feare of him, Chrifts , 
enemies were afraid : Thirdly, they who loued 
Chrift, were directed to Galile, where they 
might fee him. - 
So faithfull Paftours fhould preffeand pray.| 
te That theb fony hearts of their people, may bee |” Bzck-t 1-19. 
taken from them, that foft hearts of flefh may bee e 
ginen vnto them, that they cmay prepare the way 
of the Lord, to walke in his Statutes, and keepe his 
2 Mi iundzements. 
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indgemscnts, 2, That all ftubborne and vncor- 
rigible finners, who 4 tranfereffe without caufe, 
who ¢forfake the Lord, departing from him, may 
bee afhamed and confounded. 3. That many 
may be brought to Chrift to be faued. 

ILI. Minifters doc prepare people by exher- 
ting them,with Peter £ to repentance, and amend- 
ment of life, inftructing them in the way of god- 
lineffe, that 3 therr conuerfation may be asit be- 
commeth the Gofpel of Chrift : 4. By reproouing 
and threatning them, for their wicked'wayes , 
denouncing with Chrift, b except they amend 
their lines, that (asthe vngodly) they fhallall itke- 
wife perio. 5. By comforting them when they 
are introuble, telling them i tat their helpecom- 
meth from the Lord, which hath made the heauen 


‘and the earth . that he will not forfake the worke- 


manfhip of his owne hands, whom k hee aid 
draw out of the wonbe, and whofe God he was from 
their mothers belly, affuring them, that 1 as the 
[uff erings of Chrift abound in them, fo alfo their 
confolations will abound through Chrif, thatm al 
the wayes of theLord,are mercy and trueth, unio al | 
fuch as keepe bis Couenant, and that all things 
worke together, for the best unto them that loue 
Ged. 6. By praying for their people a with Sa- 
muel, without ceafing, 7, By liuing a godly life 
and conuerfation, fhewing the good and right} 
way, by their owne example, going before o- 
thers in the courfe of godlineffe. i 
Thus the Minifters by doctrine, by refuting 

of errors, by exhortation, reprehenfions, confo» 
lations, $. 
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lations, prayers, and by good example , doe tra- 
uell to prepare people for this happie marriage : 
| wherefore they fhould be honoured, obeyed 
pand had in fingalar lone for their workes fake, who 
are q watching for our foules, that they all may be 
faued and ioyned infeparably with theirSauiour. 
Yet let vs remember , thatneither the painefull 
labours of moft vigilant and faithfull Paftours, 
neither the continuall care and endeauour of 
people themfelues, will be altogether: fuflicient 
fortheir due preparation to this heavenly wed- | 
locke ; but euen he * that made the earth by his 
power, and prepared and eftabhifhed the world by 
his wifedome, and hath ftretched out the beauen by 
his difcretion,he muf principally do this work,& | 
makè vs readie, for fuch a bleffed matrimonie., © 
And albeit the Pelagians affirmed, thatat isin 
the power of man wholly to prepare himfelfe to 
receiue Chrift and to doe according to Gods 
Law, to-fulfill the fame, and fo to liue here with: 
out committing of any finne: Angustineanfwe- 
reth and refuteth them very iudicioufly fhewing 
that the Pe/agians looke only to one thing in the 
Scripture , when as they fhould looke to three 
things; they looke to the commandement alone, 
but they fhould confider: 1. The Commande- 
ments: 2. The Reproofes: 3. Prayers. The | 
commandement fheweth, what men ought to. 
doe; the reproofe whar finne they haue commit- 
ted, or what good is omitted: the Prayer in- 
treateth for mercie,tor ftrength and grace toliue 
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Ifthey obie&, then the law is giuen in vaine 
to man, if mans nature furnifh no ftrength to 
obey the fame. ° 

Anfw. The Law is notin vaine ; foritdecla- 
reth to vs what God may require of vs. As an 
obligation or charges raifed thereupon, fheweth 
what fumme, and how much mony we are in- 
debtedin, but giuerh vs no ftrength to fatisfie 
that debt: Sothe Law theweth vs what is our 
debt to God, but giveth vs no power to fatisfie 
that debt. Alfo £ The Law s our Schoole-mafter 
to bring usto Chrifi, that we might bemade righ- 
teous by faith. 

But our Matter who t prepares a place for-vs 
in his Fathers hoafe, he alfo prepareth vs for him- 
felfe, and for thofe heauenly manfions, to be 
u beires together of the grace of life, to bex citizen 
with the Saints, and of the houfbold of Ged. 

Chrift prepareth vs for this marriage, 2 by ma- 
king a newcouenant with vs; by patting his Lawin 
our inward parts, and writing tt in our hearts , and 
bby bringing us into the bond of the couenant. 

Wewill briefely here remember: 1. Who are 
the partics: 2. The qualities of this covenant : 
3. The caufe thereof: 4. The confirmation of 
thefame: s. Of the moft comfortable effects 
redounding to vs thereby. 

As for the parties: Chrifte wha t clothed with 
Mateftie, and girded with power , whofe throne ts 
eftablifhed of old, -binfelfe being from enerlafting, 
our d Lord whe isa great God and agreat King abone 
ali Gods, he, the very foundation and ground- 

| pe worke 
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workeof the couenant, © Enen the Mefenger of € Mal.3.1. 
the coucnant whom we defire , and € the couenant of |‘ \a.49.8. 
the people to obtaine the inheritance , He, euen the 
Lord of life and Prince of glorie, is-moft wil- 
lingly content and defirousto make a couenant 
with poore and filthy mah |8 Lord, what is man |z Pial.tagg. 3. 
that thou regardest him? or the fonne of man that | 
thou thinkeft vpon him? Man is like to vanitie, 
and bis dates are like a Jhadow that vanith, h Thou a Iob. 1r 11, 
knowefi the vangie of manand feet iniquitie, and 
him that hath no vnderstanding, Lord, i what is i PA 8.4. 
man that thou art mindfallof him, or the fonne of | Qualities 
man that thou vifitek-him! .and thatit fhould | ofthe 
pleafe thee romake fuch.a’conenant withhim) | COHCDant- 
2. Which is moft-fure and: moft profitable, 
k God will keepe his mercie for him for eucrmore, * Pial,89.28, 
awd his couenant fhal fiand faf with him. That 
: leouenaut of peace, hall bean ™-euerlafting coue- p, da 
nant, not like the cozenant of mortalland degen. | 26. 


able man’: n Benhadad King of Aram, did > Mas1.8, | 
breake his conenant made with Baatha King of If- ee “ 
rael: But o the Sunne that is alight to the day’. 
andthe courfe of the Moone, and of the Starres , 
which are for a light tothenight; Thefe ordi- 
nances fhall rather be broken, then the coue- ° Ier.31.35. 
nant made wich the feede of Ifrael, which thall 
feridure for euer, That is alfo. moft profitable: 
for if the Gzbconites received a great benefite 
|P By thet league which Iofhua made with them, violos, 
namely,q deliverance from many enemies which ‘oef:e, 
: made warte againft them, who were-deftroy- | 
ed with an exceeding great flaughter, till they 


314. 


X Linins. l. 
45. @Va- 
lerius ef 
aly. 


t 1.King.§, 
It. 


í LKin, 9:27. 


t 1.King.g. I. 


u Luk.1.71. 


z Pfal.14q.2, 


a Mal. ato. 
b Pro.rg. 23. 


c Dan.12.3. 


Caule of 
this coue- 
nant. 


were confumed’ and * if Prolemte Philometor 
King of Agypt was much helped, becaufe he 
was the Romansconfederate, (for fo a dread- 
full enemie Antiochus Magnus who had entred 
AAgypt with a puiflant armie, was remoued, and 
that warre was’ brought to an end by C. Popilius 
the Roman Ambafladour).Alfo,if King Salomon 
was intiched by vertue of that * couenant which 
was berwcene him and Hiram King of Tyrus, whofe 
1 feruants that were mariners andhad knowledge o 

the (ea, went with Salomons Nauy and feruants to 
Ophir. From whence they did fetch gold in 
great aboundance.; moreouer his country with 
ftately buildings was bestzfied, and* that brought 
to him what(oener he defired : thall not the couce- 
nant of Chriftbe much more fteadable & com- 
fortable for Chriftianse We by vertue thereof 
fall receiue: +. Safetie : 2. Plentie: and 3.| 
Beautie. Ewen, u deliuerance from our. enemies and 

rom the hands of all that hate vs. for be ts owr 
goodnelfs, our fortrelfe, our tower and delineren: 
plentie anda blefsinz, without meafure, > Inak 
our labonr their fhall be aboundance, beautte for our 
bodies, although the fame be turned into duft 
and afhes, yet at the laft day they fhall be beauti- 
full as the brightnefle of the firmament,and may 
c fhine as the Starres for ener, Some other com- 
modities of this couenant, fhortly God-willing, 
fhall be {pecified. 

Thirdly, touching the caufe thereof; It isnot 


E 
the dignitie and perfection of our nature ; for l 
4Gen.28,27, | Wwe are butearth and flime, 4 dust and afhes., we): q 
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may € lay our hands upon our month, and confeffe 
we are vile creatures.[t is not for our merits or for 
our righteoufneffe; wee haue profane hearts, 
f enill continually by nature, g polluted lippes, defiled 
hands : fo that } there is none righteous, no not one, 
we hane all goneout of the way, and we are vnpro- 
fitable fermants. + But his moft tender merctes,his 
furpaffing and vnfpeakable kindneffe, amd k his 
good pleafure which he had purpofed in him , hath 
mooued him to make fuchacouenant with vs: 
l Becaufe from the beginning he hath chofen vs to 
faluation through fanctification of the Spirit and 
faith of trath, and™ who fall lay any thing tothe 
charge of Gods chofen, with whom he hath made 
this confederacie ? 

4. Concerning the confirmation thereof, be- 
caufe the corruption of our nature is well known 
to Chrift. i 

By which it commeth to paffe, that we giue 
leffe credence to him , then to lying men and to 
Satan, who is" a lyer and the father thereof:there- 
fore our Sauiour hauing a refpect to our infirmi- 
tie, he hath giuen to vs his word, euer heo who 
is called faithfull and true, hath giuen his word 
more p fare then the hcauens, for it q endureth for 
ewer, whereby we may be fufficiently confirmed 
and vndoubtedly aflured of the certaintie of his 
couenant. Moreouer, he hath giuen to vs his 
holy Sacraments, which are Seales to {trenethen 
vs in the fame, and efpecially as by £ his owne 
blood he hath obtained eternall redemption for vs, 
í putting away finne by the facrifice of himfelfe : {o 
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t through the blood of the euerlasting couenant, wee 
may be moft certainly perfwaded,that the league 
which he maketh with vs, willbe foreuer efta- 
blifhed, even» through the fprinkling of the blood 


4. | Of lefts Chrift, x that fpeaketh better things then 


that of Abel. 

Indeede the Grecians, Romans, and Arabians 
defired their couenants made with men, to be 
ratified by the blood of beafts, by wine,and fun- 
dry other Ceremonies which at large are recor- 
ded in Hiftories. But Chriftians forfaking fuch 
fantafies fhould moft willingly content them- 
felues, with this moft fure confirmation which is 
purchafed aby the vertae and vigour of the blood 
of God, and the working of his Spirit. 

Laftly, many and comfortable are the effects 

of this couenant. When Iehofhaphat King of 
Iudah did toyne himfelfe with Ahaziah King of If- 


rael who was ginen to doe enill no ptofite nor com- | 


moditie followed to him thereupon, for his fips 
were broken, that they were nos able to goe të Tar- 
feih: Burthe matter is otherwaies, when we 
are ioyned with Chrift Tefus, that coniunétion 
wil neuer be for our hurt or detriment, but there- 
by we thall receiue great good and profite. See- 
ing God in Chrift his ¢ beloned Sonne is well plea- 


.| fed, therefore he d hath not appointed vs unto 


wrath, but to obtaine faluation, by the meanes of our 
Lord lefus Carift, © which delinercth vs from the 
wrath tacome, [o that we fhal wot be £ veffels of 
wrath prepared to defiruction. 

Moreouer, git pleafedibe Father, oy Chrif to 


reconcile 


7 — 


; 
7 
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reconcile all things unto himfelfe, euen flrangers and 
enemies hath he now reconciled unto himfelfe,h not 
imputinz our finnes tovs, Furthermore, hewill 
urge i and cleanfe vs by the walhing of water 
through theword, yea be wilk wajh us from our 
finnesin his owne blood : alfo bewrll \ cloth vs with 
| broidered worke, and coner us with fine linnen and 
filke, and decke vs with gold and ornaments, fo that 
we thal become through his goodneffe very beanti- 
full, through that beantie that God hath fet upon vs. 
m That conenant between: Jonathan and Dauid, 
redounded tothe welfare of Dauid, who thereby 
was apparelled and armed, saduertifed, de- 
liuered and comforted : o But we {hall be bettér 


apparelled, more furely armed , enen with p the 


armour of light, more frequently aduertifed,more 
powerfully deliuered, and more ioyfully com- 
forted by the ftrength and power of the coue- 
nant, which Chrift maketh with vs, who requi- 
rethon our part liuely and iuftifying faith , 4 wor- 
king by lone, which all men haue not, but only £ Gods 
Elect who haue that knowledge of the truth which ts 
according to godlinefe. r 
Now we areto confider in the next place of 
this happie marriage. Surely, by diligent medi- 
tation therof, my heart failech within my breaft, 
my tongue faultereth within my mouth, aboun- 
dance of teares falleth from my cyes; ‘all the 
powers of my foule are aftonied, and all the 
members of my bodie are fufpended from their 
owne functions. Almightie God, King of glo- 
rie, let it pleafe thy Maieftie to. tell thy poore 
Riaz 
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feruant, what faw thy wifedome and holineffe 
in vs, thatmooued thee toenter into fuch a fo- 
cietie with vs. _Indeede daceb had a refpecto Ra- 

t Gen. 2g.r7, | Chels beautic, for thee £ was beautifull and faire, | 
. | Othniel ad a refpet to Ach{ahs riches , for thee | 
tofasag. | obtained t a South countrey and [brings of water, 
Boaz had a repect to the goodneffe of Ruth, for 
u Ruth. | hee was evertuous woman, Dauid had a repedt 
*1.5am.18 | to Michals zebrlitse, for {hee * was a Kings daugh- 


es: ter, and to Abigails wifedome and humulitie,who 


a kept him from lhedding of blood. Fuery one of 
thefe men had fome reafons for their marriage 
with fuch worthy perfonages: but Lord, thou 
faweft ño caufeinvs, which might allure theeto 
regard vs, no comelineffe or beautie, but defor- 


21,S4,2 5.330 


` 


b Nah.2.10, 


mitie by nature, b AM onr faces gathering blacke- 
nefe, no treafurenor riches but pouertie and na- 
c Eze.16.7. | kednefle,, Fox cwe were naked and bare, no vertue 
| nor goodneffe, bur difloyaltie and wickednefle, 
a Tit3.3. | for we d were in time paft, difobedient, decciued, 


lining in enuie and malicionfueffe ; no Gentry nor 
Nobilitie, but contempt and bafenefle, e corrup- 
tion being our father, the worme being our mother 
and fifter, no wifedome nor humilitic, but pride 
and foolifhneffe ; for we who are £ uawife, 3 bane 
bchaued onr felues proudly, and haue hardned our 
neckes, fo that wee haue wot harkned toChrifts 
commanndements : Yet this hath beenc the 
good pleafure of thee our bleffed Sautour , to 
ioyne thy felfe vnfeparably with vs , and of 
thy pure -bountie and grace without any of 
our deferuings, to: giue thy felfe vnto vs, ae 
tnoy 


e Tob,r7,14. 


f Tie.3.3. 
8 Neh.g. 16. 
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thou mayft inrich vs with great and excellent 
i benefits. 
Leth the heauens be aStonied at this (not at mans n ter, 2.73, 
vnkindneffe onely, but at the Lords kindneffe) | 
let the holy Angels admire this, hauingi thezr | i Exo.25.20, 
: faces towards the true Propitiatorie, let all the 
: world wonder at fo rare goodneffe, lerk akhis x Pf.103.21, 
feruants that doe his pleafure praifethe Lord, for 
fo rich mercy and great miffery. There are fundry 
forts of mifteries recorded in the holy {criptures; 
as the 1 myfleries or fecrets of the kingdome of i Mathrz.1. 
heauen which are reueiled vntoChrifts diftiples, 
m the myffery which was. kept fecret fince the world | m Romé. 25 
began,namly the Gofpel & preaching of Iefus Chrift 
reneiled by himfeife and his Apoftles ; the n myffe- 
ry concerning the eftate of people at Chrifts D1.Cor.tg.g. 
fecond comming ; with fome others: but there 
is mention made onely of two great myfteries, 
one in the perfonall coniunction of the natures 
in Chriftowhich is God manifested in the flefh, a| o5.Tim,. 
great myftery ; another in the fpirituall bond of | 16. 
the Church with her head Chrift, p they twaise| p cisa 
foal be one flefh: This isalfo a great myftery, | Poiststo 
which may makethe wifeftto be rauifhed in the, be intrea- 
fpirit with great loue and admiration. ted. 
Inhandling ofthis marriage, we will declare, | The necef- 
t. the neceffitie thereof : 2. of the fimilitude | @Y of 
spa ae marriage. : 
betweene heauenly and ciuill marriage: 3.0fthe| 7) a 
diffimilitude: 4. of fome properties of our huf- io Vive 
band. | Be, mar. 
1-Concerning the neceffitie thereof ifnaturall 
or ciuill marriage (which is a lawfull focietie or 
i Rr 3 con- 
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coniunction betweene man and woman, inthe 
which with alikeconfent, the one ought him- 
felfe to the other) be expedient and needfull, ac- 
cording to the faying of God himfelfe:4 Zt is not 
good that the man fhould be himfelfe alone, and an 
ancient thus {peaketh: Qu fine vxore eft quafi 
fine domo fit, Sicut enimvir publicis officiis , ita 
mulier dome/ticis minifferiis habitior habetur: who 
wanteth a wife let him be as if he wanted an. 
houfe ; for like as a man is more able for publike 
affaires , {o is the woman for houfhold matters. 
Alfo the gentiles(efpecially the Lacedemonians, 
did fo efteeme of marriage,that they noted with 
a marke of ignominy, thofe men who abhorred 
thefame, and ordained thatthe honour and re- 
uerence due to aged men, fhould be denyed 
to thofe , who did not augment the number of 
the Citizens in the eftate of marriage. Where- 
fore, when Dorcillidaes a worthy and valiant 
Captaine,and profitable for the common-weale 
had reproued a young man for that he did not 
rife and giue place to him (according tothe cu- 
tome of Sparta) Albeit he thus anfwered nei- 
ther haft thou begotten any to giue place to me, 
yet that young man for fuch an anfwer to his 
elder and fuperiour, was neither challenged nor 
punifhed. But there isan abfolute neceffity of 
this fpiricuall marriage, without the which! wee 
fhall hane no part with Chrift, no communion 
nor fellowfhip with him , and wef Jhal be fiript 
naked and made asawildernefe, lskea dry land, 
flaine for thirft : But by vertue thereof, we am 
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haue vndoubted right and intereft to Chrift 
himfelfe, to his benefits here,and to all the ioyes 
and pleafures of the kingdome of heauen for 
ever. Hee fhall become our moft plentifull 
‘portion in the land of the lining, u the gates of hell | t Pal. 142.5. 
[ball not onercome vs nothing * fhallbe able to fepe- | © Math 16.8, 
rate vs from the loue of God, which isin Chrift so 
Iefus our Lord ; who fhall be to vsa moft plea- 
fant and profitable ftorehoufe of all felicity and 
happineffe. 

2. There is anagreementor fimilitude be- 
tweene Heauenly and ciuill marriage: 1. In that 
one and the fame God isthe ordainer of them 
both : Againe, for one fpirituall end, for pro- 
creation and propagation naturally and fpiri- 
| tually , athar children like the oline plants may be | a Pial 128.3. 
feene round about the table, andb that Ziow may | * 160.8. |} 
bring forth her children, that a nation may be borne | 
atonce. Who hath heard fuch a thing? who hath 
feenefach a thing? ~ 

3. There is adifference inthis. Inciuill mar- 
riage, The woman was appointed to be an helpe | <Gen.2.18. 
for man, cuenan help of pietie, dihat fome may | a i rer. a 
be wonto Chrif by the pure connerfation of wifes:| 
2. An helpe of fociety to beare him company in | Atom Sam 
his life’; for ir is not good that man who is | ewsiccren, 
alouing creature, defirous of friendfhip, and fo- | 47%. E- 
ciable, fhould be himfelfealone. © Tiwo are better |175 4-1. 
then one: woetohim thatts alone, for hee falleth, | Sg. se 
and there is not a fecond to lift him vp: 3.Anhelpe 
of gouernment of the family , £ To gouerne the), 
boufe, foravertuous woman 8 will doe good and | sP:0,33.12. 
zø! 
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not enill to her husband, fhee will ouer-fee the wayes 
of her houshold,and not eate the bread of idleneffe. 
4. Anhelpe of his infirmitie, that hee may bee 
kept from his vneleanneffe, and vnlawfull loue, 


h 1Cor,7.2. | thath be may auoide fornication. 


i Pfal, 0.13, 


But Chrift who is God al-{ufficient, hath no 
neede atallof the helpe ofany man. Ifhe were 
i hungrie he would not tellus . for the World is his, 
and all that therein i. 

4. Many are the good properties of this 

! bleffed husband, who of his owne accord, and 
good pleafure, hauing no neede, marrieth the 
Church to himfelfe ; {uch as ftrength, diligence, 
riches, beautic, wifedome, patience, conftancie, 
andnobilitie, Firft, ftrength, ftronger then Sam- 


k Pfal.72.12. fon, X to deliuer the poore when hee crieth, and the 


l Ifa.65. 24° 


m Ephef2.4. 
n y.$am.2.70 
o Pfalg 5-2. 


needie that hath no helper. Secondly, diligence, 
and vigilancie; more diligent then Jacob, for 
l he will anfwere before we call,and will heare whiles 
we fheake, Thirdly, heeis more rich then Boas, 
for he ism rich in mercie, andn maketh rich, whom 
he pleafeth. Fourthly, he is fairer then the chil- 


dren of men,grace is powred in his lippes , be is moft 


PCant.s.verl. | mightie, to profper with his worfbip and glory, p hee 
1031112316. | ss white and ruddie, the chiefef of tenne thoufand ; 


TReues.tz. | ders, Fiftly, wifer then Salomon, for he is qwor-| 


hee is wholly dilectable, hishead is fine Gold, bis 
eyes like Doues, his checkes as a bed of Spices, and 
as fwcete Flowres, bis lippes like Lillies, dropping 
downe pure Mirrhe , his mouth as fmeete things, 
kis countenance as Lebanon, excellent as the Ce- 


thy to receiue power, riches , and wifcdome, and 
honour, 
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ee a 
honour, and glory, Sixtly, more patient then : 
Iob, for heisa* God.of patience, and confolation, ~“ Reucl.r5.g. - 
f who for along time hath beene fill, and refrained | Oaze 
himfelfe , « who hath not delt with vs afier our|' Phal, 103.10 
finnes, nor rewarded vs according to our iniquities, rA 
Seuenthly,our husband is more conftant then 4- 

Jbuerofh , his wife was diuorced from, and 4 wot | “ Eft-r.19, 
foffered to come before him;xChrift wil neuer write | * Deut.24.3. 
alester of dinorcement againft his beloned, a whow | +Holz.19. 

he will marry to himfelfe for ener, Eightly, hee is 
moft noble, that > dleffed Prince, onely King of |» 1.Tira.b-15 
kings, and Lord of lords, whois thec forne of A- | € Luke 3.38. 
dam, and alfo the Sonne of God. . 
Yet notwithftanding,of fo many & fo good pro- 
perties;he is well content and confenteth to giue 
himfelfe to be our husband, euen he who is omni | e74gnet. 
voluptate dulcier, omni luce clarior, omni honore COM: lib. 
| fublimior, more {weete then all pleafure, more | 9° ““P*** 
bright then all light, more high then all honour, - 
will accept of vsto bee his Spoufe, and call vs to 
` the participation, ofall his treafures, and folem- 
nize this happie marriage with vs, to the which | / 
God the Father giueth alfo his:confent; 4 who fo | ¢ lohn 3.16 
loneth the World, that hee hath ginen his onely be- 
gotten Sonne , that whefoener beleeueth in him 
fhoula not perifh,out haue enerlafting life ; e thankes |° 2-Corg.ts 
therefore be unto God, for his un{peakeable gift. 
Truely we our felues, haue more then reafon, 
moft willingly with all our hearts, to giue our: 
` |confent and approbation tothis marriage, and 
to embrace moft louingly, and humbly thiscon-| —_- 
dition. £ Rebecca readily confented to bee Tfaacs |  Gen-2458. 
Sf wife ; 
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amaeana OC 
E 1.Sam.25. | wife ; fog Abigail arofeand halted to be Danids 
oa" wife: fhallnot wee moft ioyfully, confentto bee 
the Spoufe of [efus Chrift, the King ofall glory, | 
the gtuer of all felicitie ? 
Duetiesof| Becaufe hee moft exactly performeth to his 
an husband | Church all the dueties belonging toa good huf- 
band, which are feuen: 1. Tolouevs: 2. To} 
teach vs: 3. To furnifh needfull things vnto vs : 
4. To defend vs: s. To beare with our infir- 
mities :` 6. To comfort vs in time of trouble : 
7. Oftentimes to vifire vs, and to dwell with vs. 
h Hof-ta.s. Firft, Chrift wil lone us. freely , and turne 
away his anger from vs, Secondly, when his | 
iCant8.2. | Spoufe i will bring him to her mothers honfe, 
then hee will teach her. If Elsha faid to Job, 
‘ob 33.33. |k heare mee, and Iwill teach thee wifedome; may 
not our husband rather fay to vs ; heare me, and 
Plal-7at7. |I will teach yee wifedome ? hee 1 who hath 
taught vs from our youth, enenvntill now, hee 
will alfo inftruét vs vnto our old age, and gray 
head, neuer forfaking vs. Thirdly, he who fuf- 
™ Luk,22.35- | fered his Difciples, to m dacke nothing that was 
"Deur.8.3. | weed full for them ; n who fed his people with Manna 
°Plal.78.15. | iv the vafruitfull Wilderneffe, ° who in that great 
and terrible defert, clane the Rockes, and gaue them 
drinke as out of the great deepes, yea, not onely 
FIfag8213 |p he canfed the waters to cufb ont, and to flow from 
; ` {she Rocke for the thirffie, but alfo would hane 
S PLal81.36. |q fufficed them with Hony out of the Rocke; who 
r Mat.t7.27. may make x falh to furnifh money to his owne; who 
í Deut.29.5. | May caufe, that the f cloathes of his feruants, and 


their fhooes waxe not old, inthe fpace of fourtie | 
yeeres ,| 
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hundreth men, with an Oxe goad, faued Ifrael: 
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yeeres ; who may make an infinite quantitic of 
wooll, fo perfect as the moft fine wooll, that the 
Sheepe beareth, to raine from heauen, like as at 
other times it vfeth to fnow ; which hee did in 
the dayes of Valentinianus the firft, (if it be true 
as Saint Jerome wriveth,) who may command 
thet Rasens (again{t their nature) for to bring 
bread and fle(h, euen daily, for the fultenance of 
his beloued ; u whofe hand is neuer fhortned ; 
whofe loue is neuer changed; whofe power is 
neuer diminifhed; whofe treafiire of mercie is 
neuer exhaufted. Seeing our Sauiour is * çare- 
full for the foules of the ayre, that doe not fow, 
either reape, nor carry into the barnes, that hee 
feedeth them ; and fceing hee regardeth the 
flowres and graffe of the field, that doe not 
labour neither fpin, yet moft beautifully hee 
cloatheth and arrayeth them ; whichare grow- 
ing pleafantly one day, andon the morrow, are 
caft into the Quen : are not his owne Saints bet- 
ter then they ¢ Will hee not doe much more for 
them, who depend vpon his prouidence ? 
Fourthly , Chrift will faue and defend his 
Spoufe whom hee enricheth. 7f a Shamgar the 
Sonne of Anath, which flew of the Philiffimes fixe 
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fhall not our Saviour deftroy our enemies, and 
preferue his owne Church? Surely b bee will 
keepe her as the apple of his eye, and hide her under 
the fhadow of his wings, and cdefend her in the 
Shadow of his hand : for he who is moft louing,he 
is euer prefent with her,and alfo moft powerfull. 

Sf 2 a Albeit 
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Albeit, David was not euer prefent with Abi- 
gail, tofaue her from theAmalekites, (for in his 
abfence, d fhe was taken prifoner, ) andalbeit, Da- ` 
rius was not powerfull enough to faue his wife, 
from the force of that great Conquerour; yer 
Tefus Chrift is alwayes prefent, and moft power- 
full, 4e¢who is the Lord of hoftes, fhall defend his 
owne Spoufe, and preferue her continually. 

Fiftly, Zee £ who hath beene till, and refrained 
himfelfe, who is flow to anger, albeit heeg bee great 
in power, b hee knoweth whereof wee bee made , 
whowill besre his owne people, as a man docth beaye. 
his fonne, and who willkcarry them alwa yes corte. 
sually,! in bis armes,he will alfo beare with their 
infirmities, and fuffer. the imperfections of his 
owne beloued, hee willneuer caft her off, nor 


‘giuc her a bill of diuorcement. Marcus Aurelius 


patiently. endured the misbehaviour, and vn- 
dutifulneffe of his wife Faustina; who was (as 
all writers affirme) very difhoneft, and vnmeafu. 
rably diffolure ; he would not put her away, nor 
diuorce himfelfe from her; andfor iome reafon 
which he confeffeth , becaufe he receiued with 
her the Romane Empire, that was the Dowry of 
their Marriage : But what reafon hath Tefus 
Chrift in our {pirituall Matrimonie, fo often to | 
fuffer our inGdelitie, and ynthankefulnefle, that 
when as we intendto goe after other louers, yet 
m he will fop our way with thornes, and make a 
hedge, that we fhall sat finde our pathes ; and to in- 
cline our hearts, to returne to our firft husband ¢ |., 
This is for no good which hee receiueth of 
j VS ;. 
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vs ; for wee of our felues are n contemptible ,: 
weake, filthy, and poore miferable wretches. but 
it proceedeth of his admirable goodnefle, and 
moft tender compaffions ; he willo make vs mem- 
bers of his body, of his fiejh, and of his bones, then 
nourifh, cherifh, and fuffer vs; yea, hee will 
giue honour to vs, as vnto P the weaker veffels, 
Sixtly he will then comfort his owne Church. 
Shall q Boaz comfort Ruth? Shall: Elcanah com- 
fort Hannah? Shall £ Dauid comfort Berfheba ¢ 
And fhall not Chrift rather minifter ioy , and 
confolation to his owne Spoufe? Now she fame 
Tefus Chrift oar Lord, and our God, which hath 
tloned us, and hath ginen vs enerlafting conjolati- 
on, and good hope through grace alwayes, will 


“| comfort our hearts, and eftablifh vs in every 


word, and good worke : The confolations giuen 


| by Chrift, are not like thofe confolations, which 


the Ambaffadours of Ilium or Troy, dcliuered 
to Tiberius : thefe were vntimely andtoo late, 
long after the deceafe of his fonne, therfore iuft- 
ly in his anfwere hee moeked them, faying ; that 
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hee was forrowfull for their fakes, becaufe they | 


had loft a worthy Citizen, Hector. 

While Chrift is our comforter, hee is not like 
Tobs friends, who u all were miferable Comsforsers 
to him, but mofttruely he * will returne and com- 
fort vs, and moft fufficiently ; for his a tender 
and fufficient mercies » according to his promife 
will comfort his owne feruants. b Reioyce, O Hea- 
wens, and bec ioyfall, O Earth, burft foorth into 


‘praife, O Mousstaincs ; for God hath comforted | + 
} S 
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u Iob 16.9, 
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his people, and will haue mercie upon bis affi- 
cled. | 
Seauenthly , He willnot only behold and vi- 
ePalgo, 15, {ite vs; ¢ 4s the vineyard, that bis owne right hand 
a Pfal.106. 4. hath planted , d but alfo he will vifite vs with his 
© Eph 3.17. faluaton, ande dyellin our hearts by faith. 
‘Genet’ | And if-God £ blefed Potiphar the Egyptians 
ade” houfe for lofephs fake, who dwelt therein, will 
he not bleffe that heart wherin Chrift dwellerh? 
Now Chrift dwelleth with his Spoufe continu- 
ally, s He well not faile her nor for fake her eternally: 
iif fora momentanda little feafon he hide his 
face from her, yet he will returne, and with euer- 


8 Heb,12.5, 
i 12.9 4.8, 


ming perfitely all the duties of a moft dutifull 
and kinde husband. 

But let vs with all diligence endeauour, faith- 
lly to obferue and to doe the duties belonging 
to our felues, whichvare diuerfe: 1. k To fubmit 


Duties of 
Chrias aa" 


Spoufe. i 
ae 1s. |Our felues to our Lord, ! humbling our felues vn- 
! Pets | der his mightie hand that he may exalt vs tn due 


time: 2. To™ forget our fathers houfe, not to 
afhion our felues like vato this werid. If for the 
loue of Iacob, Rahel and Leah , faid, © that they 
had no more portion nor inheritance in their father 
Labans hou fè, fecing hee did commit them as 
ftrangers: Should we not farre rather for the 
loue of Iefus, be.p as fPrangers and pilgrimes : fee- 
ing qwe have no continuing Citie, thinke that we 
haue no fure portion nor heritage here in this 
world, whereof Satan is called(in refpect of the 
reprobate) ' Te Prince, accounting vs aes 
an 


m P fal.4g. 10, 
n Rom,123,2. 


o Gen.3 1.12. 


P 1.Pet 2. IL 


q Heb,13. I4. 


r loh.14.30. 


lafting mercy haue. compaffion on her, perfor-, 
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and enemies? theretore for Chrift fake we ought | 
to be content to contemne and forfake this pre- 
fent world. | 

Themiftocles the Athenian, defired to learne | pjyparch. sx | 
the art of obliuion, -becaufe he remembred thofe gra. Apoth, |, 
things which hee would not, and could not for- Cicero lib.2, 
get thethings hee wifhed toforget: Chriftians de Ora. 
alfo fhould wifh to learne the art of oblivion, to 
forget the euill fafhions of this euill world, 
and with the Apoftle £ to forget that which is. í Phil,z.13. 
behind, and endeanour themfelues vnto that | 
which is before. ` 

It isicertaine, as the feruant of Chrift Saint 
Paal, lamented for that hee did not the good 
thing hee would, but that t hee did the enil, which |«Rom.7,19...|- 
he would not; {o Chriftians remember the things, 
which they defire to forget, namely, finne, and 
wrongs done to them, and with lamentation, | 
forget many good inftructions , -whith they. 
would faine keepe in minde : and before they 
learne to remember, and practife their {pirituall 
husbands leffons, they muft firft learne to forget 
the errours of finne and Satan, "in whom thereis, «toh 3.14, 
no trueth, who ts alyar, and the father thereof. =: i 

3. As the captiue woman whomean Ifraclite 
was of purpofe to marry,behoued xto pur off the) x Deut 11.13 
garment , that fhe was takenin, and remaine sn her 
busbands houfe; fo the Spoufe of Chrift muf cat} 
off the filthy and vnhoneft garments of nature | 
and be arrayed with pure a fine linnen and fhining, | aReu.19.8. 
which is the richteoufnefe of the Saints euer re-' 
maining in her husbands houfe. | i 
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e a O N 
4. When we remainc in his houfe, we fhould 
behaue‘our felues reuerently in his prefence , as 


b Rebecca did-before Ifaac, obeying and honouring 


him dutifully, as ¢ Sarah ebeyed Abraham , and 
called him Lord or Mafler; yea the Ethnick wo- 
men, as Lucretia, fo {pake of their husbands, 
calling them Lords. 

This obedient humility and humble obedi- 
ence is moft pleafant and acceptable to our moft. 
worthy and bleffled husband, and of greateft 
force to win him and to obraine his comfor- 
table fauour : for according to the faying of wife 
Salomon, the humble in [pirit foal receive glory: 
And no marueile, feeing they enioy him, who is 
the giuer of all glory. And as Linia Aug. Cafars 
wife,being asked, by what meanes fhee could fo 
purchafeche affection of her husband, as it were 
to fubduchim, who fubdued the whole world. 
Shee anfwers, that with great humilitie , and 
modefty,and becaufe fhe did gladly thofe things, 
which fhee knew was pleafant to him : thee did 
procure his fauour and affection. So to obtaine 
the loueof Chrift, the beft meanes which we 
can vfe, is¢todecke our foules inwardly , in lowli- 
nel[eof minde, andto be obedient to him in all 


things, which he requireth of vs. 


s. Chrifts Spoufe fhould not receiue wicked 
ftrangers, contrary to his command, nor his cne- 
mies within his lodging: foras that natural! 
Philofopher fheweth) no woman fhould doe fo, 
3 The franger fhould not meddle with his ioy. 

The holy Prophet accounted that to bee a 

great 
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great detriment, h A reproach and fhame to the 
Lords people, when firangers came into the Santtua- 
vie of the Lords Howfé: Is it nota greater hurt, 
and greater fhame to the Spoufe of Chrift, if 
ftrangers fhall enter into his tabernecle, into the 
heart which fhould be Chrifts dwelling place ? 

When Dawid receiued i that firanger which 
came to him , then hee finned hainoufly againft 
his God, and did great wrong to his neighbour. 
When any fhall receiue a ftranger, euenvile luft 
and finfullaffections within their hearts, then 
they doe commit great iniquitie againft their 
husband, and finne againft their owne foules : 
Farre leffe fhould we admit our husbands ene- 
mies, and betray him, who fo loueth vs, Evzp/ile 
was punithed, and is blamed for betraying 
her husband ampbiarans: And Helene for her 
falfhood and wickednefle againit Desphobus, was 
greatly abhorred : what vengeance and infamie 
deferue they , who receiue Chriftsenemie, by 
whofe helpe k they wonld crucifie againe to them- 
felues, the Sonne of God, and make a mocke of him? 
1 Tribulation and anguifh {hall be vpon their foules, 
they fhallbe punifhed with euerlafting damna- 
tion. 


Now feeing that Dragon the diuell, who] 


fighteth againft Chrift in his members, hath 
myo place for himin the heauen ; neither let him 
haue any place in our hearts, that hee may re- 
maine in them, we fhould neuer fuffer him to get 
entry, orto make refidence within our foules, 


6. ChriftsSpoufe fhould know her husbands 
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good conditions, his notable vertues, and endea- 

uour to be indued with them, that fhe may pra- 

Ctifethem, Letvs follow him in pietie,» 7 obey- 
ing God, o and praying to his Macestie , im hisp fab- 

tection to his parents and fuperiours : Let vs learne 

of him q oumilitie and meckcnefle,long-fuffering 

and patience, who č patient towards vs, and would 
hane no man to perijb , but world haue all mento 
come to repentance: Let vs learne of ovr husband 

genilenes, loue,and temperance,with many good 

qualities, whereby we may be aflured that f we 
are Chrifts , when we hane crucified the flefh with 

the aff ectzons and lafis, 

7. ¢ This is the willof God, esen ony fanitificati- 
on, that we may abftaine from fornication, that e. 
uery one of vs, fhould know to poffeffe his vefel in 
holinel[e and honour , we ought to behaue our 

| felues honeftly , and liue chaftly , keeping faith 
and truth voto him, labouring by all meanes pof- 
fible to pleafure him , and to doethe reft of the 
duties belonging to our cailing. a 

We fhould not be giuen to f{piriruall whoore- 
dome, “zs Potiphars wife was bent to adulterie ; 
neither honid we defpife our husband, as Michal 
defpifed Dauid in her heart, neither fhould we 
tempt our husband, as * Jobs wife tempted him; for 
thofe, 2mho tempted Chrif, were deftroyed of Ser- 
pents, neither fhould we forfake our husband, as 
Samfons wife did, wherefore fhee b was burnt 

ith fre: But we moft louingly and .conftantly, 
fhould cleaue to our husband, keeping our 


heartsto him, who is greatly © griened for the 
whoorifh 


—— 


| this firme coniunction, and happie marriage, 


| imputation, alfo hereceined-our affli@ions with 
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akweri[h hearts of hypocrites, euer endeauouring 

to behaue our felues dutifully , as his faithfull 

Spoufe, living honeftly, 4 ab/faining from all ap- |° 1 Thels.22 

pearance of cuill, carefully,let vs (I fay againe)not 

be lafciuious and wanton like © Potéphars wife, |e Genga. 

neither troublefome nor tempting like -£ Jobs |* 1o.2-% 

wife, nor yet proud and defpifing s /zke Dauids|¢ :.Sam.6.16 

wife, neither changeable and vnconftant like 

Samfons wife , who for forfaking her owne hus- 

band b was burnt with fire by her owne people, : | lud.15.16. | 
Bur let vsiffadse to fhew our felues approued va- a ae S | 

to our God and husband , labouring by our chaft ra pro. 

and honeft behauour,by our modeft and comely | ceeding 

carriage, principally to pleafe him , in whome | from this 

his Father is.well pleafed, reioycing vnfeparable! marriage. 

to be conioyned with him, whois the giuer of 

all happineffe and falnation. 


Fourthly, we may haue ftrong confolation,by 


with our glorious husband, for firft, hee will 
k Sanctifievs, and cleanfe vs bythe walhing of wa-\kEphs. | 
ter through the word,that he may make vs unto him- \V26.37- | 
feifeagloriousCharch , not haning [pot or wrinckle | ` 
or any fuch thing , bu: that we [hould be holy , and 
without blame: And by vertue of this coniundction 
or myfticalland fpirituall vnion, Chrift 1 mhich |! 2 Cor.s.21. | 
knew no finne, hath receiued our finnes’ with the 
punifhment thereof, made his by application or 


allthe miferies of this life, which he accounted 
his owne, and therefore as it were,doth put vn- 
der his fhoulders to bearethe burden of them. 

ee Tua As 
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As when m Simon the Cyrenian did beare’ 
Chrifts msteriall croffe, cuen then Chrift him- 
felfedid » beare the heauie/t part thereof, varo the 
place of execution : When Paw! before his con- 
uerfton o perfecuted his Church extreaualy and wa- 
jfeethit, Chrift he accounted thatiniury done to 
himfelfe, p fayzng , Saul, Saul , why perfecuteft 
thon me ? Good Theodofias the firk, was very 
angry againft the people of Antiochia, forfome. 
{mall indignity done to his Empreffc, for ouer- 
throwing of the brafen Protraite of his beloued 
Placilla : Chrift willbe more iuftly offended and 
furely auenged vpon thofe, who fhall preferue 
to doe any wrong or indignity to his beft be- 
loued Spoufe ; for he efteemeth all her miferies 
to be his ownerefrefhing, He inthemeane fea- 


‘fon moft louingly , and punifhing her foes and 


her oppreflors moft rigoroufly. 

Againe, when we are ioyned and vnited vn- 
to him, abe will be unto vs wifedome Righte- 
oufnffe, Sanctification and Redemption, he will be 
our portion , our pleafure, our protection, and 
t the God of our confolation renewing vs according 
tohis glorious image, giving himfelfe and all his 
benefits moft freely ynto vs. 

Hath not euery one of vs iuft occafion, to fay 
with Dawid, what fhali 1 render unto the Lord for 
all his benefits towards me? And with that Father, 


| Sitotum me debeo prome facto , quidaadam iam 


pro me vefecto.hoc modo? nec enim tam facile re- 
fetus quam fatus. In primo opereme mihi dedit, 
in fecundo R et mihi dedit, meque mihi reddidit; $ 

datus 


wee are 
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datus ergo et redditus me pro me debeo, Sed quid 
Domino pro fe vétribuam? -Nam-et fi me millies 
rependere poffum, quid fumus ad Dominum meum? 
If I ought my felfe-whole- for my felfe being 
made, what fhall I ad for my felfe renewed, and 
madeagaine in this manner ¢ofor I am not fo ea- 
fily renewed as made. In the firft worke he gaue 
meto my felfe; Inthe fecond he gaue himfelfe 
to me, and reftored me to my felfe : being then 
giuen and reftored ; Iowe my felfe for my felfe ; 


| and Tam twice Owing’: But what fhall I rënder 


tomy Lord for himfelfez for albeit I might 

repay my felfe a thoufand times, whatam I in re- 

{pect of my Lord? £ a 

Truly, hisSpoufe thould * praséthe Lord with | «prio, 
hér whole heart, and (peake of all his marueilous, and | 
mereifull workes, Shee may be glad and reioyce in| 

him, finging praife tohis name, Mordecai (que-| 


| ftionleffe) wasidy full; 4 When Afhuerus became |! Efter 2, 17. 


an husband to Efter »Mayeft not thou bee more 
ioyfull, (when Iefus becommeth the husband 
of thy foule) when thou fhale finde grace and fa- 
uour in bis fight, when he foal fee the crowneof the | 
Kinedome von thy head, and beftow eternall fe- 
licitie vpon thee for euer? 


f x Ai: 3 | CHAP. 
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He diligent rememberance and con- 
" fideration; ofthofe thingsialicady deli- 
| ` uered, .may mooue the attentiue Rea- 
ider: re Todefire Chrift earneftly,and to waite 
for him patiently: 2. To come.to him {peedily, 
and to follow. him: conftantly,:3...To receiue 
him readily, and to. entertaine hint moftioy- 
filly) wimbdela va yee pait ayi 5 
The faithfall foule, being fully affured 2 that 
[hee is ber-beloweds, and: thathis arfire is towards 
her 3 will. be- eafily: petivadedy yea leuingly 
conftrained, openly: to proteft, that.» she defire | 
-of her fowle is to his nime and to the rememberance 
ofhum, Attorofay', As a ferwantlongeth fer the 
fbadow , and as ahineling looketh far the end of bis 
worke, euen fo thee fongeth for her Saviour, 
looking for, and d /ouing bis appearing. Allo € as 
the heart braieth for the riuers of water, fo her. 
[oule £ parted after her God, ber foule thirsteth for 
the lining God , her fiefh longeth greatly after him 
in a barren and dry land. IFgTaacob longed great- 
ty after his fathers houfz, thould not welong 


earneftly after Icfus our elder brother , who is 
cone] 


Wee fhould defire Chrift, and waite 
1 -RCE ipi ee aay 


a ea a 


ea 


gone h to preparea place for vs in osr heanenly Iobn 14a, 
Fathers houfe? 5 TO Sue er j 

If we fhall call to minde: 1. His excellency : 
2. Our neceffity, we'fhall be foone induced to 
this duties +j + - aio gyn 

1. i He is excellent in power andindgement, and i Iob 37.23 
abundant in iuflice; k'how excellent is his Name x Phlg.g, 


in all the world? Hee will bee 1 magnified, and | Bzek.38,23. 


fan&tified, and knowne inthe eyes of many na- 
tions, and be much defired ‘of all who know his 
precioufnefle and perfection. 

Againe, wee haue very great needeof him: | Chrift our 
Firft, for our reconciliation : Secondly, for | bigh Prieft 

ir good gouernment : Thirdly, for our in-| for our re- 
fruction: Fourthly,for our health and wel-fare, | COP! 
Wherefore wee haue great caufeto defire him. | "°™ 

1. There is no reconciliation without Chrift, 
becaufe there is no reconciliation where there is | . 
no rerniffion, purgation, and remoouing of finne, | 
which maketh vs ™ children of wrath, and ene- | ™ Ephelz.3. 
mies to God : no remifon without Chrift, for 
n through him forcinene([e of finnes ts purchafed, |^ AA.13,38. 
and preached vnto vs, and © without fhedding of |° Hebrg 22. 
blood is no remifion , neither is this remiffion, 
Phy the blood of Goates, Calues, or of Bulles, but |? Hebr9.12. 
q by the blood of Chrif, whereby the Church is | 4 A@.20 28. 
purchafed, finnes are remitted, the godly are 
purged andcternall Redemption is obtained:So 
if wee defie reconciliation with our God, let vs 
thirft for Chrift, whores our peace, and yeconcili- |: Ephelz.34, 
ation , and hath broken the flop of the particion 
wall, by whom we are wonderfully benefited. 

IF|. 
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If the people of Antiochia, was much bene- 
fited by the carneft trauels of their Bifhop F/z. 
wianus, for thereby the wrath of the Emperour 
Theodofivs the firt was mittigated, their fault 
was pardoned, and their Citie preferued, and 
their Mafter reconciled: Are wee not more 
helped by the trauels, by the obedience, fuffe- 
rings}, death ; and interceflion of our Lor bp 
lefus, £ who hath an euerlafling Prieft-hood, bein 
tfuch an high Prieft, that fitteth atthe right hand, 
of the throne of the Maiesive in the Heauens, u that 
is an Aduocate with the Father, and x maketh re- 
gueft for vs; by whom we are truely reconciled 
with God, and furely preferued from euill? , 

Wee reade, that Michah a man of Mount E- 
phraim, was ioyfull and well content, when hee 
faid ; a Now Z know that the Lord will be good vn- 
to mee, feeiag I hane a Leuite to my Priest : Wee 
may bee much more ioyfull, and farre better 
content; hauing Tefus to bee our high Prieft : 
then wee may bee firmely perfwaded, that God 
willbe good vnto vse | 

2. Wee fhould defire him for our gouern- 
ment, b that hee may leade vs the way, which wee 
[ouldgoe : c he that hath compafsion vpon vs, fhal 
leade vs, and rule ouer vs. Now this is moft cer- 

aine ; that cucery man muft either haue Chrift 

tobe his King, 4 who fhall execute Indeement and 
lufticein the Earth , who ise meeke and louing to 
him, or elfe Satan, who albeit, £ bee be transfor- 
med into an Angel of light, yechecisas Prince o 
darkeneffe, and [pirituall wickedneffe ; who being 
worfe 


— 
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wotfethen h Menelaws, doth beare the flomacke of 
acruell Tyrant, and the wrath of a wilde beaft, and 
more craftie then that i foxe Herod, moft inten- 
tinue and diligent, to deceine-and deftroy , {ecing 
his name is 4ppellyon, cuen deftroying. 

And furely Satan, may be iuftly compared to 
Nabis, and to Demitianus. Nabis that Tyrantof 
Lacedemon, was a cruell Oppreffour, and a 
grecdie Extortioner vpon thofe that liued vnder 
him, and one that of his naturall condition {melt 
rankely, ofa Lay-man ; hee had a wife _4peea, 
very fitly matched with him, as cunning as hee 
himfelfe to exhauft the Subieé&ts : His dexteritie 
was no greater in {poyling the men, then hers 
was in fleecing their wiues ; whom fhee would 
neuer fuffer to bee at quiet, tillfhee had obtai- 
ned their Iewels and beft raiment: Her hus- 
band was well content with her fafhions, cau- 


| fed an Image to bee made very like vnto her , 


and tively reprefenting her vifage, and appar- 
relled it with fuch coftly garments , as thee vfed 
to weare; but it was indeede, an engine fer- 
uing to torment men. Hereof hee made vfe, 
when hee meant to triethe force of his Retho- 
ricke; for calling vnto him fome rich men, (of 
whofe money he was defirous) he would bring 
him to the place, where this counterfeite 4pega 
remained ; and here he vfed all his art of perfwa- 
fion, to get what hee defired, as it were by good- 
will; yethe could not fo fpeede but was anfwe- 
red with excufes ; at laft, hee tooke the refru&a- 


rie Denier by the hand, & told him that perhaps 
| «A 


u his 
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his wife 4pega. who fat neere by in a chaire, 
could perfwade him more effectually : So he led 
him to the Image that rofe vp, and opened her 
armes as it were for imbracement ; thofe armes 
were fullof fharpe yron nailes,the like whereof 
was alfo fticking in the breaft, though hidden 
with her cloathes; and here-with thee grafped 


{the poore wretch, to the pleafure of the cruell 
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* Tam.4-4, 


Tyrant, that laughed at his painefull death. 

So Satan a mercileffe tyrant, & an infernal King, 
troubling and m opprefsing many, endeauouring 
moft carefully to take away from vs, that » Gold 
which Chrift gaueuntevs : I meane the graces of 
his Spirit, true faith o beeing much more precious | 
then gold, repentance, feareand holy loue, alfo | 
to bereaue vs of his bleffed word, which is P more 
to bee defired then much fine gold, As Antiochus 
difcharged the Iewes ; 4 The Booke of the Lords 
Testament , vpon paine of death; So Satan 
forbids the Lords Law, to be fulfilled by his. 

Antiochas his * Tyranny was very fore upon the 
people of Ifrael, but Satans tyrannie is much 
more fore, gricuous, and miferable. 

He vfeth the helpe of the world alfo to this ef- 
fed, which appearing louingly to embrace vs , 
will torment and annoy vs. Albeit the worke 
f palfeth away faddexly,yet it waxeth grieuoutly, 
and deftroyeth certainly, all of it is, t vamstie and 
vexation of the fpirit. Chrifts u fouldier, as hee 
foould not entangle himfelfe with she affaires of this 
life; neither fhould hee bee deceiued with the 
pleafures thereof, becaufe x she amitie of the 

world 


eee 
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=o [ik a ee | ee 
world is the inimitie of God, and fo the woe and 
miferie of man, : 

And as Domitianus the twelfth Romane Em- | The Diuell 
perour, was a craftiediffembler ; for fome of ieg 
thofe whom he purpofed to put to death vpon | ps “07 
| thenext day, hee entertained ouernight in his! co. Tya. 
chamber, and fhewed them many ‘fauours with | peyog in the 
a cheerefull countenance: Sothe diuellis a moft| life of Do- 
| craftie deceiuer ; His vaffals whom he appeéareth | mitian. 
to entertaine moft kindly, thofehe intendeth to 
ouerthrow moft cruelly. : : | 

The aducrfaries of Indah, were falfe and fained 
when they pretended friendfhip, and offered M 
their afiftance to Zorubbabel, faying, a Wee wil |’ Birzes 
build with you, they had a purpofe inthe meane 
time to hinder the building: So: Satan when 
with b Cain hee fpeaketh mefl friendly , hee fee- | > Gensg.s. 
keth occafion to deftroy moft fuddenly that) 
foule with whome hee is familiar’: 1. Wee 
fhould be then moft wearie and forrowfull to re- 
maine flaues vnder the tyrannie of fuch an op- 
preflour and deceiuer : We fhould thirft to be 
gouerned by Chrift, who is moft loving and li- 
berall, and our bleffed Saviour: Let vs note refufe | 134. 
| the waters of Shiloah, that run foftly, leaft the wa- | 4 Zachg 9. 
ters ofthe riuer, greatand mightie , come vpto 
the necke and ouerflowe vs: let vs not refufe 
| Chrift to be our King, a iuft and € meeke King, |" Math,21.5. 
jleaft we be fubie& toan varighteous and merci- 
lefe tyrant, euen Satan; whom we fhall’be com- 
pelled tof curfein theend, fretting oar (elues being E Ifas., 
hungrie and grieued, but wee fhould earneftly: 

Yio wifh 


aa a ŘŮ 


342 (Cuar. XVIII. We fhould difire Chrif, 
wifh and long for our Samour, who will go- 
s2 Tim,g18 | uerne vs here, and furely 3 preferue wuto his 
` | heanenly Kingdome,- 
3. He isalfo to bedefired for our inftru&tion, 
_ | aYohg.a. | feeing b Heessthat Tearher come from God, who 


i Phal 86.11.) i wll teach vs his. way , thas we may walke in bis 


trth; knitting our hearts to him that we may feare 
hisname, we hall « receine from him that anoyn- 
| sing which is true and not ling, which will teach us 
| of all things, fe that we [hall abide in him. 
if that Conquerour. Alexander; dtd: hazard 
‘his owne per fon, and put his lite in great perill, for 
the defire and affection he had to his Inftructer 
Lyfimachus ; Becaufe in his expedition againft 
the Arabians, the in-dwellers of the mount An- 
tilibanus , ‘when they were conftrained to tor- 
fake their horfe and to walke on foote, albeit 
the armie had pafled farre before , albeit darke- 
neffe and the enemic approached , yet he could 
not fufteineto learne his Pedagogue Lifimachus, 
heauie through age, and wearie through trauell, 
but in the extreame cold and danger, conftantly 
he remaincd with-him, aduenturing himfelfe 
wonderfully witha matchleffe refolution for his 
teachers foode and preferuation : with what fer- 
uent defire, and burning affc tion fhoulda Chri- 
ftian be inflamed with,tow:rds Tefus Chriftjwho |” 
is of much more 1 under ftanding shen Sherebia 
was, whom Esra acknowledged to be brought 
to.him by the good hand of God. m The man s 
bleed. whens, he teacheth inhis. Law, euery one 
fhould refolueto endure‘all tranels, and to got 
through, 


k yToh,3.27, 


Plutarch, in 
vita Alex. 
Mag. 


1 Ezec.8.18. 


m Pfal.og. 17. 
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through all perils for their vnfained affection and. 


defire towards him. ‘ 
4. In vaine [ball a man vfe many medicines, 
without the helpe of our great Phyfitian Tefus : 
for he (hall haneno health mithout bis afsiftance, for |» ter.46.11. 
he alone will o give health and amendment, he will ° 1833.6. 
curchim andgiuevunto him the abundance of peace 
and truth, phisworas are life unto thofe that finde Prou, 4.22. 
them, and health unto all their flefh, 
Thus.our heauenly Phyfitian is mof to be de- 
fired and wifhed for our health and preferuation, 
qneither hearbe nor plaifter healeth us, but we arela wiry e 
cured by his mercie and word, which helpeth and cu- | v2. inl 
reth all things? 
That Macedonian pana — inthe fidelitie 
and skill of his Phyfitian, Philippus. Acarnanus, i 
for he dranke out that potion ps he gaue him, eon 
{although his Fauourite Parmenio. by letter ad-| & Cartiys, 
uertifed-him that his Phyfitian was corrupted by | 
Darius, and was minded to kill him: but we | 
haue much more reafon to depend vpon our 
great Phyfitian, ' who ws true and faithfuls moh |" Reu sgim] 
loving and liberall: they fhall neuer be afhamed 
nor confounded who fhall beleeue imhim.: 
Oh if euery Chriftian were of that holy dif- 
pofition with the Prophet Dawid thus proteft: 
ing, Maine heart breaketh for the defire of thy tudge-|* ® 119.20. 
ments , that. his foule might languifh for the de- 
fire of Chrift, of his precepts,of his Documents 
and Medicaments; who is our King, Doctor, and 
Phyfitian. As the cleere light of the fhining | Sims, 
{unne will foone (as it were) extinguifh the light | 
. Vu 3 of 


Es 


344 
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of a fmall candle ; So cur holy and happy defire 

towards the Lord Iefus, would {peedily either 
banifh or fubdueall the fiefhly and filthy defires 

of our corrupt nature ; then we would t absasne 

from flefoly Lufts ordefires which fight againf the 
foule ; then we would not be ferning the lufts dy the 
worldly pleafures of the world,then we wonld x walk 

in the Kirit and not fulfill the lufts or defires of the 

flefh. But defiring Chrift,we fhould with Daziel 
be agreatly beloued, defired and accepted, God 

would grant vs according to our hearts, and fal- 

fill our parpofes and defires. Moreoner , who de- 
fireth Chrift will awaite for him; we will thew: 

rewhat euill commeth tothofe who wait not for 

Chrift: 2. fome impediments hindering vs from 

waiting : 3. wherefore we fhould waite: 3. how 
and in what manner we fhould doethe fame: 
5. and fhew {fome examples of happy men who 

were bleffed waiters vpen God. Firft , there 
-ccommeth great euil and vnfpeakable calamity to 
all thofe who will not waite for the Lord Iefus: 
1.they wil be difappointed of their expeCation-: 

2. they will be punifhed with finail deftruétion. 

The Iewes which expected helpe of Pharaoh, 

and the Agyptians, were difappointed, and in 

the end ¢ afhamed of that people, that could not pro- 

fit them , nor doe them good, but became afhame 
and a reproch vnto them. Thele sdolatrous Prictts 
waited long , 4 and cryed lond to that Idol 
Baal , bat becaufe there was neither voice , nor one 
to anfwer , nor any that regarded, therefore they | 
were fruftrated, as they who waited not vp- | 
on | 
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on Chrift fhall be at laft difappointed , of their 
moft pleafant defignes. 

Againe, who fo waiteth not vpon Chrift, he 
waiteth vpon fome lying vanity , and who fo 
doeth, e hee forfaketh his owne mercie, and con- 
fequently falleth into endleffe mifery. If Saul 
receiued hurt, for that he did not waite vpon 
the Prophet Samuel, £ his kingdome did not con- 
tinue, but he with his pofterity perifhed : Doe 
they not more foolifhly, and fhall they not bee 
plagued more erciuoufly , who will not be con- 
tent to waite vpon Iefus the Prince of pro- 
phets, g they (hall not continue in honour , but fhall 
be like the beafts that die, and worfe then beafts, 
they fhall die the fecond death eternally. Then 
htruft ye mot in a friend, neither put your confi- 
dence in acounfeller: keepe the doores of thy mouth 
fron her that lyeth in thy befome. Therefore (fay 
thou with the Prophet ): Z wil looke unto the 
Lord, I wil wait for God my Sanionr, my good God 
svillheare me, and helpe me, and bleffe m eper- 
petually. 

Secondly, as Marriners are carefull to know 
dangerous. and hid rockes in the fea, that they 
may auoide them ; fo Chriftians ought to know 
what impediments doe ftay them from waiting, 
to the end they. may ftriue againft the fame. 
Thefe are principally: 1. Secure fleeping in fin: 
2. Negligence or flouthfulneffe: 3. Intempe- 
rancy: 4. Worldly cares: 5. Impatiency: 6.D1- 
ftruft: 7.finfull pleafures. my 
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14 


8 Phal. 49.12. 


h Micah.7,5.7 
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i. Theleiwbomethe Lord hath conered with a i Ifa,29.10. 


fpirit 
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firit of flamber, cannot attend vpon their Saui- 
“rSam2& our, Whilek Abner was fleeping naturally , hee 
i could not waite well vpon his earthly Mafter : 
While one is fleeping {piritually and fecurely 

he cannot waite vpon his heauenly Mafter. 
Sloath- 2. 1 Sloathfulneffe that caufeth to fall fleepy , 
fulncffe. | canfeth owne ™ go doe the worke of God negligent- 

mahas. dy, and ftayeth him from that duty. 

ice | oe. Then cuil feruant eating and drinking with 


34.6 


Intempe- ; 5 i 
rancie. the drunken, oas abruit beaft led with fenfuality 
"Math.2g. | walking after the fle[b in the luf of vuncleanneffe 
Bo et eng. C0 Ptg is pleafure, to bine delicionfly for afeafon, 
World. | cannot diligently waite vpon his Mafter, but 
lines. he thall perifh through his owne corruption. 


4. As worldly bufineffe and earthly cares de- 
PMatth.22. (rained many fromthe p wedding and great fapper 
16, | \efthe King, one going to his Ferme, and another a-~ 
bout his Merchandize, fo the fame ftayerh in- 
numerable people from giuing of their atten- 
4 Lukre.4r- | dance vnto Chrift : they atake care and are tron- 
7 bled about many things, neglecting and omitting 
i that onething that is needfull, enen the good part 
£ Matth-é.a4, | which Jhall not be taken away from them. * Noman 
(faith our Sauiour) can fevue two Mafter ; euer dif- 

agreeing, God and Mammon. -= 
Worldly But let vs remember, that the things of this 
cares, what | world, in refpect of heauenly happinefle, they 
mney are. | aretrifles , neuer contenting,vanities,ceceiuing, 
burdening, oppreffing thornes-renting, filthines, 
defiling , winds-fhaking, blafting and {caring , 
and {nares intrapping. | 
We thinke that Domitianus, Titus his brother | 
and 


Eneton. eb 
Trabcren, 


Cameex VIII. 


lille _ AAA AEE ETS 
and fucceffor in the Empire,was foolifh and ridi- 
culous in this point, for that euery day and 
| houre he would goe to fome chamber or fecret 
place, and there butte himfelfe to catch flies, of 
no price; which hee afterwards filed vp, vpona 
long tharpe needle, forgetting the more weightic 
affaires of his Empire. 
Thofe are more foolifh and ridiculous, who 
í defpifing the riches of Chrifts bountifulnefc, and 
cweglecting fo great faluation, as is freely offered, 
doe not waite vpon their Redeemer;and yet will 
weary, and fafhion themfelues to catch flies, 
or gather earthly trifles, which will neuer con- 
tent, nor fully fatisfie their foules ; which at 
length they will finde (as the Preacher pronoun- 
ceth of them) to bee u Vanitie of vanities, to be- 
guile and deceive them. 
When men in ouer burdened Ships, are in 
danger of drowning, * they will caf? their wares 
into the Sea, to lighten their Ships, and to fane 
theer lines, Yea for the preferuation of a mo- 
mentany and miferable life, they will caft out 
with their owne hands, 4 the tackling of the Ship, 
and their Wheate into the Sea : and {hall weenot 
cat away from vs, all burdens ouer-loading vs, 
to faue our foules, leaft they drowne inthe Sea | 
of Helle And forthe keeping of a moft happie 
and durable life, fhall wee not forfake things fu- 
perfluous and vnneceflaric, b poifome and foelifh 
lafis, weightic burdens, which drowne menin per- 
dition, and deftruction. , | 
Thefe are like c thorves renting, piercing, and 
X X pricking, 
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Ceann A O a 
| pricking,the wretched, who are bent vpon them, 


with care, paine, griefe, and continuall molefta- 
tion, Asd pitch, or other filthineffe taken in the 
bofome, defileth the fame; fo worldly cares, 
entertained in the heart, they pollute the fame, 
As the cold Eat winde, withereth, blafterh, 
fhaketh, and fcattereth Hearbes, Cornes, Trees, 
and good feede : So the troubles of this life, 
they wither, fhake , and difperfe the flowers, 
the fruite, and the feed of grace and-godlinefle. 
They are as {nares, entrapping and deftroying, 
hindring vs moft {trongly, from our diligent and 
carefull attendance, and waiting. 

s. Impatiencie alfo bringeth that hurt to vs : 


for an vnpatient man, © ba/fte to anger, he commit- 
teth folly ; he cannot performe his dutie. 


6. So doeth diftruft; the diftruftfull man, 
f with-draweth himfelfe from the Lord, and thej 
Lords foule fhat bane no pleafure in him. Let none 
of vs bee fo vnpatient, or misbeleeuing,as to fay ; 
s behold this euil commeth of the Lord, fhould I at- 
tend on the Lord any longer ? i 

Thou who art of purpofe to waite vpon 
Chrift, bee moft diligent to efchew the alluring 
pleafures of finne : b For Diues, who receined his 
pleafures in his life-time, hee was grieuoufly tor- 


mented in Hell. As a Fifher catcheth fifh with 
an angle; fodoeth the Diuell catch men by fil- 


thy pleafure, detaining them from Chrifts fer- 

uice and atrendance. 
Thirdly, there are many motiues, which may 
vrge the performance of this duetie , Chriftes 
soodneffe, 


|Cuare XVIII. ane! waite for Him, 


le a a R 
goodneffle, thy owne bleflednefle, the comman- 
dement giuen in the Scripture, and that thou 
mayeft attaine to perfeuerance in righteoufnefle : 
i Chrift who is good and gracious, he will waite 
for thy good, euen that hee may hane mercie, and 
compassion upon thee : Reafon therefore requi- 
reth thee to waite vpon him, thus refoluing ; k as 


the eyes of a fernant, looke wnto the hand of his 


Mafler , and as the eyes of a maiden,vnto the hand 
of her Miftreffe ; fo that thy eyes [hall waite upon 
the Lord thy God , vatill hee haue mercie vpon 
Who-euer had knowledge of Socrates, 


what manner of man hee was ( faith Xexophon) 


thofe who were giuen to vertue and honeftie 
among them , with a perpetuall defire , did 
wifh for him, waiting on him, as moft profi- 
table to inftruct them in knowledge and liuing : 
Wilt not thou who art graced with the excel- 
lent knowledge of thy Saviour, endued with 
that heavenly and fauing light cf him,the Prince 
of Prophets, | mightic in deed and word before 
God and all the people, with for him, and waite 
vpon him, by the knowledge of whom, grace aud 
peace, m will bee multiplied vnto thee, whe accor- 
ding to his godly power, will gine unto thee all 
things that pertaine to life and godlineffe, and who 
hath called shee to vertue and glory ? | 


2. Thy ownebleffednefle, may allure theeto. 


this attendance : Fornbleffed are aH they (faith 
the Prophet) that waste for him, they o fhall not 
bee ajhamed, nor confounded that waite for him: 
XX 2 
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who doth the fame may afluredly with lofeph of 

P Luk.23.§- | Arimathea P waite for the kinzdame of God, and I 

may {peake fo thereof, asthe Prophet fpeaketh 

2 Habzege | of the vifion , + Though it tarry, waite; for it fhall 
farely come, and [ball not flay. Againe Iaffirme, 

 Dan,12 12. | £ Bleffed és he that waiteth, more happieand blef: 
Val. Max. | fedishe then Q. Metellus, then Gyges remem: 
lib, 7. bred and admired for their momentany felicite. 
Epia 3 We haue fundry commandements : f Waite 
on the Lord, be ftrong, and he jall comfort thy heart 
-t Pfal.gz. 34. | Nd ftrengthen the fame Againe, t Waste thon 
onthe Lord, keepe his way, and he fhall exale thee, 

" Zeph.3.8 | that thou [halt inherite the land, u Therefore waite 
| yee upon mee (faith the Lord) , farely then 2 will 

turne to my people a pure language , that they may 

callupon the name of the Lord, to ferne him with 

one confent. : 

4 If, 40. 31. 4. * They that waite vponthe Lord, fhall renne 
their flrength , they foal lift vp their wings as the | 

Escles : they fhall runne and not be wearie, they 

hall walke and not faine : they fhall obtaine the 

rare gift of perfeuerance, euen to be holy and 

“Reuzo, |% faithfuil unto the death, and Christ will gine 
shem the crowne of tife. Fourthly, touching! the 

manner: We fhould waite willingiy, diligently, 

The man. |in readineffe, patiently and conftantly. 

nerhowwe| i. Letvs waite for Chrift willingly and glad- 

fhould ly. If > men waited for lob , for inftruction and 
waite wil-|counfell, as for the raine ; thould not we waite 


lingly. fovpon Chrift for betterinftruction, and wifer 
cia 26,2 |counfell, whofe name, € Js Wonderfull; Coun feller 


AQ 14.17, | themightie God, who doth ever d good, gining ws 
raine \ 


Se? M 
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raine from heauen, and fruitful feafons, filling our ; 
hearts with foode and gladneffe? € Much people of c Mak.12 37, 
the lewes hard Christ gladly ; all Chriftians fhould Diligently. 
waite for him and heare him willingly. OE 
II. Asthe Euangelift Saint Zake, moftf Acu- Quod «ff 
rately fearched allthings, concerning Chrift, to exquifita e 
write them; fo let vs moft diligently , delire perfetta di- 
Chrift to waite on him. 84 great multitude of te 
ficke folke waited for the mooning of the water of the, ih 
poole ef Bethefda , that they might be healed of 
their diftafes ; doubtleffe they did this atten- 
tiuely : fo wee when wee waite on Chrift our 
Phyfitian to be cured, let vs doe the fame with 
diligence and carefulnefle. If (as Salomon faith) 
ha man that is diligent in his bufinefe , hall fand |» pros, 
before Kings, and not before the bafe fort : Shallnot 29. 
a painefull and induftrious man inthe Lords fer.| 
uice, diligently attending his vocation, and wai- 
ting on his Matter, fhall he not remaine before 
him, whois the King of Kings ; when as inthe 
meane time, the flouthfull and + fook/h fhail not| i? al g.g, 
fiand in Gods fight, x nor finnersinthe affembly of x birg, 
the rizhteows : 
III. The Ifraelites were in readineffe for\ In read. 
their departure from Ægypt when they did eate | nefe. 
the Paffeouer, the houre of their deliverance 
from that thraldome approached : and ! thas did |1 Exod.x2.11. 
they eate it, their loynes girded, their fhooes on their 
feete , their flaues in their hand, they did eate in| 
haft, expecting their owne fafetie, and the ap- 
pointed time for their iourney: After the fame 
mannerletvs Chriftians waite for our Sauiour, 
Xx 3 = m™Girding 
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m Girding up the loynes of our minde, uhauing our 
feere bod with the preparation of the Gofpelof peace, 
taking © Gods vod and his flaffe to comfort-us , eucr 
waiting for him, who p declareth good tydings, 
and publifheth peace and faluatien, faying ynto Li- 
on, Thy God reigneth: For this purpofe let vs 
with the noble Menof Berea qrecesue his word 
with allreadinelfe, and fearch the Scripture with 
great earneftneffle, that (according to our Ma- 
{ters direction) * our leynes may be girded about, 
and our lights burning, and we our felues likevnto 
men that waite fer their Mafter, when he will re 
turne from the wedding, that when he commeth and 
knocketh , wee may open unto him immediately. 
Ble(fed are shefe feruants, whom the Lord , when he 
commeth, fhal finde waking and waiting. 

Cornelus that Captaine of the Italian band, 
A deuout man and one that feared God, £ waited for 
Peter, and his company: this he did with pre- 
paration and readincfle as prefent tefereGod, to 
heare all things which were to be {poken by his 
feruant: Let vs in like fort expect the comming 
of Chrift, as he commandeth, tand be prepared 
both for his firft comming in grace, and for his 
fecond comming inglory, for be will come at an 
houre when we thinke not. 

4. We fhould doe this duety patiently. u The 
husband man hath long patience while he is waiting 
for the frait of theearth , untill he receine the for- 


| mer and thelater raise : the true Chriftian ought 


to haue longer patience while he is waiting for 
Iefus, vntill he recetue himrmwho did beare the 


finne 


| 
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finne of many, and prayed for treppaffers. And 


feeing 4st is not for vs to know the times and fea- 
fous, which Godbath put in his owne power; albeit 
Chrift came not when we wifhed, neither at the 
firft to refrefh vs to our contentment with his 
moftgratious prefence,yct affuredly he wil come 
in his time , and giue good things to thofe that 
waite for him, b in due feafon. © Weeping may a- 
bide at enening , but ioy commeth to them in the 
morning :Euery one therefore may be well heart- 
ned to waite for Chrift d patiently, for e hee hak 
net labour in vaine, neither fhall he be difappoin- 
ted of his expectation;and although waiting and 
expectation be grievous and vnpleafant ; vex vi- 
lum vite tedium expectatione moleftius, {carcely is 
there any yrkefomeneffe of our life time , more 
troublefome then expectation: yet the vndoubr- 
ted certaintie of his fpeedie comming , may in- į 
courage and vphold vs in this difficultie ; for neis 
ther, death, danger, nor enemie, can hinder him 
from helping of vs in our neceffitie. 

The Emperour -4agastus, with Liuia and | 
all Reme, waited for his Sonne in law Pigo- 
rius Drufius with great and earneft expecta- 
tion; intertaining his death hindred his with- 
edreturne, fruftrating themfelues of their ho- 
ped ioy and delectation; with the like event, 
they waited for their beloued Azarcellus , and) 
the Romanes for that valiant and illuftrious 
Germanicus, who neuer did come to them: 
But Iefus Chrift, whofe moft happie and euer} 
continuing life, is not fubie&ĝto death, whofe} 
| power 
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power is infinite, whofe wife proceeding and 

f2Per.3.9. |long-fuffering isnotto be counted flackme/fe,) 

fhould patiently be expected, who will vndoub- 

sHeb.4.16. | tedly giue mercieand s guace to his owne to helpe 
in time of neede, 

s.He is to be looked for moft conftantly.As the 

hAQzss. | firft Martyr S. Stenen, h looked ftedfaftly into hea- 

ven;{o Chriftians ftedfaftly hold look forChrift, 

for his affittance and comfort from heauen. The 

iLuks.2x. | people ofthe Iewesi waited for their Prieft Za- 

charias, while the incenfe was burning upon the ho- 

ly Altar: this they did conftantly , albeit they 

mer nailed that he taried fo long in the Temple: Now 

feeing Iefus Chrift k & mot entred into the holy pla- 

ces, which are paternes of the true Santiyary, but is 

lplohet, | C#tred into heauen to appeare in the fight of God for 

vs tobe osr high Prieft and! Aduocate with the Fa- 

ther, to make requeft for vs and interceflion, we 

Jhal appeare the fecond time for osr faluation , if 

Theexam- | we fhall conftantly and dutifully looke for him. 

ple of the Laftly , the eximples of the Saints and fecret 

godly,may | ones may be an inducement for vs to this dutie. 

be 2 mo- |7aceb in his infirmity a little before his death 

tiuetovs. fiid, mO Lord,! hane waited for thy faluatien. 


k Heb.9,24. | 


m Gen. 49. = : : 
F tied | Job intime of his extreamity, faid, ” Alethe dayes 
niobsgig | ofmine appointed time will I waite, till my chan2ing 
Jhal come ; thou fhalt call me, and1 fhallanfwere 
© Pialyo. x. | HEE 53 thos losef the worke of thine one hinds. 
| The Royal Prophet faid, o zwarted patiently; for 
pPhalo.a: | :3e Lord, heeinci:ned vutowme, and heard my cry: | 
a Pilg, (and in another place, Iam weary oferying : my 
174. throate is dry: mine eyes faile , whites I waite for 


ey 
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my God. Againe, q Z hane longed for thy falwation, 
O Lord, and thy law is my delight, That Euange-. 
licall Prophet faid , *Zwil waite upon the Lord 
that hath hid his face from the honfe of Tacob , and 
Iwill looke for him: againe! In that day fhall men 
fay, le , thisisour God, we haue waited for him, 
he will faue vs, this isthe Lord, we haue waited) 
for bim, we will reioyce and be ioyfull in his falaa- 
tion. The Church of Chrift, andthe faithfull 
flocke faieth , tO Lord haue merey upon us , wee 
haue waited for thee. be thou, which wast their-arme 
in the morning our helpe alfo intime of trouble. It 
is good therefore(as the Prophet Ieremiah {peaketh) 
beth to trufi and waite for the faluation of the 
Lord: for asx godly Simeon waited for Chrift the 
confolation of Ifrael ; he receined him, hetooke him 
in his armes , and immediatly praifedGod : folet 
vs waite forhim, and he will come for our fal- 
uation. If alla the people of the Tewes waited for 
Chrif, in the dayes of humility : fhall not 
Chriftians now waite for him, remaining in 
glory? If Iofeph of Arimathea a wife countelier, 
a good manandaiuft, b waited for the kingdome 
of Ged; fhould not all Chrifts feruants encrea- 
fing in vertue and sodlinefle, waste for him, the 
onely giver and way to that kingdome; and 
with him they may afluredly waite ¢ for adoption 
enen theredempsion of their body, they may 4 waite 
| for the hope of rightesufnefe through faith ; enen 
e for that bleffed hope of glory : molt comfortable 
they msy{ looke for the mercy of our Lord refus 
Chrif, vnto eternall life and bleffedneffe. 

Yy CHAp. 


355 


q Pfal.r1g. 
17 4. 


r 1fa.8.107. 


CT fa,25.9 


t1fa.32.2. 


u Lam. 3.26. 


x Luk,2. 25. 


a Luk. 8. qo. 


b. Luk.. 9i. 


c Rom, 3.23. 
4 Gal, 5.5. 


¢ Tit.a-1 2. 
f Iud. ai. 


356 


Order in 
this point 
oblerned, 


Some cau- 
fes where- 
fore wee 
muß come 
to our Sa- 
UIOUE. 


Chrift fo. 
eth vs. 
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Cumar., XIX, 


Wee fhould come to Chrif, and fol- 
low after Him. Ut z 


H O cuer defireth Chrif ear- 
\ / Á / neftly the (bitterneffe of fanai- 
fied affliction in this earth will 


alfo helpe to worke this defire): who euer wai- 
teth for Chrift diligently , will be foone per- 
{waded for to cometo Chrift {peedily, and fol- 

low after him moft willingly. In handling of 


this duety , this order fhall be obferued: 1. To 


hew fome caufes wherefore we fhould come: 
2. Who doth come: 3. From what he com- 
meth: 4. The manner of comming: s. The 
way whereby he muft come: 6. His guide in 
the way: 7. Some a ftaying our 
comming: Laftly theirprofit who come. 

Firft,there are fome caufes in Chrift and fome 
in our felues , which may i allure vs and en- 
force vs to come to him: 1. Chrifts loue and 
affection: 2. His comming tovs, and his vifi- 
tation: 3. His calling and invitation, offering to 
vs aboundant kindneffe: 4. Our wretched ‘and 
forlorne eftate, vnleffe we come: s. The ex- 
ample of others who haue gone before vs. 

I. Becaufe of Chrifts exceeding great lowe 


(appea- 


saame "aee Se a a eee 
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(appearing both in fuffering forvs, and giuinS 
good things vnto vs. 8 THe iuf /uffereth for the 
fins of the uninft , and He was put to death concer- 
‘| ning the flefh, that he might bring vs te God, and 
hhe hath louedus , and hath ginen him(cife for vs 
to be an offering and facrifice of a fweete fmelling 
fanour to God) wee maybee glad therefore to 
come to him, whois fo fauourableto vs: which 
we fhall doe very readily , if we fhall loue him 
as becommeth vs. Nos infuperficie fêd in medul- 
lis cordis diligendus eff > Heistobe loued, not 
| fuperficioufly in outward appearance onely, but 
inwardly in the fecret of the heart. 

TT. Becaufe he hath come to vs. Fenit usiuer- 
fitatis creator et Dominus, venit ad homines, venit 
| propter homines venit Homo’ The creator & Lord 
of the whole vniuerfity hath come,hath cometo 
men,he hath come for men,he hath come being 
man. Benigni ffimus faluator et medicus animarum 
defcendit ab altitudine fua: Our moft bountifull 
Sauiour and the Phifitian of our foules hath 
come downe from his highnefle, from glory, 
from heaven ; our moft loving and learned 
teacher i hath come from God; he made bimfelfe 
of no reputation, & tooke on him the forme of a fer- 
nant, be humbled and abafed himfelfe, hel came 
mecke and lowly ,™ nottocall the righteous but the 
finners to repentance: He did” come not to deftroy 
mens lines , but to faue them , o the defire of alna- 
| tions did cometo fill his houfe, and the hearts of his 
they with glory; he did come (faith the Antient) 
| 


that he might reftore to theformer dignity, his 


Xo owne 
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Jn Pri.Gen. 
Ambr. Jup. 
Lac. 


Bernard. 
Super. Cant. 


PI fa.63.7 9, 
1 Math.zo. 


*Reu.zavg. 


a Gal.4.4. 


b Tite. E. 


© Lam.3.2%, 


i 
owne image defaced in man by Sathans craft.He 
the righteous did come to vs finners, that of 
finners he might make vs righteous ; the godly 
came to the vngodly , the humble came tothe 
proud; that may make vs godly and humble, 
faith an other father : he doeth come to correé 
vs when we finne, to helpe vs; when weare 
weake to ftrenghtenvs; when we are doubting, 
to defend vs ; when we are fighting , to reward 
vs with acrowne of immortality : he did come 
p from the dwelling place of bis holineffe to this 
earth, he became 4 the fonne of man to [erae and 
net tobe ferued, t0 fuffer and to gine his life for the 
vanfome of many,to the end he may bring vs from 
this earth to the heauenly Manfions, £ that where 
he is there we may be alfo , being the fonnes of God, 
u Kings and Priefts unto his Father to reigne with 
him for euer more in his bleffed kingdome: 7t nos 
infererct [fummis fe mifcuit imis; Our Sauiour 
hath come to vs & vifited vs in mercy three man- 
ner of waies: 1. by his incarnation being amade 
of 4 woman , taking our nature, but not our cor- 
ruption: 2. By the preaching of the Euangels 
brhe grace of God, that bringeth falwation hath 
appeared and teached vs , that we [hould deny vn- 
godly lufts: 3. He commeth and vifiteth vs day- 
ly by giuing benefits vnto vs, ¢ bés.compafsions 

| faile not, they are renewed encry morning. Asthe 
eftate of Terufalem was lamentable and doubrfull, 


a Luk, 19. 44. |d becaufe fhee knew nos the time of her vifitation; {o 


fhall the eftate of the flouthfuli and negligent be, 
who are ignorant of that gratious feafon: but the 


godly | 


m 


: 
: 


e 
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godly may fay with Jobe Lord thou haf ginen MIE, lob roaz. 
life and grace, and thy vifitation hath preferued 
my fþirit. Seeing this, Chrift commeth and vifi- 
teth vs, by good reafon wee ought to cometo | 
him. - 
3. Becavfealfo he calleth and inuiteth vs. That Chrift in- 
invitation which Dauid made to Barzêikai was uiteth vs. 
very kinde and louing; f come ouer with me, andl ¢ , Shales 
will feede thee with me in lernfalem: but Bazillai 33. i 
made fome reafonable excufe , in refpec of his 
ageand imbecility , that he was then foure fiore 

eeve ola, and cenld not difcerne betweene good and 

enill, he had no tafe imbis food , vor pleafurein 
‘wmuficke, be was loath to be any more a burthen unto 

King Dawid.’ Yet the invitation of Chrift is 
much more kinde and louing; hecalleth vpon 
vsto cometohim, offering to nourifh ysnot 
onely with earthly and corruptible foode , but 
alfo with “héavenly and incorruptible nourifh- 

ment euer, ewith that meate that endureth unto! 3 loh.6127. 
life euerlafting = he defireth vs to come notto | 

earthly, burto, heeleftial lerufalem, to the Citieof n Heb saa, 
the lining God, andtothe company of innnmerable| ` 
Angels, À i 

FII. Neither can one alleadge any reafon 

of refufall: for by his helpe who calleth vpon 

vs, i enterprifes are 'eftablifhed, the weake ave \i1Sam,2. 
firencthned, the youth of men like Eagles is venew- 334, . 
ed, and fo all inft' excufe may bee eafily re- | ` as 
mooued. 

V. But this (hall be very profitable for'vs ; 

That wetrauell with diligence to learne rightly, 
7 Yy 3 to | 
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to difcerne betweenc the inuitation of our Saui- 
our, and the inuitation of our aduerfarie, who 
will not euer {et vpon vs with open force like a 
cruell Lyon roaring, but at fometimes alfo with 
fecret craft like a flie Serpent, feducing ; inuiting 
vs ina falfe friendly forme to come to him for 
our deftrudtion, when as hee pretendeth our 
well-fare and faluation. 

As that blafphemousand railing Rab/hakeh,by 
appearance feemed to haue fpoken fauourably to 
the people of Lerufalem, faying, 1 Make appoint- 
ment with me, and come ontto me, that enery man 
may eateof his owne vine, andenery man of bis 
owne fig-tree, and drinke euery man of the water 
of his owne well, yet his intention was to draw 
them from this lawfulland good King , to carry 
them from their natiue and fertile countrey, and 
to bring them to miferable flauerie , bondage, 
and pouertie vnder the tyrannie of a wrongfull 
viurper : So the diuell by the worlds allure- 
ments offereth friendly , and inuiteth (as one 
would thinke) courteoufly, but his purpofe is to 
decejue, and todeftroy eternally. 

Like as that rauenous and crafty beaft,* Hyena 
will counterfeit the voice.of a man, and learne 
his name, and then call vpon him for to devour 
him, as alfo willimitare mans vomiting to draw 
thither doggesto be catched:: So Satan, albeit a 
moft malicious enemie,he will diflemble fubtilly 
a friends voice, that he may catch man, that he 
may torment him for euer, 

Notwithftanding, the aduifed and circum- 

{pect | 


v 


—<“— Tr 


) 
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fpe& Chriftian knowing his hatred , thould re- 
fufe him, inuiting cruelly with Goltah, crying ; 
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(m Come to me, and I will gine thy ficfh unto the| ™ySam,17. 


fowles of the heauen, and tothe beafts of the field ; 
come to me to be concionated continually. And 
knowing his deceit fhould alfo refufe him inui- 
ting guilfully: n Come, let vs take our fill of lone, 
let vs take our pleafure in dalliance: who yceldeth 
to his entifings, is asan Oxe that gocthto the 
flaughter, & as a fooleto the ftockes for punifh- 
ment:but letvs harken & yeelde vnto the louing 
inuiration of our Sauiour offering rich mercy, & 
exhibiting tender kindnes, whofe calling is euer 


for our profite, and emolument, Sometimes he | 


calleth vpon vs for our inftruction , © Come chil- 
dren, hearken vatome, Iwill teach youthe feare of 
the Lord: fometimes for our recreation, p The 


44° 


n Prou, 7. 18. 


o Pfal34 11. 


P Casata. I, 


flowers appeare ia the earth, the time of finging of |1% 


birds iscome, and the voice of the Turtle is hardin 
our land, the figge-tree hath brought foorth her 
young figges, andthe vines with their [mall grapes, 
cafi a favor, arife my Loue, my faire one, and 
come thy way : fometimes he calleth vpon vs for 
our nourifhment , 4 Come, buy wine and mike 
without filuer and without money: fometimes for 
our preferment, as it wasan honour to the holy 
Euangelit Saint 2042, when the Angel faid , 
r Come, I will [hew thee the Bride the Lambs wife, {o 
ic will be greater honour tothe true Chriftian, 
when Chrift faith, Come to be my Spoufe | 
this honourable and comfortable inuitation 


fhould allure vs t o yeeld willingly thereunto. | 


2, Ghe 


lass I 


rReu21.9, | 
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They are | 4. The condition of the wicked who come 
miferable | notro Chrift, is very miferable : for by not com- 
thatcome | ming they depart frorn him, and they forfake 
not. him, they fhall be forfaken and defolate, hee will 
(Hofg.t2. | depart from them, f and woe to them when hee de- 
‘parteth from them : for then feeing they enter 
not in at the right gate, to come to Chrift ; a 
*Ecclel2.14. t fooles they walke in darkene/fe, thenuthey walke 
“Gen29619 | According to the fiubburnnelfe of their owne hearts, 
Pa | adding drunkennefe to thirf : x then they will 
walke after vanitie, and become vaine, then they 
fhall walke in lufts and wantonneffe, in gluttonie 
and drunkennef[e, and in abominable idolatries, 
a Tudig; | 4fter the ungodly Gentiles, and after their vngod- 
Ly dufts and concupifcences ,vntill they be drowned 
in filthineffe, and endleffe damnation. 

Theexam- | 5. The example of the faithfull, who haue 
pleof the | gone before vs; fhould inuite vs alfo to goe 
godly. = |to Chrift : b Secing wee are compaffed with fo 
‘Hebrzt. | creat @ cloud of witneffes, let vs runne with pa- 
| tience, the race that is fer before vs, looking and 
| comming to [efus the authour, and finifher of 
our faich ; forall the godly, from the beginning 
lof the World, who haue beene adorned with 
true faith and obedience, they have gone to 

Chrift before vs. i 
Whocome| Secondly, we will declare briefely, who doth 
to Chrift. | come to Chrift : Firf, that perfon whom hee 
c Pll. 544, chufeth; ¢ Blefed is he whom thou chufest, and 
caufeft to come to thee : Secondly, hee whom 
TAA the Father giveth; d All that the Father giueth 
me, (fiith our Sauiour) {hall come to mee, and Te 
that 
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that commeth to me, I cafl not away : Thirdly, who 
are e weary and laden, hauinga fence, anda fee- 
ling of their heauie burden, Chrift calleth on 
them, promifing to eafe them : Fourthly, whom 
f the Father draweth : Fiftly, his owne faithfull 
feruants, his Difciples and 8 children {ha come 
from farre, to be nourilhed and inftructed, Seeing 
then without Gods election, his donation, his 
attractiue operation, without the feeling of thy 
| burden, and his loue and compaffion, none can 
come to him ; let vs intreate our God to loue vs, 
to chufe vs, to giue vs his onely Sonne, to grant 
life and light to vs, fo that wee may addreffe 
our felues to our Redeemer; praying with his 
owne Spoufe, b Draw mee, and wee will runne 
after thee, 

Thirdly, if wee hauea purpofe to cometo 
Chrift, wee mutt leaue and forfake the World, 
Sinne, Satan, and our carnali pleafures. | 

1. Wee muft come from the World, which 
is a matter of much difficultie; for then our ene- 
mic will thew vs the Kingdomes, i aad the glory 
thereof, yet if wee looke narrowly thereto, wee 
fhall fubfcribe vnto the faying of the Antient, 

| Mundus ecce nutat cy labitur, c> rininam fui, non 
tam feneciute rerum, quam fine teftatur. Behold 
the World is tottering and failing, and doeth 
witnefle the decay thereof, not fo much by the 
old age of things, as by the end; therein is the 
k Luff of the fieh, the laft of the eyes , and pride 
of life. 

A man would willingly remooue, and fiee out 
Zz 
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a 
of a ruinous, and rotten houfe : A Chriftian 
fhould more gladly remooue,in his heart affe&ti- 
ons and determinations, from this rotten and 
ruinous World. As a noble and wealthy per- 
fonage , hath no pleafure nor contentment, to 
remaine long within a coole trench vnder the 
earth, for there is narrowneffe, filthineffe, darke- 
neffe, and danger, that place is not ample, but 
ftraight ; not cleane, but defiling ; there is little 
but darkeneffe and perill Soa Chriftian fhould 
haue {mall ioy or contentment, to remaine long 
in thisearth. If thechildren of Daz, clteemed 
that place where they dwelt to bee too little for 
them, and refolued to leaue it, and to gac to 
Laifh, 1avery good land, and a large Countrey, a 
place which doeth lacke nothing : The children of 
God, fhould alfo bee weary of this earth, which 
isnot fpatious ; butas a point in refoect of the 
Heauens, and refolue to goe fyeedilyto Heauen, 
a moft large Kingdome, ™-where are many dwel- 
ling places; Chrift reigneth, who will grant to 
the godly, n that they may fit with him in his 
throne, to be bleffed for ever. 

And feeing this World, may bee compared to 
a painted Sepulchre,or ° whited Tombe, appearing 
beautifull outward, but is w. thin full of all fitthi- 
nefe, where the p dead buriethe dead,and where 
there are many men, likea corrupt trees without 
fruite, twice dead, and plucked up by the rootes : 
what delight or pleafure may an honeft hear: 
haue to remaine therein, which iuftly may bee 
called: the land of day kenefe and Jhadow of death, 


darke, 


i 
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| darke, as darkene([e it felfe,where there is no order, 


but danger, the light being there as dar keneffe? 
2. Letvsrefchew enil and depart from finne, 


which isas a fearefull inundation, and a dange-, 


rous deluge of water, ouerflowing fuddenly, 
and deftroying violently.. Graus quidem eff, a- 
quarum inundatio in omni tempore , grauis audi- 
entibus, grauior videntiows , conflictantibus gra- 
uifima :fed onmium profecto eft granifima inun- 


datio tla, qua non campi, non praia, non Vici Ur-. 


befque, non regiones eliminuntur atque euertuntur, 
fed homines ipfi, animeque ipforum : est enim hec 


peccati inundatio, malto periculofier quam ila, 
| oe. Indeed an inundation of waters is grieuous 


at all times, gricuousto the hearers, more grie- 
uous tothe feers, moftof all grieuous to thofe 
who ftriue and fight there-with : but truely the 
moft grieuous of all, is that deluge, by which 
not Fieldes, not Medowes, not Villages and 
Townes, not Countries are wafhed away and 


| deftroyed, but Men themfelues and their foules ; 
for this inundation of finne, is much more dan- | 


gerous, thenthatother. Now it we thouldlaue 
finne with all our affection, and not leaue the 
fame in our purpofe and refolution, then t the 
Lord will power his wrath vpon vs like water, 
whereby we [hall be ouerwhelmed and deftroyed, \ 

3. Wemutt forfake Satan u who finneth from 
the beginning, who is vneeffantly labouring, £o 
deceiue the people, which are in the foure quarters 
of the earth ,awho deceiued Achab King of Ifrael 


LZ 2 b te 


to his deftruction, and endeuouring to bring men. 


| 
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b to rebuke, and to his (ware, to his dungcon, to 
their damnation. That prifon in the houfe of 
Tehonathan the Scribe was fearefull, and filthy, 
and dolorous ; wherefore the Prophet Jeremiah, 

made this earneft petition to Zedekiah, faying, | 
c heare me now I pray thee, O my Lord the King, 
les my prayer bee accepted before thee, that thon 
caufe mee not to retarne, tothe houfe of lehona- 


| than, leaf I diethere. If that wife man was-loath 


to-goeto that prifon, and gladly did come out of 
the fame; the prudent Chriftian will bee more 
glad, to goe out of the Diuels danger, and bee 
more loath to returne thither againe. 

Alas,what madneffe doeth poffeffe the mindes 
of moft men, who will notin heart fully yeeld, 
to renounce and forfake a feducer, a mercileffe 
{tranger, a cruell tormentor, a malicious enemie, 
and an vniuft Tyrant, to the end they may come 
to Chrift, who isd Amen, the faithfull and true 
witnelfe, eour onely Doctour, our moft pittifull, 
and powerfull brother , £ zhe first borne amang 
many brethren, our moft comfortable g Sauiour, 
whofe wages is with bins, our moft truftie friend, 
callingvs, 4 wot feruants, but friends, reucaling 
his Fathers counfell vnte vs, our owne moft 
i righteows King, who fhal reigne, and prefper, and 
fhall execute indgement,and Iuflice upon the earth; 
who will teach vs, and bee beneficiall vnto vs, 
faue our felues, and deftroy our enemics ? 

Laftly, tet vs bee wearie of finfull pleafures, 
and refiaine from filthy delights, which may be 
compared to the Anglers. baite, that hath. an 

hooke | 


D 
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hooke hid vnder it, wherewith the foolifh 
fifhes arc caught and killed.: and asa fhip full of 
water, that cannot bee emptied incontinent, is 
drowned ; fo a man, when he expofeth himfelfe 
to drunkenneffe, to his corrupt pleafures and | 
wantonneffe, hee goeth fo decay, hee drowneth 
histeafon, and-deftroyeth his foule ; for furely, | 


k thofé who are led with fenfualitie , fhall receiue | * ».Pet.2.13. 


the wages of vnrighteoufneffe, who receiue their 
portion and pleafure, in. finning ! wit Diues 
here in this earth, they fhall receiue paine and 
torments in hellforeuer : but let vs depart from 
our voluptuoufneffe,and draw neere to our Lord 
Tefus. 

Fourthly, touching the manner-of our com- 
ming. r. Let-vs.come in our mindes, and in 
our affections, 2. Let vs come timely, and {pee- 
dily. 3. Let vscome in holy beautie,and hone- 
ftie. 4. Let vscome infaith. 5. In humilitie 
and reuerence. 6. Letvscomein finceritie. 7. 
Let vs come with our gift, and with purpofe of 
obedience. 

1. Wee fhould come in our minde and af- 
fections. This word Come, fladsorum excitatio- 
nem magis, quam corporis motum explicat, figni- 
fieth nat fo mucha motion of the bedie, as.a de- 
uotion of the minde. 

As Mofes when hee remained betweene his 
Enemies, and the red Sea, among a murmuring 
and mutinous people, in his heartand minde hee 
went to God ; who faid tohim, m wherefore cry- 
eft thou unto me ? So where-euer our bodies fhall 
. £24 abide: 


Luk. 16,95. 


The man- 
ner of our 
comming. 
In minde. 


eVMentan, 
sn Hof. 
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NP falio«.r. 


Goe time- 
ly. 
© Ter 87. 


| P? Luk.19.44- 


q Math, rx. 
28, 
© fag 3.1, 


í Luk.1 3.27, 
t Mat, 25.41. 
g ELt.§.26 


x Bzra.7.232. 


4Lyk.10.42- 


abide, ler vs goeto Chriftin our affections, fay: 
ing with Dauid, »Vato thee, O Lords lift 1 up my 
foule. Adeamus Chriftum non pedibus, fed affe- 

ibus. © 
2. Let vs come timely :while ouri Sauiour 
calleth vpon vs ; otherwayces the very fowles of 
heaven will teftifie againit vs. 0 Ewes the ftorke 
in the aire kaometh her appointed times and the 
Turtle and the Crane, and the Swallow obferue the 
time of her comming , but mypeople (faith God) 
knoweth not theinmdzement of the Lord, neither p the 
time of their mercifull vifitation, And though 
Chrift will notacalktimes cry, ¢Comevnto me 
and I wilcafe you, * Come, come I fay buy wine and 
milke without filuer or money , eate that which is 
good, and let your foule delight in fatneffe: Yet 
one day he will thus denounce a moft-feare- 
full iudgement againft the difobedient. £ Depart 
from me all yee workers of iniquitie ;* depart from 
mee yee curfed into exerlafting fire; It fhall bee 
good for vs to come, " While he holdeth out the 
golden Scepter of his compsfsion, while hee is 
mercifully calling , and * 4s whasfoener ts by the 
commandement of God, fhoubd be done {peedily for 
the houfe of the God of heauen ; fo whatfaeuer is 
bythe commandement of Chrift , fhould bee 
done {peedily, for the honour of Chrift, Now 
our comming to Chriftis for his honour, there- 
fore our comming ought to be timely and {pee- 
die without delay or procraftination. When 
Marie, Lazarus his filter, a who had chofen the 
good part, thatone thing needfull which could “9 
. e 
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betaken away from her , hearing that Chri was 
come and caline for ber, > fhee arofe quickly, and 
came to him: foit is our duticto addreffe our 
felues to come quickly to Chrift for our confola- 
tion, efpecially feeing our Mafter hath greater 
power'to command vs, then Paa/ had, when he 
‘commanded his Difciples , Timsthie and Tutus; 
thus writing roone, © Make fpeede to come ; and 
tothe other, d Be diligent. to come to me. 
_ We reade, that imthe daies of that infortu- 
nate Valens, an happie and coutagiovs woman 
of Edeffa a Citie of Mefopotamia, did with all 
poffidle fpeede make great halte to goe to the 
place where deuont Chriftians were conucied, 
of purpofeto lofeher life for Chrifts caufe (that, 
notable hiftorieand conference, betwecne the 
Captaineand the religious Woman, is worthy 
of frequent reading, and*diligent confiderati- 
on:) Then fhould not Chriftians make good 
fpeede with all diligence to come to Chrift, thar 
they may obtaine life and faluation ? 

. 3+ Inrefpe&,e The Lords people and armie forll 
come willingly at the time of affembling and in holy 
beantie, euery godly perfon fhould fo doe, thar 
Chrift may fay , How faire art thou, and how 

lea‘ant art thou, O my Lone in pleafures\ Becaufe 
be nature, we are vaboneft, vacomely, and abo- 
minable, let vs spat ov more honestie ava comels- 
nefje, when we refolue to goeto Iefys ; And fee- 
ing we haue not this beautie, nor this honeftie of 
our felues, bur are poore and wretched:and na | 
ked ,. let vsaskeinftantly and intreate our merci. | 
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full God, that he will be pleafed, h to cloath us 
with the garments of faluation , 10 couervs with 
the robe of righteoufneffe , and to honour vs with 


iLuk, rg.22.| tings on our hands, andi /hooes on our feete, 


We mould 
‘come tn 
faith. 


k Rom. 14.2? 
! Heb, 11.6. 


| Auguft. 


m 4,Pet.g.9. 


n Heb.3 rz. 


Come in 
humility. 


that chusdecored and beautified with his beau- 
tie; wee may refort to himin comelineffe and 
honeftie. : r 
4» Letvs goein faith; for k whatfeewerts not 
of faith, is finne: andl without faith it is vnpofsi- 
ble topleafe God : for he that commeth to God, mufi 
beleeue that God ts, and that he is arewarder of 
them that feeke him, 1f we defire to be deliuered 
from the dominion and thraldome of the Dis 
uell; if we defire to fee Chrift,to come to him, 
to be conioyned infeparably with him; let vs 
labour by an earneft prayer, and all lawfull 
meanes , to be indeued with true faith. Fide 
vera liberatur homoex dominatione demonum, fi- 
des vera continet vniuerfalem viam anime liberan- 
de, ¢y eft via recalis ad regnum ducens, By true 
faith, man is freed from the tyrannie of Satan, 
and thereby m we reff that flrong aduerfary ; 
when we are ftedfaft in faith , true faith contai- 
neth the whole way to faue our foules, and it is 
that kingly gate leading vs to that heauenly 
Kingdome. 

Who fo haue within them az exil heart ana 
unfaithful, they willnot come to Chrift, bur 
depart away from the liuing God, and fall into 
endleffe miferte. | 

se We fhould approach vnto our righteous 
Iudge, with great reuerence and humilitie, like 

Mephi- 


—— 
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Mephibofbeh comming to Dauzd: o He did rene- 
rence, and faid; Whatisthy feruant, that thoy 
Jhouldeft looke upon fucha dead Dogge as I am? 
This vnfeined humilitie is the principall docu- 
ment, which Chrifts Difciples doe chiefely 
learne of him. DifCite (inquit dominus) a me, non} Angu{t. 
mundum fabricare: non cuncta vifibilia creare: 
nonin ipfo mundo miracula facere, dy mortuos fu- 
fiitare: fed quod mitis fum dy humilis corde, 
Learne (faith our Mafter) of me, not to make 
-the world, not to create all vifible things, not 
to worke miracles, or to raifc the dead, but 
pthat I am meeke and lowly inheart, and yee fhall |» Math,r29. 
finde refi unto your foules. O felix humilitas, qua 
Dei ligat omni potentiam, dyad fè trahit eius cle- 
mentiam ! O happy humilitie, (faith the Anci- 
ent) which doth binde Gods omnipotencie, and 
doth draw to it {elfe his mercie ! Perit omne quod 
agitur, nifi Humilitate cuftodiatur: qui enim ca- 
teras Virtutes fine humilitate congregat, quafi qui 
manu pnluerem inuentum portat: All, which is 
done perifhes, vnleffe with humilitie it be prefer- 
ued; for who fo gathereth other vertues without 
humilitie, is like a man who carrieth in his hand 
duft which he hath found. 
6. Whofocuer thou be, who refolueft to goe | Come to 
| to thy Sauiour, goeto him infinceritie with an | Chrift in 
vpright and an honeft heart, not for any worldly | fincerity, 
honour or commoditie , but for his owne fake 
onely, not as thofecarnall Capernaites , who for 
their bellies caufe, went vnto him, who after- 
ward q went backe and walked no more with him, | 110h,6.66. 
Aaa whe 


o 3.[am.9,6s 


Baruara. 


Gregor. 19. 
lib. moral. 


372 |_|Cuar. XIX. We fhould cometo Chrift; 


who hath the words of eternall life: but * Ionadab 
the fomne of Rechab came to Lohn with an upright 
heart towards him ; fo goe thou to Tefus, and 
then he will giue thee that great commendation, 
which he gaue to Nathaniel Behold in deede an 
Ifraelite , in whome is noguile: then t thy defence 
hall bein God, whopreferueth the upright in heart 
that heu will extend his louing kindneffe and righte- 
oufmeffe unto them who are vpricht in beart , then 
thou {halt finde that «light i fone for the righteous, 
and ioy for the upright inbeart , when in fucha 
manner thou fhaltaddreffe thy felfe to him. 
7s This prohibition was repeted fundry times 
in the law, That a none fhould appeare before the 
a gift. Lord emptie: Ir behoued his people of neceflitie 
a Bxod,23-1§ ; : : F 
& Ero z413. | tO bring fome facrifice or offering to him. In 
bReur.6, |the time of the Gofpell feeing > we are made 
| Priefts unto God , we fhould labour for a facrifice, 
‘| and foragift tohim, cuen forca cantrite fpirit 
and broken heart, which he will not defpsfe: weej 
fhould drender the calues of our lippes, to bim who 
will take a way all our iniquity, and receine vs gra- 
| sioufly: we fhoulde offer the facrifice of praife al- 
EP (al, so. 14. | Mayes VNo Ged, and pay our vowes moft chankfull 
| unto the moft high, Now when we come vnto} 
| him, ifwe thal] find our felues voide & emptie of 
all good by nature (as furely we wili doe when |. 
we try our felues narrowly) then let vs deale 
į moft earneftly with our God, by humbleand 
frequent fupplication , by the fecret and fervent 
g fiches of the fpirit which cannot be expreaffed, 
that it would pleafe him of his gratious ee 
nefie 


r z.King.to. 
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iia ll ght te TO 
nefle to furnifh a facrifice ynto vs acceptable to 
himfelfe, as he prouided of his feruant h Abra- | * Sen.22-13. 
ham, Let vs thus cometo Chrift with purpofe 
of adherence and obedience to i abide in him| itoh.r5.q. 
ftedfaftly, that we may beare fruit as he defireth, 
and to obey him heartily in all things , which is 
k better then legall or outward facrifice. Melior | k 1.Sam.15. 
obedientia quam victima; quiaper victimasaliena|2? 
care, per obedientiam vero voluntas mactatar : be- abi hers 
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caule by fatrifice other flefh of beafts, but by 
obedience, our will, our lufts, and finfull con- 
| cupifcence is killed. In regard of which obedi- 
ence, let vs | gise our fèlues unto him, and our |\'Rom.6.13. 
| members as weapons of rightcoufneffe,™ a holy and | ™ Rom, 12.1. 
lining facrifice, which is our reafonable ferning of 
God, 
Fifthly, touching the way or gate, whereby | The way 
| we muft come to Chrift: That way is not the | where-by . 
a way of Balaam, of craft and couetoufneffe, and | TE mult 
| diffimulation; neither the way of Cain, of malice | no Pes ans, 
crueltie,and oppreffion ; neither the way of Iero- | o tud.+1. 
boaw, nor of Core, of treafon, idolatrie, and abo- | ? 1-King.16.a 
mination , neither q the way of finners , of wan- | copes. 
tonnefle, wickedneffe, derifion and defection; | 
r the wide gate and broad way that leadeth to defo- |£ Math.7'x3. 
lation and defiruction. 
Albeit that broad way be an euill way, of 
darknefle and {calamsities ; yer alas , many, tOO | Rom, 3.16. 
jmany doe walke therein, committing hainous 
\finnes againft ‘pietie, againft charity, againft 
chaftity and fobriety; and will not leauethat 
,way, which leadeth to death, to helland per-' 
| Aaa 2 dition; 


374. 


tler,6.16, 


u Heb, 11.3, 


x Heb, 10.20, 


a Heb, 10, 19. 
b Mar. I2, 14. 


£ Math,2 132, 


d Prou.o9,6. 
e Luk.1,73- 


f P fal, IIg: 
32. 
g 3.Cor, 12. 


31. 
h loh. 34.6, 


i Prou.3.17. 


Angof. 


Cuar. XIX. WefhouldcometoChrif, 


dition: but the way to Chrift is shat old goad way, 

in the which our t elders who are well reported of, 
who are certainly blefled, bel, Enoch, Noe, 

Abraham, ee. Walked, cuen the way of faith, 
which is * through the fielh of Chrifi; beeing alfo a 
new and lining way which he hath prepared for vs, 
a wherby we may be bold to enter into the holy place: 

O that is, ba way of God, ¢rwely in ttuth and 
veritie taught by Chrift, that, cisa way of righte» 
onfmeffe, inthe which Iohn baptift came : that is 
d a way of wifedowe , and prudence, inthe which 
wife Salomon wifheth vs to goon in: that € g 
the way of peace, in the which we fhould defire 
our feete to be guided: that ws the! way of the 
Lords commandements, in the which all Chriflians, 
Jhonld ranne: that is the g more excellent way to 

obraine the beft gifts. Now Chrif himfelfe , 

hthetrueth, and the life, he ss alfothe way: for 

no man commeth to the father but by him, whofe 

way isi a way of pleafure, and all his paths proferi- 

ty; albeit ic appeare to be other waies at the firft 
entry. 

All thofe who walkenot inthe right way, al- 
beit they haue Morallvertues and cary them- 
felues ciuily , and doe endeuourto worldly ho- 
nefty, yetthey wander, and fhall perith inthe 
wilderneffe of this world, becaufe they goe out 
of thetrue way. Qui preter viam currit, errit po- 
tins, quam ad finem pervenist optatum, Who run- 
neth out of the way, he goeth rather aftray 
then fhall come to his wifhed end of his iour- 
ney. | 
Sixtly, | 


— r 
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Sixty, Chrift is alfo our guide inthis way; cin ; 
k our ton , the holy one of Ifrael, which aA | -= oh 
cheth.us to profitand leaderh vs by the way that we inthis 
fhould goe, he will! by his mercy carry his people way. 
and guidethem , he will bring them is bis flrength + ee 
wato. his holy habitation. Sah: ia ‘. 
| Our guide: 1. He will thew vs the way: | 
2, Will placevs inthe way: 3. He will furnifh | 
things needfull - 4. He will keepe vs: 5. He will 
bring vs to the place of our reft. E 
1. He will teach them that are ignorant that | 
way which is hid fromvsby nature, yea Dawid 
himfelfe knew not that way, vntill the time he 
was inftructed , yet trufting in Godsgaodnefle,; -= . 
he thus protefteth; m thos Lora wilt [hew mee the! = pfal.y6.rt. 
path of life: and atanother time; inthe feruent 
defire of his heart, he earneftly prayed, Pew a Phlas 
methy wates,O Lord, and teach me thy pashes. | 
2. Our Guide will place vs who are feeble,in 
the way which he hath pointed out vnto vs. And | 
| becaufe of our weaknefle, we haueneedealfo| + s, 
to pray with the Prophet, ° Lead vs inaright |° Pializz. 115 
path, Vian nobis Chrifius monfiranit , etin viam Anguft. 
collocanit , nec in vianos dimittit: Chrifthath 
fhewed vs the way, and placed vs in the way, 
neither doeth he fend vs away.from him in the 
way. TS 
3. He will furnifli-all things neceflary ; food 
to vs when we are hungry, raiment when we are 
naked, health when weare ficke, ioy when wee 
are forrowfull. If the Ifraelites receiueda great 
benefit, ‘by. the cloud, which did ouerfhadow | 
Aaa 3 them, B. 
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i a a 
them , and preferued them from the burning 
e Bxod.13.22 | heat ofthe funne inthe day time, andp was a pil. 
ler of fire by night unto them , it dire&ed them in 
their 1ourney, and conducted them thorow the 
3 Num, 9.23, | Wildernefle, when the qcloud tarried, the people 
abode fill , when the cloud was taked up, thenthey 
tournyed: Chriftians haue a greater benefit by 
‘Luk1.79. | Chrift, he will give light to them that fit in dark- 
nefe, he willgiue refrefhmentto the weary, and 
‘Pilon. | ghey [bak abide inthe fhadow of the Almighty, who 
will condu& them thorow all the difficulties of 
this life , and beftow all things needfull ypon 
them. 
t 1fa.49.8. 4. He willtpreferae thee whome he guideth, 
UPhalgng | he uml couer thee under bis wings, and thou fhalt 
lie fure under his feathers, his truth [hall be thy 
fhield and buckler , thou fhalt not be afraide of the 
feare of the night , nor of the arrow that flyeth by 
* loh. 10, 28, | day, show fhalt nener perift, neither fhall any pluck 
thee out of his hands. 
alagoas | 5. He willacarry thee in bis bofome when thon 
bLukas.s. | art weake, he will blay thee on his fhoulders with 
Zoy , and bring thee home tothy heaucnly manfion, 
‘Chrift is much morea better guide then AZo(es, 
who did conuey the Iewes thorow the wilder- Í 
neffe, but did not poffeffe them in the Land of 
© Deut. 34-4-| Canaan: himfelfe,¢/aw it with bis eyes, but went 
| not thither tntothe fame. Now Chrift will neuer 
| leaue his owne, nor forfake them, vntill he give 
them, full poffeffion of thateternall kingdome, 
jand they attaine tothe fruition of endlefle glory 
and happinefle. Here we are to ae 
thar 


ee cee re 


—— — 


r uar. XIX. and follow after Him. | 377 


that there was never man or woman fince the 
worldbegan, neither is there any now liuing, 
neither fhall there be any, intime {ucceding, but 
either he muft be guided, or gouerned by Iefus 
| Chrift,d vato shat narrow way that rae it tolife| 4Math.11, 
and faluation, or we bee mifguided and drawne 
: by Sathan, in that broad way, that leadeth to 
| damnation. 
As that c heard of Swine, in the which the Di- | © Math.8.3a, 
uels entred, was carried with violence from a fleepe 
downe place into the Sea, and were drowned : fo 
thofe moft miferable creatures, who are by Sa- 
than oucr-ruled, they fhall runne headlong vnto 
Hell, where they fhall bee drowned in eternal! 
£ perdition and deftructios. Happie and bleffed |€ 1. Tim. 6.9. 
are they, who haue receiued Chrift, to direc 
them in the right way, 8 who will keepe them, and | £ Exod.23.20. 
bring them to the place of permanent pleafure which | © Veir 
he hath prepared. i 
Thou who haft gotten fuch a good guide ; | Impedi- 
bewareof him, and.heare his voyce, prouoke | ments hin- 
him not, for hee will nor {pare thy mifdeedes : | Sering vs. 
but honour him continually, withall feare and | 
reuerence. 
Seuenthly,there are many impediments to ftay| - 
our going to Chrift. Ash Satan hindred the A-|*1.Thete. 
pofile Paul, from comming to the Theffalonians ; fo] ** 
that vigilant enemie,hindereth man and woman, 
from comming to Chrift. If Dauids enemies! Satan. 
could prepare a fnare, andi lay a net for his fleps, | ir tal. 57.6. 
ana diege a pit before him; Satan more craftily , a" 
can prepare k his fnare, in the which men vna-| x ì.Tim.3.7, 
wares 
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wares are detained, and digge a pit wherein 
! 2.Sam. 18. | more willingly hee would caft them, then! 44- 
EY foloms enemies, did caft him, into shat pit in the 
wood, and laide an heape of Stones vpon kim : hee 
™ Bph.6.16. | hath m fiery darts to wound vs, hee will” cast out of. 
“Rewt29 15. bis mouth water like a flood todrownevs, and all 
to {tay our going to our Saviour. Yetthis may 
beea ftrong comfort to vs, that our moft {trong 
oRom.16, | God will preferue and condu& vs, that othe God 
20. of peace will tread Satan under his feete {hortly ; 
n ouer whom (by his helpe ) wee fhall obtaine a 
moft profitable, and honourable victory. 
Worldli- Againe, worldlineffe and the cares of this life, 
nefie. are agreat impediment to detaine vs from com- 
ming to Chrift. Hee indeed calleth vs louingly 
P Mæh.22, 3. | tO his p wedding ; but alas, many doe make light 
of it, and goe their wayes, oneto his Farme, and 
another about his Merchandize , hee doth inuite 
a Luk. 14,16. | vs toqa great Sapper, but many will make an ex- 
cufe, one will goe to fee his land which hee hath 
bought, another to prooue his Oxen, another will 
fray with his wife, and refufe to come to that 
Supper. Surely the things of this World being 
rightly vfed, and placed in their owne roome, 
may further men in the way to Chrift, and in the 
race of godlineffe : then they be fteadeable and 
helpfullto vs. But if they be abufed, and fet out 
of their owne place, they will hinder vs inthe 
courfe of Chriftianitic, and be very hurtfull for 
vs: like as a chaire vnder aman, itis an eafe to 
him, who is weary to fitin ; butif it bee fet vp- 
on his head, the fame will trouble and offend 


him: 
aena a eeennn 


<< O 
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him : Andas water isachiefe helpeto the fài- 
ling of a Ship, but if it leake much water, the 
fame will be a meanes to finke her ; anda plafter 
applied to a wound in the flefh, will heale the 
wound, but receiued inwardly inthe ftomacke, 
would annoy the fame : euen fo thethings of 
this World , they are good feruants, bur euill 
mafters ; they fhould bee fet in there owne 
roome, to be vnder our feete, to eafe vs, and not 
to bee aboue our heads, forto burden vs : they 
fhould as it were helpe vs in our iourney, but not 
greedily glut within vs, to hinder vs from going 

to our Mafter. | 
The counfell therefore of the Antiefit is pro- 
fitable to every Chriftian; Trample the Sea o 
this World under thy feete, leaft thou be drowned 
in it, and fo neuer attaineto Chrift, and the port 
of thy cuerlafting happineffe. 
Alfo wickedneffe, and * iniquities that take the 
wicked, which are holden with the cords of their 
finnes , are terrible and fearefull impediments. 
Indeed it was eafier for £ Samfor, to breake the 
new cords, where-with the three thoufand men 
of t Judah did binde him,and to breake the feuen 
greene cordes, where-with Dalilah bound him ; 
then itis eafic for finner, to breake the cordes 
of finne. Yea God himfelfe muft doe that worke, 
euen « breake our bondes, and cut the cordes of 
finne, dnd giue vs freedome, to cometo Chrift, 

whom we ferue. | 

Moreouer, croffes and calamities will com- 
ber vs. Zø via Chrifli, ne tibi promittas profperi- 
Bbo tatem 
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£ Iudg 1$, 14. 


t ludg.x 6.52, 
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oe 
tatem feculi : Inthe way of Chrift, promife not 

x{ob36.8. |to thy felfe the profperitie of the World. » Wee 
hall be tyed with the cordes of affliction, but Chrikt 
willopen our care to difcipline, and command 
vs to returne from-our iniquities vato him : Al- 
a P (al.66.22, 


beit wee a went into the fire, and water of tribula- 


b Pfal,18. 16. 


place, hee will b draw vs with Dauid, out of many 
© 1.Cor.10.13 


waters, he wil ceuen ginue vs the ifue with the tem- 


aPfal,32:7. | tation, hee will 4 compaffe vs with toyfull deline- 
3 3 j- 
| ‘yance : whom hee preferueth from trouble ; hee 
jeaPetsg. | will giuetovs © the end of our faith, euen the fal- 
| tion of onr foules. 
Oman Laftly, the confideration of this commoditie 
o come. 


of our comming, fhould wonderfully allure vs, 
to wraftle againft all the obftacles impeaching vs: 


forChrift will not caft him away,that cometh to 
f Tere.2 2-23> 


zDeut.7-26. |e abhorre him wtterly, and count him abominable, 


as a filthy creature, he willnot caf? htm ost with 
Agar, and I{hmacl, as a mocking and trouble- 
{ome trefpaffer ; hee will nor cat him away 
to bee punifhed, as a wretched and rebellious 
Traitour. 

Ah, how vnhappie and vnfortunate are they 
whom Chrift cafteth away ! This was a mife- 
rable , and dolefull punifhment to the pofteri- 
tie of idolatrous Jeroboam, i that hee which died 
in the Citie,was cait vnto dogges to be eaten; and 
they which died in the Field, were eaten by the 


h Gen.21,34- 


i Kiatg aIL 


ble, 


tion, yet hee will bring vs out into a wealthie | 


him, f he wil not defpife him, asabroken idole, or |- 
as a vefeh, wherein is no pleafure, hee willnot| 


foules of the ayre : but much moreis it mifera- | 


— 


i 
| 


C HAPe XIX. | and follow after Him. 


ble, to bee caft from Chrift, into the power of 
the Diuell; to be captiuated, blinded, deceiued, 
and euerlaftingly tormented. 

Now wouldeft thou be fure and certaine that 
Chrift will neuer caft thee away ? Then doe 
not thouas Saul did: k bee did caft away the Word 
of the Lord, and the Lord caft him away from be- 
ing King. Ilay, caftnot away the pretious and 
wholefome Word of God, but | lay it up in thy 
heart, and in thy foule, bind it for a figne upon the 
hand, that it may bee as a frontlet betweene thy 
eyes; come thou rightly to Chrift, who will 
efteeme thee preyous and m excellent, a n veffell 
of Gold for honour, he will embrace thee, hauing 
o wafhed thy heart from wickedneffe he will p recesiune 
thee gracioufly and entertaine thee moft louingly. 
Ifthou q come to him,thou fhalt not hunger; if thon 
beleene inhim, thou fhalt not thirf : He will make 
thee not oncly his fervant, but his * losing friend, 
yea hisowne f brother, yea his glorious Spoufe, 
and a linely c member of his owne body, of his flefh, 
and of his bones; and therefore hee will preferue 
thee, nourith thee, cherifh, and honour thee. 

Thus thou comming to Chrift, u upon thee 
Jhal come the bleking of goodneffe , x unto thee 
hall come faluation and bis louing kindneffe, his 
a tender mercies fhall come to thee, that thou mayeft 
line in.all happineffe : forb who airecteth his heart 

|to come unto me, faith the Lord, he fhal bee one of 
my people, aud the Lord will be his God. 

Not onely fhould wee come to Chrift, but 
alfo (according to his dire@ion ) wee fhould 
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c Luke 9,33. 


d PAaL 95.7, 


e Mat:10.3 Ze 


f 2. Tim.g.s. 
& Mat,r1,26. 


h y,Pet.z.27, 


Angnst. 


i lohn 6.24, 


edugufl. 


what manner, we ought to follow him : Second- 
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ccome after him : whichnone can doe, vnleffe 
hee denie himfelfe, and take vp his croffe dayly, 
and fo follow him. 

If wee remember that wee are not our owne, 
neither doe wee belong to our felues, burthat 
wee are the workemanthip of God, 4 and the 
Jheepe of his band, and that by nature we are ma- 
lefactors, hainous finners , and fighters againft 
God, we fhall bee the more eafily perfwaded for 
to denie our felues, and ¢ confeffe Chrif before 
men, that hee may confeffe vs before his heauenly 
Father. Alfo wee muft refolue to vnder-goe } 
trouble, to £ fuffer aduerfitie, to take on Chrifts 
cafie yoke, to beare our crofle, as Chrift hath 
borne his, b aning us an enfample that wee fhould 
follow his fleps. Chriflus crucem non ad potentie 
documentum, fed ad patientia exemplum fufcepit : 
Chrift tooke vpon him the Croffe, not onely 
fora document of his power, but chiefely for 
anenfample of his patience. 

As the people could not haue followed Chrift, 
ouer the Sea of Tibcrias to Capernaum without 
Ships, for it is faid, that i they] tooke Shipping, 
and followed : {o none can attaineto Chrift, and 
to the hauen of happinefle, without the Crofle. 
Viaifta mare, fluctus tentationes, crux Chrifii na- 
nis, qaa afcenfa tranfimus : This life is a Sea, 
temtations are floodes, the Crofle of Chriftis 
a Ship, inthe which when wee enter, wee paffe 
ouer and efcape. 

Let vs confider fhortly : Firft, how and in 


ly. 


a a 
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lypin what way, then wee will walke : Thirdly, 
for what caufe, we ought fo to doe, i 
Firft, wee fhould follow him diligently, faith, How wee 


- ‘  fhould fol- | 
fully, willin gly with our whole ik, agd con- ow Chrif 


ftant] ; yey | 
Sie Vs: Sais Chrift diligently! Adea ne | 

Afahel did euill, when he «followed Abner foear-  *2:Sami2.tg 
nefily, neither turning to the right hand, nor to the 
lefi from him : that was the caufe of his death 
and.deftruGions But wee fhall.doemoft profi- 
tably, when with Chrifts difciples,! fraight way, | ' M420. 
and diligently we fhall follow him, that we may 

obtaine life and faluation. Seeing Chrifthim- | 


felfe hath gone before vs, with {peed and dili- 


ence, and: hee is-therefore:called, our m faré- | ™ Heb.6.20. 
5 
ac pros 


runner, who hath entred for vs within the Vaile; |= 3.Corg.24. 


let vs runne after him accordingly that wee may ie 
receiue the price laide beforews.. 

2. This fhould bee our care sad Rudie, to | 
follow Chrift faithfully, novas °° Gebazé fol-| °2-Kins.es. 
lowed Elifha his Mafter, notas P Indas I/cariot | ? lohn12.6, 
followed our Saviour: they did couetoufly,and 
vnfaithfully, and were-punifhed as they defer- | 
ued: but as good Jehofhaphat charged the ludges, | | 
and Minifters whom hee appointed, q to doe in \°2.Chr.199 
the feare of the Lord, faithfully and with a perfit 
heart, So Tefus chargeth vs, to follow him faith- 
fully, and vprighrly, to: imploy our talenrs.to his 
glory, that hee may both commend and reward 
vs; ' Good feruantsand faithfull, enter into peat ke 
Maftersi 18yo ` e 

3e Letvs follow Chrift willingly, £as deere |: Ephef.s.1. 
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£ Iere.6,28. 
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At Petg.2. 


12,Pet.3. 3 


k Pr0.2.20. 


l LIohn I “Je 


children , \ouing and honouring him, who is 
moft worthy of ali loue and eftimation. As a 
poore man and necdic, would gladly follow a 
rich man and wealthy, to get almes for the fup- 
port of his neceffitie : fo let vs moft willingly 
follow him, * who s full of grace, trueth, and 
glory, and» with all one heart, as did his feruant 
Danid, that wee may receiue all benefits from 
him; 

4! Thefe benefits hee will beftow on thofe, 
who will follow him with * Caleb conftantly,and 
with Hezekiah, acleane to the Lord,and not depart 


from him. 


Secondly, whofoeuer followeth Chrift: x. 
Hee fhall not > walke according tothe fIubborne- 
nefe of his owne heart , adding drunkenneffe to 
thir ft, to whom God will not be mercifull, and vpon 


‘| whom all bis curfes fhall light: 2. Hee fhall not 


è walke after vanitic, and become vaine: 3, 4 He 
[hall not with the foole,walke in darkeneffe: 4. He 
Jhall not ¢ walke craftily,as a rebellious Traitor: 5, 
Hee [hall not £ walke in eluttonie , nor wantonneffe, 
nor in firife and enuying: 6. He fhall not z walke 
inordinately , as a bufte-body: y. He fhall h not 
walke in abominable tdolatries, after the lusts of 
the Gentiles: 8. Hee hall noti walke as a mocker, 
according to his ungodly concupifcence, hee fhall 


| not follow Satan to fhame and perdition. 


But hee that followeth Chrift, k hall walke in 
the way of good men, and keepe the wayes of the 
righteous, Firlt, hee fhall | walkeinthe light, and 
the blood of Christ fhail cleanfe him from all finne. 

Secondly, | 
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Secondly, be fhalimwalketircumppectly and wfe. |" Ephe.s.15. 

ly, not be or but as the sea pain 9 pee C lolas 
time, Thirdly, hee fhall 0 follow peace and holi- n Heb.t2,14., 
nefe, without the which no man [hall fee the Lord.) 
Fourthly, Ae fhall o walke in newneffe of life, and | ° Rom.6.4, 

nor ferne finne, Fiftly, bee fhall p walke worthy of | ? Frbela-t. 

his vocation , whereunto hee called; yea, hee; . 

[ball walke worthy of the Lord, pleafing him in all 

things. Sixtly, hee fhall « walke in the fpirit, and €O% 5-15, / 
not fulfill the lufts of the flefb. Scuenthly, he fhall |. 
f walkeinloue with Christ ; he fhall t walke before eats : 
God with Abraham ; Ace halt u walke after the Wie (rie, 
Lord with Ephraim; hee fhall x walke fafely by | «Reuez.12- | 
the way , his foote fhall not ftumble , hee fhall| - 

come tothe Monutaine of God. hee fhall be madea 


Pillar in the Temple of his God, and goe no 

more out, 

= Thirdly, befides this great commoditie, wee 

haue other caufes, wherefore we fhould fo doe: 

for he is our Mafter, wee are his feruants ; hee is 

our Doctour, wee bee his difciples ; hee is our 

Captaine, wee be his fouldiers ; heeis our King, 
wee his {ubieéts. When Jonathan {aid to his fer- 

uant, his Armour-bearer ; 4 Come up after mee, | *1Samag.32 
or follow mee, the man obeyed, and followed. | 

When Chrift faidto Matthew; b Follow me, hee| » Math g. 
arofeand followed him : Licentiys, _Augustines| 

ditciple, thus protefted that hee would follow |. 

his precept. | 


Non me dura gels prohiberent frigora cano, | e 4uguft. 
~ Nec feratempefasXephyram fremitufque Boriin| Epift. 39. 
, Quin | 
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Cuar. XIX. We fhould come to Chrift, 
Quin tua follicito premerem veftigia palfu: 
Hoc opus, vt iubeas tantum., 


. When Ehad faid to the Iftaelites, «follow me, 
they went after him; when Gideon faid to his. 


i Souldiers, d looke on me, enen as 2 doe, (0 doe you, 


they did as heecommanded them. If ¢ the houfe | 


of Indah, had reafonto follow Dauid a mortall 
King ; haue not wee more reafon, to £ feeke our 
true Dauid, an immortall King, to follow and 
tos ferue him with true aff ection ? Many other 
creatures may bee witnefles again{t thofe, who 
doe refufeto follow Chrift. * Ifthe wild beafts 


doe follow the Panther, becaufe of his fweete 


{mell, albeit (hee kill many of them : * If fome 
fih in the Sea, doe follow other to receiue 
foode : ifthe foules of Heauen, follow other by 
inftinét of nature, as experience fheweth : Shall 


not menh runne after Chrift, becaufe of the fanour 


of his good ointments, that they i through him 
might bee {awed , and that being free from all 
mifery ; k is Heauen they may follow him vpon 
white horfes, cloathed with fine linnen, white and 
purer 
If any aske, what itis to follow Chrift. 
Anfwere, Ttisnot togoe through thofe parts | 
ofthe World, where hee went, nor to refort to | 
thofe places of this Earth, where hee'reforted ; 
but according to the Anticnts, hee that leucth and 
hateth, what Christ , as God, doeth lone and de- 
test , followeth and imitates Chrift, as much, 
asman may imitate God, Hee that doeth, that 
which | 


— ——_—_ F 
5 
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which Chrift as man doth, followeth Chrift, as 
a Chriftian fhould. To follow Chrift is to ab- | geypara, 
horre the vanitie of the world couragioufly, to | Zib, sent. 
abftaine from finne diligently, to be endewed 
with true charitie, and to bee followers of his 
holineffe and pietie. To follow Chrift, isto be | Cyprian. 
a fincere and right Chriftian, who to the vtter- | b.de abaf. 
moft of his abilitie, doth refemble Chrif in 
his conuerfation, to embrace his vertues, faith, 
loue, humilitie, meekeneffe, patience, and god- 
lineffe , to! desy ungodlyneffe and worldly lufts,to| 1 Titiz. 
line foberly , and righteonfly, and godly in this 
prefent werld. 
Now becaufe men by nature are fo addi@ed 
| to imitation, that they will follow the fafhion 
of thofe whom they hate,as may be feene cleere- 
ly by the example of the Iewes , whoalbeit the 
Ægyptians oppreffed and ™ vexed them by cruel- | = Exod.t.13. 
tie; canfing then to ferue, and made them wearie of 
their lines by fore labour in clay and bricke ; yet the 
ewes followed the fuperftitions and abomina- 
ble idolatrie of the Aigyptians whom they ha- 
ted, theyn made a calfein Horeb ; avd worfhipped |" Pial.r06. 
the molten images, they turned their glory into the|1* — 
fimilitude of a Bukocke that eateth graffe, faying, 
© Thefe bee the Gods which brought vs ons of the 
land of Egypt: The Philiftimes were enemies 
vnto them, fighting againft them, yet they P fêr- | ? Iud.10.6. 
wed the Gods of the Philiflimes, whom they dif- 
dained: The Ammonites alfo avexed dr oppreffed| a Tud.10.8. 
| thelewes, eighteene yeeres, and yet they did imi- 
tate their cruell idolatrie, They « tooke up the 
Cee. Taber- 


° Erod,32. 4 


" A&Q;7.43. 
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Tabernacle of Molech, and the ftarre of Remphan, 


Ca Kin.16.3.| and £ made their children to zoe through the fire af- 


t Leu.20.2. 


ter the abominations of the heathen , expreffely a- 
gainft the Lordst commandement : Seeing then 
men are giuen to follow the example of others, 
let vs looke to Chrift, and be followers of him ; 


»Pial,23,6, | Andtheny doubeleffe, kindneffe and mercie fhal 


eAngust. 


Order of 
this chap- 
ter. 

The mifery 
of thofe 


follow vs, and we fhall remaine for ener in the houfe 
of the Lord. 


Cuar., XX, 
We should receine Chrift, and en- 


_tertaine Him. 


comming to thee forto dwell in thy foule, 
lerit be thychiefe care readily to receiue him: į 
Chrifius primo aduentu venit quefiturus hofpitium, 
in fecundo venit daturus regnum, Chrift at his firft 
comming commeth to fecke a lodging ; at his 
fecond comming he will come to giue a king- 
dome: wilt thou be content to giue him lodging 
here within thy heart, he will afterward giue to 
thee an eternall kingdome in heauen ? 
In this Chapter , I will {peake of fiue things : 
re of their mifery who refule him: 2. where- 


I F thou cometo Chrift, thou wilt finde him 


who refufe | fore we fhould receiue him: 3. How or in what 


Chrift. 


manner we fhould receiuehim: 4. where wee 
fhould 


CuaPe XX. and entertaine Him. 


fhould place him: Laftly , what entertainment 
we ought to giuc him and the tokens there- 
of. 


Firft grievous is their punifhment who refufe 


389 


Chrift: aforif they did not efcape which refufed | ` Heb.12,5, 


Moles that [pake on earth, much more [hall they 
not efcape , if they refufeand turne away from him 
that {peaketh and offereth himfelfe from heauen, If 
the in-dwellers b of Tiph{ah were deftroyed and 


[mitten , and the woman with child ript up, be-| ** 


caufe they refufed and not opened to Mesahem, 
an euill King of Ifrael; what woefull deftructi- 
on will come vpon thofe who fhall refufe Chrift 
agood King , <whe fhall reigne ininflice? what 
terrible punifhment doth abide them who de- 
{pife him, d whofe dominion is an enerlafting do- 
minion, which fhal nener be taken away , whofe 
kingdomse fhal neuer be deftroyed 2 
If the Lord killed Nabal, ande fmote him that 
he died, becaufehe refufed and railed on Dauid, 
who was as a wall tohis feruants keeping Jheepe; 
what plagues will he poure one thofe who dif- 
daine and refufe Chrift, £ the great fheepheard,the 
e chiefe (heepheard, the good ) fheepheard , and Bi- 
foop of our foules ? 
Men of wifedome doe difcommend Pope 
| Hildebrand or Gregorie the feuenth who mifre- 
garding that moft valiant and liberall Emperour 
Henry the fourth, did deny to receive him,withe 
in thetowne Cannifio, he fuffered him three 
dayes together to {tand bare-footed at the gates 
of the Citiebefore he would admit him to his 
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prefence. This Pope fhorely after that died in 
Salerno. Are they not more to be blamed who 
ilang. |ftubbornly refufed Chrift, who hath iiafliceto |: 
* Zachg, 10. | be the girdle of his loines, and faithfulneffe the 
girdle of his reines, who will peake peace unto the 
‘Rews.10. | heathen, and! make his owne Kings and Prie/ts vn- 
to Goa 2 Yet many, alas, contemne Chrift, fuf- 
fer him to ftand many yeeres knocking at the 
Mohr, |gates oftheir hearts. Chrift m came unto his owne 
i (to the people of the Iewes) but his owne re- 
ceiued him not, and therefore it is knowne what 
vnf{peakable calamitie and defolation did befall | 
them. | 
Surely all whorefufe to receiue Chrift} fhall . 
be punifhed fearefully , they fhalt be compelled 
to lodge within them many finnes and Deuills, |- 
that will bring more griefe and difpleafure vnto 
them, than the fiue men of Dan brought to 
2 lude18.2. |n Aticha who lodged them in mount Ephraim : for 
they {hall be fpoiled ofall good, defiled withall 
filthineffe, and deftroyed with euerlafting per- 
2.2.Pet.3.7, | dition of © vagodly men, | 
Secondly, we haue great reafor to receiue 
Chrift, for - 1, He will be moft profitable to vs 
Caufes Jin our life : 2. He will receine our foules in his 
wherefore | reft atthe houre of death : 3. He will receiue vs 
we thould | in his glory atthe day of iudgement. 
Can When wereceiue him rightly, he will p psa 
P Exe 36,36. | 9 [pirit within vs, and power cleane water upon 
3 1,Cor.316:| os, and cleanfe vs from all our filthineffe, and that 
ilies holy 9 piris fhal dwellin vs: to leade vs, tof build 
|: Berc. us in him to be the habitation of Godot flrengthes 
i WE 
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re 
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us in the inner man, to glorifie vs, feeing his fpi- | 


ritrefting vponvs , 4 the pirit of al glory and feli- " 1-Pet.4. 14. 


city, asthe Apoftle Peter doeth teftifie. 

Alfo when we receiue Chrift, we fhall obtaine | 
life for xhe that hath the fonne bath life, and he that 
hath not the fonne bath not life, truely then wee | 
are all quickned, y we are al faned by his life,with- 
out the which the life ofman is more miferable | 


{then death, and no way to bee acknowledged 


lifes « | 

Barlaam being asked of Jofaphat the godly 
fonne ofa cruell father Avemer, how old he was. 
hethus anfwered, Iam of fortie fiue yeeres, the | 


*1.Joh.g. 12, 
YRom, ¢. za. 


Damafcen. 
hiftoria dna- 


orum Chri= 
fii militum: 


young Prince maruclling; replyed > Thou ap- Sed Sales 3 
| peareft to meto be of threefcore and ten yeeres: | floria fit 
but the old Eremite further declared, ifthow de- panes an- 


fire toknow the yeeres from. my natiuity and 
naturall birth thou haft reckned well ; for lam.of 
a greater age then three-fcore and ten: but I will 
not efteeme my yeeres {pent in the vanity of the 
world without Chrift, to bein the number and 
meafure of my life, for while I wasa flaueto fin 
in my flefh, I was dead inthe inward man: Az-. 
nas igitur mortis nungquam uite nominadbe, I {hall 
call chem the yeeres of my death , but neuer of 
my life he did thinke thar he them began; to 
liue when he firft-knew and receiucd Chrift: I 
doubt of the trueth:of that hiftory, but-I fub- 
fcribeto the trueth ofthat faying. 

Moreour we fhall get health whenwe receiue 
Chrift a by whofe: firipeswe are healed; by whofe 


goodnefié we are. made b foandinshe faith; our 
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c difeafis fhall depart fromus , and theenill fpirits 
foall goe out of vs. 

Befides this, 4 with Chrif is wifedome and 
frength : he hath counfe and underftandine with- 
out the which many may haue wifedome intheir 
lippes, but not in their heart; in their {fpeech, but 
not in their life; andat their death, their wife- 
dome and counfell will be like to the Edomites, 
c perifhing and vanifbing : but! the word of Chrif 
will dwell plentioufly in al wifedome in thofe who 
receiue him. i 

Furthermore, ghe will feede thee with the heri- 
tage of lacob thy father andh with the fat of wheate, 
fufficing thee with hony ont of the roeke: he will 
couer thee who art naked - i And clothe thee with 
change of raiment, he will inrich thee who art 
poore; he will fet thee: at liberty who art cap- 
tiued ; he will honourthee who art worthy of 
fhame;he wil giue thee ioy in time of forrow,and 


| peace when thou art difquieted; and he will 


k 2,Cor. 7. 2s 


grant grace to thee who art graceleffe by nature , 
he will beftow vpontheea great bleffing, who 
hath deferued a fearefull curfe : and which is 
moft ofall, he will giue himfelfe to thee to be 
thy husband, ifthou be content to receive him. 
Saint Pawl faid to the Corinthians, k Receive 
vs, we haue done wrong to no man, we haue confu- 
med no man, we haue defrauded no man: Chrift 
faith to all Chriftians ; Receine me, I haue done 
wrong to no perfon , I haue confumed no per- 
fon, I haue defrauded no perfon. If they had 
reafonto receiue the feruant, wee haue better 
reafon | 


-a ae ——_ 
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reafon to receiue the Matter, who is moft righte- 
ous, who 1 declareth and befloweth righteonfnelfe |1 10b 23.23, 
upon man, whole m commandements areal righ-\ oppl ; he 
teous , who deliuereth from wrong and » exe-| 172. 
cuseth iwdzement to all that are oppreffed ; who |” PAL 103.6. 
will not confume thy fubftance, thy bodie nor thy 
foule, but will o confame thy filthinefe, thy {cum |° Ezech, 24. 
and thy finne, who will neuer defraud'thee, bur | 1% 
maintaine thee in thy right, and giuea moft am- 
ple and rich p reward to all his Saints that feare his | ? Rew11, 18. 
name, to [mall and great , of whatfoeuer coun- 
trey, fex or condition. 4s Rahab was rewarded, 
becaufe fhee receiued in her houfe and lodged 
the two {pies fent by Zofhua, hiding them from , 
their purfuers , therefore q Aer felfe with her fa- | Voth6.25. 
thers houfhold, ber brethren , and allthat fhee had 
was faued, when Iericho was vtterly deftroyed ; 
and as that widow of Sarepta got her reward, 
who receiued Elias, £ when great famine Was; r Luls25. 
throughout all the land, fhee was nourifhed and) ~ 
fufteined , her dead fonne was againe ‘quickned, | 
and! reuined : Sothey thall be moft liberally re-| £ rKing.17. | 
warded, who doe receiue Iefus Chrift, t The 
King of glory in their hearts, that he may come to 
dwellin their (ondes; they fhall be preferued from | 
alldeftru@ion, from endleffe wrath and damna: ! 
tion, their dead bodies fhall be raifed out of the 
earth , they fhall bee bleffed and glorified for 
euer. 

Secondly, ifthou receiue Chrift in thy heart, 
thou mayft haue boldneffe to pray with Stephen 
atthe houre of thy death, u Lord lefus receine| « Balso, 


22. 
© Pialisy.9. 
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my firit, who will heare thy petition and grant 
thee thy requeft, 

. Thirdly, Chrift will receiue them within his 

Kingdome in theday of 1udgement , who fhall 

xToh.t.12; | receitue him in this earth, he will x Gz#e power to. 

* Col,3.24- them to be the fonnes of God, and 4 of the Lord they 

shall receive the reward of the inheritance, But 

bHofars, | who fo refufeand repell Chrift, be willb caf them 

conf his houfé to vai eee paine and infa- 

c2Pertn.7,| Mic; toshemctheblacke darkenefe is referucda for 
ener. 

43Joh4.9. | 3 Ifthatmalicious man d Dzotrephes be reputed 

miferable and infamous, becaufe he did not re- 

ceiue the Apoftle Joh and the brethren: How 

|accurfed and wretched are all, who will notre- 

ceiue Iefus Chrift, who bringeth with him 

peace, plentie of good and felicitie, who pro- 

¢2.Co,.6.17, | mifeth to ereceine vs, when we are {eperate from 


finne ? 
The man- To come to {peak of the third point, namely, | 
ner tore- | how or what manner we fhould receiue Chrift, 
ceive let vs recciue him reuerently, {peedily willingty, 


Chrift, ioyfully, and with great humilitie. 
| Firft, let vs receiue him reuerently : for Ais 
F 1.Chro.29. | € is kingdome, and bee excelleth as head ouer all: 
E riches and honour come of him: in his hand is power 
and firength, and to make great. 

Ornan the Iebufite he faw Dauid comming to 
e'T.Chro. 2r. | him, Pe went ont to the King, ands bowed himfelfe 
21. with his face to the ground, he receiued him re- 

uerently and {pake kindly , let the Lord my King | 
doe thatwhich feemeth him good: O with what 


great 
na OO Eaa 


P 


lh who is his iudge, who is his lawziuer, who is his 


10 Lord heare me {peedily, hide not thy face from 
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F $ „aah - . Fi 
great reuerence fhould a Chriftian receiue him, 


King to faue him, and to glorifie him. | 

Let vs not be like thofe vngratefull and vnhap- 
pie husbandmen, who would neither receiue 
nor reuerence the Lords beloued fonne, i but caf 
him out of the vineyard and killed him , therefore 
they were horribly deftroyed, andthe vineyard 
given to others : but let vs carefully and continu- 
ally ftudie that we mayreceiuc him, k please him 
with feare and reuerence, that we may be at all 
times preferued and refrefhed with his euerlaft- 
ing bleflings. ` EAA SEA Aa re 

We fhould doe this good to our felues fpeedi- 
ly. If thou wifh to pray with the holy Prophet 


i Mark.t2,8 
k Heb.z 2. 23. | 


Recéiue:\“. 
Chit ias 
{peedily. 

1Pfal, 143.7% 


me, for my (pirit faileth ; then delay not this, 
duety, but receiue Chrift {peedily,that God may 
fo incline his eare, and. harken vato thee when 
thou haft admitted ™ zefas the Iufk , thy adnocat, 
the reconciliation for thy finnes. " 

As Abraham made haft to receine Chrifi with 
two Angels, inte bis tent, Ifaak then againe 
was promifed, and the Lords will was reuealed + 

Soo Abrahams children who doe the workes of 
Abraham , will make haft to recciue Chrift 
within their hearts, who willreueale heauenly 
and holy myfteries vntothem. i Ms 

Truely a fincere Chriftians will be very forry, 
becaufe he hath fuffered his Saviour to remaine 
fo long time without, knocking and calling at the | - 
doore of his heart : and he knowing what aboun-, 
Ddd dance: 


in Ioh.2, T- 


n Gen, 18. 6. 
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Receiue 
| Chrift wil- 
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dunce of precious iewells Chrift bringeth with 
him, Incontinently he will fay, pComein thos 
blefed of the Lord wherefore flandeft thomiwith- 
out? 

3. Letvs receiue Chrift willingly within our 
foules, as his Difciples 4 willingly receined himin- 
to the fhip. Darkneffe,-danger, fore labour and 
feare troubled them, vntill the time they rece!- 
ued him : but afterward by and by the fhip was 


atthe Land, and they were delivered from dan- 


ger, feare, and vexation : fo Chrift will r deliner 
them whe receine him, which for feare of death 
were all their life-time [ubsect to bondage, | 

We haue good caufes willingly toadmit him, 
who is true, meeke, and mercifull: not like that 
falfe cruell and difhoneft Emperour Baffianus 
Caracalla, who comming to the Citie of Alex- 
andria in Ægypt was moft folemnely and wil- 


| lingly receiued ; but extreame cruclty was exe: 
| cuted by him vpon the Citizens: hee made 


them being affembled to fee certain publike paf- 
times, to be compafled about by his fouldiers, 
and an infinitenumber of them of all ages, con- 


| ditions, and degrees mercilefly to be deftroyed » 


but Chrift Cz oly, harmeleffe, and true ; t inf and- 
true arehis wayes, whe is the King of Saints , who 
uamercifull and a faithfull high Prieft to make 


| reconciliation for the finnes of the people, who will 


fuccour thofe that are tempted, and comfort 
the wearied ; he moft willingly therefore fhould 
be receiued, |. 

alf the Apofile Panidefired the Philippians to 


x receise 
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x receine Epaphroditus his companion in labour with 
ali gladneffe; may I not entreat all Chriftains to 
receiue the Lord Iefus with greater gladnefle, 
{who commeth to his owneas be came to Beth- 
ania, {ometimes to deliuer wholefome doctrine 
and inftruction ; there y Mary fat at his feete and 
bard bis preaching ; fometimes to. give {weete 
comfort and confolation, bya raifing Lazarus 
from death, l 
He commeth to his owne as 2 good husband- 
man to his vineyard, to > water it euery moment, 
to keepe it night and day : O how ioyfully fhould 
we receiue him, who will teach vs, comfort vs, 


| the Arke of God into his Citie ¢ with eladneffe: 
fhould not we receiue Iefus Chrift che Sonne of 
God with more gladneffe, in whom alone, and 
in whofe deroffè principally wee may reioyce with 
ioy vn{peakeable and glorious ¢ . 


of minde and great humilitie. Elizabeth faid to 
the bleffed Virgin: © whence commeth this to mee, 
that the Adother of my Lord fhould come to mee? 
It is euident by this, that accounting her felfe vn- 
worthie. of {fuch companie, fhee well-comed 
Marie in Humilitie¢ | 
May not we with all humbleneffe of minde fay; 
Whence commeth this to vs, that the Lord o 
Life, the Sonne of God, the Sauiour of the 


dwell and remaine within vs ? 
Surely euery one may acknowledge with 
Ddd2 Jacob 


=~ 


refreth and preferue vs? King Dawid receiued |. 


Laftly, Lec vs receiue Chrift with fubmiffion E FA 


World fhould come and vifite vs , to defire to 
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The place 
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Iacob, faying,f Zam not worthie of the least of all 
thy mercies, and all the truth which thou haf fhew- 
ed to thy feruant; and with Dautd , » Who am I, 
O Lörd. God, and what ts mine boufe, that thou 


| baft brought me hitherto? euenas to bean houfe 
| and habitation for the King of glorie , and with 
\that godly'contrition; h Zam not worthie that 


thou fhouldeft enter under my roofe. No by i this 


|meanes entering fhal be miniftred unto thee a- 


baundantly, into the enerlafing kingdome of our 
Lord and Sauiour Zefus Chrif. 

Fourthly , touching :the place which wee 
fhould appoint for our Sauiour to haue his refi- 
dence in, let vs prepare our hearts for him; let 


a Chriftian bee diligent and vigilant with Da. 


wid, thusrefoluing , k 1 wikvot enter into the Ta- 
bernacle of mine houfe, nor come vpon my pallet 
er bed, nor fuffer mine eyes to fleepe, nor mine eye- 


\ lids to flumber , untill I finde ont a place for the 


Lord, an habitation for the Lord, an habitation for 
the mightie God of Jacob, The roome wherein 
thou fhouldft receiue him, is thy heart for his 
lodging, to the end thou mayit be perfwaded 
that! he is preparing a place and manfion for thee 
in heauenl Ierufalens, 

Defirethou two things for fuch a preparati- 
on, that thy heart likem Lydia's say bee opened, 
n with the key of Dauid : 2. That thy filthy heart 
may bee purged and cleanfed by the blood of the 
Lambe,& by the teares of vnfeined repentance, if 
thy heart be opened , ° Then a way into the Lolieft 


| place of all fhal bee opened unto thee. IF thy pr 
l RA 
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pby faith be purified, a {ure figne of Chrifts being > aay B 
inthee, and that he will abide in thee afterward : 
Cor aperiendum eft Deo , & clandendum Diabolo; Angnft. 
thou fhouldeft open thy heart to God, and fhut 
the fame to the Diuell, 

Remember then; Firft, thatthe heart, is the 
place or feate of Chrift, and of true Religion : 
Secondly, that itis the well-{pring of our acti- 
ons : Thirdly, that it is the moft pretious part | 
of man; therefore as traiterous —4b/alom, ftu-| 
| died 9 to fleale the hearts of the men of Ifrael,from  12-Sam.15.6 
the righteous King : So Sathan moft diligently, Zirrara, 
laboureth to fteale our hearts, from our bleffed 947-46 
King and Sauiour. But let vs * keepe eur hearts |* Prog.33; 
jwith all diligence. Themen of this World, vfe | 
to fay that hee keepeth a good Caftle , who 
keepeth his owne body : but the heart and foule, 
fhould rather bee kept as a Caftle , to receiue 
|the Lord of life, that hee may remaine therein. 
Let not Chriftians doe, as did the Bethlemites ; 
they prouided not a f roome for Christ, at his |£ Luke2.7, 
birth in the Inne; and therefore hee was laide in. 
a cratch. . í 

Now wee reade not thatafter that time, he 
returned euer to vilite Bethleem, where hee was 
borne : but let vs, I fay againe, with all careful- 
| neffe, prepare our heaits to be his Manfion, and 
when hee fhall take full poffeffion of them, then |. 
our fhut hearts, hak bee * opened; our narrow |* A&16,14 
hearts t fhall bee enlarged, for tou runne theway of | * lia 6o., 
his commandements; our darke hearts, fhal bee |“ *!.119:3 
x lightned, that wee may know the right of his |x Ephel1.18 
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peene 


glorious inheritance ; our filthy and polluted 
slercg1ge | hearts, hall be wafhed and purged from wickednes, 
that wee may bee faued ; our emptie hearts, void 
btohn ryg, | Of grace, fhall be well furnifhed by him, > who gs 
full of grace and trueth. 
If thou bee content to receiue Chrift in thy 
heart, hee will then change thy heart, which by 
clerety.g. | mature, 1. C% deceitfull and wicked; 2. which w 
dTia6.10, |d fat and fenfeleffe; 3. which is © froward and 
: lene crooked , 4. which is € double, s. which ws g di- 
eHofio2. | #deds 6. which is flony and obdured ; 7. which 
h Ezec.11.19 | zs i enll and unfaithful; 3. which will bee come 
ine sais k trembling, and aft onicd. g, which is 1 turned 
! Deut.30.17. | out of the way,and diverted ; 10. which is m fife, 
™Bzech.2-4. | gad not bowed; 11. which is unholy, and n uncire 
by E N cumcifed; 12, which is o proud, and loftie; 13. 
PRome.g. | Which is foolifh, p impenitent, and earthly. 

It is moft profitable, to know and lament the 
naturall wickedneffe, fenfelefneffe, frowardneffe, 
doubleneffe, vnfaithfulneffe, ftiffeneffe, lofti- 
neffe, foolifhneffe, and hardneffe, of the heart; 
that euery one being touched with a fenfe, and 
forrow of his owne corruption and mifery, may 
be mooued to pray ferioufly, that Chrift would 
be pleafed to remedie the fame, faying : 


Paulinus in |  Rumspe mei lapidem Cordis feruator Tefu 
P.ltem.A,| Vt mollita pio vifcera melle, fluant : 
Fac mea mens ; ferro quo nunc eft durior omni, 
flexils in rectum fiat ab igne tuo. 


Oh, but if thou giue place to Chrift, that hee 
| may 
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ee 


‘may haue his refidence within thee : 1. Hee 
will q create acleane heart, and renew aright [pirit |? Plal.st.s0. 
within thee: 2. Hee will * gine unto thee an vn- |© t-King.3.9. 
derftanding heart, that thou mayeft difcerne be- 
tweene good andbad: 3. Andaconuerted heart, 
( for the Lord onely hath power to! turne againe | € 1.Kin.18,37 
the fame at laff: ) 4, Hee will make thy heart 
teupright and fincere, and thou fhalt walke in the |‘ Plal.tor.z. 
uprizhtnelfe thereof, fersing and louing him: 5. 
With thy « whole heart, Now as that mother | « Deut,6.,. 
leading before Salomon, would not haue her 
x childe dinided , {o thy Sauiour will not remaine | * 1-King 3.26 
- Jina diuided heart,becaufe he telleth thee,that a to 
| loue thy God with all thine heart, with all thy foule, | * Mat.22.37. 
and with all thy minde,is the firft and greateft com- | 
mandement; now none can fo loue him,except he | > Pro.23.26, 
b gine his heart unto him, to be his habitation,ashe| ~, 
requireth: 6. Hewill cfofter thy heart, that af-| © tsb 23.16. 
ter trouble, ioy may come tothee: 7. Hewill giue 
thee dan heart of flefh, that thou mayeft walke in |° Brecttt9: 
bis Statutes, and keepe his Iudgements: 3. Hee 
will gine theee an honeft and good heart, that thou |° Lue8.1% 
| msayeft heare his Word, keepeit, and bring foorth 
| fruit with patience. 9. When Chrift dwelleth 
within thee : He will make thy heart £ fasthfull like| £ Neho.8, 
Abrahams, and ratifie his Couenant with thee, : 
thy g heart fhall bee ftablifhed with grace; and fet- | 5 Heb.13-9- 
led in his feruice, fothatthou fhalt not bee car-| =. 
ried about with diuerfe, and ftrange Dodtrine : . 
10. Hewill make thy heart bothhnew: 11, And " Ezech Img. 
i erue, that God may doe well tothee: 12, k Thy| iPlalrzs.q. | 
heart {hall be inclined unto his Teftinsonies, and not 1 agi 
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to couetoufnefe : 13. |In him thou fhalt beecru- 
cified, with circumfion made without hands, enen 
™Rom.2.29, with themeircumcifion of the heart: 14. Then th 
"Pargi on heart fhall not bee hauty, neither thy eyes loftie, 
neither {halt thon walkein great matters hid from 
o1fa.66,2. | thee, thon fhalt bee of o a contrite (pirit, trembling 
at Gods word, and although the Heauen bee his 
throne, and the Earth his footftoole, yet thou fhalt 
bee a place of his reft, and hee will euer loeke 
Pr,Kin.8.58. louinglytothee: 15. Then when hee fhatl p bow 
thine eare unto him, to obferue his Commaunde- 
ments, it {hall be penitent and heauenly; alwayes 
2Pfalyt.xa, | 4 free. 

Now deare Chriftian, defireft thou thy heart 
to bee graced with holinefle, with wifedome, 
with finceritie, and vprightneffe, with foftnefle, 
and honeftie, with goodneffe, and fidelitie, with 
ftrength , trueth, and humblenefle, with free- 
dome, and repentance, and all good qualities ¢ 
Then open thy heart to Chrift; beethou moft 
willing, to giue the fame to thy Sauiour, to bee 

t tSam. 16.7 | his habitation, who looketh not ¢ on thy counte- 
nance, nor onthe height of thy flature, but hee be- 
holdeth thy heart, and what is in thy inward af- 
fection. 

Thehearr | Againe, feeing thy heart is the fountaine of all 

isthe foun- | thy actions ; for thefe euill things, which {pre- 
taine of [ceed from the heart, defile the man, and * an enll 
actions, | man, out of the euill treafure of his heart, bringeth 

- ~ 15.18. | foorth euil things, as a good man, ont of the good 

RER TP » : er 
treafure of his heart, bringeth foorth good things : 

thy fpeciall care fhould bee, that the fame may 
euer 
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euer bee honeft and cleane : Ifthe Romanes ap- 
pointed-by:-a Law of the twelue Tables , that 
their fountaines, or well-{prings, fhould be moft 
diligently kept from pollution and filthineffe ; 
fhould not all Chriftians moft circumfpectly 
wifely, thattheit hearts may be preferued from 
poifon, from dung, and all pollution? For fuch 
{as the heart and inward cogitations are, fuch 
fhall bee. thy life and outward conuerfation : 
When the man of God, Elifhä, was about to heale 
the bitter, and Venemous waters of Iericho , u hee 
went Untethe pring, and caft therein falt : When 
God isto réforme thy euill life ; firft,he will goe 


| Spirit‘ there fo-thy heart being cleanfed, and 
well guided, thy actions fhall be holy, according 
to Gods Word. | + 

‘But if thy heart remaine vnhoneft and filthy, 


proaching calamitic. When the Temple, the 
houfe of God, which fhould hane beene kept 
| moft holy,w2s made a x hone of Merchandize,and 
a denne of Theeues ; that was a forerunning token, 
of a fudden, and dolefull deftruction to come 
vpon Ierufalem : So when the heart ( which 
ought to be moft fanctified)becommeth profane 
and polluted ; fome heauie indgement, is very- 
neere that captive, whois fo plagued. 

Alfo confider, that thy heart is the moft ex- 
cellent part of man, and therefore fitteft, and 
moft apt for Chrift, the excellent King of glory, 
that hee may abide therein: and if bthere was a 
Eee debate 


| cothy heart, and powreth’grace, and fendeth his. 


| that is’a fearefullprefage’, of fome great- ap- 
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‘dicate thou thine heart to thy Sauiour, feeking 
the fame from thee. The Apoftle Peul idid write 


.|an ; £ Give placeto him, let him not goe from thee, 


debate and contention betweene Michael the 
Archangel, and the Diuell, far the body of 
fofes; will not Sathan.ftriue. more eagerly, for 
thy heart, and the foule ofa Chriftian? Bur de- 


to his deere friend Philemon, ¢ to prepare him 
lodging : Thy Lord and lovning husband, faith 
to.thee, prepare mee lodging, euen thy heart-to 
bee my dwelling place; ftudie thou againe I re- 
member thee, to doe three things. for fuch pre- 
paration : Firft, to open thy heart, at the leaft by 
praying to him, d who bath the key of Dauid, to 
open the fame : Secondly, by {weeping th 

heart, with the Beefome of repentance: Third- 
ly, by requefting him, more earneftly to come 
tothee. Let him that readeth this booke, and 
him e that heareth it, fay, come now ; when of 
his goodneffe hee hath commanded, labeur di- 
ligently to keepe him. If the wife-man thus 
counfelleth thee, concerning an earthly Phifti- 


for thou halt neede of him; mayeft not thou bee 
alfo counfelled, to gine place to thy heauenly 
Phifitian, not tolet him depart from thee, for 

thou haft continuall neede of him ¢ 
Wee reade of one Syza, daughter to Dame- 
thus King of Caria, that {hee was well content, 
to bee married vnto the Phifitian Pedaliyius, al- 
beit a ftranger, becaufe hee cured her, wounded 
with a fall from the houfe ; fhee did retaine and 
reverence her-husband < Thou by finne, haft 
gotten 
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gotten a more dangerous and deadly fall , thy 
Mediciner vouchfafeth to heale thy ficke foule ; 
firft, giue then a placeto him, and fiffer-him not] - 
to goe from thee, labour greatly, euer to retaine 
and reuerence him. | 
Moreouer , during his refidence with thee, 
vfe all manner of diligence, employing thy felfe 
to the vttermoft of thy power, to entertaine him’ 
moft kindly ; ftudie thou with thy whole inde- 
uoure to make a feaft vnto him, giue to him the 
4 difhes and delicares wherewith he ts fed, where- 
in hee delights : Oh Chriftian, remember with 
| confideration, that thou haft wonderfull good 
| realon, to makea featt vnto thy blefled Sauiour, 
remaining with thee. 
Did Abraham g make a great feal, the fame 
day that aac was weaned 2. Wilt nor thou make 
a banket to Chrift, when thy foule-is weaned 
from dinne ¢ Did Iaac make k a feast to. Abi 
melech King of the Philifiims,whena Couenant | 
was betweene them? Shalt not thou make a| 
banket to Chrift, who hath made:a Couenant } 
with thee, who is King of Heauenand of all Na- | 
tions? Did Jofeph i feaft his brethren, efpecially |iGe e.43:34. 
his younger brother Besiamin ? Shalt not thou ati 
feaft thy Redeemer, k the firft borne among many 
brethren? 1 Did Aaron and all the Elders of 
Ifrael, entertaine Zethro father-in-law to Mofés.? 
T hey came to eate bread with him before God : {halt 
not thou labour with all induftrie, and carzfulnes 
{to entertaine him, thym ewerlaffing Father , 
| the Prince of peace,the Lord of life and faluation ¢ 
| Bete. 2 We 
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We will now for thy edification briefly de- 
clare, what entertainment thou fhouldft brig to 
Chrift abiding.withinthee: firft humility and 
lowlineffle of minde which our Lord much re- 


1 With what 
entertain - 
mentChrift 
| iş feafted: 
| Humilitic. 
| o Ifa 57° 15: 
oPhlzs:o | ouide in indgement and teach the humblehis way; 
for certainly the hivrnble/? (hall be the greateft in the 
kingdome of beasen.the reward of humititie and the 
feare of God; isricbes and glory and ife, > 

' Secondly, * Godly forvow and true contritiðn 
forthy'foolifhdins and iniquities, £ the facrifices ofi 
Godanea contrite [pirita broken leart arent heart 
with griefe, "4 pricked heart with fore difpleafure 
for difpleafing thy Sauiour , » chattermne like a| 
‘Chane, mourning as 2doue,»forrowing like awo- 
iman. in: travell y and thus fowing is teares fhal} 
reape in idy, Ic is faid more frequently then true- 
ly by the Greaecians sè mioz anor i iors That 
heis fortunate who liveth without forrow : but: 
Ghriftiars far more wifely , That he is vnhappie 
and infortunate who liueth without forrow and 
gtiefe for his finnes, the time of his trouble fhall 
afterward come, fothat, he Jhake gnaw his roang: 
for Jorrow and vexation, ; | 

Thirdly labour to hauc faith, without which’ 

dChrift will not dwellin thine heart, without the 
which:thou haft not an eye to feehim, neither 
an hand to apprehend him," nor a place to lodge |. 
him, feeing ¢ fasth'is that which purifieth the heart, 
f without the which it wonpofsiblevo pleafe God. 
T, a Fourthly 
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Fourthly make haft to crucifie and caftaway, 


| thy finnes difpleafing him, euen thy lewde s con- 
uerfaiion in time pafi , the old man that ws corrupt 


through deceineable lufts; if thou be Chritts , defi- 
rous to giue him pleafant entertainmét,thou wilt 
horucifie the fle[h with the aff ections thereof, thou 
will {peedily remoue the euill which difpleafeth 
him, for as the Daughters of Heth i were griefe 
of minde to Ifaac and Rebeckah, fo our finnes they 
wearie Iefùs and grieue his holy fpirit, alfo they 
annoy and deftroy the foule of man ; the naturall 
Poet faith truely. | 

Qualedant oculos fertinas demere , quid fi 

Eft aninus, differs curandi tempus in annum: 


Let vs vfe all diligence, without delay to ex- 
pell our hainous infirmities; which defile our 
hearts, difpleafe our Saviour, and deftroy our 
foules, that are much moreto be regarded and. 
cured then our bodily eyes. ' - 

Fiftly k be renewed in the [pirit of our minde, and 
put on the new man which after God is created in 
righteon[neffeand holineffe, and feaft thy Sauiour 
with loue obedience and with the fruits of true 
repentance, thofe are the favory & pleafant meats 
which Tefus-loueth : Indeede /faac delighteth to 
eat venifon, but Chrift is onely feafted with 
regeneration. | a. 

Touching the tokens to know if Chrift re- 
maine within thee , and be entertained by ‘thee, 
obferue; that asitis knowne when a King dwel- 
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leth within a hid place by their fignes: Firft, 
There are Porters abiding at the gate and en- 
tric, not fuffering vagabonds or beggers to en- 
ter within : Secondly , There is cleanneffe 
and honefty in the Courts, no dunghill or fil- 
thineffe: Thirdly, There is magnificent, State- 
lineffe and Tapiftrie in the Halles : Fourthly, 
There is honeft companie, Noble perfonages, 
Graue counfellers, Wife, Learned, and God- 
ly men reforting hither: Fifthly, There is good 
furniture and plentifull prouifion , befeeming a 
Royall eftate. 

So alfo it willbe fooneknowne, ifthe great} 
King abideth within thee: r. Then as ™ Jehoiada 
fet porters by the gates of the houfé of the Lord,euen 
of the materiall temple of timber and ftone, that 
none that was vneleane fhould enter in; fo thou 
wilt haue a porter at the gate of the fpirituall 
temple, thou wilt pray with the Prophet" fêt 4 
watch, O Lord,before my mouth and keepe the doore 
of my lippes, thou wilt ° make a couenant with thy 
eyes, that vanity come not within, by that way; 
thou wilt feta porter before thy earesandP “ot 
heare the infraction that canfeth thee erre from the 
word of knowledge: 2. Thou wilt not haue acor- 
rupt communication in thy mouth no uncleannelfe 
fhall be named by thee, thy /peech alwaies fhallbce 
erations and powared with falt, and thou fhalt 
rightly */peake the language-of Canaan, to the 
glory of God, & to the vie of edifying, that it may 
minifler grace unio the hearers: 4. thon € haning 
all fafficiencie in all things fhalt abound in cuery good 


worke: 
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worke: 5. and xworking righteeu[neffe fhalt bee\ * A&s.10.35. 
accompanied by the holy Angels, and accepted with 
God; who will giue vnto thee contentment here, 
and happineffe for euer : to whom with his 
fenne and holy [pirit bee esernall praife 
and glorye Amen. 
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